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PnocnEDrNGS AND TnaNsACTroNS
OF THE

Dumfries and Galloway

I{atural History & Antiquarian Society.

19th October, 1928.

Annual Gene'ral Meeting.

Cha i rman-H.  S .  Gr -eusroun,  M.A. ,  V .P.Z .S. ,  F .R.S.E. ,
F.S.A.Scot. ,  President.

The Secretary and Treasurer submitted their reports,
which were approved.

The Council recommended the reappointment o,f the pre-
sent Office-Bearers and Council, and that the vacancv caused
by the resignation of NIr G. W. Shirley, Ho,n. Sec., be filled
by Miss L. R. Andrews. They also recommended that the
Secretary, together rvith Xlessrs W. R. Gourlay and James'faylo,r, 

should act as joint editors of the Transactions.
The Chairman, referring to the resignation of X{r Shirley

from the office of honorary secretary, said the duties of
honorary secretary, the securing of papers during the winter,
arranging antiquarian excursions in the summer, and the edit-
ing and indexing o,f the annual Transactions, were burdens
u'hich would tax an ordinary individual's time and ingenuity,
and no greater compliment could have been paid to N,Ir
Shirley than that three people should be asked to carrv on
the work which he had been carrying on. Mr Shirley was
appointed honorar,v secretary on 2rst October, r9ro, but
prior to that he had rendered editorial assistance,. Ito one
had held the office of secretary longer than Mr Shirlev, and
as editor of their Transq.ctions it was unive'rsally agreed that
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thc 
' I ' r t t t tsactiotts had attained a pre-eminence amongst al l

other publ icat ions of a sirni lar nature. Mr Shir lev had per-

sonally edited no less than tn,elve volumes, and his indexi'g

of the volumes hacl made the Transactions live' His personal

contributigns to their Tronsactiotls were as nume'rous as they

were erudite, and shorved the literary skill and abilitv which

they might expect. As secretary NIr Shirley had been a

target for inquiry, and had always been ready to impart from

his store of knowledge. In these circumstances i t  was not

surprising that he had heard widespread regret at his resig-

nation. He had reacl in the stanclard. the follou'ing '-'( f f i5

difficult to imagine the Society progressing rvithout his

st imulus and guidance. 
" These were very strong words, btt t

he thought they were deserved. VIr Shir ley's services to the

Society had been invaluable. Some might have rvondered

*,hy, in these days r,l,'hen testimonials were verv common, that

no such commemoration had been arranged. A testirnclnial

u'hich might have been started would only be to com-

mercial ise Mr Shir ley's services, and i f  the;v tr ied to put those

services on a commercial basis he did not know rvhere thev

coulcl possibly find an end. on reflection, therefore, it seetned

best that no such tangible testimonial should be nrade, and

if it rvas necessary for Mr Shirley at any time to think of

rvhat he had clo,ne, he had only to look at the volumes he had

so ably edited during his career. His relat ionship rvith \{r

Shirley hird zrlrvays been of tht: utmost cordiality. I{e noq'

moved that  in  the i r  minutes they record; - ( (Jhs corc i ia l

appreciation of the services rvhich Mr G' W' Shirley has ren-

clered to the Dumfries and Galloway Natural Historv anC

Antiquarian Society as honorary secretary frorn rgro to rgzS;

throughout this period he has no,t only performed his secre-

tarial duties rvith marked zeal and ability, but he has also-

as editor of our Transactions-raised them to a standard of

excellence rvhich places them in the forefront of similar

publications; the members of the Society take this opportunity

of placing on recorcl their appreciation of Mr Shirlev's long-

continuecl services, and they extend to him their lvarmest
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thanks for all that he has done to advance the rvelfare of the
Society. "

Mr Shirley, in reply, expressed his appreciation of Mr
Gladstone as president. He had been a most loyar, s-ym-
pathetic, and helpful chief.  He had also to thank Mr
M'Kerrow for his services as treasurer I that portion of the
work had never given him a moment's care. He had been
trying to reason out why he did this work for the Society.
Nobody did a thing purely and absolutely for the sake of
the wo'rk itself ; they must have some interest or natural
impulse before they could take an interest in it, especially if
the work rvas voluntary. He had come to the conclusion that
right at the bottom it had simply been a matter of phvsical
pleasure. what had given him most pleasure rvas the in-
tel lectual pursuit .  we had a great deal of shame in Britain
about intel lectual pursuits, because we deemed ourselves
Iiable to be charged with being intellectuar snobs. FIe felt
that there was a false shame among' many people interestecl
in ideas and in mental activity, and he thought that should
not exist,  but that they should be as bold and blunt ancl
blatant about it as other people were about football or golf.
It seemed to him that the most impo,rtant thing for us to-day
rvas the stimulus of inte'llectual activity. He rvould like to
found a society fo,r the stimulation of intellectual activity that
u'ould embrace almost all intellectual activity from the drama
to questions about Egyptian bones and mummies, and so on.
He did not intend to r,r'ithdraw himself from the functions of
the Society, r'i 'hich he hoped rvould have a flourishing life.

23rd October, 1928.

Chairman-T'he Pnpsropur'.

\M. W. Welsh, E.q., M.A., late Headmaster of Sed-
bergh, g'ave an extremely interesting address on " 'l 'he

Romans in North Afr ica. " I t  rvas i l lustrated by part icularlv

f ine lantern sl ides.
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16th November, 1928.

The Baron Courts of Nithsdale, 1757'1794.

I l -v A. CrnrRoN Snnrs.

I h.nnooucttoN. ]

The folio volume in manuscript, entitled on its first page
" Barron Courts of the Estate of Nithsdale," was acquired

by' this Society at the Lennox sale in Februarv, r9r8. There

is already a considerable bodvl of publ ished records of Baron

Courts, but this volume is unique in exhibit ing the ancient

inst i tut ion in i ts last stages. I t  deals with the period r3th

August, rZ57, to zTth June, 1794, during which the minutes

indicate a gradual decline, till at the end, although the

remaining leaves have been cut away, the impression remains

that the Baron Court has expired. In the earl ier years of the

period dealt with all the tenants appear at the court, and with

frankness and loyalty admit their shortcomings. As time

proceeds, however, evidence and attendance are both given

with great reluctance. The court possessed, and in one

r The following Brslrocn.{rHY oF Benox Counrs may not be

complete:-
Court Boolt of the Barory1 of Arie i,n' Kincardi'neslfire,

cclitecl by Douglas G. Barron, S.H.S., 1892.
t607-1747,

.Recorcl,s of th,e Baron, Court of ,\t itchil l, 1655-1807, ecl. C. B. Gunn,

s.H.s. ,  1905.

Cotwt Book of Corseh,il l Brurony, 1666-1719, in Arch. and ll ist.

Collns. relating to Ayr anct Wigtown, vol. 4, PP. 65-249.

Ccurt Tlook of th,e Baronies of Lassuatl 'e an(l Loanhead,

1664-1740, in Sir  John Clerk 's Memoirs,  S.H.S.,  1892, pp.  240-2.

Btnlalt) Court of Leitlt,1724-\750, by Davitl Robertson, in Bk. of

ttre Old Eclinr. Club, r'ol. 15, PP. 165-205.

Kind,Ql Tenants of the Archbi,shopri,c of Glasgow, J. A. Brorvn,

in Trans. Glas. Arch. Soe., New Series, vol. 5, Pt. 2, PP. 105-124.

Kynd,ti,e T,enants, Mrs J. R. Oliver, in Trans. Hawick Areh. Soc.,

New Ser ies,  vol .  1 (1888-90).

OlcI Stat. Acct. (1792), 6.572, New, 6.337,579, Crawforrl parish,;

Old,  2.262,  New, 5.91,  Newton'on-Agr.

Scotch Leg'al Antiqu,' it i,es, Cosmo Innes (1872).

Morison's l)i'ctionnry of Ilecisiorts untler Ju,risdicti'on : Baq'on

Courts,  pp.  7 i i39-7548.

Glasgort t  Eerald,2 lst  Feb. ,  1912, D.  A,  Boyt t ;  G.  W. Shir ley.
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instance exercised, the power to amerce absents, but the

decay of interest was inevitable, and one of the latest entries

irr this book shows that an action for multures had been

appealed from the Baron Court to the Sheriff-Substitute. A
fatal blow was probably given to Baron Courts by the Act of
rZ4Z abolishing heritable jurisdictions, which placed their
transactions under the supervision of the Sheriff and the
Sheriff Clerk. It is probably to this Act that the present
volume owes its existence, for although these courts had been
held from immemorial times it would seem from a remark
made by " witness (3rd January, US8), that minutes were
not recorded in writing at the time referred to (about rZ$).
If, as appears to be the case, appeals could be carried to the
Sheriff Court, some r,vritten record obviously became a
necessity. 

' I 'hus 
the volume was quite possibly not only the

last, but also the f irst,  and only writ ten record of these courts.

One reason why the court fell into disfavour was that in
comparison with the civil courts this baron court was entirely
one-sided; its officers from the Baillie downwards were the
nominees and paid servants of the proprietor. The factor
was sometimes the Fiscal of the court,  and in no single
instance does he fail to secure from the Baillie the decreet
which he craves. As fiscal he received the fines, and as factor
no doubt accounted for them to the baroh. The court was
therefore entirely the creature of the baron, and was simply
made the medium for enforcing his rights in accordance with
t ime-hor-roured customs and the practices of good husbandry
and neighbourship. 1'he complaints of the miller, or tacksman
of the barony, will occupy a large part of the proceedings.
Lands which had once been part of a barony remained thir led
t.r the mill even after the lands themselves had been detached
and sold to new proprietors. Not only were the multures and
services part icularly distasteful in such cases, but also they
w'ere difficult to assess when lands had once been alienated.
For how was the mil ler to know the amount of a tenant's
" grindable corrrs " except by some sort of esplonage or by
thr: oath of the tenant himself ? At f i rst tenants seem to have
truthful ly admitted their abstractions, then f inding multures
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too onerous they depone negative or admit only small

amounts. So great seems to have been the feeling against

multures that at one period some tenants threatened to turn

their lands to grass; from r,vhich it may be inferred that

multures were so heavy as to turn the scale against cropping.
'Ihat 

they did not persist in carrying out their threat was due

to the suasion or admonit ion of the proprietor or his factor.

Perhaps owing to alienation of the lands of the sucken,

perhaps owing to the thirlage itself and its consequent

monopoly, the mil l  seems in some cases to l tave become

inefficient for its work of grinding (rZZ+ K), or even

insufficiently water-tight to preserve grain consigned to it for

rnulture (r769 K). 
'I'enants 

produced to the court samples of

meal wretchedly and wastefully ground by the mill of the

sucken. They had a real grievance if they were compelled to

pay multures to the mil l  under thir lage, and also to pay

another more eflicient mill for the actual grinding. The

nri l ler might retort that the evi l  state of the mil l  was due to

.the tenants'neglect to repair the mil l  and i ts pert inents in

thatch, dams, and watergangs; but this did not al lay dis-

content. Other evidence of a falling ofi in feudal loyalty

appears (rZ6g) in the neglect of the tenants of I{ irkgunzeon

to render to the family of the superior certain personal ser-

vices, elsewhere known as boon (bound) work, e.g., leading

peats. There is also a notable increase in the disposit ion to

raise minor objections on points of procedure. One of the

most original examples occurs in 176r, when a tenant-

represented by a Dumfri"t *vi1s1-advances the plea that no

officer of the court may be a Roman Catholic.

I t  may here be mentioned that, in contrast with other

Baron Courts of which the proceedings have been published,

the Baron Courts of Nithsdale took no cognisance of any

questions of moral i ty, peace' church-going, or small  civi l

nratters. The adherence of the Maxwells of Nithsdale to the

Roman Catholic faith was sufficient reason for this

abstention : in any case Kirk-sessions and civil courts of the

countv were at this period sufficiently occupied with suclt

matters. 
' l ' f ie Baron Courts did, however, deal with a number
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or miscellaneous breaches of fenant law and custom. These

included ordinary arrears of rent, failure to attend (rent)

ccllection-days, cutting of wood without permission, selling

dung off their mailing, failure to maintain houses in tenant-

able condit ion, to f i l l  up marl-pits, clean drains, bui ld marclt

dykes. From the wood-cutting case it is learned incidentally

that tenants used an ash tree for the beam of their plough,

hazel for harrow teeth and rungs to a heck, and birch for

,^:j:a-"-fett 

"-2 1sry1inder that wheeled carts were still very

Another complaint accuses tenants of taking " tirie

peats " to Lochar Moss for lighting their tobacco pipes, and

taking coals of fire (probably the same thing) to the wood of

Caerlaverock at the winning of the hay, with disastrous

results for the moss and danger to the woods.

Overcropping was another ground of action. From the

minutes i t  is evident that by use and wont a tenant might

only have three " furrs " broken ( i .e.,  for crop) at any one

time, but that some were in the habit of breaking a fourth

furr (176r). The word farm is rarely used, but occurs in this

case. Possessions is the usual term. A number of tenants

occupied what might now be called a farm. It is presumed

that use and wont prescribed a three'year rotation. What

the rotation was is not indicated, but upon the fourth furr

the offenders sowed " small  corn"'a crop suitable for ground

in the last stage of exhaustion. Small  corn' being dist in-

guished from r,vhite corn in the f iars, was probably that which

i l i  in another place cal led as " brocked " or " gray-brocked "

corn, a more exact descript ion than the modern term black

corn. " Brockit  " denotes " mott led blacl< and white, " l ike

the faces of some blackfaced ewes.

' fhe 
word f ield is never used, because enclosing hacl not

made progress beyond perhaps the " nlains ' l  or home-farm

of the superior. , \  . l 'ew instances occur, I758, Dttncow and

Caerlaverock. 
' fhe factor of Nithsdale was, however,

cndeavouring to induce neighbours to bui ld mutual march

clykes. I t  may be of interest to reproduce at this stage a
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Iease written by James Morrison, the factor who so frequently

appears in the Baron Court Book.

10th July, 1759.-Tack of the farm of the Lands of Blackshaw
(Caerlaverock parish) by William Maxwoll of Nithsdale to
Alexander lfieslop, then in Lands as presently possessed by
him. The rent is f28 sterling, and the tenant is bound to
ca,rry all grindable corns-seed and horso corn only
excepted-to the mill of the barony, and to pay the aocus-
tomed multures, mill dues and services, and assist in
keeping the miln in repair; or-in the tenant's option-
to pay the proportion of the mill-rent conform to an
agreement signed by the tacksmen of the miln and the
tenants of the barony, dated I ], which gives
them liberty of doing with their corns what they please
upon payment of that sum; to build march dykes if any
neighbour agrees. The tenant also obliges himself not to
rumbut nor mislabour the lands and to take only three
crops of outfield; to attend the Baron Courts in the Barony
when cited thereto, and to obey the lawful acts and
sentences of the Baillies thereof. The duration is for 21
y€ars, with liberty to remove at every three years' end on
six months' intimation.

This tack contains a word hitherto unknown, the verb
rumbut, which also appears in an earlier tack on which
this one is modelled. [Reg. Ho. Dumfries Comm. Deeds
nof marked Recorded.]

In all the subjects of litigation so far selected for

mention the proprietor's interest may be said to be rnore

conspicuous than that of the tenant. There were, however,

a few cases which might be described as questions of Good

Neighbourship or Neighbourhood, such as determination of

marches, keeping cattle from straying after the usual date

in early spring, allocation of working places at the mosses'

and of netting places in the'Water of Nith. The last of these

cases it would require a Glencaple fisherman to interpret.

Most petty disputes over boundaries, or catt le straying

upon crops, or at the peat-moss' were determined on the spot

by burlawmen, who for their services might be recouped at the

rate of two persons equivalent to one burlawman, or his price,

9ci per day (r4th December, 1758 H). In certain parishes

there were Mossmen as well as Burlawmen (roth June,

1758 K) or as alternatives $774 K). Being once elected at
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the Baron Court of a particular barony they remained charged

with the authority of the Baron Court, and any who disputed

their ruling could be proceeded against at the next sitting of

the court of that barony. As the intervals between courts

were generally of considerable length, these officers consti-

tuted a useful jury of permanent local arbiters who regulated

summarily the mutual concerns of the neighbours. Occa-

sionally they might be ordered by the court to conduct special

investigations or to execute specific decrees of the court.
'l 'he 

word burlawmen derives from early Saxon times.

Skene, in his Exposition of the Diffi.cile Wordes in Regian't

Majestatem (tSgil, says : " Laws of Burlaw ar maid and

determined be consent of neichtbors, elected and chosen be

common consent, in the Courts cal led Byrlaw Courts. In the

whilk cognition is taken of complaints betuix nichtbor and

nichtbor. 1'he quhilk men sa chosen as judges and arbi-

trators to the effect foresaid, are commonly called Byrlaw

men. I t  is ane Dutch word for baur or baursman in Dutch

is rust icus, ane husbandman. And sa byrlaw, or burlaw, or

baur lar ,v ,  leges rust icorunr  :  la r ,ves maid be husbandmen con-

cerning nichtbourheid to be keiped amangis themselves. "

He also dist inguishes between Bir law and Baron Courts.

[Al l  other and sundrie things quhilk occurres in Barone

courts are determined at the discretion and will of the Lord

o{. the court. ] 
" Except Birlaw courts the quhilkis are

rewled be consent of neighbours. " The first sentence is a

quotation from Regiam Majestatem or the Auld Lawes and

Consti tut iones of Scotland, a code dating perhaps from the

reign of David L (rrz4-rr53), the " exception " is Sir John
Skene's comment. I t  is probable that a gif t  of barony

entitled the superior to rule his own baron court, and that

the Burlaw Court was a more democratic inst i tut ion, a court

ol neighbours of equal standing who regulated their mutual

relations in accordance with the common interest. The New

English Dictionary quotes a document of rz57 relating to

Furness Abbey in Lancashire. " Mutual trespasses of the

avers [beasts] of Wil l iam of Furness and the Abbot shal l  bc

mutually settled in accordance with Birelag without plea in
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court. " Here two considerable land-owners submitted

themselves to tsyrlaw, the unrvritten lar,v of neighbourhood,

delivered, no doubt, in a moot of neighbours at the moot

hill. 
'Ihe 

burlawmen seem to have been retained by the Baron

Courts, especially for the simple matters of good neighbour-

hood. Wherever crofter communities actually share land or

mosses in comtnon some authority of 'elders is au absolute

necessitv to sett le dates and to apport ion shares. In the

North of Scotland and in the lsles some such authority

functioned t i l l  recent t imes, and perhaps st i l l  functions, but

not under the name of burlawmen.

It  is inconceivable, however, that the Baron Court,  as

rve here see it in its moribund state, a mere tool of the baron,

invariably giving decreet as craved by the baron, represents

the baron court of early t imes. In the period here dealt with

tht '  tenants were teuants in the nrodern sense, l iable to

removal at the end of their tacks. On the other hand their

predecessors of the r6th century and earl ier were kindly

tenants not l iable to summary removal. l 'he superior 's con-

sent lvas necessarv for succession of the heirs of the kindly

tenant-on payment of a casualtv-but that he did receive

not only heirs but also assignees is proved by the frequency
',vi th which tenants of the Nithsdale and other baronies

rvadset or mortgaged their diminutive possessions '  and al l

rycht ,  c la im,  and k indness thereto . '2  No r ,vadset  would  have

been rvorth the paper i t  was r,vr i t ten upon unless the creditor

in whose favour the wadset r'vas granted could reckon upoll

himself or his nominee being accepted by the superior as

kindl l '  tenant. For the same reason the " mail ls " payable

cannot have been subject to arbitrarf increase by the baron,

fo:- this also would diminish the value of the mortgage. The

kindly tenants were therefore vassal proprietors of their

roumes, tenandries, or mail ings, holding of the baron as the

baron held of the Crown. The procedure of succession was

simple, being that st i l l  knowtr in Er-rgland as " copyhold,"

consist ing simplv of the pal 'ment of a casualty. The

succcssor  pa id  to  the propr ie tor  thc  hcrez ie ld  or  best  aught ,

z  Sec  t h t ' s c  T r r t t s .  ( : i )  9 .176 ;  ( 3 )  3 .311 ;  ( 3 )  6 .168 ;  ( 3 )  12 .126 .



' I 'un 
Banclx CotlnTs or NtrrrsD,\LE.

and thereupon was "  renta l i t , "  i .e . ,  enro l led in  the renta l  or

rent-roll of the barony. This mode of tenancy continued in

one of the estates (Duncow) unti l  i t  was sold by the Maxwells

about r8oo. 
' fenants 

were simply enrol led r,vi thout writ ten

tacks. ISut in prospect of the sale and to protect the tenants

thcv werer proviclccl u' i th leases properlv drarvn out.5 
' l 'he

other features of kindlv tenancv-security <lf  tenure and of

succession, and f ixi tv of rent-had lorrg disappearcd. When

the baron no longer depended on a body of his kin or kindly

tenants to fol low hirn to the f ield of rvar, and wheu rvith the

advent of peace lands increased in value, the ancient s-r 'stem

of kindly tenancy gradually disappeared. The last of the

kindly'  tenants survived almost to ntoderu t imes in the

parishes of Nervtou-on-Ayr, and Clra'uvford i tr  Lanarkshire.a

1'he King's kincl ly '  tenants of the Four Towns (near Loch-

maben) di l lered from others in holding direct ly of the Crown.

Without entering more seriouslv into the question of

hindly tenure an extract may be quoted as i l lustrat ing the

mutual  deperrdence < l f  t l re  "  master  o f  the grot r r rc l  "  a t rd  h is

kindly tenants in the period when the clan-system f lourislrecl

i ' r  the South of Scotland.

zrs t  Ju ly ,  r55r . - I t  is  agreed that  ne i ther  the La i rd  o f

Johnstone nor his heirs shal l  remove John Johnston
of the Coitts, his father or anv of his brothers from
" oty of their auld natyve and kyndlie roumes " or

possessions presently held by them, but shal l  main-

tain and defend them. The Laird has forgiven his

rancour and shal l  receive them in hearty kindness

and favour as becomes " the maister and chief to

do to his servandis ind kynnismen," while the said

John and the others shal l  truly serve the laird with

their bodies and goods as formerly. fHist.  MSS.

r1.g .2r ,  Annandale Pa. ]

It is very clearly shown in an early minute that tht:

multures payable to the mill of the barony were of three kinds

-Multure, Knaveship, and Settness. The Knaveship was

3 Latv Papels, D' inui idic t ' .  Oorric (139.|).
r  See Rib. unrler note 1.

1 9
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originally a small payment in kind made to the under-miller
as a servants'  perquisite. l t  was a sort of pou.rboire, but in
Scots law obligation to pay multure was understood to imply
the addit ional pa,r 'merrt of Kr-raveship.s ln the barony of

Holywood Knaveship amounted to a peck of meal for each
bo l l  o f  sh i l l i ng .0  I t  seems  to  have  go r l e  i n to  t he  m i l l e r ' s
girnel (z9th l)ecember, rZZ4), he being both mil ler and under-
mil ler.

Multure was the principal pavment, also made in kind,

either the Eleventh or the one and 
' I 'wentieth 

peck of grains

coming to the mil l ;  and al l  grain grown on the barony,

except horse and seed corn, was expected to be carried to
the mil l  of the barony. In sonre cases the multure, instead
oi being variable, because depending upon the crops, was
commuted into a fixed payment of money or victual. The
annual pavment thus f ixed was known as Settness (a word
not  found in  Jamieson) ,  the meaniug be ing that  the mi l le r

(or  h is  baron)  had se l f  the mul tures to  the tcnant  (or  new

proprietor) as one might sett a farm (in tack) or a sum of
monev at interest.

' fhe 
Baron of  N i thsdale ,  not  des i r ing h imsel f  to  pres ide

over his Baron Courts, granted commission of bai l l iary to a
person who then became Baron Bail l ie. His commission

covered all the six baronies represented in this yslurns-

Caerlaverock, I)unco'uv, Holywood, Lochrutton, I i i rkgun-

zton, and 
' l 'erregles. ' l 'he 

l laron Bail l ie, having presented

his  Commiss ion in  erach of  these baron ies,  appoin ted a c lerk

r,vho lvas at f i rst the schoolmaster in l 'erregles, but at later

dates a r,vr i ter ir-r Dumfries. 
' l 'he 

Bail l ie also appointecl a

Procurator- l i iscal (who in the later stages was simply the

" factor of the estate), and last of al l  a Baron Off icer. 
' l 'he

last is probabl-r '  t l re individual rr, ' l ro irr  other records of Baron

Cour ts  is  ca l lec l  the "  I )empster .  "  H is  dut ies  were to  serve

a Clrt en's E ttt ye. rtf Sr'o'l s /,rt?{,' ull(lcl ' l inttae slr, 't,�t. l lhe rvord
.Lfu, l ture shoul t l  be plououttct ' f [  l t rool ' t ' .

6 Tlre worcl .sl,il'l,ittg, scltill,i.nc, rvhich o(iclurs so frequently, clenotes
the cclible groats frceil or '( shelled " of lrusks. When great oats
lvere rvorth 1s 6d pcr l){rr:l( (1780) coru-s}ril l ing lvas valuecl at 3s 611.
A  bo l l  con ta . i ne r l  . 1  f i r ' l o t s l  a  f i r l o t ,4  pecks l  anc l  a  peck ,4 l i pp ies .

Singer, p. 416.



' fnB 
Bantxr Counrs or NITgsDALE. 2L

citations, call parties, and premonish persons amerced by the

court to make payment within 15 days under threat of

poinding. He, in fact, publ ished the doom of the court,

whence the name " I)empster. " I t  is not used in this book.

The opening of a Baron Court,  i f  ful ly recorded, woulcl

appear somer,vhat as fol lows : " Court lawful ly aff irmit (or

fenced) in due t ime of d"y ";  ot " curi is affvrntat is." " Suits

cal led," " sect. is ztocatis," or " rol l  cal led." 
-fhe 

rol l  seerns

to have been cal led by the " l)empster " lvho, i f  sat isf ied,

might add " with al l  members needful " and sign. Or i f

the court so decided there would appear " absents

amerciated. " Al l  the tenants of the part icular barony were

bound to attend the court (see lease quoted above). 
' I 'his

\r-as a universal rule in al l  pr imit ive courts, including Parl ia-

ment i tself ,  and the courts of the sherif f .  The persons under

obl igation to attend courts were known as " suitors "-pe1,

of course, in the modern sense. The opening minute in this

book, however, never extends beyond the one or t 'uvo of thesc

entr ies in either the English or the Latin form.

Oprrcrars oF THE Counrs.

Here and elsewhere the various baronies are denoted by

initials :

John Maxwel l  wr .  in  Drumfr ies :  Ba i l l ie ,  r3 th  Aug. ,  1757,

to  Sth Dec. ,  rZZ2;  "  o f  Corswadda,"  8 th  Dec. ,  1763.

He appoints

James Gordon schmr. at Terregles, Clerk;

Homer Harbertson in Baronhil l ,  Procurator-Fiscal ;

Lideous Iteid in Bowhouse of 
'I'erregles, 

Officer, to the

several jur isdict ions, r3th Aug., 1757.

George Maxwell  younger of Carruchan, Clerk, H. zTth Dec.,

r 7 7 r ;

George Mackenzie wr. in Dumfries, Bai l l ie, H. 8th Sept.,

rZ74 (under  commn dated rz th  Jany. ,  t774) ;

John Crockat, Officer,

Simon M'Kenzie, bro. of the bai l l ie, Clerk, H. zTth Dec.,

r 77 r  ;  K .  zS th  Dec .  ,  1774 ;

John M'Morrine wr. in Dumfries, Bai l l ie, H. t4th Mch.,

1783 (under commn dated aSth Dec., r78r) ;
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Janres ' l ' rvaddel l  rv r ' .  iu  l )umfr ies ,  C lerk ,  H.  r4 th  \ ' Ich . ,  t783;

C--. 5th June, t78+;

George Nlaxwell  of Carruchan, Proc. Fisc., C. 5th June,
r784 ;

John M'Nlorrine, Baron Baillie of the Estate (under commn
dated z8th Dec., r78r), appoints, zTth Dec., 1787,

Robert 'fhomson late in 'ferreglestoun now in Dumfries,
Officer of the varieus baronies I and

Samuel Clark wr. in Dumfries, Clerk, K. ; 
" commissary

clerk of I)umfries, " Clerk, " Drumsleet and Lincluden

Baronies, " zgth M"y, r7go.

John Armstrong, wr. in Dumfries, Clerk, H. 9th Aug., 1789.

,\ lexander Moffat, \vr., I)umfries, Clerk, Duncow, 8th

NIch.,  rT92.
The extracts which follow do not exhaust all the infor-

mation obtainable from the manuscript. Mere l ists of tenants,

for instance, have as a rule been omitted. As the extracts

proceed the lansuage and spel l ing of  the manuscr ipt  are here

gradually modernised. Formulae and details of procedure

when once exemplified are as a rule not repeated.

BannoN Counrs ot' THE Est.rrR ot'- NrrssDAI.E

Holden by John Maxwell, Writer in Dumfries, Baillie.

At Terregles, r3th August, V57.-1, John Maxwell,

writer in Drumfries, Bail l ie of the Honbtu Will iam Maxwell

of Nithsdale, specially constituted by Commission dated
Do hereby empower James Gordon, School-

master at 1'erregles, to be Clerk, and Homer Harbertson in

Baronhill to be Procurator Fiscall of Court, and Lideous

Reid in Bowhouse of Terregles to be officer in the several

jurisdictions belonging to the said William Maxwell, and to

continue as such untill they either be discharged or others

appointed in their room and place. And they, having been

personally present, accepted and gave their Oaths de fideli
A dministr atione O fi,cii.

Same Date.-IJnto the Baillie of the Barrony of tlolly-

wood the Petition of Christopher Armstrong', l'enant of the

Mills of Clouden, being the Mills of the Barrony of Holly-



' l 'up 
Benox Counrs or Nrlusn,\LE. 23

n,ood, Sheweth That by tack dated erst March, rZS4, thc

proprietor fMaxrvel l ]  sett to me the said Nli l ls with the hai l l

Nfultures, Sequels, and Pertinenls for r r years after Lammas

tlren next; 
' I 'hat 

the Lands aftermentioned lying rvithin tht:

said Barrony are astricted and thirled to the said Mills and

pay the Eleventh peck of Multure and a peck of meal for each

boll  of Shi l l ing of Knaveship.

Others pay the One and 
' lwentieth 

peck of Multure

besides the Knaveship.

Others  are lyab le  [on ly ]  in  the Knaveship ,  v iz . ,  a  peck

of meal for each bol l  of shi l l ing.

Others have been in use to pay yearly the sums of monev

ancl quanti t ies of victual aftermentioned in name of

Settnesses in l ieu of the multures, viz. :

Steelstown, belonging to Lady Steelstown, possessed by

Wil l iam Sturgeon, ro pecks of Shi l l ing and 5 pecks of Bear.

Fourmerkland, bel.  Mr Andrew Baveridge; po. David

and  James  \ \ r a l ke rs ,  d l 1 ' ea r l v . 7
Par t  o f  M'Whanr ick ,  be l .  Wi l l iam I rv ine o f  Gr ib ton,  Po.

Ja.mes Sheirswood, z merks.

Por t rack,  be l .  John Maxwel l ,  po.  James Cael l ie  and

Wi l l iam Dunlop,  z  m.  and Knaveship  las  above] .

Standalane, part of Portrack, bel.  Hugh Maxwell  of

Dalswinton, r m.

Cowhil l ,  bel.  Dougal Max"vel l ,  3 bol ls of small  corn

yearly.

Mid I{ i l ly lung, bel.  Anna Nlaxr,vel l  and Richard Lattdt 'r ,

her  son,  po.  Joseph Shank land,  r !  bo l l  smal l  corn.

Upper  K i l ly lung,  be l .  Maxwel l  o f  Co"vh i l l '  r r  pec l r

sh i l l ing and 8 peck bear .

Gui l lyh i l l  and Mar t in town,  be l .  John Young of  Gui l lvh i l l ,

po.  Thomas Johnston,  Thomas Hai rs tanes '  and Samuel

Howat ,  20 p .  sh i l l ing and 14 P.  bear .

Dardryne, bel.  to do. ,  2 P. shi l l ing and z p. bear.

Carse,  be l .  A lex.  Johnston of  Carnsa l loch,  po.  Johrr
Burgess and Hugh Walker, r5 p. victu2l-trv6 part bear ancl

the th i rd  par t  sh i l l ing.

? Al l  the sl lrns nl 'e in Scots moneY.
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The miller complains that the possessors have abstracted
their corns, bear, rye, pease, and other grain growing on the
said lands for crops, 1755, 61 craves that they be summoned
to give their oaths of verity regarding abstractions, and be
decerned to bring their hail l grindable corns to the said mills
and pay the multures.

'I- 'he Bail l ie grants warrand to Lideous Reid, Stewart
Officer and Officer of the Barrony of Hollywood, and the
execution of summons is signed by him and witnessed by
Will iam Morrine in Morrintown and Thomas Hiddleston.

miller at Over Mill of Clouden.
e3rd August, rZSZ.-The Barron Court of Hollywood,

holdin at Clouden Mills, by John Maxwell, Bail l ie.
The haill tenants personally present.
Court lawfully fenced.

ISame case] The Baillie, before further procedure,

appointed the following to strick the Fears for Crops, 455
a n d  6 :

John Burgess and Hugh Walker, both in Holm of

Hollywood, chosen on the part of Armstrong, the pursucr;

John Cowan at Hollywood Kirk and Will iam Dunbar in

Portrack, chosen by the Heretors and Tenants lyable.

They having given oaths de fideli reported.

Pursuer (Armstrong) condescends upon the amount of

abstractions alleged by him against

John Cowan at Holvwood kirk, ro p. of shil l ing and rye.

James Hairstanes in M'Whanrick.
David Crocket in Slaethorncroft.
Robert M'Naught in Foord.

James Crosbie in Stepfoord, each ro p. shil l ing; and

Edward Elton at Holywood kirk.

Thomas Morrine, late in Hollenbush, now in Killylung,

each 5 p. shilling.
All these being absent, decreet is given against them.

r5th December, ry57.-Same case. Depositions.

James Clark, tenant of half of Nether Killilung,

acknowledges liability for the Eleventh Peck and Knaveship,

but alleges that at commencement of his tack there was an
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agreement with the Earl of Nithsdale that Robert crocket in
Netherholm, James Brown and William Clark, writers in
Drumfries, and John Crocket, then miller, should fix a sum
ol'money to be paid to the miller in lieu of the above multure.
This he offers to prove by witnesses, and the Bailie grants
diligence to summon these for l'hursday, 5th January.

3rd January, eg8.-Clark's witnesses examined.
James Brown, writer in Drumfries, 66, married, deponed

that some years before 1743 he was factor on the estate of
Nithsdale, and about eighteen months before he gave up said
factory he was present at clouden Mills at a Baron Multure
Court kept for the Barony of Holywood, where ,were also
present the Earle of Nithsdale, Will iam Denholm, and James
Clark, merchants in Drumfnes, at which Court deponent
acted as clerk; that at that t ime John Crocket, the then
Multurer, complained of Abstractions by the inhabitants of
Holywood; that the defender and his partner alleged that the
multure charged against them was very high, and that rather
than pay they would turn their farm wholly into grass; that
the Earl answered that as he had set the mills to John crocket
they behoofeds to transact and agree with him, and whatever
ag'reement was made should stand as a Rule during their
tack; and that after long debate defender agreed to pay
yearly d6 sc, in name of multure; that as there were no
judicial minutes of the procedure then taken the deponent has
none to produce.

John Crocket in Bilbow, 40, married, concurred, and
further deponed that the Earl himself took deponent aside
and treated him to agree with defender and his partner, and
said it would be worse for him, the deponent and himself, if
they turned their farm into grass.

Robert Crocket in Netherholm, 6o, married, deponed
that at the desire of the Earl he prevailed on John Crocket,
the preceding witness, to transact the multure then in
dispute.

The Baillie decerns that the tenants of Nether Killilung
pay $16 yearly in name of Setness and in lieu of multure, and

8 Pron, bood,, ot tather bu,i,d,
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that during the 19 years after Whitsunday, 457, being the

years of endurance of Clerk and Denholm's tack, and there-

after to carry all their grindable corns and other grain to the

mills of Clouden and there pay the eleventh peck of multure

with " Knavship " and other services.

8th June, r1S8.-Barron Court of Duncow, holden at

f)uncow, by John Maxwell, Baillie.
Court lawfully fenced.

James Morison, factor on the Estate of Nithsdale, repre-

sented that there were no Burlawmen constituted in the

Barrony for settling any disputes that may happen to arise

among the tenents, and required the Bail l ie might appoint

proper persons of best judgement.

The Bail l ie, considering the request reasonable, nomi-

nates, constitutes, and appoints William Robson, Duncow,

John Corrie there, James Cowan in Quarrelwood, and James
Robson in Newlands, to be Burlawmen of said barrony, who

gave their oaths de fdeli and sign the minute.

William Robson, tenent of the mill of Duncow, repre-

sented that the whole tenents of the barrony of Duncow and

Quarrelwood, comprehending Castlehill, Bellholm, Ridding-

wood, and Newlands, are lyable to keep the mill in thatch,

and the Damm and Watergangs in sufficient order yearly,

but that the same was not regularly done, whereby he

sustained a great deal damnages.

The Baillie decerns in the terms of the crave, " and that

the tenants shall assist in bringing home millstones, " under

penalty of dro sc. each offender, by and attour9 performance.

The tenents of Duncow, viz., John corrie and william

Robson, complained that the meadow of Castlehill, lying

among the lands of Duncow, whereof the tenents of Duncow

have been in the immemorial and uninterrupted possession of

eating the foggage after the hay was cut yearly, but that of

late the tenents of Castlehill have inclosed the meadow with

a dyke, whereby the tenents of Duncow witl be deprived of

a iigtrt which they have possessed for forty years and

upwards.

I Over ancl above'
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The Baillie grants warrand to Farquhar M'Gillivray,
Barron officer, for serving summons upon David Blunt and
Samuel Blunt, tenents of castlehill, and grants diligence
against witnesses, and warrand to cite the proprietor if living
within the barony.lo

James Morrison represents that in a tack granted to
James Robson in Newlands the marches given up by said
James were wronglv inserted in the tack, and desired that the
Bail l ie, with the Burlawmen and tenants of Duncow and
Newlands, perambulate the marches between these lands.
The Baillie accordingly went to the ground with James
Robson in Newlands, William Robson in Duncow, John
corrie there, James cowan in Quarrelwood, wil l iam stewart
in Duncow, John Robson there, and John Black at Terregles,
and settled the marches near Duncow to run from the mill-
damm in a straight line on the south-east side of the mill-ledd
conform to pitts digged in presence of the persons by Francis
Nicolson, and ordains a stone dyke to be built thereupon.
James Robson binds himself in dzo scots to observe the new
march, and the Bail l ie ordanis the tenants to keep good
neighbourhood under penalty of dro sc.

9th June, r758.-Barron Court of Caerlaverock, holden
at Bankend.

At the desire of James Morrison, factor, burlawmen are
appointed, viz., Jarhes Wilkin in Kilblain, John Rauline in
Glencaple, Thos. Bell in Meikle Highmains, Thomas Jamieson
in Bankend, John Edgar, James Rae, and James Dickson in
Blaikshaw, who gave oaths, etc.

James Morrison, factor, represented that there was a dis-
pute betwixt the tenants of Glencaple and Little Highmains
anent pasturing on the muir and keeping up a march dyke
betwixt these two grounds, and craves that the Baillie would
settle the dispute. By their tacks these tenants are bound
to possess the muir as formerly until a dispute between the
Earl and Mr Ferguson of Townhead shall be settled.

The Baillie ordains that the Burlawmen examine the

10 The proprietor, Brown of Milnheaal, tlial not, in fact, reeicle

within the barony of Duncow,

I
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dyke, employ workmen to repair it, and apportion the
expences between the tenants of the two lands.

The Factor complained that sundry persons of the

Barony lyable in rent did not attend the collection-day. The

haill tenents, all personally present, are decerned to attend

upon collection-days, as the factor inclines, under penalty of

dz sc. in default of sufficient excuse, " to be made by some

tccken from the tenent at the ccll lection house by the barron

ollicer. "

The Factor complained that sundry inconveniences arose

to his constituents from disrepair of the tenants' houses.

Burlawmen are ordained to inspect " the whole tenents "

houses, and report betwixt and Lammas next the expences

necessary in each case.
Thos. Bell, tenant in Meikle Highmains, for himself and

partners, and John Gowan and John Jamieson, tenants of

Litt le Highmains, represented that they are in dispute as to

a Lonningll betwixt these two grounds, and craved a proof.

Granted.
The factor craves decreet against James Jameson in

Greenmil l  for  dg rss 3 <lrzd stg.  arrears of  rent .  His

half-year's rent it dr 7s 6d. The Bail l ie ordains the Barron

officer to call the said James Jameson at the Barr, who being

called several times did not compear. lVarrand granted to

the Barron officer to premonish James to pay rvithin 15 days

under pain of poynding, etc.
roth June, r758.-Barron Court of Kirkgunzeon holden

at Kirkhouse.
Burlawmen appointed : Will iam Paterson in Blairshin-

noch, James Biggar in Cowan, John Pain in Bargrugg, and

Wm. Anderson in Glaisters.
The Baillie thereafter constituted and appointed James

Campbell in Barclosh, Alexander Herries in Claubelly, James
Coltart in Allyfoord, and Wm. Stitt in Ingleston to be moss-

men for settling disputes arising at the mosses' with power

tt A loantnq is properly a service roacl or path between the

lands of different tenants. ft might, however, be merely a bountlary

dyke (of earth).
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to apply to the Burlawmen for assistance. William Paterson
in Blairshinnoch is to oversee the whole, as he has been the
old mossman and knows the practice best.

Tenants ordained to attend collection days at the Forge
of Kirkgunzeo,n upon intimation to be made by the Baron
officer at least three da,vs before the date to be fixed by the
factor. Under penalty [as 9th June, rZ58].

Burlarvmen to cause tenants to put their houses in repair
betrvixt zrnd Nfartinmas.

Decreet against John 
-fhomson 

in Porterbelly for arrears
of rent, according to accompt made by iVIr M'Cartny, the
preceding factor. The half-year's rent is {S stg. besides
casual t ies.

rzth \{ay, r758.-Barron Court of Lochrutton holden
at N{il l town of Urr.

The factor represented that the Milltown of Orr was the
ordinary place o,f meeting with the tenants of Lochrutton and
Kirkpatrick Durham. Tenants ordained to attend there when
cited, and to obey the acts and sentences of the Baillie of the
Estate of Nithsdale. There being no Burlawmen, the follow-
ing are arppointed : John Sloan in Bogrie, John Hislop in
Nether.Barfi l l , Will iam Smith in Craigley, Andrew Mill igan
in Milltown of Orr, and Wm. Clark in Lawston.

Order that tenants attencl collection days [as above].
Decreet for arrears against Joseph Clark in Bettyknows,

possessor of Markland Park, John Paterson in Bowrick,
Rodger Soffly in Auchengibbert, and.John Knox in Town of
Orr.

John Frazer and Andrew M'Minn, tacksmen of the i l,t i l i
of Milltown, complain that the haill tenants of Lochrutton
and Orr have failed to bring their haill grindable corn to
the mill and there pay the accustomed multures, milldues,
and services used and rvont, viz., one peck of meal for each
boll of shilling, to furnish thatch to the mill, and keep the
dams and r,r'atergangs in sufficient repair, and that sundry
of the tenants have sold great quantitys of corn byu ,h" rnttt
without paying multure. Against James Kirkpatrick in

tz I.e., pnst.
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Markland, who during three years has so abstracted 36 pecks

of shilling, decreet is given f.or z pecks of meal. The Baillie

orders all tenants to carry their grindable corns to the mill,

seed and horse corn only excepted, pay multures, and render

services fas craved].

rTth July, r718.-Barron Court of Terregles holden at

Bowhouse.

The Bail l ie consti tutes and appoints as Burlawmen,

Homer Harberson in Barnhill, Theodore Edgar in Bowhouse,

James Card [signs Caird] in Beltonhill, and James Tait in

Hole.

The factor complains that William Wright in Cullochan

casts, on a moss in his possession, a great many pitts for

marl and fails to fill the same up with rubbish, and that he

ought to clean the drain not only through the hard ground but

also through the moss. Decreet itt AS sc. for " damnages

for bygones, " and for performance as craved.

William Newall of Castlehill, tacksman o,f the GIen Mill,

complained that tenants did not regularly pay their propor-

tions of thatch to the mill by which the same was in great

hazard of going into ruin. 
'I'he 

Baillie ordained that the

tenants bring the thatch to the mill this year and every two

years thereafter, upon eight days' warning by the millar to

each tenant, and that the millar may stop and detain each

tenant's grain in the mil l  t i l l  the thatch (or a f ine) is paid,

anrl that the millar shall keep the mill wind and water tight.

The factor complained that tenants carried dung off

their old possessions at their removal to other mailings, or

sold the dung off their ground. 
'Ihe 

Baillie enacts and

statutes accordingly.

r4th December, r758.-Baron Court of

holden at Charterhall.
'Ihe 

Baillie appoints the following persons

Fiars for crop rZSZ i James Crosbie in Stepfoord,

M'Coon in Moss-side (chosen on the part of

Hallywood

to strike the

and T'homas

feuars and
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tenants); and John Burgess in Holm, and James \A/ightman
in Bearcroft (chosen by the millar).

Christopher Armstrong, miller, alleges abstractions
against the following tenants and possessors liable in thirlage
to the mills of Cluden :

James Crosbie in Stepfoord; 3r md.
Gilbert and William Tods for part of Little M'Whanrick.

James Sheiswood in N{'Whanrick.

John Ker in Glengower.
Richard Maxwell of Killylung.

John Cowan for Graystoneflatt and Old Wood,

John Cowan for Stewarton.

John Houp in Newtownfoot.
Thos. M'Coon in Mosside.
Robt. NI'Naught in Foord and Dardryne.
Sibella Douglas.
The amounts - of corn, r,ve, and bear - range up to

3oo pecks. In the depositions which follow there occurs the
" fourth-part " as a measure of meal. Mention is also made

of. " gray brocked corn " sold, and " brocked corn " bought
for seed, by James Hairstanes, tenant of Litt le M'Whanrick,
and 3 pecks of rye bought from Auchengeith.ls

Appointment of Burlawmen.-As Hollywood is a large

and wide parish, it is thought reasonable that two proper

persons should be settled in the foot of the parish, two in

the middle, and two in the head. The Baillie therefore

appoints Edward Elton at Hollywood Kirk, John Burgess in

Holm, Christopher Armstrong', tenant o'f Cluden Mills, David

Crocket in Slaethorncroft, James Crosbie in Stepfoord, and

Adam Stott in Underwood; and ordains that in case any of

the Burlawmen be called in seed-time or harvest, the persons

calling them shall indemnify the Burlawmen of their expenses

fo,r every day they are employed in said office in said seasons

by either paying each of them ninepence for each day, or

furnishing two persons in each of their places either to the

harvest rigg or in seed time.

rB Auehengeithr tlre highest farm in Kirkmahoe, is not now

cultivatetl.
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4th April, r7fu.-Baron Court of Hollywood holden at

Charterhall by John Maxwell, Baillie. James Gordon, clerk;

Homer Harberson, pror fiscal; Farqr Nl'Gillivray, offr.

Court lawfully fenced.

At the desire of the factor the tenants of Holywood give

statutory declarations as to their liability to the mills of

Cluden for multure and knaveship [ot settness in a few

cases]. The deponents generally sign with their names or

init ials.

Edward Elton at Holywood Kirk for lands of Kilcroft

and part of Muircroft belonging to himself in property.

Adam Stott in half of Underwood, bel. Steelston.

Robert Findlay in Crossleys for part of Crossleys, bel.

Robt. Ferguson of Isle.

Janres Sheuswood in I'{eikle M'Whanrick for a Cott

Croft in N'Ieikle M'Whanrick.

Thomas Sturgeon for the other half of Underwood de'

pones as his nighbour Adanr Stott.
Thomas Hunter in Carlincroft for Carlincroft, part of

Blackcroft, Birkhall, and the half of 'fownhead, bel. to

Dougal Maxrvell of Cowhill.

John Ker in Burnhead of Dunsco're for a piece of ground

call'd the Catlochan, bel. to Capt. Gordon.

Thos. l\{orrine in Mid Killylung.

James Wightman in Bearcroft and Foord, bel. Mr

Ferguson of Isle, and another place call'd Foord, bel. Guilly-

hi l l .

John Morrine in Townhead of Glengaber, bel. John
lVlartin. He declares also for Thomas Morrine's share of

Glengaber.
'Hugh Walker and John Burgess in Holm, bel. to Carn-

salloch, for these lands, and for Over Broomrig, bel. Guilly-

hil l .

John Cowan in Abbey for Stewarton and Napierton, bel.

Guillyhill, and for Lochfoot, Graystoneflatt, and Old \'\"ood,

bel. Cowhill.
Tho.mas Morrine, now in Killylung, fo'r the old pendicle
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of Hollenbush within the Old Dyke [at] the lorv end of the

Town.

Marion Cowan, servant to \Ir lVlaxrvell, depones for the

lands of Cowhill and Upper Killylung.

Robert Goldie for St. &Iichael's Croft and Killness, bel.

Lady Steelston.

Robert Stott of Clauchan for Ciauchan, bel. to himself.

James Walker in F'ourmerkland, w-hose brother, David

Walker, is conjunct rvith him in the tack.

James Crosbie in Stepfoord.

James \A'elsh in Muirheadston, bel. to NIr Brown of
Nunland.

William Stott in Causewayfoot, rvhose father possessed
these lands before James Welsh.

William N{orrine in Morrinton, bel. one third to hinrself
and two thirds to the tutors of William l\{orrine.

\\rilliam Stott in Causewayfoot of Barfreggan, bel. $ to

himself.
Robert Stott in Barfreggan for the $ of Causer,vayfoot,

ali,as Barfreggan, bel. himself.

Jacob Bell and Robert Biggzrr in Steelston, .bel. Lady
Lochartur.

Thonras M'Coon in N'Iosside, bel. to Maxrvell of Corvhill.
William Walker in Maxrvellton. bel. NIr Irvine of Grib-

ton.
Robert Nl'Naught and John Nl'Feggan in Foord for the

lands of Foord and Dardryne, bel. N{r Young of Guil lyhil l .
Will iam Henderson and James Fisher in Myreside.
Thomas Johnston in Guillyhill, with Thomas Hairstanes

and Samuel Howat, possess the lands of Guillyhill and Mar-

tinton. He likewise possesses Dallawoodie and Bogside, bel.

Mr Young.
Will iam Dunbar and James Kail l ie fsigns Kell ie]i+ ;rt

Portrack.

la The surname of Burns's predecessor in Ellislancl. In his case

also there are alternative forms. The name is probably derived from

the place Cally, or Caly, in Girthon.
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Edward Walker in Little M'Whanrick, bel. S to Isle

Ferguson and { to Gribton.
David Crocket in Slaethorncroft for Slaethorncroft and

part of Blackcroft, and all Marchthorn, bel. NIr Maxwell of

Cowhill.

John Wightman in Glengaber for his portion of Glen-

gaber.

James Hairstanes in Newtownfoot and Waulkmillcroft,

bel. Gribton.
William Howat in Crossleys for $ of Crossleys, bel. to

himself.

James Edgar in Crossleys for f of Crossleys, bel. Robt.

Stott of Clauchan.
For the lands of Looberry, bel. John Morrine of Srveyr,

the miller makes declaration.

Jean Hiddleston in Paddockhole for $ of the lands of

Paddockhole. She is the only person who declares she cannot

write.

John Crosbie, sntith at Charterhall, for a small pendicle

called Charterhall. bel. Ladv Steelston.

zoth December, ry6o.-Baron Court of Holywood holden

at Charterhall by John Maxwell, Bail l ie; James Gordon,

clerk; Farqr M'Gill ivray, officer.

The factor represented that the Nli l ls of Cluden having

fallen in his hands from Cands to Lammas last, by the bank-

ruptcy of Christopher Artlrstrong, the former tenant, he had

put in a servant to uplift the multures.
The factor submits a list of abstractions alleged by hirn

to have been made by tenants. The list ag'rees with the l ist

of deponents already given, but contains a few additional

names. The amounts alleged vary from roo pecks of corn

to 7 forpetsls of bear.
Fiars struck by John Burgess and Hugh Walker in

15 On this page (53) the forms fourth-part, fourt-part, antl

forpit all appear. A eaiculation on the margin shows tlte measure to

be a fourth part of I peek, what in Singer is callecl a lipqti,e. ft is

curious that Singer's form does not occur in this book.

i
:
i
I

I
I
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Holm, chosen by the pursuer (the factor), and David Walker

in Fourmerkland and James Crosbie in Stepfoord.

The factor craved that the Baillie would take the oaths

of tenants on their abstractions, and they being called by

the oflicer at the Bar compeared. A number deny abstrac-

tions; others admit amounts, which they state. A few hav-

ing refused to depone are decerned in terms of the lybell.
" 

John M'Feggan having been Impertinent in the Court is

Decern'd in Ten Groats [St +d], payable to the Procr Fiscall,

and the officer accordingly premonished him at the Barr. "

Some, though often called at the Bar by the officer, failed to

compear, and were held confessed.

The Baillie decerns and declares accordingly, and ordains

extracts.

z6th lanuary, ry6r.-Baron Court of Terregles holdcn

at Bowhouse.

The factor complains against William Wright' tenant

of the farm of Cullochan, anent his overplowing of the said

farm and taking in more Breaks than fthree] the usual and

known Custom of the Parish, and particularly of that farm.

Defender appeared with his procurator, William Clark, writer

in Dumfries, who before stating his defence insists that the

whole members of court, viz., Baillie, Clerk, and officer, pro-

duce a certificate of their being duly qualified to his present

Majesty King George the third as the Law requires; and

besides the person who acts as officer is a Roman Catholick

so cannot exerce or injoy any office whatever, and it's

Instantly craved the officer may declare whether he is Roman

Catholick or not.

The factor answered that he knew no law that obliged

no member of the court to be qualified but the Baron Baillie,

who was qualified; and as to the officer's declaring whether

he was a Roman Catholick. did not think himself obliged to

answer that question in this court. The Baillie repels the

objections, and as to his own being qualified that would

appear by Justice of Peace Court Books.

The defender further pleads that the complaint is irrele-

vant, being at the instance of the factor without concurrence
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of the Earl of Nithsdale; and, secondly, that he was only
summoned on Saturday last16 about 8 o'clock in the evening
without witnesses being present; thirdly, that in the tack
between the Earl and his tacksmen Chas. Mercer, mathe-
matician in Dumfries, and Joseph Johnstone, surg.eon there
(to both of whom defender succeeded as assignee), there rvas
no restriction on the tenant's plorving provided he do not
take more crops than four frorn each break without laying
the same out f in grass]; and denies that he ever plowed
more than four furrs in any one Break; and the ground that
he norv pretends to plow having lyen out so long that the
same is becoming fit1tz for pasture being quite fogged.

The factor replied that the factory granted by the Earl
gave him power to call tenants before his Baron Court; that
z4 hours rvas sulficient warning; that even though not ex-
pressly restricted by the tack, the tenant cannot go beyond
the common custom o,f the place, and separatint by the tack
he is bound to obey the acts arrd sentences of the Barorr
Bail l ies.

The Baillie repels the objections, grants a probation, and
prohibits defender from plowing any more of the break mean-
time.

r3th April, 176r.-Baron Court of Kirkgunzeon holden
at Kirkhouse.

The factor represented that the burla\4rff)en constitute in
this barony at  last  court  I roth June, rZSS] 'was 'anxious to
be changed. New burlawmen appointed : William Simpson
in Tarkirra, William Wightman in Breckonside, William
Thomson in Branetrigg, Samuel Canrpbell in Barclosh; and

James Biggar in Cowan continues.
The factor complains that certain tenants have plou'ed

the fourth furr, viz. : John F'erguson in Drumjoan, Wm.
Muirhead and John N{'Cand in Congeith, James Snrith in
Cowans, Robt. and !Vm. Herries in Conniven, Robt. Wright

16 The court-rlay being )Ionday in this casc.
r7 The sense rvoulcl seenr to r,equire tlre word unfit h,ere. The

successive crops lverc clrllecl the le,y-brech, aoal, and third-furr-breck.
-Dfs. ?est, 8th }fay, 1i54, Gavin Brown of Bishopton.
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in Corra, Wm. Stitt in Ingleston, Ja.. Copland in Porter-
bell,v, Wm. Thomson in Brandrigg, John and John Thornsons
in Kil lyminzan, James'l 'homson, Porterbelly.

Robert Wright in Corra acknowledged he had plowed
some fourth furr, but cannot condescend on the quantity, only
he sowed above two loads of small corn. Five make such
admissions, and are fined {ro sc., to be paid to the factor.

The factor complains of tenants cutting timber in the
parish, viz., ash, oak, alder, birch, etc., and libels Jas. Camp-
bel l  in Barclosh, James and Alexr Herr ies in Claubel ly,  John
Pain in Bargrugg, lVidow Newal [Janet Stitt] in Culkeist,
Will iam Thomson in Quahead, Wm. Simson in Tarkirra,
Wm. Anderson, and Wm. Wightman in Glaisters, Wm. and
Robt. Herries in Conniven, Wm. Stitt in Ingleston, Robt.
Clark in Yonder'Cowans, Wm. ' lhomson in Brandrigg, Robt.
Watson in Cairton, besides those next mentioned as deponing.

Samuel Campbell in Barclosh acknowledged that he cut
birch and allar, etc., but refused to depone upon the quantity

and that sundry of his neighbours cut in the wood of Barclosh,

but would not tell who they were. Therefore the Baillie holds
him as confessed on the quantity lybelled, and fines him in

drz sc.

Jannet Stitt [Widow Newall] acknowledged that her son,

James Newal, had cut about two score of harrow teeth of

haze|, and sundry wands besides. The Baillie fines her in

five groats. " Past from. "

William Stitt in Ingleston had cut a large ash tree, which
he put into his houses, and cut another ash for a plough beam,

without authority from Lord Nithsdale. Amerced in zo s. stg.

Robert Smith in Culdrain cut two carriagesls of hazels

and a piece of birch for sledgefett.le

William Simpson in Tarkirra cut an ash stick in his own

possession for supporting one of his houses which would rive

to be a pair of raftsz0 or better, and cut as many hazels in

Armanoch wood as was rungs for a heck.

18 Car-loads.
rs Sletlge-feet (9), runners.

2o Split to qrake a Pair of rafters,
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James Smith in Cowans cut no timber, but what was put
in my lord's own houses.

Alexander Herries in Claubelly cut a piece of birch for a
panzr to a house and some other pieces for staiks. All the
persons who inculpate themselves or refuse to depone are
fined.

The factor complains that sundry tenants do not regard
the Mossmen's determination, and that on znd. June last

John M'Cand and Wm. Muirhead refused to let the Moss-
men's verclict in regard to the moss belonging to the Cowans
take place; and craves they may be fined for contumacy and
ordained to obtemper the Mossmen's decree, and likewise the
Burlawmen's decree for " streighting " the marches betwixt
Congeith and Cowans. The Baillie fines these, and also the
tenants on the other [Congeith?] side, viz., James Smith,

John Copland, and James Kirkpatrick, each in 4os. sc.

rst February, r262.-Baron Court of Holywood, holden

at Charterhall.

John and James Mortons tacksmen of the mills of

Cluden complain of abstractions for the crop of ry6o
Fiars struck by Hugh Walker and John Burgess in Holm

(for pursuer) and James Wightman in Bearcroft and James
Crosbie in Stepfoord (for the parish).

John Wightman younger in Glengaber depones to an

abstraction of seven forpets of wheat I
Thos. Hunter in Carlingcroft refused to depone, and

therefore is decerned;

James Henderson in Nether Killylung, compearing by

James Clark, merchant in Dumfries, principal tacksman,

alledged that he still possessed upon their old tack and could

not be liable for Multure. To which John Morton answered

that the tack was reduced by the Lords of Session, and of

consequence the agreement for dr6 sc. of settness fell, and

that the lands were now liable for the thirlage.

John Kirk in Glengaber Townfoot and Wm. Henderson

not compearing were held confessed.

21 fn the roof of a house a pan is still understoocl as a horizontal

fimber which lies upon antl stretches betweel the couples (rafters).
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z3rd August, r762.-Baron
at Kirkhouse.

Arrears of rent [incomplete

NrrssoRrr. 39

Court of Kirkgunzeon held

mrnutes l .

8th December, ry63.-Baron Court of Holywood, holden

at Charterhall, by John Maxwell of Carswaddo, Baillie.

James Morton, tacksman of the mills of Cluden, com-
plains of abstractions for crops rZfu and 1762. The
depositions, mostly negative, contain l itt le that is novel.
Persons are appointed to strike the Fiars f.or 176r, z, but the
report is left blank.

rSth January, ry65.-Baron Court of Terregles holden
by John Maxwell of Carswaddo, Baillie.

John Morison, tacksman of the Glenmill or mill of the
barony of Terregles, complains of abstractions, against
Homer Harberson fHerbertson] in Barnhil l for the lands of
Barnhil l and the five crofts called Hardthorn. It appears that

thc latter had paid to the preceding miller zz dishfuls of meal .

yearly. Since the entry of the present miller, r3th October,
1760, he admits abstractions to the extent of 3oo pecks of
corn and other grains from the half of Terregles-town, which
he also possesses. The determination of the amount of
multure is referred to James Glover in Cleuchbrae and John
Corrie in Burnside as arbiters, who say that " for every r3
pecks of the 3oo, except rz pecks allowed for Sottings,"22
the defender shall pa)' pursuer a dishful of meal. The Baillie
accordingly decerns for 3 pecks 4 dishfuls.zs

rgth January, t765.-ff21sn Court of Holywood, etc.
Complaint of abstractions f.or 1763, The fiars are struck

by Hugh Walker and John Burgess in Holm (for pursuer)

and Thomas Morrine in Looberry and William Stott of
Clauchan (for the parish).

22 The worcl Boffizr,gs is written very elearly, but is not untler-

stood.
23 A calculation from these figures leacls to the conclusion that a

rli,shfwt clenotes the stcth, part of a peck; but see later under K.,
pgth Dec., 1774, where it js state{ to be an eightk,
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The depositions of
Corvan in Abbey (both
three pages.

Robert Stott of Barfreggan and John
negative) are followed by a blank of

r5th August, r765.-Baron Court of Carlaverock holden
at Greenmill.

The factor complains that " sundry malicious persons
had this year set fire to Locharmoss by taking firie peats
thereto for lighting their tobacco pipes by rvhich but for
great care and activity the estate would have suffered great
and irrepairable loss; and also that several people were in use
and custom to take coals of fire to the wood of Carlaverock
at several improper times, particularly that of winning the
hay whereby the whole u'ood r.r'as in danger. " The Baillie
grants warrant against offenders, and an order rvhich is to
be read publickly at the parish church door upon the Lord's
day after Divine service, to the effect nobody mav pretend
ignorance. fBlank pp. 8+-82.]

znd February, ry69.-Baron Court of Holywood holden
at Charterhall.

Abstractions for years 1765, 6, 7, The proceedings are
remarkable for the number of tenants (8) who do not com.
pear and are condemned in absence.

Will iam Bell in M'Whanrick admits that he carried
5 pecks of rye byzt 16" miln because the last rye he carried to
the miln was spoil 'd by reason of the miln's not being in
order, but that notwithstanding the meal was used in his
family and that he eat thereof himself and found no bad con-
sequences therefrom. Out of some 18 deponents one man
and one woman stated that they cannot write. A few others.
however, omit to sign the minute. [pp. gS, 94 blank. ]

ryth February, t269.-Baron Court of Kirkguneon.
Held at Kirkhouse.

John Thomson, millar to the miln of Kirkguneon, repre-
sents that the tenants thirled to the miln had been deficient

2+ See note 12.



TnB BanoN CouRrs or"NnHsDALE. 4l

in repairing the miln, dams, and watergang.s, and did not pay
in their proper quantity of thatch for keeping the said miln
watertight, whereby complainer is not in power to serve the
said thirle properlyt ar preserve the stufi in the miln from
damage. The complainer is ordered to give in a con-
descendence.

The factor complained that several of the tenants, though
bound by their tacks to lead peats and perform other services
to the family of Terregles, had refused or delayed to do so
though legally warn'd by the Baron Officer. The Baillie
ordains the persons complain'd on to be called to the Bar.

Wm. Anderson and Wm. \,Vightman in Glaisters25
declared that they had not been able to lead their quantity

f of peats] but were satisfy'd to make it up next year. James
Newall in Culkiest declares similarly; John Wightman in
Congeith is absent. Each is fined in 3s 4d.

The factor complains of tenants not attending the col-
lections, and ten tenants named are fined 3s 4d for contumacy
in not attending the court. [p. 98 blank. ]

roth April, r769.-Barron Court of Kirkguneon held at
Kirkhouse.

Action by the miller is resumed. As regards abstractions
few of the tenants admit any, except some seed-corn, and
refuse to depone as to the amounts. Most admit absence
from working at the miln, damms, and waterg'angs for " two
daysr " or " two, or three years. "

James Murchie in Barclosh acknowledges absence for
these four years, and submits himself in will of the complainer
if he charges no more than zs stg. for the said four days.

The Baillie ordains the miller and tenants to produce
their tacks in court I also, as it is alleged that the miln is not
in a sufficient condition for grinding, allows the tenants an
inspection thereof, for report at next court day. He likewise
decerns each plough within the barony to pay the multurer
6d stg. (each half, and quarter plough, 3d and rld) with

25 Father of Dr Wightman, minister of Kirkmahoe,
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which the miller is to put the mill, etc., in fencible condition,

and so in all time coming. [pP. to+-ro6 blank. ]

tzth June, t76g. [Peti t ion].-Unto the Bail ly of the

Barrony of Carlaverock the Petition of Alexr. Hyslop in

Howmains and John Rawline and the other tenants in Glen-

caple Humbly Sheweth,-That we as tenants of these farms

have been in the uninterrupted possession past memory of

man of ki l l ing f ish in the Water of Nith opposite to our

possessions and have always been in use to have the privilege

of the first out fall of Draughts and the foremost band of

nets and% the f lou' inS i  and true i t  is that we have been stopt

b1' the other tenants in the parish from using our right and

privilege. These two petitioners, with Thomas Dun and

Wi l l iam Paterson,  are the s ignator ies .

rzth June, t769.-Baron Court of Carlaverock holden

at Greenmil l  by John Maxwell  of Carswaddo, Bai l l ie. Court

la.wfully fenced and all members present with Mr James

Morison, factor on the Estate of Nithsdale.

The following are extracts from some of the depositions :

William Rig in Mabie, 63, has lived in the neighbour-

hood of Kirkconnel and Glencaple all his days; has seen the

tenants of Carlaverock often fishing in the water of Nith but

never (except the tenants of Glencaple and Howmains)

above, off and on, the Round Scar in the Kirkconnel side of

the water in the flowing, and that this Round Scar is opposite

to the Long Craig on the Nithsdale side of the water'

Joseph Allen in Nethertown of Carswaddo, 6o, depones

that the tenants in the underpart of Carlaverock seldom or

never came above the Round Scar opposite to Long hast

(sic) Bog to fish in the flowing, and that the tenants of Glen-

caple and Howmains were never interrupted in fishing in the

upperside of these meiths.z?

John Rig in Kirkconnel, 58, depones that he never saw

the under part of the parish go above the Round Scar on the

26 In the flowing is PerhaPs meant,

z7 Meiths-landnwks,
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Kirkconnel side and the Lime-kiln on the carlaverock side;
and what he understands by the Long Balk is the Bandz8 of
fishers from the under part of the parish of Carlaverock.

John Allen in Newabbey, 76, who has fished in the Nith
since he was 16 concurs.

z6th June, r76g.-Green Miln. ISame case.]

John Dickson in Flosh of Ruthwell, for defenders, 60,
all his days has been in the custom of going with half-nets to
the Nith and fishing therein both in fresh and salt water.
While he lived in the north and eapt part of the parish of
Carlaverock was never interrupted in any part of the water
in the flowing, but has been often interrupted by pursuers
w'hen fishing in the outfall, as the pursuers had always the
first foord. Being interrogated why he was interrupted, he
deponed that there was at that time two fords and that the
tenants of the lower part pretended to fore-balk the tenants
of the upper part in one of these fords; but, as deponent
understood that the tenants of the upper part had the best
right to the first of these fords and the under ford went away,
they desisted.

John Hutton in Blaiket, in the parish of Urr, 63, who
has lived all his days in the parish of Carlaverock, except the
last five, concurs with the last witness. Upon interrogatory
for the pursuers he depones that he never fished above the
Black Craig or limekiln above the longhirst.

Thomas Hyslop in Craig of Kirkconnel, 53, lived in the
parish of Carlaverock 23 years, was never interrupted in fish-
ing' in the flowing in any part below My Lady's Pear, which
is in the Kirkconnel side of the water and near opposite to
the longhirst bog on the Nithsdale side; andm the outfall he
always understood the pursuers to have the first foord.

The Baillie makes Avisandum.

zznd August, r769.-Baron Court of Holywood held at
Charterhall.

ze Perhaps bounil,limilt, is meant.
29 In untlerstood
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John Morton, tenant of the Mills of Clowdan, against
tenants and possessors of the Barony of Clowdan,s0 th'rled to
the mills. The Court is adjourned to zznd January, but in

the meantime the Millar and Sucken present condescend upon

persons to strike the Fiars f.or 176o. [The list of prices is

left blank. ]
The minute consists of a list of names, including

John Wightman a peck bear, and

James Fisher in Catlochan half a peck bear. In the

other cases no amounts are alleged. The Baillie " decerus

ag'ainst the abstractors in terms of the condescension. " The

minute is very brief and perfunctory.

zTth December, ry7r.-Baron Court of Holywood held

at Clowdan Mills by John Maxwell of Corswadda, Baillie of

the said Barony.

Court lawfully fenced.

The Baron Baillie appointed George Maxwell, younger

of Carruchan,sl clerk of the Baron Court, who gave his oath

de fideli, etc.

The Baron officer reported that he had verbally warned
the whole tenants within the thirlage of Cloudan to attend,

and several of them appeared accordingly.

Robert Ireland, milner of Cloudan, craved that the Baillie

w'ould appoint persons for ascertaining the fiars for ry7o.
Accordingly John Wightman in Burnside, and David

Crockat in St Michael's Croft, for the milner, and Edward
Walker in Hollinbush and Edward Elton in Kilncroft, report

a list to which the Baillie interpones his authoritv.

8th December, ry72.-Baron Court of Holywood.

Similar. " Several appeared accordingly." Fiars for

rZZr. [This is the last court held by John Maxwell.]
8th September, ry74.-Baron Court of Holywood held

30 Sdc. Lrincluclen appears later.
31 George Maxwell of Carruchau was factor for Nithsalale, 24th

June, 17?3. Presbg. ftec,
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at Clouden Milns by George Mackenzie, writer in Dumfries,
Baron Baillie of the said Barony.

The said George Mackenzie produced a commission of
Bailliary from the commrs of william lVlaxwell of Nithsdale,
dated the rzth etc. of Jan"v rZZ4, regd in the Commissary
Court Books of Dumfries, 3rd September cury't. The Baillie
appointed John Crockat Baron Officer of the barony, who
gave his oath de fideli.

Robert Ireland, tacksman of the Mills of Cloudan, com-
plains that tenants [named] have for some years been buying
and selling corn to one another and thereafter alleging that
such corns were not liable to multure. He therefore claims
abstractions for years rZZr, z, and 3.

The Baillie appoints his brother Simon M,Kenzie to be
clerk to said barony, who accepted and took oath.

Four tenants admit the amounts libelled against them,
other admit smaller amounts, or depone negative. The
Baillie decerns in accordance with the admissions.

zgtlr f)ecember, ry74.-Baron Court of Kirkgunyan held
at Kirkgunyan Mill. The same Bail l ie produces his Com-
mission as in last minute, and appoints the aforesaid John
Crocket to be officer of this barony, and Simon M,Ken zie to
be clerk thereto.

John f'homson, miller of Kirkgunzian, produces a similar
libel against tenants for selling corns to persons without the
barony, and also for grinding corn at other mills, for seven
years bypast. The same persons have all along refused their
services to the mill and pertinents, whereby they are at pre-
sent in very bad order.

The miller declares that he is entitled to three forpets of
meal for every boll of shilling, and that every 4o pecks of corn
are computed to yield one boll of shilling; that he is also
entitled to $ peck of meal or dishfull on each boll of shilring
as miller, and to the whole dust that lies in the shilling ring.

John Ferguson in Drum John admits abstractions, but
refuses to condescend on particulars, but alleges that the mill
is in such bad repair that she cannot grind corn into mear



46
'I 'HB 

Banou Counrs or NIIHsDALE.

properly, and produces a sample of meal grinded there to

evince this fact; which was inspected by the baily.

William Clark in Cowans produced three samples of

groats to show that the mill was insufficient to grind them

properly. These were inspected by the Baily.

Compeared William Wightman in Glaisters, from whom

the Multurer passes.

Alexander Ferguson in Tarkerrow admits abstracting

5 pecks of rye for the reason that some time earlier he sent

5 pecks of rye to the said mill, which lay there six weeks

before he could get it grinded, and when it was returned he

got only six forpets of meal or thereby for his 5 pecks of rye.

James Murchie in Barclosh has regularly furnished

thatch to the mill except this year.
The Baily makes avizandum. Thereafter Mr Maxwell,

factor, represents that four ' barleymen ' or mossmen should

bc appointed. There were chosen William Anderson in

Cowans younger, Alexander Ferguson in Tarkerrow, John
Ferguson in Drum John, and Will iam Black in Ingleston.

roth July, ry7\.-Baron Court of Holywood, held at the

mill of Cloudan.
' 

The same miller complains of abstractions for years

1274, 5, 6. He states that the tenants named, though

frequently desired by him to deliver the quantities libelled in

name of Multure or Knaveship, have all and each of them

refused to do so. The tenants who appear generally agree

to pay these, and absents are decerned to pay according to

the prices ascertained by the Fiars of the County of Dumfries.

r4th March, r783.-Baron Court of Holywood held at

Cluden Mills by John M'Morrine, writer in Dumfries, Baron

Baillie.
This new Baillie produces a Commission of Bailliary

granted by Lady Winifred Maxwell of Nithsdale, spouse to

Wm. Haggarston Maxwell Constable of Everingham and

Nithsdale, dated z8th December, r78r, regd in the Com. Ct.

Bks. of Dumfries, zlst January, 1782.

Wm. Caven. tacksman of the Milns of Cluden, craved
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that Liquidators be appointed to fix the Fiars for r78o, and r.
David Crocket in Kilnnest and John Walker in Holm
(for the miller), and John Stott in Burnfoot of Cluden and

John Martin in T'ownhead of Glengaber (for the parish),
report a list of fiars.

The Bail l ie appoints James'Iwaddell, writer in Dumfries,
tcl be clerk to the barony.

Numerous depositions follow, but the decreet is left
blank.

5th June, ry84.-Carlaverock. The same Baillie appoints
the same clerk to this barony.

r4th June, V84.-Baron Court of Carlaverock held at
Bankend. The Baillie appoints George Maxwell of Carruchan
to be Fiscal of Court, who accepted and gave oath.

The Court being lawfully fenced, George Maxwell of
Carruchan, factor for Lady Nithsdale and husband, produced
a lybelled summons against tenants for cutting and destroy-
ing wood. George Weir depones that he has summoned the
persons lybelled.

One of the defenders being absent is fined for contumacy
in dro sc. payable to George Maxwell, Fiscal of Court. The
admissions relate to oak, ash, alder, birch, hazel, and saugh.
Fines from dro sc. downwards are paid to the said George

Maxwell.
Carlaverock, r6th June, V84.-Robert Burnie in Bow-

house (the person fined for contumacy) craves to be

assoilzied. He depones that he only cut some brushwood by

the liberty of the Baron Officer. The fine was modified to

dz sc,, which was instantly paid.

zTth December, ry82.-At Bridgend of Dumfries. John
Nt'Morrine, Baron Baillie of the Estate of Nithsdale, appoints

Robt 'fhomson, late in Terregles Town, now residing in

Dumfries, to be Baron Officer of the Baronies of Drumsleet,
Lincluden, Terregles, Duncow, and Kirkgunzeon, and other
lands in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright.

zgth December, ry87.-Baron Court of Kirkgunzeon.

The Baillie produces his commission [^t r4th March,
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rZ83]. He also appoints Samt Clark, writer in Dumfries,
to be Clerk of this court during pleasure; who gave his oath
de f.deli administratione ofi,cii.

Curia legitime affirmata.
Mr Andrew Boyd, younger of Milnton, procurator for

the proprietors, claims arrears of rent against James Herries
in Armanoch. Robert Thomson, officer, reported citation.
The defender being three times called by the officer at the
door of the court-house did not appear, and decreet was
given against him. The defender entering the sentence was
intimated to him.

zgth August, 1789.-821611 Court of Holywood, held at
Clouden Mills.

The Baillie appointed John Armstrong, writer in Dum-
fries, to be Clerk to the said Barony.

Wm. Cavens, miller of Clouden Mills, represents that
Fiars had not been struck since crop 1282.

The liquidators report for years ry86, Z, 8, but depone

that the same could not be done with precision f.or 1783, 4, 5,
and the miller agrees to accept the Fiars of the County of

Dumfries for these years.
Arrears of multure up to Lammas, 1789, are claimed

by the miller against Dr Bryce Johnston, proprietor of

Mosside and Birchhall, Wm. Denholm of Gullyhill, Thomas

Dickson of Townfoot of Glengaber, Wm. Aitken of Looberry,

John Wightman of Burnside of Glengaber, James Miller,

portioner of Crossleys, Edward Cogan, tenant of St Michael's

Croft, William Thomson in M'Whanrick, David Newall for

himself and as factor for the Estates of Steelston and Isle,u

and George Johnston of Cowhill.

zgth M"y, r79o.-Baron Court of Drumsleet and

Lincluden.

32 This mention is valua le as conffrming the supposition that
it was Mr Newall, factor for Isle, who, upon vacating the Isle for

the winter of 1738, gave permission to the poet Burns to take up

house thero until Etlisland was rebuilt. See Burns Chron (L927)t

(2) 2.5. In Wallace Btn'ns, 3.198, it is statecl that Mr Newall was

factor for Dalswinton I but there is no evitlence for this, antl it is

very unlikely.
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The Baillie appointed Samuel Clark, commissary clerk of
Dumfries, to be Clerk to the said Baronies.

George Maxwell, Esqr., chamberlain on the Estate of
Nithsdale, claimed arrears of rent against William and
George Bells, John Johnston, James Allan, all at Newbridge,

James Crichton at Glenmiln, Alexander Walker in Halhill,
David Walker in Aikiebuss, Benjamin Smith and Agnes
Ferguson both in Bowhouse. The amounts vary from {88
to 1r'r stg.

Cited, and called, the defenders did not appear, except

James Crichton.
Dumfries, 9th October, rygo-This is the Baron Court

Book referred to in my deposition emitted before the Sheriff-
substitute of this date in the process, Wm. Cavens, etc.,
against Doctor Johnston and others.

ISigned] John M'Morrine.

John Welsh.
Duncow, 8th March, rygz.
The court being fenced, the Baron Bailie appointed

Alexr Moffat, writer in Dumfries, clerk to the Baron Court
of the Barony of Duncow during pleasure.

5th October, r7g3.-Baron Court of Hollywood held at
Ciuden Mills.

At the request of Wm. Cavens, miller at Cluden, the
Fiars are struck for t79r, z, by the following liquidators :
Adam Corrie in Bellfield, James Colvin in Abbey, James
I\f 'Feggan in Muirside, and James Black in Summerhil ls.
The fiars of the county are to be accepted for 1289, r7go.

zTth June, ry94.-Baron Court of Hollywood held at

Cluden Milns by John M'Morrine, Baron Bailie.
Fiars for ry99 struck by the following liquidators : Adam

Corrie in Bellfield, James Colvine in Abbyland, David Crosbie
in Marchthorn, and John Patterson in Guil l iehil l ; who did
find as follows to wit. [The remaining lsa\rs5-after p. r58,
approximately half of the book-have been cut away. There
is nothing to indicate that they contained minutes. ]
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Throughout the book are scattered various lists of
Fiars for the years 1755 onwards, with frequent blanks. An
inserted sheet contains those of every year from r78o to 1293,
but those for the years marked ' Sheriff ' are no doubt the
Fiars for the county.

The kinds of victual are represented in the following
table, with variants from later years. The prices are per peck
for all the grains, per stone for meal only, '  all Nithsdale
measure, and sterl ing money ' :

Great Corn, zs rd ; Wltite Corn, 1759 onwards.
Smoll Corn, rs.
W h e a t , 3 s  6 d .
Rye, zs 6d.
Corn. slrilling, Ss 4d ; White Corn shilline, ry65.
Bear,  2s :d;  but  r75g dist inguishes between bar ley,

rs 6d, and bear,  rs 3d; the lat ter  is  b igg in 176o.

MeaI, zs.
It is probable that small corn was the gray-broched corn'

mentioned above (H. r4th f)ec., 1758) ; but the fiars throw

no light on this point.
The years for which the fiars are given in the minutes

are  1755,  7 ,  g i  rV6o,3 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ;  ry7o ;  1782,  6 ,  7 ,  and 8 .

Two Interesting Bronze A$e Relics from Southern Scotland.

I . -AN " INCENSE.CUP ' '  FROM CAIRNGILL,
KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE

B, r  J .  M.  Connrn ,  Esg. ,  F .S .A.  Scot .

Among objects that have recently been brought under

the notice of the Society either as exhibits or as donations

tc the Society's collection two relics, one of them a small

um of the so-called " incense-cup " variety from Cairngill,
Kirkcudbrightshire, and the other a bronze chisel of unusual
form from a portion of the Deil 's Dyke in the parish of
Kirkconnel, Dumfriesshire, are deserving of extended notice.
Mr Shirley has therefore invited me to contribute a short
paper describing the circumstances under which these objects
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u ere recovered, and pointing out to some extent at least

the features and characteristics that invest the relics with

particular interest. I shall first deal with the incense-cup.

This interesting little pottery vessel (FiS. r) was recovered

in the summer of. t9z6 from a cairn or mound within the

garden grounds at Cairngill, a modern residence occupied by

Mr Oliver H. Haslam, in the parish of Colvend and South-

wick, in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright. It has since been

generously presented by Mr Haslam to the Society's

collection
'fhe 

place-name Cairngill-cairu of the narrow glen-is

significant. On the six-inch Ordnance Survey Map

(Sheet LI. ,  N.W.) the name has been applied only to the

neighbouring burn, but there can be l i t t le doubt that when

first bestowed the cairn, and not the burn, was the

important feature. The site, which escaped the notice of

the Ancient Monuments Commission during their survey of

the county in r9r3, l ies close to the highway between Dal-

beattie and I{irkbean, on its north side, at an elevation of

5o feet above sea-level, and only some r3o yards distant from

the high-water mark at the north shore of Sandyhil ls Bay.

Mr Haslam, who has kindly supplied me with particulars of

the discovery of the incense-cup, tells me that the relic was

fcund near the outer margin of the cairn at no great depth

from the surface at that point. It seemed, according to the

statement of the workman who found it, to have been sur-

rounded by a number of small stones carefully set in a

rcughly rectangular formation; but there was no trace of a

constructed cist or of any protective covering. In addition

to the incense-cup three small fragments of another urn of

coarser texture, apparently portions of a cinerary urn, and

some comminuted burnt bones were discovered at the same

time and place. We shall see later than such an apsociation

is typical. The position of the incense-cup within the

structure suggests that the interment was one of secondary

character,.  and this view is supported, i f  not, indeed, con-

f ir  med as the result of inquir ies made by Mr Haslam. He

has ascertained that what he believes was a cist had been
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founcl in the same mound about thirty-five years ago by
workmen in search of building materials, but no information
as to whether or not relics of any kind had been secured at
that time has so far been forthcoming. He has been told
also that the site was the place where drowned sailors were
buried in the old days, a statement which he suspects points
to other remains having been found there to give rise to the
story.

'fhe 
occurrence of these small pottery vessels in pre-

historic burial sites is always a feature of considerable
interest because it is not regular; and arthough a number of
examples have been recorded from different parts of the
country and the circumstances of the discoveries in certain
cases carefully noted, no definite explanation of their special
purpose lras, as yet, been determined. It is desirabre there-
fore that, whenever possible, finds of this character should
be particularly examined and the results of the investigations
recorded. It is important also to observe that urns of this
type are peculiar to the Brit ish Isles, and that they are, armost
invariably., found either inside or in close association with a
larger urn usually of the cinerary type in buriars after
cremation. In a number of cases they have been found to
contain the bones of an infant or young'child, while the larger
urns accompanying them have occasionally enclosed the
cremated remains of an adult female, presumably the
mother. In other instances they have been found without
contents of any description. ' obviously they represent a
special class of sepulchral vessel, but their purpose is sti l l  a
matter of speculation. The evidence of associated finds, as
we shall see presently, assigns them to the period of bronze
in Scotland.

In the year r8.51 a remarkable specimen contain-
i.g the burnt bones of a child of tender years and two
fragments of a small bronze pin was found within a larger
cinerary urn, one of a group of about a dozen such vessels,
recovered from a mound at Genoch, in the parish of straiton,
i. Ayrshire. The small cup-shaped vessel was provided with
a perforated l id of coarser and thicker clay which was in
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position when the relic was discovered. The larger urn also
contained burnt bones, but, having been broken at the time
o; the discovery, it was unfortunately not preserved, and no

detailed information in regard to the contents is available.l
Another specimen (Fig. z) which was taken from a cist in the

centre of a cairn of considerable size at Craigdhu, North

Queensferry, in the county of Fife, assumed the form of a
diminutive copy of the cinerary urn in which it was enclosed.
The larger urn again contained calcined bones.2 A tiny
specimen (FiS. 3) discovered in rgor along with seven

urns of food-vessel type and a collection of beads of two

classes in a bronze age cairn at Greenhill, in the parish of

Balmerino, Fife, is particularly noteworthy on account of its

unusual associations-which, in addition to food-vessel urns,
were apparently those of an unburnt burial-and because of
its size. It measures only $ inch in height, r$ inch across the

top, and r3-r6ths of an inch in diameter at the base.5 In

England incense cups have been found in association with

articles of bronze, such as knife daggers and awls, and at

other times with implements of flint and ornaments of jet.

These little urns also show considerable diversity of form,

and they are frequently ornamented, even the bases, in cer-

tain cases, as, for example, one found at Wester Bucklyvie,

Fife, in 1866 (Figs. 4 and 5), being as completely decorated

as the rest of the vessel4. In other instances, as in the Cairn-

gill specimen, they are left plain. Very often, too, they are

pierced through the walls on one or both sides by two or four

small holes. A specimen from Whinnyliggate Schoolhouse,

in the Stewartry (FiS. 6), which is unique among Scottish

examples, although corresponding vessels have been found in

England and Ireland, shows an unusual development of this

feature in having no fewer than fourteen large triangular

perforations within a continuous chevron ornament of incised

l ines.

1, Soattanil, irt, Pagnn Timos: The Bronze anil Stone Agos, p.

2 Scotland, in Pagan Tintes: The Bronz'e anil Stone Ages, p.

3 Proc. 9oc. Ant. Scot,, xxxvi., 635-653.

4 Proe, Soc, Ant, ^9eot., ix., 190,

45.
46.



lr4 
'I'wo 

IurBnesrluc BnoNzE AcE Ru,rcs.

The Cairngill discovery has added nothing fresh to our
knowledge of these vessels, but the relic is quite an interest-
ing' and typical representative of its class, and the Society is
to be congratulated on acquiring the specimen. The relic has
fortunately been preserved almost complete, although at one
point the surface of the vessel has been peeled and scarred,
apparently through contact with a spade or pick. A small
portion of the wall is missing, but the fraCture here is certainly
old. The urn measures zf inches in height, 3f inches across
the mouth, 33 inches in greatest diameter, tapering sharply
at the bottom to a small circular and slightly concave base
measuring r$ inches across. It is undecorated, and does not
show any of the small side perforations that I have mentioned
as being a characteristic feature of other examples. In this
respect, as well as in size, general appearance and method
of manufacture it closely resembles a specimen (Fig. 7) found
alone and full of burnt bones in a mound near Bogrie, Loch-
rutton, which has previously been figured and described in
the Society's Transactions,s In the Society's collection there
is also a neat and very slightlv ornamented specimen
showing two small perforations about half an inch apart on
one side, which was recovered in 1887 from the reputed site
of a Stone Ctrcle at Greystone, near Dumfries.6

I I . -A BRONZE CHISEL FROM KIRKCONNEL.

DUMFRIESSHIRE.

We come norv to the second relic, a bronze chisel of
unusual form (FiS. 8, No. r), from a portion of the Deil 's
Dyke, near Kirkconnel, Dumfriesshire. The Society is
indebted to Dr Semple for bringing this interesting object to
light, and I have to express my thanks to him for information
concerning the discovery, and for being allowed to bring
thc relic again before your notice. Dr Semple has already
explained that the implement was found some years ago by

5 1918-19, pp. 46-7.
6 Transactdoms, 1886-7, pp. 38-4L,
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a Mr Robert Sharp during draining operations close to a

portion of an earthen wall in Kirkconnel parish, which he

believes to be a fragment of the Deil's or Pict's Dyke-a

remarkable construction that-as all of you are probably

aware-is said originally to have stretched continuously from

Loch Ryan, in Wigtownshire, across Galloway to the Nith,

and possibly beyond that. Mr Sharp, who found the chisel,

seems to think that the relic came from the middle of the

Dyke itself, but he hesitates to commit himself definitely to

that point; and Dr Semple, as the result of his inquiries, is

inclined to believe that the chisel was found immediately

beneath the Dyke. To,night I wish more particularly to

drrect your attention to the implement itself. It is a remark-

able specimen, and possesses features of unusual interest.

The cutting edge of the implement is set transversely to the

flanges, which are terminated at the base by a well developed

cross limb or stop of a form that has only once before been

noted on an_v other flanged relic found in Scotland, and that

was a chisel of similar type from Perthshire (Fig. 8, No' z)'

Implements of the same form as these two Scottish

examples have been found in Ireland, but there also they are

rare. By some authorities they have been grouped among

the axes, and by others they have been classified as chisels.

The distinctive features-the provision of unusually set

flanges and a cross-stop of special form-indicate the manner

of hafting. We believe, from these characteristics and from

the attenuated appearance of the implements, that they were

intended for use as chisels and not as axes. We do not f ind

the curiously developed cross-stop on any undoubted flat axes

of the bronze period, but it has occasionally been noted on

early trunnion chisels found in England and Ireland, and it

occurs also on two Scottish examples. One of the latter, a

chisel of elongated form, from an unknown location,

is preserved in the National Museum of Antiquities at

Edinburgh. The other has been recorded and figured by

the late Dr Daniel wilson, who says that it was found

along with other bronze relics at Strachur, Argyllshire.?

7 Pne-histcric Annals of Scotln'nd, i., 381,
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We are familiar also with tanged chisels provided with a
circular collar in place of the cross-stop. Other forms include
the flat tanged type closely resembling an attenuated flat axe,
the socketed type, and lastly the solid cylindrical type. These
forms also are rare in Scotland, and obviously they are not
contemporaneous. Indeed they represent a series of pro-
glessive changes covering a long period of time; and while
some of the earlier forms, such as that of the Kirkconnel
relic, may be assigned to the Bronze Age the later types may
conceivably have survived into or even have originated in the
Early Iron Age. " Many of the earlier bronze implements,
such as the flat and flanged axes," says the late Dr Joseph
Anderson, the eminent Scottish archeologist, " are
ornamented by patterns of different kinds, chiefly of various
combinations of short straight lines indented in the metal.
These patterns, which exhibit considerable variety of form
and fertility of design, must necessarily have been produced
by tools of bronze, and the punches employed for this purpose
must have resembled stout, narrow, and blunted chisels.
Some such implements must also have been employed to a
large extent in producing the varied patterns in chased work
and repoussC work, both in bronze and silver, of the Early
Iron Age. "8

Dumfriesshire and Galloway is fairly well represented
among the finds of Scottish bronze chisels. A fine specimen
of the flat type, 4* inches in length, was found at
Low Torrs, Dunragit, Wigtownshire, and two others of
different forms were included in the important hoard of bronze
relics discovered by a member of this Society at Glentrool,
Kirkcudbrightshire, in the summer of 19rS.e Another
specimen of solid cylindrical type from an excavation
in Dumfries has also been figured and described in the
T'ransactions of the Society for 1895-6.

The Kirkconnel implement, however, is one of outstand-
ing importance. It measures 5* inches in length, $ of an inch
in thickness at the butt, and r5-r6ths of an inch across the

8 Proc. $oc. Ant. Scot., xrviii., pp. 212-3.
9 lbid.,lv., p. 29 fr,
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sharp cutting edge. The flanges extend for z$ inches from
the butt, and are terminated by the unusual projecting cross-
stop which measures r inch across. Since it was discovered
the implement has unfortunately been dressed up with a file

to make it shine, but otherwise its condition is not seriously
impaired.

7th December, 1928.

Chairman-Mr R. C. Rrro.

. Notes Upon Caltha Palustris, Linn.

By G. F.  Scorr  Err , ror ,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.G.S.

The Marsh Marigold (otherwise Horse Blob, Water
Dragon or King Cup), is exceedingly common in Great
Britain. It has even been recorded at 34oo feet altitude in the
Highlands. It is, however, rather rare in chalk or l imestone
districts. But even in the streamless dales of Yorkshire and
Derbyshire it may be found at spring heads and along such
burns as do exist (r). It almost always occurs in wet mud,
on gravel kept moist by rivers and streams, or in wet, rather
marshy meadows.

Caltha palustris has an enormous range : it may be found
almost anywhere in Europe from Norway to Spain and Italy.
It is, however, rare or absent in Southern Spain and in the
Nlidi of France. An interesting point is that it ranges right
round the North Pole from Norway through Siberia,
I{amschatka and r\laska to Labrador. It does not occur in
West Greenland. The southward limit is not so easily defined,
but it is recorded for the Caucasus, Taurus, Himalayas,
Iowa, S.E. Pennsylvania, So. Carolina, Newfoundland, etc.
In America it is found chiefly on the outskirts of the Prairie
Swamp Forests and in wet copses.

In April and May its multitudes of golden yellow flowers
are quite conspicuous in the bare or thinly occupied marshland
amongst immature herbaceous stems, leaves of Rushes,
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Meadowsweet, etc. In June or July the fruits and mature

leaves are not so easi ly seen, for by this t ime the regular

nteadow association is in full development.* Later in the year

its flowers would have no chance in the serried ranks of the

meadow grasses I it is only by flowering so early in the

season that it has its opportunity.

The flowers are variable. In this country they are of

quite a respectable size (: to 4 centimetres in diameter) : in

Nova Zembla they are only one centimetre across. The sepals

are usually five in number, stamens 7o to 8o, carpels from 3

to 13 or more. Honey is secreted by the bases of the carpels

* E'g., Juncus comnl,unis, Irds pseudacorus' Seneci,o aqua.tieus,

Spirea ulmaria, Lgchni's Flos-ctt'at'ld, Val'eriann' ofi'ci'n'a'li's' Stachgs

pa ' l us t ' r ' i , s ,Ranunc t t l usF lamm'u l ' a ,Angehcasg laes t r i s ; i nwe t te r

it""., P:oa aquati,ca, V'eroruica Becoabunga, Mgoso'ti"s pal'wstris' Pol'g'

gorru* hl1d,ropi,per. I-,ess conspicuous arc Galiurn ptalu'sbrts' Hyd'ro-

cotgle, Juncus bttfoni'us, Monttn' fontama, a'nd' Epilobi'um tetragonum"

These a.re but a few of its regular companions or, strictly speaking,

successors in GallowaY.

CALTTIA PATTTSTRIS-INSECT VTSITORS (2) '

Dumfriesshire
Gennany. Flanclers. ancl Galloway. Yorkshire'

H ivebee X X X x

Bombus X X

Smaller bees 2 sPeeies* 1 sPecies

Hover flies antl
i;;g;t sucking flies 5 speciest 3 speeies 2 species
s n r i t t  f l i e s  . . . . . .  X  x

Beetles ,X X

* Andrcna, Osmia.
t Empis, Iffelanostom'a, Eristalis, Bhingia, $c'

CALTHA PALUSTRIS.

Percentages ofoflower; *,1 sepals numbering

(3) Sweclen: Gathereil 3-28 $"y '7 92'7 5'4 '8 '1 '05

,, ,, 1st -June '6 84'3 ]-.2'I 2'7 '2

(4) ;, 
',,, 

$arjettal 3'5 94'9 I'4 '2
.. goftustan .2 93.5 4.7 L'7 '2

(sy scotiina, t*u",.lt'btuxt$ 
7e'4 16 2'L t'4 1'1

Douglas 2 95 3

.. Wet Meatlo{, Drumwhill 6 85 I

i', t" tliteh in rich tgil'
Punlop, AYrshire 0.6 74,2 22'Z 3
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where they touch one another. The stamens mature from
the outside inwards and bend towards the centre of the flower
so that a passing insect is well  dusted with pol len. The
stigmas of the carpels form at first a little cushion in the
middle of the flower, but later the carpers diverge widely :
they are not united together.

Insects probing for honey must get well  dusted with
pollen and leave it on the stigmas of the next flower visited.
Numerous insects, possibly al l  those which are abroad in
M"y, have been recorded for the Marsh Marigold.

The Ranunculacere to which caltha berongs is one of the
most primitive of all the natural orders. In all orders, except
those few which are considered archaic or primit ive, sepals,
petals, stamens and carpels are arranged in circles. The
number in each circle is usually f ixed and definite.

The Marsh lVlarigold has only one circle of bright yellow
sepals; these also act as petals attracting insects to the
flowers, but they play the regular part of sepals in that they
cover stamens and carpels in the bud.

The number of sepals, however, is not f ixed; there may
be four, f ive, six, or more. I f  one could discover why some
have many and others only a few sepals, then there might be
a clue to the reasons which have induced almost all flowering
plants to fix upon three, four or five sepals as the most suit-
able number to have.

The sepals of caltha palustris have been counted by
many observers in different countries and at varying times of
the year; some of the results are given in the table.

Now, of the three places in Sweden where Falck
carried out his measurements, Harjedal is in the north,
Bohuslan is in Mid sweden, and ryskland is in the south.
A first suggestion was to the effect that the farther south the
place (that is the more genial the conditions) the fewer were
the flowers with four sepals. This was confirmed by obser-
vations in Denmark, which showed that there only o.S per
cent. had four sepals, as well as by others in Holland and
Germany where none had so few as four. The two series
given by Gertz showed that early flowers, presumably open-
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ing in worse weather, had a higher percentage with four and

a much smaller number with six. The ditch at Dunlop was

chosen by myself because the plants seemed to be unusually

vigorous : those near Castle-Douglas were in an openr rather

exposed place where there was much competition.

The obvious explanation of all these observations is that

the more favoured the locality and the more vigorous the

plant the more numerous are the sepals. It would surprise

no one to find that a particularly vigorous branch of a birch

o'' other tree had more leaves than an exposed and

starveling shoot. It seems quite unnecessary to assume that

there are special strains of Caltha, some with four and others
'*'ith five sepals. The simplest and most satisfying theory

is that the number of sepals simply varies with the food supply

and with the general vigour of the individual.

If this is so, stamens and carpels ought also to show

similar variations in number. That they do so has been

proved by Dr Burkil l  (6) who counted rr,453 stamens and

89r carpels of the Marsh Marigold. The terminal flower is

usually the first to open, and is almost always the largest.

His observations show distinctly that the earliest formed

flowers carry the most stamens and carpels, and also that the

largest branches (i."., those which produce most f lowers)

have in their flowers more stamens and carpels than the

flowers in corresponding positions on weaker stems.*

There are two very interesting species of Caltha which

also suggest that the number of stamens and carpels depends

upon individual vigour.
One (C. limbata, Schl.) grows in Chile at 3ooo metres

altitude (Maule river), and has only 8 to ro stamens and z to 5

carpels. Another sti l l  hardier l i tt le plant (C. Dionafolia,

Hook.) lives in the Straits of Magellan and about Cape Horn;

this almost antarctic plant has 5 to 9 stamens and only 3

carpels. t (7)

* For tletails refetenee must be made to the original'

t Falck founcl one specimen in swetlen with five stamens ancl no

carpels at all. fn Galloway the carpels vary from four to thirteen:

about one-third (3L.2 per eent.) have eight earpels.
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In other plants also there is evidence that a favourable .
position on the stem or other advantage leads to an increase
of stamens, carpels or of flowers. For instance, the
common Daisy has in Germany an average of 34 ray florets;
in the Isle of Wight it has 46, at Rome 55, and near
Palermo 6S. (S) Dr Burkill (1.c.) shows that this holds true
in three species of Ranunculus, in Bocconia, and especially in
the Chickweed (Stellaria media).

If the general rule is correct, that is if the number of
sepals in Caltha palustris and of stamens and carpels in all
flowers varies with vigour, then it is just because they cannot
manag'e to develop beyond a certain point.

In all these flowers the first rudiments of sepals, petals,
etc., appear as minute projections of embryonic tissue ; first
come the sepals, then petals, with stamens and carpels in the
order named.

ln the Cape Horn Caltha, which l ives in a terrible
climate, and probably in a state of starvation, the food
supply would, let us suppose, fail after forming at most 9
stamens and 3 carpels, and so no more rudiments would
appear.

After pollination there is a distinct elongation and
lengthening of the flower stalk, which endeavours to keep
pace with, or over-reach, the Ragged Robin and other stems
which are now in full development.

The carpels also enlarge and diverge, turning outwards
and downwards. They are very like small pea pods, and may
br: z cm. long and 5 mm. broad.

In consequence of this quick growth, which is especially
marked in wet weather, a state of strain is developed along
the upper edge of the carpels, which is, of course, the two
united edges of the carpel.

If at this time one touches the tip of a plump strained-
looking pod it bursts and most of the seeds are thrown out.
In one case the carpel was 4 cm. above the mud and the seeds
were scattered to zo cm. distance.*

* Some authorities say that the openirrg of the carpels only takes

1-rlace in wet weather as in Veron,i,ca Becc,abunga and T. Anagalli,s.
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'fhe 
seeds themselves are about 3.5 mm. long, of which

about r mm. is due to a spongy air-filled cap, which is the

enlarged raphe of the ovule. The characteristic sponginess

of waterplants is here employed to make the seeds buoyant.

They do, in fact, float for from one to four weeks, or even

longer, so that in floods or wet weather they may be carried

for quite a long way down a river.

When ripe the seed itself is brown, shining and hard :

the shell contains astringent tannin which protects the

embryo during its voyages (ro) : the shape is rather like that

of a bomb : the contours (except the fleshy annex) are

streamlines. All these points are obviously advantages in

navigation.

The surface of the seeds becomes distinctly sticky after

they have been a little time in water. I lifted a few seeds out

of the \,vater with a feather, which was then hung up above the

table; twenty-four hours afterwards most of the seeds were

stili sticking to it.

Thus the Marsh Marigold has three dist inct methods of

distr ibuting i ts seeds : the elast ic spl i t t ing of the carpel is due

ttt the ordinary natural result of growth and of the drying up

of the t issues I buoyancy is just a sl ight development of the

sponginess of waterplants in general;  the st icky secretion of

the seed coat is probably a mucilaginous degeneration of the

cellwall-substance in contact with water, yet this slight

change would keep the seeds entangled in a wild duck's

plumage even for a very long flight.

None of these modifications are in any way unusual, but

they are obviously advantageous. In the Arctic regions,

where Caltha decorates the flat, undulating and most desolate

tundra, running water is probably rare. Birds probably have

carried its seeds all round the North Pole.

After six weeks in water most of my seeds had germi-

nated. The embryo lies just below the hard pointed end : it is

here that the seed coat splits and the tiny rootlet grows out

and fixes itself in the mud by root hairs.x The tips of the seed

leaves remain within the seed coat: in fact they had con-

* The ordinary roots ltnve no root hairs.
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siderable difficulty in getting out of it: under natural con-

ditions it is probable that the testa and swollen raphe stick

to the mud : this would gre tly assist the seed leaves in

becoming free.

Most authorities state that Caltha palustris is poisonous'

and it is certainly not often eaten by grazing animals. It is,

however, said that the European bison (now nearly extinct)

was very fond of it. It certainly suffers severely from the

ravag'es of snails and various insects. Neat round holes in

the leaf are probably made by leafcutting bees : a minute

orange grub about half a millimetre in length frequently

devours the buds : possibly the mother insect introduced its

eggs through a round hole which one finds in such cases

between the bases of the sepals.

Some twelve or thirteen parasitic fungi have also been

recorded for the Marsh Marigold. 
'lhese 

include two Rusts

and two Mildewst (r r).  One of the former, Puccinia Calthae,

is common on the radical leaves in July, and has been noticed

in Europe, Siberia, and North America.

There are some z6 other species of the genus. Caltha

palustris now flourishes, as we have seen, right across the

whole north temperate world. It has the widest distribution

of all the species of Caltha. There are other species in Scot-

land, Transylvania, the Caucasus, Asia Minor, Persia, the

Himalayas, and East Indies.

In North America there are quite a number of Calthas

(8 or 9 species), and especial ly in the Rocky Mountains.

Now, when glaciers existed in the Yosemite valley there

was every opportunity for the pioneer Calthas to migrate from

the Rockies southwards along the Cordi l lera of the Andes.

l'hey certainly seem to have done so, for to-day one finds

many Calthas in the Andes; there are several in Chile, and

at least three in Fuegia and about the Straits of Magellan.

l f ,  as seems probable, i ts seeds can be carr ied in birds'

plumage, the existence of a species in Australia and two in

New Zealand is not surPrising.

! Erysiplrc rtolggttni, .Sphaerotkeca h'umuli.
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'fhere 
are many other interesting points in the mode of

life of Caltha palustris.

Thus an ordinary plant will have 2o roots, each of which
is from zo to 30 cm. long and 2mm. or more in diameter.
The active transpiration of such a plant, especially if growing

in mud and in windy weather, will undoubtedly tend to keep
the soil more or less dry.

Now, in cold, wet, temperate regions, mosses are always
endeavouring to occupy wet ground. Poor pasture, or, for
instance, a tennis lawn, if the grasses are unhealthy, will soon
become mossy and fogged. Unless checked there is always
the danger that a peat moss might form.

In that case the Ragged Robin association and meadow
grasses would be suffocated and a " Lochar Moss " would
develop.

You will see then that such plants as Caltha palustris

take their place as a working unit in the maintenance of the

greatest number of the very best plants in their particular

station.
The Marsh Marigold has resided in Britain for many

thousands of years. (Dr Reid-Origin of the British flora.)
At Mundesley, in Norfolk, its nuts were found in the

Cromer Forest bed along with Trapa natans, as well as

Elephas meridionalis, Hippopotami, etc., etc. These beds

arc reckoned as Late Pliocene, that is, before the Great Ice

Ag".
During warm interglacial times, that is, between the

Rissian, which was the worst, and the Wurmian, which was

the last Ice Ag", Caltha palustris was living at West

Withering, in Sussex. In late glacial t imes, during the

retreat of the Wurmian ice sheet, there were deposits of peat

at Hoxne, in Suffolk, and it was growing there also. There

are Neolithic records of Caltha at Hailes' near Edinburgh,

and also a Roman age record at Silchester, Hampshire.
Now, Dr Colman in his " Ice Ages " estimates the time

occupied by the Ice Age as a whole (that is, including its four

great advances as well as the long mild interglacial periods),

as from 6oo,ooo to Too,ooo years. The time since then, that
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i-s since the ice definitely retreated, is estimated by some
authorities as 8ooo years and by others as r3,ooo years.

(I do not myself think that either of these figures can be
considered proven.)

During all these years the Marsh Marigold has flourished
in Britain !

From the early Chalk period until that of the Cromer
F orest bed Europe enjoyed a warm, mild and wet climate,
perhaps like that of Tennyson's Isles of Eden. There was
just one interruption. During the early Eocene cold water
fiom the Arctic Ocean penetrated southward over what is
now the North Sea or German Ocean, and as far, nearlyr a.s
thr: Straits of Dover. The shellfish which formerly lived
there became first small and starved looking, and then died
out altogether. They were replaced by Arctic species.

At this time quite a considerable part of southern E.g-
land and northern France was dry land. Yet the climate
must have been wet and cold.

The ancestor of Caltha was in all probability a woody
perennial shrub accustomed to a warm humid and comfort-
able climate. This " cold snap " ^^y have been responsible
for the appearance of the first Marsh Marigold.

If so it could escape the rigours of the Great Ice Age,
for even in the worst phase of this devastating period E^g-
land, south of the Thames valley, was not obliterated by
boulder clay.

It is a tenable proposition, therefore, that the birth-time
of Caltha palustris was the cold period of the Eocene. Ever
since then it has clung to the frozen limit of vegetation and
faithfully followed the wanderings of the Northern Ice.

It was this cold period of the Eocene that destroyed the
domination of cold-blooded, gigantic Dragons and Reptiles,
and gave the Mammals, including our ancestors, a chance to
occupy and possess the earth.
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British Records of Ledum Palustre, Linn.

By  W.  S ru r r -n ,  Esg . ,  M .A . ,  B .Sc . ,  Ph .D .

I-edum palustre, L., belongs to the same tribe of the

natural order Ericacee as that containing Rhododendron and

Azalea. Like other g'enera of the tribe, it is highly narcotic,

though not so poisonous as Rhododendron. I t  has been used

in medicine as a narcotic, formerly appearing in the German

Pharmacopeia, but now marked obsolete. In Canada an

infusion of Ledum leaves has been used as a substitute for

tea under the name of James's or Labrador Tea. The

iVlountain Tea of the Canadians is made from Gualtheria, a

fragrant plant of the same order, but not of the same tr ibe.

Its height varies from six inches to a yard. The leaves,

which are reflexed at the margins and are hairy beneath,

have a pleasant fragrance. 
'I'he 

flowers have a conspicuous

pink or white corol la and the inf lorescence is a dense umbel-

l ike corymb. I ts distr ibution is general through northern

Europe
Its occurrence in the Brit ish lsles was noted in r8z5 by

Sir Charles Giesecke, Professor of Mineralogy in Dublin

University. While on a g'eological tour in Achi l l  Island he

took a sprig of it in fresh condition from the hat of a fisherman
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who said that it grew near Achill Head; but the occurrence of

the plant in Achill Island has never been confirmed.

The first published reference to the occurrence of Ledum

in Scotland is said to be in an old guide-book to Bridge of

Allan, which I have not seen. The next published reference

was in the 
'I-ransactions 

of the Botanical Society : Edinburgh,

186o, Vol. VI.,  p. r3Z. Here Mr A. Buchan states that

Ledum has been known for many years to exist in small

quantity in a bog near Bridge of Allan. ln fi77 Dr Paterson

exhibited a large plant of Ledum latifolium. freally L.

palustrel which he had found in a natural moss near the

Bridge of Allan, where he had first discovered it growing

abundantly about forty years ago [ i .e.,  in 1847 approx.].  At

the same meeting Mr A. Buchan fof the previous reference]

stated that he had met with it in the same locality twenty

\,ears ago I i .e.,  r85Z]. In October, 1887, Mr Arthur Bennett,

F.L.S., was informed by letter from Dr Paterson that his

discovery of the plant had been made in the course of a

geological walk with the late Principal Forbes, of St Andrews.

ki July, 1888, Mr Bennett directed a fr iend to the plant, who,

having found it in a position described as very wild, sent

specimens to Mr Bennett. The latter accordingly argues

that, as the plant has survived for nearly fifty years (certain),

it seems curious that no mention of it has been more generally

made, as this is not the case of the survival from a one year's

rubbish heap. Mr Bennett had had his attention first directed

to the plant by ['Ir N. E. Brown, and he in turn had received

his information and specimens from Miss N. Geddes. In her

lctter to Mr Brown she observes : " There would be zo or 30
plants scattered through the bog, " " No one

ever planted it there, as some of the old residents remember

seeing the same plant some 30 years ago growing in the bog. "

Many specimens had been removed, but, although the bog was

being reclaimed, a few plants remained. A good many plants

of the Ledum grew in another bog a few miles distant.

The discovery connected with Miss Geddes's name was

referred to by Prof. Thomas King at a meeting of the Natural

History Society of Glasgow on r6th August, fi87. He
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announced that Ledum palustre, L., had recently been dis-
covered in the neighbourhood of Bridge of Allan, and that its

identification had been confirmed by Sir J. D. Hooker and Mr

James Ramsay. 
'fhis 

communication evoked a paper by Mr

Johnston Shearer, which was read to the Natural History

Scciety of Glasgow ori zgth April, r89o. Here is a synopsis

of part of Mr Shearer's story :

In the spring of 1879 the Bridge of Al lan School Board

offered a prize for the best collection of wild flowers made by

a scholar during the summer. Mr Rclbert Geddes, a very

intel l igent shoemaker, wishing his daughter IMiss N. Geddes

already referred to] to win the prize, enlisted Mr Shearer's
help in naming the species col lected by himself and his

children. Among the specimens was a piece of Ledum from

I-,ecropt Moss, where Mr Shearer subsequently saw it grow-

ing in considerable quanti ty among the heather. As the

plants were not in bloom, neither Mr Shearer nor Mr Croal l ,

president of the Stir l ing Field Club, could identi fy i t .  So,

concluding that i t  was an exotic, neither took further interest

in the matter, although five years later a request came from

an Edinburgh doctor for a supply of the plant for medicinal

purposes, the only source of supply being the Arct ic regions.

Thc doctor enclosed a specimen of Ledum, and stated that he

had been told that the plant grew in abundance under the

walls of Stir l ing Castle.

On seeing Prof. King's paper [read 1887, publ ished

1888], NIr Shearer surmised that Mr Geddes had sent a

specimen to Hooker, and found that he had done so in name

of his daughter. Hooker handed the specimen to Mr Arthur

Bennett,  F.L.S., who exhibited i t  at a meeting of the

Royal Botanical Society of London. Mr Geddes had also

shown the plant growing in quanti ty to Mr James Ramsay,

who was satisf ied that i t  must have been establ ished there for

a. long t ime.

On a later visi t  Mr Shearer found only four bushes on
Lecropt Moss owing to the depredations of Edinburgh

University students on a botanical excursion. He was,

however, informed by Geddes that Ledum was g'rowing in
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Blair Drummond Moss, on the opposite side of the River

T'eith. Nloreover, a hawker who had observed a specirnen

of Ledum growing in Geddes's window informed Geddes that

plenty of the same plant grew in the mosses up by the way

of the Lake of Menteith, and Geddes himself, about five weeks

ago, had seen about half-a-dozen bushes of it in flower on

Flanders Moss, between Bucklyvie and Gartmore. Mr

Shearer sent Geddes a map on which to mark the spot. On

returning the map, Geddes wrote : " I  am told that the

Ledum occurs al l  through the Flanders Moss. "
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On the Oscurrence of Ledum Palustre, Linn,
Nsar Dumlries.

By W. Snuel r ,  Esg. ,  M.A. ,  B.Sc. ,  Ph.D.

In the summer of. tgzS the Rev. Prebendary W. Clark

Maxwell of Carruchan was shown by his son Noel a plant

g'rowing in Carruchan Moss, and he in turn had had it

pointed out by the late Mr Hutchison, gamekeeper at

Dalskairth. A specimen was sent to G. F. Scott Elliot, Esq.

of Drumwhill, who had its species confirmed by the

Edinburgh Herbarium as Ledum palustre, L. The discovery

was very interesting, because this plant is very rare in

Scotland, and some botanists refuse to recognise it as a

native pl4nt,
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At Mr Scott El l iot 's request, I  consulted al l  the writ ten
sources of information I could find in Glasgow University
Lrbrary, and also some Glasgow botanists who had been in

touch with the discovery of the plant in the midlands of

Scotland. 
'I'he 

literary sources seemed to confirm the validity

of the plant as a native of Scotland.

The character of the Moss where the plant has been
found near Dumfries is such that one could readily believe

that it might have existed there for years without discovery.

No one except a sportsman is l ikely to visi t  the Moss, as

clumps of f'ussock Grass make a traverse very uncomfort-

able. Sporadic patches of very tal l  Bog Myrt le bushes show

that the Moss has not been burned for many years. Moreover,

the Bog Myrt le, though quite unl ike I-edum, may camouflage

the latter from a casual observer, except when i t  is in bloom,

and that is early in the year when neither botanist nor

sportsman is l ikely to be on the Moss.

l.ater, however, evidence turned up which shows that

l,edum palustre may have been planted in Carruchan Moss.

NIr Wil l iam Clingan, formerly gardener in Carruchan, and

his wife, who had not previously heard of the discovery of

Ledum by the Rev. W. Clark Maxwell, informed me that

they knew of a plant growing in the Moss which, they had

been told, was planted in the l\{oss by an earlier Carruchan

gardener, the late Mr Houliston, because i t  would not grow

in the garden : also that Mr Houliston had marked the spot

by a stake. Their information was that the late Mrs

lVlaxwell, aunt of the Rev. W. Clark Maxwell, had given the

plant to Mr Houliston. They did not know the name of the

plant, but Mr Clingan's descript ion tal l ied with that of

Ledum, though at one time he had imagined it to be a shrubby

Veronica.

Miss Jardine, Waterside of Troqueer, while not confirm-

ing the statements'of Mr and Mrs Clingan in every detai l ,

writes : " There was a plant came there, and Houliston was

said to have planted i t  in the Moss and put in a stake; but i t

was never seen or heard of till now. "

On the evidence, though professedlv hearsay, of these
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the validity of Ledum

is meantime not proven.

I lth January, 1929.
An Artificial Trout Loch in Galloway.

Chai rman-Nl r  M.  H.  NI 'Kpnnow.

By G.  H.  WrruAMS, Esg. ,  8 .A. ,  C)xon,  Ret i red Judge,
Egyptian Native Tribunals.

A glance at the map of Galloway will show that it is well

provided with r ivers, lochs and burns, and anyone interested

in trout f ishing would natural ly suppose that he might expect

some heavy creels in such a delectable country. I can speak

only from personal experience of the waters of the Stewartry,

and with the exception of that of Loch Dee the natural trout

f ishing in these waters cannot be considered good.

Most of the lochs and the calm stretches of the River Dee

arc infested with one of the trout 's most inveterate enemies,

namely, the Pike. I  can never understand why this fresh

water shark was so esteemed by the Monks in the Medireval

period, and actually preserved and introduced by them into

fresh waters. On more than one occasion I have attempted

to eat i t ,  and the result has always been a mouthful of small

bones. Perhaps, as the Monks general ly partook of this f ish

on Fridays, this was regarded by them as part of the penance,

or at al l  events pleasure subtly blended with pain. I f  the

[ ' ike ^t present exist ing in the waters of Galloway were

original lv introduced by the Monks who inhabited this region

in the past, such introduction has considerably marred the

sport of the modern trout anglers. The natural wi ld trout

of Galloway, with the notable exception of those of Loch Dee,

seldom attain an averag'e large size.

In Loch Skerrow I have caught some trout which I was

informed were true Gallovidian specimens. They were short,

thick, stocky fish with deep vermilion spots, and fought well.

.-\s trout have been introduced to this loch from hatcheries

ARrlnrcrer Tnour Locn

one may conclude that

a native of our province
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for many years, and have most probably interbred with the

original inhabitants, it would be difficult to prove the

existence of a typical Galloway trout, though certainly, as

far as I could judge, there were two dist inct types in this loch.

It is possible that a few fish may revert to a fixed type which,

after all, has only become permanent through environment,
just as, amongst birds, one occasional ly sees a typical old

English Pheasant with a dark neck and more deeply coloured

phrmage, as originally introduced to this country from the

Black Sea littoral, amongst the prevailing white-necked birds

introduced at a later date from China. I recently saw a

very pure specimen of this old English Pheasant ki l led in

Hampshire. In Galloway I have seen several killed on the

Orchardton Estate.

As all anglers know, the size of trout depends on the

food supply. When there are too many trout they tend to

run small, and when there are too few they run larger, but

become difficult to catch. I hope to show that a fair average

u'eight can be achieved by regulating as far as possible the

balance between fish and food. Speaking from personal

experience, I should say that in water where fresh water

shrimps and snai ls are abundant r5o trout to one acre of

water is about the correct proportion.

Of course, the quantity and quality of the food must

always be taken into account. I know of many lochs in

Scotland where a greater number of fish to the acre thrive

and grow well, the best known and rightly most famous

being Loch Leven, where many thousands of trout are caught

annually averaging close on r lb. In 1924, having

experienced but indifferent sport during the course of four

years' trout fishing in various waters of Gallow^y, I deter-

mined to try the possibilities of an artificial loch.

Having a good site, with a small, but never failing, burn,

I decided that the first thing to do before going to any expense

in constructing a dam was to explbre the food supply of that

burn. There were a few small trout in the burn, and the

question was what they fed on.

On close examination I was pleased to find the fresh-



AN AnurrcrAl ' I 'nour LocH lN GelrowAy. 7S

water shrimp, the freshwater snail, and the larva of the caddis
fly' All these are first-class diet for trout. To anyone not
acquainted with these creatures it may be as well to point out
that the freshwater shrimp looks more like a large flea than a
shrimp, and may be found by turning up some weed-covered
stones in the burn and tearing ofi the weed, when the shrimp
will be seen wriggling away to cover. It may be mentioned
that the freshwater shrimp cannot live in any water in which
there is lime.

The freshwater snail will also be found amongst the
weeds, but requires a careful search.

'fhe 
caddis fly larva hides itself in a collection of small

twigs, stones, bits of g'rass, etc., and will generally be found
where there is a gravel bottom in the burn. caddis flies
belong to the order T'richoptera, and there are several species
of these flies which trout devour in the larval and pupal stages
and as perfect insects.

The food question being settled to my satisfaction, the
next problem was the construction of a dam. Being entirely
ignorant on the matter, I enlisted the services of an expert.
Luckily he discovered a clay bed not very far from the pro-
posed site of the dam, which considerabry faciritated its
ccnstruction and lessened the expense. Here let me say that
I would advise anyone intending the construction of a dam
to commence the work in the summer, and not in the autumn,
as I did. Interference by rain impedes progress, and in my
case caused more expense by the burn flooding on one
o<.casion and bursting the dam before it was completed.

Clay, well  puddled, holds water as well  as concrete. anrl
is, of course, much cheaper. I was advised to have clay a

-vard broad t lrrough t lre centre of the dam, and to this day i t
is holding the water well. The rest of the dam can be built
on to this centre c)oro from soi l  near at hand.

A most important matter in the construction of an
artificial loch is to have complete control of the water
impounded. In my case this was accomplished by sinking
a wooden box made of Baltic pine in the bed of the burn
sufficiently large to take the whole burn at its normal level.
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fhis runs under the dam. On the loch side an upright box is

fixed into the lower box to reach the level to which the water

will rise-in the case of my loch, 14 feet. ln this upright box

are two grooves with two sets of boards 8 inches wide. In

the outer groove are two sliding iron grids to keep the trout

in when the loch is emptied. These grids are each one yard

irr length, the remainder of the g'roove being completed with

the 8 inch boards. The water is held up by the sliding boards

in the inner groove, and may be raised' or lowered

8 inches at a time. A fulcrum is necessary to pull up the

lcwest boards. The whole contrivance makes a cheap, simple

and most efficient sluice. As it is entirely submerged' the

woodwork, thus being preserved from the evil effects of wind

and weather, lasts for manY Years.

The final operation is to have a good overflow made of

concrete, and I strongly advise a subsidiary overflow at a

higher level to take any spate. If possible it is advisable to

allow the whole dam to settle for a month or so before

putting in tfiese overflows, otherwise subsidence of the soil

under the concrete rvi l l  lead to leakage later '

A dam should be sufficiently high to produce an average

depth of from 7 to 8 feet of water over the gre^ter portion

of one's loch. If the depth is greater than this the fish do not

rise well, and if too shallow weeds, which inevitably will

appear, make fishing imPossible'

Under natural conditions trout invariably discover

hiding places, such as submerged roots of trees, holes in

the bank, and behind stones and rocks. To provide "hides "

and shelters for them I had constructed, with large stones'

S o m e t w e n t y s h e l t e r s a b o u t 4 f e e t h i g h b u i l t u p t o f o r m

tunnels. On one occasion a friend of mine, having hooked

a n i c e f i s h i n d e e p w a t e r , c o u l d n o t u n < l e r s t a n d w h y t h a t f i s h

suddenly dived down and became immovable. I knew. That

fish had dived into his home'

A s l s a i d b e f o r e , t h e n u m b e r o f t r o u t t o t h e a c r e o f

water must, as far as possible, be limited. Now the natural

i n s t i n c t o f t r o u t i n t h e s p a w n i n g s e a s o n i s t o p a i r o f f a n d r u n

up the burn. The female oviposits on a gravel bed, called a
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redd, while the male fertilises the ova with his milt. As fish,
especially if protected, are most prolific, this process, if
allowed to continue without check, will eventually lead to
one's loch being stocked with thousands of little fish which
can never grow to any size, as the food supply is insufficient.

I know of many lochs where this condition prevails. To
prevent this result I have constructed, at a point about zoo
yards from where the burn enters the loch, a large iron grid.
This had to be sufficiently large to take the burn in spate.
Above it I placed a wire netting barrier to act as a filter to
catch refuse coming down the burn. The trout spawn in
this zoo yards stretch of running water. As there are only
three redds, and as the males in the spawning season become
extremely pugnacious, driving each other from the redds, the
number of females allowed to spawn successfully should not
be considerable. I have protected these redds with wire
netting against one of the best anglers of small fish I know,
viz,, the Heron.

The water impounded in my loch covers about 3 acres
of ground. I have kept a strict record of the number of fish
turned into the loch and those taken out, together with their
weights. During 1925, 19z6, and 

'1922, 
59r trout were

turned into the loch in the proportion of two brown trout to
one rainbow. These hand-reared trout were two years old
when turned in, and averaged between 6 and 7 inches in
length. I did not weigh them, but should estimate their
weight as between z and 3 ounces each.

During the years 1925, 1926, 1922, and : '928, 5oo trout
have been caught, almost exclusively on the fly, weighing
275 pounds. Thus the average works out at a l itt le under 9
ounces.

The best year was :'9z6, when the average attained
13 r-5th ounces. As any angler wil l know, this is a high
averag'e for a small loch. To a certain extent it was attained
bv selecting the best fish, one rod taking ro trout, whose
u'eights were z lb. ,  r f  lb. ,  r f  lbs. ,  r |  lb. ,  r |  lb. ,  r$ lb. ,  and
four of r lb. each.

During the year r9z8 the average dropped considerably,



7 6 AN Anrrl ' IcIAL 
' l 'nour 

Locu tN GeI-lowAY'

the fish having become too numerous in spite of my efforts

to restrict their spawning. I have consequently dried off

the loch and killed numbers of fish, and I hope, by allowing

the land to lie fallow, to increase the food supply again'

During the years the land has been flooded I have noted

the following birds :

Wrr,o Ducr.-These appear in small flocks all through

the winter, and several pairs breed annually'

on close observation I have been much struck by the

inferiority of the wild duck as a parent. She broods well,

and generally hatches off well, and then seems to imagine the

delicate little ducklings are as strong as she is, and can swim

after her all day long without rest. As far as I can make

out she kills her brood with over exercise. At any rate, of

the broods I have watched during the last four years not

more than two or three ducklings have survived'

TBaL.-These appear in small flocks throughout the

winter, but so far have not nested.

Wrpcrow.-These generally appear in pairs in the early

spring.

TtrFrrp Ducr.-These appear all through the winter,

sometimes singly, sometimes in pairs, but have not nested.

Swaxs appear from time to time, and are a great

nuisance, as they tear up from the bottom bunches of weed

which are apI to float and choke the outlets.

Conltonexr.-'fhis is a most unwelcome visitor. I have

watched one catching trout as fast as he could, and in spite

of careful stalking he always managed to avoid my gun' He

and I played hide and seek for days. He always dived just

as I thought I  could ki l l  him, t i l l  in desperation I f i red at him

a long way out, and he came to the conclusion that the fish

were not worth the game, as he never returned.

Of the waders, I have noted the HrRoN, CuRlrw,

RrnsHRNr, SexoetrnR, and Sr'ItPg.

I was glad to see the KrNcFrsHrn, but he is chary of his

visi ts.

Coors and MooRHENs both nest on the loch.
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The Prcn Wecrerr. has discovered a cosy spot in the
bc;at-house to rear her broods.

Although I have seen several species of Gur.rs flying
over the loch, I have never seen any swimming on it, which
seems rather curious.

Swerrows, of course, hawk fl ies over the loch's surface
during the summer.

Eels have discovered the loch's existence, and as they
could not possibly ascend the overflows they have travelled
trr the water overland.

The following water plants have made their appearance :

Water Crowfoot ( Ranunculus aquatilis ).
Lesser Spearwort ( Ranunculus Flammula ).
Cuckoo-flower ( Cardami.ne pratensis ).
Mare's-tail (Hippuris aulgaris ).
Water Milfoil ( Myriophyllum spicatum).
Water Starwort ( Callitriche aquatica).
Bur-reed ( Sparganium ramosunt. ).
Water Plantain (Alisma Plantago ).
Broad-leaved Pond-weed ( Potamogeton natans ).
Slender Pond-weed (Potamogeton pusil lus ).

The seeds of some of these no doubt have been washed
down the burn, but certainly not of all. How did these plants
get there ? I know not, unless the seeds were carried
somehow by the various birds already noted. There is no
water anywhere near from which the seeds could be blown by
the wind.

I introduced Lakewort (Littorella lacustris ), Water
Lobelia (Lobelia Dortmanna), and Buck-bean (Menyanthes
trifoliata). Of these only the Buck-bean lived and flourished.

In these days, with the ever-increasing army of anglers
and the consequently increased difficulty of finding any water
to fish, good angling water has become more valuable than
la.nd. An artificial loch, besides providing the fishing, adds
beauty to the landscape, and may also give enjoyment in the
way of boating, swimming, shooting, and, in the winter,
curling and skating.
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The Dovecote at Blackwood (Dumfriesshire).

By Jout'l Gr,nosroxs.

r. SrruerIox.-At Blackwood House, half-a-mile N.-W.

of Auldgirth Station, and some 8 miles in the same direction

from Dumfries, a dovecote with many features of unusual

interest is to be found in a remarkably good state of preser-

vation. Surmounting its roof is a weather vane in the shape

of a pennon pierced with the initials W C C and the date

ry28: this is probably the date in which W[il l iam] Cfopland]

of Cfolliston"] completed the stables at Blackwood by building

the dovecote.l
2. Drupwsrolrs.-The dovecote rises from the centre of a

long range of stable buildings forming the E. side of a

courtyard some 5o yards to the W. of Blackwood House.

The height from the ground to the wall-head is z6 feet on the

W.2 and z9 f.eet 6 inches on the E. Externally the dovecote

is a square of 24 feet; internally it is circular, with a

diameter of. zo feet from wall to wall. This plan, circular

inside and square outside, is most uncommon. Mr A. O.

Cooke, who in his Book of Doaecotes notes the shape of. zz6

dovecotes,s does not give a single instance of one built in this

way.4 The Ancient Monuments Commission, however,

record that at Salton (E. Lothian) there is a dovecote
" apparently of late rSth century date, " which is square

externally but circled internally.s This is the only instance

1 c . p . T r a n s . D . a n d ' G . N ' a t . H i s t . a n d ' A n t ' S o c ' , 1 9 2 1 - 1 9 2 2 ,

p .  213 .
z The axis of the clevecote is actua,lly N. 15 cleg. E. In this

paper the cardinal points of the eompass are usecl for convenience.

3 A. O. Cooke, A Book of Douecotes (Etlinburgh: Foulis, 192O),

pp. 289-293. This l itt le book, which provides a goocl introduction to

a vast subject, is unfortunately out of print. Mr Cooke, in a letter

to m"v failrer (datect 18th December, 1-926), informs him that it is

unlikeJy that a seeond edition will be issuetl.

4 The clovecote at Piclclletrenthicle Manor (Dorset) is circular

interrrally; br-rt externally it is built with its first 6 feet from the

ground octagonal, and the remaining 26 feet to the wall-heacl circular.

5 7th neport of the Rogal Comrni,sstnn on Anoient and, Ei*teri'cal'

Monurnents and Constructions (Scotland'), YoL. VIII. (E. I-:othian),

p .  108 .
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we can find of a dovecote built on the same plan as that at

Blackwood. I t  is possible, however, that other examples

exist I  dovecote hunting is a pastime in which Mr Cooke has

as yet found few companions.

3. AppRoecH.-Below the dovecote is a passage with a

flight of 5 steps in the centre giving communication between

Blackwood House and the stable courtyard, which is on a

higher level.  From this passage a stone stair goes up to a

vaulted landing on the f irst f loor l i t  by a window in the E.

wall .  On this f loor is a small  chamber 5 feet z inches long

and 6 feet 7 inches wide which, as rows of hooks nailed to

the walls show, was used as a larder. f'he dovecote is reached

by a narrow wooden stair, which can be lifted and hung up

from the inside of the dovecote. At the top a rectangular

opening 3 feet 4$ inches by r feet 7 inches is cut through

the vault, which is here r feet 5$ inches thick. The original

wooden covering for this trap-door, complete with lock and

hinges, is st i l l  in use. I t  measures 4 feet 7 inches by z feet

3 inches, and is shown in Fig. r laid lack on the floor of the

dovecote. The sides of the trap opening are raised 6 inches

above the floor level on all sides. Pigeon stealing was a

common occurrence, but this double precaution seems hardly

necessary at Blackwood, where the dovecote is so near the

house.

4. 
" Duucttor,E. "-$epg z feet 3 inches from the corner

of the trap-door is an aperture ro inches square cut

obliquely through the vault which is here z feet 7 inches thick.

Through it one looks down into a chamber (shown on Fig. z)

3 feet wide, ro feet long, and no less than 19 feet 6 inches

deep. There is l i t t le doubt as to i ts purpose; i t  was bui l t  to

receive the-pigeons' excrement, a valuable commodity which

could be put to many uses.6 This cleverly constructed

ri For the many uses of pigeons' dung, see Th'e Agri,cultural'
ReTtort of Scotl,and (181'1), Yol. II., P. 545; Moore's Columbari'urn,
ecl. Tegetmeier (1879), p. 23; Sa'rnttel Hartli,b his Legaoy of Eus-
bandrg (1655) , p 225; Charles Waterton, Esso'gs on Naturat Ei'storg,
2ncl erl. (1857-1t158), First Series, p.246, ancl Thirtl Series, p. 111;

H. G. Graham, Socdal Li"fe of Scotl,and' in the 78th Centutry, P. 50,
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apartment-wh,ich we shall call the " dunghol" t'-provided

a satisfactory arrangement for disposing of the manure from

the dovecote. 
'fhe 

floor of the dunghole being on the ground

level, the manure had merely to be shovelled through the hole

up above and carted away from below.

A str ing-course runs along the S. wall  of the dunghole,

7 f.eet above the floor. This was a device frequently employed

-usually on the outside walls of a dovecote-to prevent rats

and other animals from making their way into a dovecote.?

f heir easiest means of access to the dovecote at Blackwood

was through the hole in the floor of the dovecote. A string-

course round the walls of the dunghole would prevept any

creature from climbing into the dovecote. Although the

course is now only seen on the S. wall ,  undoubtedly at one

time i t  ran al l  round the walls.

S. Wtuoows.-The dovecote is l i t  by 4 windows, one in

each wall, 3 feet above the floor. The windows on the N. and

S. walls are 3 feet 6 inches high and z f .eet 3 inches wide;

those on the E. and W. sides were the same height, but 7f,

inches broader; the window in the E. wall  has been altered

and lowered in modern t imes. The thickness of the walls at

the windows is r feet 8 inches; at the corners measured

diagonally i t  is no less than 6 feet.

6. Nnsr-Horns.-Every avai lable inch of wall  space is

occupied by nest-holes, which number 539, and are arranged

in r/  t iers running r ight round the bui lding. Between the

windows, however, nest-holes have been constructed above

the rTth t ier (see FiS. S).

The nests are partitioned off from each other by pillars of

brick rising from the floor to where the roof timbers strike the

circle of the dovecote. The freestone slabs which are the

floors of the nests project 4 inches from the brick pillars and

form courses round the circle. These ledges, used as

alighting places and " promenades," are often found in rSth

century dovecotes. The nest-holes are of what Mr Cooke

calls 
, ,  the L-shaped variety," a form which is, he tel ls us,

? J . W h i t a k e r , T h b D o u e e o t e s o f N o t t i n g h a m s l t ' i r e , p ' 2 3 '
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Fig. 1.
Floor Plan.

Fig. 3,
Cross Section on line C--D.

Fig. 5.
Floor Plan shewing numbers
of Nest Holes in each column

and openings.

Fig. 2.
Cross Section on line A--8.

Fig. a.
Elevation shewing Side A-D'

trig. 6.
Plan of  a Nest  Holc.
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" practical ly unknown N. of the Tweed. "B ' l -he 
opening to

each nest-hole is ro inches wide and 7 inches high; the sp4ce

behind which extends to the left-and not as usual to the

right-measures r r inches by r foot 5 inches (see Fig. 6).

Z. ENrneNcBs.-On the E. side of the roof is an aperture

in the modern sarking replacing an older opening, shown in

Fig. : .  I t  has an opening of 6 inches outside and 15 inches

inside. A shutter which can be manipulated from below by

.a str ing is attached; the opening could thus be closed when

pigeon catching was in Progress.

The pigeons had another means of access to the dove-

cote. Some 5 feet from each corner of the dovecote there

are 2 openings 7 inches high and ro inches broad, which,

running at right angles to each other, reach the interior at

4 points in the rrth t ier of nests. Five feet is a most unusual

length for the main openings of a dovecote.e The 8 holes,

,nl,hich reach the interior in the rzth tier of nests, are shown

in the elevation (Fig. +). They are not counted in the number

of nest-holes in Fig. (,  but their posit ion in each column is

indicated.

8. PorsNcB.-Ssfsls describing the potence at Black-

wood, I  shal l  quote Mr Cooke's remarks on their construction

and purpose. " The vital port ion, " he writes, " was a mas-

sive beam or arbre, secured in an upright posit ion in the

centre of the dovecote bV being pivoted into socket holes

placecl in the f loor and roof respectivelv. In these socket

s A. O. Cooke, oP. ci't., P. 244.
9 There are 8 columns between the openings in the N. and S.

walls, and 7 between those in the E. ancl W. walls of nests ancl on

the diameter of this circle. Tliis is caused by the fact that the E.

ancl w. walls (the outsicle walls) slope slightly inwartls, while the

interior walls are upright. In order that wintlows could be placecl

in the centre of tlre walls ancl that the length of the openings should'

atl be equal, this arrangement hacl to be made. The builcler of the
dovecote must have decicletl beforehancl on the climensions of his
nest-holes ancl fitted in the rest accorclingly. The dovecote is a
remarkably. clever piece of planning I to construct a circular cloveeote
-conrplete with nest-holes, potence, trap-door, ancl dunghole-above
a block of square builclings is a task which has never been attemptetl
elsewhere.
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holes the beam revolved freely at a touch. Jutting horizon-

tally from the beam were several arms, technically known as

the potences or " gallows, " though the term gradually came

to mean the mechanism as a whole. The arms were not in

the same vertical plane, but placed in such a position with

regard to each other that the ladder they supported had a

gentle slope. 
'fhis 

ladder, being at the ends farthest from the

central beam, allowed a person standing on it to search the

upper nests for young birds. Without descending he could,

by gripping the t iers of nests, cause the beam and ladder to

revolve, and so move round the house. Sometimes one ladder

only was employed; but not infrequently the arms projected

on either side of the beam, each end carrying a ladder. This

seems a questionable advantage; i t  al lowed two persons to

work together, but unless their rate of progress coincided

with the time saved it must have been small. "

The " massive beam " at Blackwood has a diameter of

9 inches and is 13 feet high. The lower pivot of the beam

is placed in a block of freestone ro inches square' which in

turn rests on another block z f.eet square. The upper pivot

was intended to revolve in one of the cross beams of the roof,

but is now an inch or two out of position; consequently the

whole potence is inclined to one side, so that one ladder clears

the projecting ledges by ro inches and the other by 7 inches.

Three beams on either side of the upright have been placed

at a distance of z f.eet ro inches from each other. The arms

are all 6 inches wide, z inches thick, and 16 inches long.

At either end is a sloping ladder of 13 rungs, spaced 8 inches

apart. The ladders, which ^re g feet r inch long, are inclined

at an angle of 67 degrees, and clear the floor by z feet 3 inches.

A small piece of wood was placed from the top of each ladder

to the top of the central beam to give additional support to

the structure. One of these has now been broken away. One

hardly expects to find a potence in so small a dovecote; a

z-laddered potence, usually found only in the largest dove-

cotes, is still more surprising.

Since a potence was always rnade of wood, in many

dovecotes it has been pulled down or has f4llen down. The
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Blackwood potence, however, is complete, except for the

small piece of wood I have mentioned; it is, moreover, in

excellent working order, and still " revolves freely at a

touch. " It is constructed of red pine wood, and is painted

grey.
g. Roor.-The pyramidal tiled roof of the dovecote-

the rise of which is 8 feet-rests on 8 main beams of red

pine wood, 4 of which ascend from the corners of the wall-

head and 4 from above the windows. These and other beams

in the roof probably date from V78, wlren the dovecote was

built. The sarking appears to be modern; broken and miss-

ing slates were replaced in tgz3 by Mr R. G. D. Thomas,

of Southwick.
ro. MerBnter..-The dovecote, like the block of buildings

irr which it stands. is built of rubble with red freestone dress-

ings. The whole has been whitewashed. The floor and the

base of the nest-holes are of red freestone. The divisions

between the nests are of contemporary hand-made bricks,

measuring 9 inches by 4 inches by z| inches.

rr. CoNnmtoN oF Srnucruno.-The dovecote is in an

excellent state of preservation and repair. Mr R. G. D.

Thomas, of Southwick, who owned Blackwood from rgz3 to

1926, made the roof sound and glazed the windows to keep out

owls and other birds. Mr Thomas W. Kennedy, the present

owner, is fully aware of the unique interest of his dovecote,

and as long as he owns Blackwood we need have no fears

for its future.

r2. Fooo Locxrns.-On the last landing before the stair

reaches the floor of the dovecote z large wooden lockers with

sloping lids are placed against the base of the vault. Each

measures 3 feet 3 inches by r foot 3 inches deep. These

lockers-which were almost certainly put in to contain the

pigeons' food-are remarkable, as they are not usually

found elsewhere as part of the equipment of a dovecote.

13. Concr-usroN.-This leads me on to suggest a reason

for the fact that no dovecote or ruins of a dovecote was found

by the Royat commission on ancient and Historical Monu-

ments in the counties of Dumfries and Wigtown or in the
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Stewartry of Kirkcudbright; and that since r7o7 the only

dovecote-excluding, of course, wooden erections ("t at

Kirkconnell ,  Kirkcudbright)-which appears to have been

buil t  in these three counties is at Blackwood.l0

Dovecotes, as Mr Cooke points out,ll were " very little

bui l t  in pastoral parts, as a good supply of grain was

absolutely needed for the birds. " Very l i t t le corn was grown

in Dumfriesshire and in Galloway ; any pigeons, therefore,

that were kept would have to be fed.12 Hence we can explain

the presence of the food lockers at Blackwood and the

absence of dovecotes in our country.

Yet we have at Blackwood, as I have attempted to show,

one of the most remarkable dovecotes dating from the r8th

century in Great Bri tain; while the fact that i t  is the only one

to be found in Dumfriesshire or in Galloway makes i t  al l  the

more interesting to our Society.

14. AcruowLEDcEMENTs.-It remains for me to thank

Mr Thomas W. Kennedy of Blackwood for allowing me

access to his dovecote; Mr Andrew J. F. Montagu for helping

me with measurements; and f inal ly, Mr Nicol Ker, Courthi l l ,

Keir,  who has most kindly drawn the accompanying plans

and given invaluable assistance in the preparation of this

paper.

10 Since writing this paper Mr llornel has informecl me that

there is a doveeote near Kirkcuclbright. See also Dr Singer's

Agriur,l"tul'e of Du,mfriesshire (Etlinburgh, 1812, p. 386).
11 In a letter to my father, clatecl 15th December, 1926.
12 The keeping of pigeons went out with the introrluction of

turnips. Laircls and farmers had formerly killecl off their cattle in

November, antl hacl livecl on salted meat till spring came rouncl again.

Pigeons, which coulil be killect at any time, proviclecl a welcome change

of foocl. The introtluction of root crops meant that cattle coulcl be

fecl ancl killecl rluring the winter, thus obviating the necessity of
provicling an alternative souree of foocl. At the beginning of the
19th r:entury, too, poultry, which have done more than anything to
oust the pigeon as a food, were beginning to be kept in Seotland.
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The Kirkpatricks at Capenoch (1727-1846).

By JoHN Gr.aosroNr.

I .
I propose to give a short account of the family of

Krrkpatrick of Closeburn from ry27 to fi46; the years in
which they possessed the estate of Capenoch. I have
inserted some paragraphs on Capenoch house, and have con-
cluded my paper with a note on the Capenoch estate in 1845.
N{uch work has been done on the early history of the family
of Kirkpatrick of Closeburn by members of the Society and
others. I need only refer to Mr Reid's paper in the
'l 'runsactions 

of the Society,l and, for the intermediatc
period, to such an authority as Burke's Peerage. NIy
apology for this paper is a belief that the history of the
gradual disappearance of an important family is as interest-
irg as that of its rise; and, when that family has been
connected with the county for six centuries, facts relative to
the last century of its stay deserve at least to be put on
record.

Capenoch came into the possession of the Kirkpatrick
family as a result of a marriage between Sir 'fhomas Kirk-
patrick, the third Baronet of Closeburn, and Susanna (or
Susan) Grierson, the only surviving daughter of James
(irierson of Capenoch by his third wife Clatherine Sharp.2

James Grierson, l ike the majority of Nithsdale lairds at the
end of the seventeenth century, had been no friend to the
reformed I{irk. When in t69z the Kirk Session of Keir

had censured his moral conduct he had felt himself strong

1 Transactiozs, Vol. 13, Thirtl Series, 1925-6' p. 120 seq.

z She rva,s the witlow of James Grierson of Barjarg (ci. 1704),

whose heiress by her rn. Charles Erskine. Thus Barjarg ancl Capenoeh

passetl respectively irrto the Erskine ztrrcl Kirkpatrick families from

the Griersons. Through her the Kirkpatriclis obtairretl Hodclorn. She

was a sister of General nfatthew Sharpe, the last proprietor of that

family. On his cleath Hoddorn was left to Jrer great-great-nephcw,

Charles Sharpe Kirkpatrick, son of Will iam Kirkpatrick of Ailsland,

I[.P.. who hacl married Jeatr Erskine, Catherine Shlrp's grand-

rlaughter.
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enough to disregard their threats. Ott 3rst January, t6g3,

William Waugh, an elder, had reported to the Kirk Session

that he " had spoken with the laird of Capenoch but had

received no polite answer "; consequently another elder,
' fhomas 

Harkness, was " appointed to go to him. "J

whether hrs mission was successful or not we do not know,

but it was not till +th September, t6g7, that Capenoch
" appeared before the congregation three several Lord's
dayes and was publickly rebuked. "4 In :693 and :696
capenoch had stood cautioner to his cousin, the notorious
Grier of Lag.s ln ryr5, however, he accompanied Ferguson
of Craigdarroch and Sir Thomas Kirkpatrick, the future
father-in-law of his daughter, when in r7r5 they raised forces
at " I(eir-moss " in support of the Government.o He was
dead by r7z7, but his wife was al ive at the t ime of her
daughter's marriage. She was buried in Keir Kirkyard with
her first husband, John Grierson of Barjarg.

Both Sir Thomas Kirkpatr ick and Susanna Grierson had
extensive landed property in Nithsdale, which their marriage
contract,? dated z5th October, rZ2Z, sets forth at length.
Sir ' fhomas,B besides his ancestral Closeburn estate, possessed
the Iands of Brighburgh (Barburgh), Auchinleck, and
Ell island; Susanna Grierson was the owner of the 6 merkland

of Breacoch (Braco) " sometime in the parish of Holywood,
now in the parish of Keir "; the d5 land of Shaws of Dal-
garno and Fisherland with the tower and fortal ice of Shaws,e
in the Barony of Lag and parish of Dalgarno; " and the
6 merkland of Capenoch, sometime in the parish of Holywood,

3 The Sessi,on Book of Keir, 37st Jan., 1693.
a The Session Book of Ke,i,r, 4th Sept., 1697.
5 I-,,ieutenant-Colonel Fergusson, The Lair'd of Lag (1886), pp.

702, I03, 24L.
6 Peter Rae, Etstoru of the Rebel,lion (ed.. IT46), p. 280.
7 Preservecl in the Capenoch eharter chest.
8 On 23rcl November, 1725, Sir Thomas Kirkpatrick was enrolled

as a student at Padua University in ftaly.
9 Here is a'other tower to add to the list given in the Reptort

of the Rogal, Comntission on Anci,ent antl Ei,storiaal Monucnents.



'fHB KInTPATRIcKS AT CAPENocH. 87

now in the parish of Keir. " On the back of the contract is

the following note :

4th lr{oaenrber, 1727, betwixt ro and rr befornoon Sir

Tho : gave infeft [sic] to his lady properys [sic]
manibus. \  / i t .  Tho: f i innan in Land (Lann),

Andrew Deser, Ja: Dunlop servt to Sir Tho : and

Ro Hunter servt to C : S : (Catherine Sharp) Lady

cap :

The contract provided that, should she survive her

husband, Lady Kirkpatrick was to receive an annuity of 3ooc

merks scots " together with the third part of the househoi,l

plenishing, furniture, table and bedlinning " belonging to her

husband at the time of his decease I silver plate was expressly

excepted from this list of goods Lady Kirkpatrick was to

share. For twenty years Sir Thomas and }.ady Kirkpatrick

lived at Closeburn House, which was built in 1685 partly

from the materials of the old place, the tower of which

remains to-day. The new house, however, only stood some

6o years; on the night of zgth August, 1748, the hall was

burnt to the ground and all the family papers, portraits and

plate were destroyed in the fire.1o

This was a tragedy from which, as we shall see, the

family of Closeburn never recovered : the house was not

rebuilt, and Sir Thomas repaired and went to live in the

tower which his ancestors had built at the end of the l4th

century.ll

In October,  r77r,  Sir ' Ihomas Kirkpatr ick died, and was

succeeded by his second son James, who took the manag'e'

ment of the Closeburn lime-works into his own hands and

made great improvements on his estate. It is said that he

not only gave his tenants lime for their land, but also had to

pay them to put it on. But by 1783 he was in debt-it is said

as a consequence of his father's extravagance' especially in

his attempts to get his brother William a seat in Parliament-

10 C. T. Ramnge, Drunr,IQ,nrtg and the Douglases, p' 210; R" 1\{'

F. Watson, Closebu'rn, P. 64.

11 Grose's Anti,quiti,es of Scotland, i., p. L52.
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and, in order to meet the importunate demands of his

creditors, was forced to sel l  Closeburn.12

I can find but two records of the old house of Capenoch

being occupied after " Lady Capenoch's " death. On 9th
A.ugust, r74t, the Moderator represented to the Session of

Keir that " Sir Thomas Kirkpatr ick and his lady, who this

summer stayed at Capenoch, considering the great straits the

poor were in gave him two guineas for the use of the poor. "

ln the same year Sir 
' fhomas 

gave a further {"5.13 ln ry48

John Brown was " tennent in Capenoch, " but whether he

was l iving in the old house we do not know. I t  is probable

that the bui ldings became unoccupied and gradually fel l  into

disrepair.  
' I 'o-day 

only the foundations of a " small

rectangular tower with a courtyard attached to i t  "  remain;14

r,vhi le the posit ion of the garden-Charles Cooper, " gardener

6 ( lapenoch," is rnentioned in r7o915-can st i l l  be seen.

It  is said that, after the sale of Closeburn, there was

some doubt as to whether the famil, '"  should move to Shaws

or  to  Capenoch,  as the la t ter  p lan enta i led bu i ld ing a  house.

Sir James decided to move to Caper-roch, and stayed at Shaws

whi le  h is  ner ,v  house was be ing bu i l t . l '6

I I .

Capenoch house, built soon af.ter 1283,17 is one of the

latest examples in the county of an important house planned

12 C. T. Rarnttge', ctp. cit., l. !11. The 6 merkland of Capenoch

was cxposed for sale at the sarne tirne, the upset price being f,5000,

but 1., ' l ls l ircrbably withclrawn at the l:tst moment. (Document in

Capenoelr charter chest.) See, too, Dumfrics and Gal'lrowary Cowrinr

and Flerald, 6th Feb., 1924.
L3 Th,e Sesnon Boolt; of l ieir, 9th Aug., 1741. [The clis:rstrous

dcart l r  of  1740-1 is  wcl l  descr ibed in H. G. Gr:rharn 's Socia l  L i f  e in

Scotland in tlrc 78th Century, 1t. 170.1 lbid., 4th Sept., 1748.

L4 Eeport of tke Bo'yal Commt'ssi,an on Anci'ent and Ei'storioal

fo lonunt,ents,  p.  120.
15 The Sessioru Book of Keir, 27th Mareh, 1709.
16 W. Kirkpatlick i it l i ' tt., 10th Nor'., 1912; J. G. Kirkpatriek

tn l , ' i t t .  92ncl  Mrrch,  1913.
rz My fat l rer"s t r ' : t t tsc l ipt  of  \ \ ' ' .  F.  I {unt t ' r  Arundel l  of  Bar jarg 's

1IS.  I 'cdigrees,  p.  '18.



SIR, TIIOMAS KIRKPATRICK OF CLOSEBURI{,
3nn BARONET.

(b.  L7O4;  d .  L771. )

[0wnecl CaPenoch 1727-�1771]'

(From a portrait in the possession of l\fiss Luntsden' The original

was destroyed in the fire at C^loseburn House' 1748')



SIII JA}IES I(IITKPATRICK O.F CLOSEBIIITN,
4rs BAIIONIIT.
(b .  ;  d .  180a. )

f 0wne<.1 Capenoch 1771-18041.

lJuilt the present house of Capenoch, c. 1783.

iX'rom a contemporary rniniature in the possessiort of
Col. Kirkpatr ick of Knockhi l l .)



SIR TIIOI1{AS KIRKPATRICK OF CL,OSEBURN,
5rn BAR,0NET.

(b.  1777;  d .  1844. )

townecl Capenoch 1804-1344.1

(From the portrait by Sir Willia.m Allan, P.lt.A., in the
Sheriff Court Room, Dumfries.)
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and built by local workmen with local ideas and local

methods. We have only to look at Dalswinton, Terregles

and Closeburn Hallls to see that in the South of Scotland at

the end of the r8th century an English style of building was

ousting the local adaptations of the keep. We have perhaps

in Capenoch a clue to how house bui lding would have

developed in the South of Scotland had that district remained

impervious to English influences.

The house was 46 feet square outside and 38 feet by 33

feet 6 inches inside the walls. It was divided into two

rectangles of equal size by u partition wall 3 feet 6 inches

thick. Each of these rectangles was crowned by a vaulted

roof of span r5 feet and rise 7 feet 6 inches. The vaults rest

on the part i t ion wall  and on the east and west walls of the

house. These are 6 feet 6 inches thick at the base and 6 feet

3 inches thick above the first fls61-2n abnormal thickness

in so late a building. The north and south walls, through

which the chimneys ascend, are 3 feet 6 inches thick. Above

the half underground basement there are 3 f loors, including

thr: vaulted top storey. The wooden floors are suspended by

iron clamps from massive oak beams whose ends are bui l t

into the east and west walls, and are supported by 3 trans-

verse beams on either side of the dividing wall .  The stairs

are of a type common in r8th century buildings. The

windows, with the exception of 4 in the top storey, and those

l ighting the stair,  are al l  in the 6 feet 3 inches thick wall '

there being 3 on either side of the part i t ion wall ,  thus making

6 on each f loor. When the house was altered in 1848, the

wall  was cut away on the inside of the windows so that more

l ight could be obtained. The entrance doorway on the middle

of the west wall of the house was reached by a short flight

of steps.

The house was bui l t  of rough whinstones, probably

obtained from the old house of Capenoch, with facings of

local sandstone. It was harled over with a pink coloured

rs Eobcrt Rid,dett's Add'encla to the Stati,stioal, Account of Scot'

I and ,  i .  (1791) ,  pp .28 ,29 .



90 I 'Hr KTnTPATRIcKS er CRpBNocu.

plaster, a little of which was spared in 1848, when the house

was refaced with a light pink sandstone known as " Capenoch

stone. " The distinctive character of the house was removed

by the alterations effected in 1848 and 1854 for James

Grierson and T. S. Gladstone respectively by Mr James

Bryce. The additions, which were on the north and south

sides, were in what has been cal led the " Scott ish Baronial

style, " since an imaginary " Baronial Castle " was the

model of this school of mid-Victorian architects. To-day we

can but trace the outside walls of the old house and distinguish

the stone-set windows of the older portions of the house,

though some rooms in the interior are much as they were left

by the Kirkpatricks.

The accompanying plans were drawn by Mr Nicol Ker,

Couithi l l ,  Keir,  to whom I am indebted for assistance in this

section of my paper. A section of the house and plans of each

floor-which we hope need little comment-are given.

If the reader will compare the section of Closeburn Castle

(in the Report of the Commi.ssion on Ancient and Historical

Monuments i.n Durnfriesshire, P. 3r), with that of Capenoch

he will, if he removes the two lower stories of Closeburn

Castle, detect a certain similarity both in the construction of

the vault and the placing of the windows. I t  wi l l  be

remembered that Sir James Kirkpatrick had lived in the castle

before he bui l t  Capenoch ; i t  is not impossible that he derived

some inspiration in the construction of Capenoch from the

tower which his ancestors had bui l t  in the r4th century'

We have not been able to discover whether the vault at

Capenoch was crowned by a wooden roof-the present

timber roof dates from the .alteration 
of r848-or by a

covering of stone tiles as at Closeburn Castle. We know

that a roof of Gateleybrig stone slabs was put on Closebtrrn

Castle soon after 1748, when Sir Thomas Kirkpatrick came

to live there after the house had been burnt down ;le and it is

probable that the same method was adopted at Capenoch.

Mr W. Kirkpatrick informs me that Capenoch was vaulted

because of the scarcity of timber at the time; it is hardly

]e Francis Grose, The Anti,quities of Sco'tland (1797), i', p' 153'
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likely that Sir James would have
providing a timber roof above the
easilv accessible.m

CnprNocH. 9 1

gone to the expense of
vault when stone was so

I I I .
Sir James Kirkpatrick, who had married a Miss

Jardine,zr said to have been a dairymaid,z2 lived some twenty
years in the house he had built. They had a family of four
daughters and two sons-his heir Thomas (b. vZZZ), Roger
(b. tZZg), who m Lilias, d of Robert Anderson of Stroquhan,
Susan, who died an octogenarian in Scarbraehead House
nearby,% Isabella, Jean and Mary. With them at Capenoch
lived Sir James' younger brother, William Kirkpatrick
(d. t8z4), whose son John had gone out to Greece and had
become Chief Judge of the Ionian Islands.%

On May z3rd, r8o3, Sir James Kirkpatrick made a trust
disposition in favour of his eldest son.25 A passage in this
document makes pathetic reading now that the family has left
Capenoch and that the wishes expressed by the writer have
not been fulfilled. Sir James directed that his wife was to
receive an annuity of d8o sterling; his four daughters {roo
between them with {zo added on the death of their mother;
that his son Roger was to have his tack of the farm of
Garroch and {5oo sterling, and that his " brother William

is to continue to live in the family with board and cloathing. "

He continues as follows : " By this time (i..., when
the annuities have been paid) my son Thomas will find

20 W. Kirkpatrick'in I ' itt., 10th Nov., 1912. The American War

of fnclependence (7776 to 1783) hacl causecl a shortage of timber in

Great Britain.
21 Trust disposition of 23rtl l\[ay, 1803.
22 fnformation from Mr J. G. Kirkpatrick.
23 Scarbraehcad House was demolisherl to gratify, it is saicl, my

great-granclfa.ther's clesire not to see any house from the wintlows of

his own!-a not uncommon mitl-Victorian fancy. Miss Susan Kirk-
patrick was a friencl of Kirkpatrick MacMillan, the inventor of tho
bicycle, who livecl not far from Scarbraehead.

24 Burlae's Peerage,1903, p. 873. From 1814 to 1864 the Ionian
fshnds belongecl to Great Britain.

2l-r plsgsvvecl in the Capenoch charter chest.



92 TsB KTnKPATRIcKS AT CappNocn.

himself but ^ poor Laird, but 
' l  

om wil l  remember that

I havc expended more upon l-r im, on his education and

s ince,  than on a l l  mr ,  o ther  ch i ldren put  together  :  not

that  I  grudge i t ,  for  he deserves a l l  I  have done ( l

love him, I  love thenr al l-- they are al l  good, ar-rd I

only have to regret that I cannot do more for them.) H.

ought nevertheless to think of this and he wil l  f ind i t  reason-

able to al low them a share, and b1' sel l ing a part of Capenoch

and well  managing rvhat remains, he may st i l l  be able to

wrestle through, t i l l  by his own industry and application to

business his circumstances become better, which I trust wi l l

soon be the case. My wil l  is, too, that my son Thomas have

all  the law books of which he has not already copies, and the

rest of the books divided into three parcels, as equal in value,

of which the lasses are to have one, my wife having i t  in her

power to select out of the whole such as she shal l  have a

fancy for."

Sir James Kirkpatr ick died at Capenoch a year later on

7th June, t8o4, and was succeeded in the t i t le by his son

Thomas. He was entered as a boarder at Wallace Hall

School on znd Jt ly, 483, and left  in December, t79r I  a stay

of 8 years 5 months and zo days which cost his father {t7g

r (s  r rd .  He was admi t ted advocate z3rd June,  1798,  when

only just of age; he continued in his profession and at length

became Sherif f  of Dumfriesshire. His portrait ,  by Sir

Wi l l iam Al lan,  P.R.A. ,  hangs in  the Sher i f f  Cour t  Room at

Dumfries. In r8o7 i t  was rumoured that he was to be made

a Lord of Session, but nothing seems to have come of the

proposal.s In r8z7 he was Preses of the General Annual

26 Bu,r l . te's Peeragte. 1903, p. 873.
2? fnformation kindly suppliecl by Mr H. F. Menzies, Rector of

Wallace He.li Acaclemy.
z8 Lod,ge's Peerage, 1908, p. 1117.
29 On this occasion Charles Kirkpatriek Sharpe, Sir Thomas'

brother-in-law, wrote to his sister, NIiss Isabella Sharpe : -( t ft is

reported that Sir Thomas Kirkpatrick is to be made a lortl of Session,
which I shall believe when I see it: I tlo not yet despair of our
clignit;', plincipally (I fear) beeause I am not of a clespairing
temper." (C. K. Sharpe's Correspondence, i . ,  p. 318.)
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Meeting of Commissioners of Supply for Dumfriesshire.s0

During the Napoleonic War he was Captain of the Keir31 and

I'ynron Company of Volunteers; he presented a medal to be

shot for at Capenoch on zoth Apri l ,  r8o4; the medal was won

b,v James Sloan, of Tynron, and is still in the possession of

his family.az Sir Thomas Kirkpatr ick married his second

cousin Jane, d of Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe of Hoddom and

sister of the well-known antiquary.ss They had four

daughters and two sons, of whom the elder, James Kirk-
patrick, died in 18z6. Charles Sharpe wrote as follows to
Sir Walter Scott : " We have all had a great shock
to-day by the unexpected intelligence of the death of my
nephew, James Kirkpatr ick, who was a very promising and
amiable boy, the darl ing of his poor father. He was a mid-
shipman, and died of a fever, very far from comfort and from

his family. My nieces h.ad come to Edinburgh r,vith Sir

I 'homas to taste a l i t t le gaiety, to which they have not been

much accustomed, so they have had a double blow, poor

things, in the irrevocable mischance. "34 On his brother's

death, the younger son, Charles Sharpe Kirkpatr ick, who

was born in May, r8r r,  became his father's heir.  He married

in 1838 Miss Helen Kirk, a daughter of Thomas Kirk, the

30 Valu,ati,on, Boll of the County of Du,mfrtes, 7827, p. 7.
31 Capenoeh is in the parish of Keir. On 10th Ma.rch, 1823,

Allan Cunningharn wrote to C. K. Sharpe'-'( . I am a fellow
parishioner with the Kirlipatricks. f am a l{eir man; and I was
once, too, their fellow soldier. It is now sorne eighteen years ago
since f lookecl into the fae,-.s of Thomas antl Roger ancl was pleased to
think I could trace sornc of the heroism ancl mildness of the tutelar
Ireroes of Nithsdalc. " (C. K. Sharpe's C'orresytoni lence, i i . ,  p. 332.)

32 T'lre N.B.A. ,f ournal, Oct., 1923, p. 219.
33 C. K. Sharpc's Cot'resytondence, i., p. 129. C. K. Sharpe

writes to his mother'-(' . that Jane's marriage is declared
at last. May thc Lorcl help them: for of the help of man
tlrey are desti tute. .  ."

sa Sir Walter Scott replied a few clays latc'r '-'( . I am
truly sorr)' for r.our family distster, but :rs 'we live or1, wc survivc
those we lr lve most reluctance to part rvi th. t '  (0. K. Sharpe's
Corrcspottt l t ' t rce, i i . ,  pp. 369. 389.
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miller at Keir i35 an action which is said not only to have

diverted a legacy from his uncle, General Matthew Sharpe of

Hoddom, which would have revived the fortunes of the

family, but also to have broken his father's heart. When

Sir Thomas died at Capenoch in 1844, his son found that

there was so much debt on the estate that there was no other

course open to him but to sell Capenoch.s6 The property was

sold in 1846 to James Grierson (afterwards of Dalgonar) for

dzor5zo, a sum of money which was only just sufficient for

Sir Charles to pay off the mortgages on the estate and the

debts contracted by his father. Capenoch was resold 4 years

later for dry,5oo to my great-grandfather, Thomas Steuart

Gladstone, of Liverpool, who had considered excessive the

price paid in r846.3t

es A. cle L. Kirkpatrick, opr. cit., p. 43.
36 These are set forth at length in a doe,ument preservecl in the

Capenoch charter chest. ,
37 A plan of the Capenoch estate, made in 1845, a year before

Sir Charles Kirkpatrick solcl the estate, illustrates an interesting

point rvittr regard to Nithsclale farming 80 years ago. The 1207

acres-of which 383 were arable-on Capenoch were cultivatecl in
1845 by eleven farmers or crofters. Their holclings were 70 aeres,
66 aeres (rvith 20 pasture), 47 aues, 23 acres, 15 acres, 12 acres
(with. however,558 aeres of pasture attachecl)r 10 acresr T acres, and
3 acres. 'Ihe ( r home-farm " comprised 100 acres arable, besicles
78 pasture anrl 82 woodlantl. The same area (L207 acres) is now
cultivated by two farmets, while another has ackletl the pasture farm
of 570 acres to his holcling. It is probable, however, that, owing
to the substitution of workmen in the pay of the laird-such as
gamekeepers, gard.eners, anil woodmen-for men eking out a bare
subsistence from the protluce of the lancl, that the population living
on the estate is much the same to-clay as it was 80 years ago. I may
adcl here that in Courthill, the 7 acre croft, Kirkpatrick MacMillan,
the inventor of the bicycie, lived until 1877, when on January 26th
John MacMillan, his son ancl heir, renounced his tack of Courthill in
favour of my great-granclfather.
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lst February, 1929.
Chairman-The PnpstonNr.

Some Burns Items. x

By Mr Ronrnr HnwoBRsoN.

[Mr Henderson exhibited and spoke on some rare Burns
items in his possession, including a copy of " lfhe 

-lollv

Beggars, " dated Glasgow, 1816, the only copy kno\,vn; an
engraved po'rtrait, after the Nasmvth painting, by Walker
and Cousins, r83o, showing a curious " erro,r "-1h€' date of
the poet's death in the impression being rygZ; a silhouette
portrait which has not been recorded (see plate and note u,hich
follow). He also read from a holograph letter by Dr. Currie
an interesting account of his visit to Mrs Burns in Dumfries
in r8o4. ]

The Silhouette is of particular interest-one of only four
known, and as, happily, they all agree in the delineation of the
features of the Poet it cannot be other than affirmed that they
present a true portrait.

When in Edinburgh Burns sat to John Miers, the
" Prince of Silhouettists, " and a copy is in The National
Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh, marked UBZ; another copl,
slightly damaged, is in Kelvingrove Museum, Glasgow. The
Burns-Begg Silhouette, in all probability done by Houghton,
of Edinburgh, is in the Burns Cottage, Alloway.

'fhe Silhouette exhibited has on the back, in a contem-
porary hand, " Profile of Robert Burns, by George Bruce. "

Houghton and Bruce were in partnership in Edinburgh,
and were pupils of I\{iers.

Gilbert Burns, writ ing to the Poet's friend, Geo.
Thomson (of " ' fhe 

Original Scottish Airs ") spoke of a small
black profile done by a Mr Houghton, which showed the
features pretty exactly delineated, and later he said that Mr
Kerr, one of the Magistrates of Dumfries, had a black profile
bi' another artist, which he thought very like, and he was
familiar with the l iving face.

* Note on silhouette not Dreviouslv reeordecl.
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All the Silhouettes ag'ree in the extraordinary length of

the skul l ,  and the l ips which are parted, the upper one

projecting. Mrs Burns B.gg said that Burns was a far

bigger man than his Portraits showed, and so far as a bust

may do so the Si lhouette shows the bigger and rougher man.

It  has not been determined, but i f  the Si lhouette referred

to possessed by Mr Kerr, Dumfries, as by another art ist,  was

by George Bruce-as seems likely, for no other than the three

names have been recorded-the testimony as to the likeness

is important.

A Play and Revels in l6th Century Dumfries.

By G. W. SHtnr,nv.

l . -Sir Harry Merser and his Play.

An interesting portion of the field of Scottish history was

adequately explored, these last few years' by Miss Anna J.

Mill, who published the results of her research recently under

the title, " Medireval Plays in Scotland. "-)+ Miss Mill searched

state, burgh, trade and ecclesiastical records for material,

ancl has produced such that, scanty and obscure though it is,

it yet throws much light on the indulgence by the people of

Scotland in playacting and revelry before ministerial dis-

approval fro'*'ned them out of existence. Further, her

informative introduction must always place students of our

clrama under a debt of obligation. In the following paper I

am indebted to Miss Mill for nearly all the material used, but

on the other hand Miss Mill is not to be held responsible for

the deductions and interpretations thereof which sometimes

coincide, but at other times diverge from or run beyond her

own.

The Dumfries Burgh Court Books, between :'532 and

rSZo, contain seven brief references to these popular pastimes,

but these, in themselves, are not i l luminating. I t  is only

r,vhen they are considered in conjunction with information

gathered by Miss Mill from other towns that we are able to

,o st. Antlre\1.s liniversitv Pultlications, No. xxir'.; Blachwoocl,

Etl inburgh, 7927.
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understand, in a measure, their significance. One cannot,

ol course, affirm that what took place in one burgh took place

in another and, indeed, nothing is clearer than the extent of

the variations in practice between the various towns, but,

nonetheless, there remains that considerable similarity in the

nranners of any age and country, and it may be that an excep-

tional feature present in one district may throw light on the

origins, motives and tendencies of the whole.

It  must be remembered, too, that the great bulk of the

material that has been preserved on this subject is of post-

Reformation date. It is during the period of decay, of

suppression, of ecclesiastical censure, therefore, that it is

presented to us, and due correction of bias must be reserved

in our minds. Within twelve years in Aberdeen an inst i tut ion

which had existed immemorial ly for " halding of the gud

toun in glaidness and blythnes " became " na thing vther

bot a plane sedit ioune and wproar. " F'rom the reprobations

of a \ater, unfriendly age we can only approximately

estimate the character of the inst i tut ion during the period

when it was accepted wholeheartedly and uncritically by the

people.

The first of the Dumfries entries is as follows :

3rs t  Ju ly ,  r132. - Iohne Mer t in  is  maid burgess and

sourn thairto and frely gevin to Shir hary merser for

the play of gude fryday and vitsonday payand xl d

to sanct mychell is werk bort Iohn mert ing.

This means that Sir Harry Merser, a priest, had been

responsible as author or producer, or both, of a play on Good

Friday and the succeeding Whit Sunday, and that the Burgh

Court awarded him for his work the burgess fee of John

Mertin, who had still to pay, in addition, forty pence to the

fund for the upkeep of St Michael's Church (or it may be for

the spice and wine used there in the Sacrament, the words,

usually appended, being here omitted), and that his pledge or

security was John Merting (perhaps the new burgess himself).

This entry recording the production of a play by a priest

on Good Friday and Whitsunday under the patronage of the

Town Council is described by Miss Mill as unique. At Aber-
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deen, Perth, Lanark, Haddington, Dundee and Edinburgh

there is evidence, more or less definite, that liturgical or

miracle plays, under Council patronage, were performed as
part of the Corpus Christi processions, the furnishings and
expenses being supplied by the Crafts. The earliest reference
is from Aberdeen in r44o. It is with regard to other church
festivals that the Dumfries reference is unique, the records
" preserving an almost unbroken silence on the matter. "

'fhe 
paucity of the entry makes determination of the type

of play produced by Sir Harry positively impossible. Only
by reference elservhere can we conjecture something of its
character. What were called " Clerk plays " seem to have
been fairly common, and it was probably one of these. Sir
Edmund Chambers regards them as " a variant of the miracle
play, " but the term seems to include such as these, and also
other themes taken not only from Biblical and hagiological
but from classical sources. The terms " mystery " and
" miracle " applied to plays are not found in Scottish
records, and the name seems to have embraced any kind of
play which might be written by a clerkly person-priests and
schoolmasters. Besides the famil iar subjects of the miracle
plays-the Creation, the Fal l ,  the Nativi ty, the Passion, etc.,
a play on the Martyrdom of St Erasmus was performed at
Perth in r irr  as part of the Corpus Christ i  function. Doubt-
less i t  would be deemed nowadays Grand Guignol in character
as evidenced by the presence of " The cord drawer " and
" The thre tormentouris. " We have records of clerk plays
at Ayr in 1534-5 and r14r, at Perth in 1546, where a hat-
maker, John Walcar, was made a burgess freely because of
the pleasure he had given the community in making and play-

ing " gemmys, ferchis and clerk playis in tymes bygane, "

and they also were produced in Edinburgh in June, r55r, and

on Uphaly Day, r554-5. Knox gives us interesting, detai led
information about such a play at Stir l ing sometime prior to
1538 which, l ike that at Dumfries, was played on a Good
Friday. He is worth quoting in ful l  :  "  Ane Black freir,

cal led Frear Kvl lour, sett furth the Historye of Christ is

Passioun in forme of a play, quhi lk he boith preached and
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practised opinlie in Striveling, the King him salf being pre-

sent, upoun a Good Friday in the mornyng: ln the which,

all thingis war so levely expressed, that the verray sempili

people understood and confessed, that as the Preastis and

obstinat Pharisyes persuaded the people to refuise Christ

Jesus, and caused l ' i lat to condampne him, so did the

Bischoppes, and men called Religious, blynd the people and

perswaid Princes and Judgeis to persecute sick as professis

Jesus Christ his blessed Evangell.
'Ihis plane speaking so enflammed the hartes of all that

bare the beastis mark, that thei ceassed nott, till that the

said Frear Kyllour fand others] all togetther war cruelly

murthered in one fyre, the last day of Februar in the zeir of

lGod l  rS38. "

Some years later at Dundee James Wedderburne " com-

posed, " says Calderwood, in the " forme of a tragedie the

beheading of Johne the Baptist wherin he carped

roughlie the abusses and corruptiouns of the Papists " 
; he

also " compiled the Historie of Dyonisius the Tyranne, in

forme of a comedie, wherin he likewise nipped the

Papists. " Sir David Lyndsay's " Satire of the Thrie

Estatis, " a virulent attack on the corruption of the clergy,

was played in Edinburgh at Greenside in r554 and at Cupar,

Fife. The text of this is the only one of all these productions

that has come down to us. Knox himself .saw a play at St

Andrews in r54z by Mr John Davidson, an ardent reformer,
" wherin, according to Mr Knox doctrin, the Castle of

Edinbruche was beseiged, takin, and the Captain with an

or twa with him, hangit in effigie. "

These references are all prior to the Reformation, but

there are several after its accomplishment. Thus the scholars

of the Grammar School of St Andrews in 1574 proposed to

perform " the comede mentionat in Sanct Lucas Euuangel

of the forlorn son. " The story of the Prodigal Son is an

obviously attractive theme and popular, as Miss Mill shows,

on the Continent. In this case the source of information is

the Kirk Session records, Maister Patrick Auchinlek suppli-

cating for licence to perform the play. This was granted
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conditionally on the play meeting the approval of four censors.
It apparently did not do so, for they " dischargeit the maister
to  p lay the samin.  "

we have stiil later evidence of dramatic activity, ar from
church records, at Dalkeith castle, Perth, Dunfermrine,
St Andrervs, Elgin, and at tr ,vo small  vi l lages near Dunblane,
Muthi l l  and Strageath. The Schoolmasters of these, John
Wod and John Brown, \ ,vere summoned by the presbytery

of Stir l ing for " abwsing of the Sabboth day in playing clark
playis thairon. " wod was immediately penitent, but Brown,
the author of the piece, was required to produce the register
(or script) of the play for examination. It was found to con-
tain " oft  tymis thair in mekil l  baning and swering sum
badrie and f i l thie baning the said Johne Broun beand present
quha denyit nocht the sam. " The Presbytery prescribed for
him a thesis in Latin :  " Is i t  lesum to play clark playis on
the sabboth day or nocht And qwethir gif it be lesum or nocht
to mak clark plays on ony part of the scriptur. " Unfortu-
nately the Presbvtery thereafter appear interested only in the
quality of the Schoolmaster's Latin.

In 15Z6 the General Assembly absolutely forbad the
performance at Dunfermline of a non-canonical play on the
Sunday, and in r58z the Dalkeith Presbytery dealt with Mr
Andro Alane, who had produced a play at Dalkeith castle
without l icence. At St Andrews on rst March, 1595-6,
" 

Jhone Ros, maister of the sang scole, maist humlie, with
al l  reverence on his kneis befoir the Sessioun. askit  God
mercy and the kirk forgifnes for his negl igens, and for his
using and playing of an comode and play in St Leonardis
College. "

The populari ty of these plays is well  attested by the
indignation of Wishart at Haddington in 1564. ' ,  I  have
heard of thee, Hadingtoun, that in thee wold have bein at
ane vaine Clerl< play two or three thowsand people; and now
to hear the messinger of the Eternal l  God, of al l  thv toune
nor parishe can not be nombred a hundreth personis. ' ,

When well  in the saddle the reformed Church of Scotland
convenientlv forgot the services the earl ier dramatist
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reformers-such as Friar Kyllour of Stirling, James Wedder-

burn of Dundee, Sir David Lyndsay, and John Davidson of

St Andrews-had rendered to it, and in face of an unpleasant

rivalry dealt out to playwright and to players its utmost

rigour. In March, rSZ4-5, it promulgated an act to the

effect " That no Clerk playes, comedies or tragedies be made

of the Canonicall Scripture, allsweill new as old, neither on

the Sabboth d"y nor worke d^y in tyme comeing " and
" that, for other playes, comedies, tragedies and vthers

profane playes " they were to be considered by Presbyteries

before performance and might not be played in any case on
the Sabbath. A little later it presented an article to the
Regent seeking the abolition of all holy days but the Sabbath
and for punishment of all who kept Yule and other festivals
by ceremonies, banqueting, plays, etc., and an Act of
Parliament to these effects followed in r58r. We know that
the result was the mortification of the drama in Scotland for
a couple of centuries. The churchmen made a desert and
called it a harvest field of God.

With these examples from other burghs, especially the
earlier ones, before us we have a somewhat clearer idea of
what the character of Sir Harry Merser's play may have
been. With regard to Sir Harry himself, a matter about
which Miss Mill was not concerned, but which is of interest
to us, we have been able to glean some further information.

Sir Harrv Merser was chaplain of Our Lady Service in
the par ish church of  Dumfr ies.  Ear ly in October,  r5r9,  Sir
Herbert I l{ '13rayr, chaplain, having for the time a plea of the
right of the service between himself and " Sir Hare
marsair, " appeared at the Burgh Court, and at the request
of the alderman, bail l ies and community, " in waye of
concord " gave over his rights into the town's hands, for
which and for his services he was granted five rfrerks and was
promised the first service that happened to fall vacant in the
Kirk which was in the town's gift, " the said Shir herbert
makand hym able in the meyn tym to sing and saye in the
queyr amang the laiff of the sangsters of the qweyr. "

1 0 1
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In the following February Sir Harry was made a burgess.
vii i . Feb., r5rgf zo. - ' fhe 

samin daye Sh' hare
mersar chepellane of or lade alter is maid fre and
suorn therto payand xl d to sanct mychaelis werk the
spice and the wyn.

'I'he next entry is a curious one. Certain lands known
as " Our Lady Place and Yards " formed an endowment of
the altarage. These the chaplain let and appeared before the
Court to prove that his tenant as part rent had promised him
the loan of a horse each year of the three years of the tack,
on which to ride to Glasgow or Edinburgh or where he pleased
for twenty days.

It is unnecessary to follow the matter in its details; the
outcome seems to have been that the tenant, Tom M'Kennan,
was ordained to pay Sir Harry ten shillings of silver for the
first two years in lieu of the loan of the horse and to lend him,
in the third year, a horse for thirteen days.

In the meantime, however, one Tom Muirhead asserted
that he had the tack of these lands for the year preceding
M'Kennan's entry, and sued the latter for wrongously intro-
mitting with the grass and certain plums of the plum trees
of the yard. This M'Kennan denied, and it is of the nature
of things that we know no more about it,. but instead that
Tom l\'I'Kennan was amerced by the Court for the wrong'ous
withholding of three shillings of annual rent for a bark hole.
T'his was a hole in which leather was tanned, and Barkarland
retains the name for us.

The loan of the horse was not, however, the sole payment
in kind required by Sir Harry for Our Lady Place. This time
Mrs M'Kennan appears on the scene:

roth July, rS2r.-The qlk daye it is assignit to thom
M'Kennane wiff tyll acquitt hir wyt hir owne hand
at the nixt cort that scho promittit not to Shr hare
mersar, chepellane of or lady alter iij sarks at the
settin of or lady place and zards to thom M'Kennane
hir husband and that ilk zeir of. thre zers ane sark.

There is no more about this business, but we have
gleaned some information about priestty methods of domestic

economy and summer holidays,
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In May, r522, we f ind Sir Harry becoming joint tenant
'with four other priests in certain common lands, and in

January, r524-5, with the curate, the parish clerk and four

other priests he signed an agreement with the Burgh Council

to keep the service in the parish church and quire, and " to

vphald at messis of note fundit or to be fundit " in the Kirk

on condit ion that the casualt ies and amercements fal l ing in

the said parish Kirk were divided equally between them.

On z4th Jrly, 1532, a week before the extract quoted

by Miss Mil l ,  we have what is clearlv a prel iminary entry :

z4th July, r532.-The qlk daye the inquest ordenis

Shr hare merser to hawe ane burgess the first that

is maid wt al l  prewalegis sa that the gudtone pleiss

the man and that he be ane vnfreman and na burgess

air nor fremanis vife.

This means that the heir of a freeman or of the wife of a

freeman being admitted to burgesship on lower terms than an

unfreeman the largest burgess fee possible was to be given to

Sir Harry. Were the date not so long after Whitsunday one

might have pleasingly conceived the Council filled with

enthusiasm over Sir Harry's production hastening to do him

honour. As i t  is, however, i t  only looks as i f  i t  were the

somewhat tardy payrnent of expenses incurred.

On znd October, 1532, Herbert Gledstanis was chosen
" maister of otr lady lycht for a yer " to enter " apon Sanct

stevin day in zule nixt to cum. " Apparently Sir Harry had

been holding this office, for he was ordained " to leff the

said lycht als gude bait in the heirss and in the heirssis that

stude on athir syde of or lady wt the Irns of the samin and

sl kl ik wt the money qlk the said Shr hary ressauit the day he

tuk deliuerar)ce of the samin failzeing he do the samin he to

be summoned and compell i t  therto on the tounis coist be the

off icial l 'and his commissers. 
"

The " heirssis " were tr iangular frameworks with

spikes, like the ancient harrow from which they took the

name. on which the candles used in the service were f ixed.

Ir:  looks as i f  Sir Harry's integri ty had been impugned and

as if the Council feared resistance,
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Ile that as i t  mav, the next scrap of information reveals

Sir Harry in several more pleasing l ights :

8th May, r533.-9uo die patr ik huntar is maid ffree

burgess and suorn therto payand v merkis to the

common purss and xl d to sanct michel l  werk ql l< is

ffrely gevin to Sht hary merschell for the makin off

ane bennar to the toun and for the makin of the

calm stanis and to amend the myllburn brig and for

gude sheruice done and to be done.

The banner which Sir Harry made was doubtless for

some procession, perhaps the Corpus Christ i  celebrations,

and the caulm stones would be for casting leaden tokens for

the use of the burgh poor, as we shall see later on. The

milnburn brig carried St Michael's Street across the Mill

burn. Sir Harry begins to appear as a man of many parts,

and this is further evidenced by the next entry :

March,  r533-4. -Quo d ie  \ \ ' i l l iam M'byrne son

to \A/illiam M'byrne in conhayt is maid fre burgess

and suorn therto frely gevin to Shr hary merser

chaplane for the makin off the glasin wyndoks in or

lady Ile, the wyndok of Sanct Andro alter, the

wyndoks of sanct cristofer alter and sall. mak and

renew the ij wyndoks of or lady pyete alter the tane

half of the saids twa wyndoks of his awne cost and

expenss the gude toun to mak the cost of the tother

halff  of the saids twa wyndoks plege for the samin

Adam Wallass burges of or said burghe.

To be a producer of plays, a maker of banners, a worker

in lead, a bridgebuilder and a glasier is no small record of

accomplishments. Indeed, the probabil i ty is that Sir Harry

had these things more at heart than his priestly duties, for on

7th October, rS35, we f ind the fol lowing:

7th .October, r535.-The inquest abon writtin ffyndis

that our lady sheruice sanct ninian sheruice and

pareche clerk schip ar vacand in the tounis hands

and that becaus t ]  the chaplanis

ministrants of the samin hais not obsheruit nor keipit

dI iuyne] sheruice.
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This is no less in modern parlance than a lockout. The
entry, besides being very involved, is much torn, but the
upshot was that the Court appointed the alderman and
baillies and " certane of the best and worthiest off nychbors

of the toun " as arbitrators-how familiar the term !-to
meet the defaulting priests on the following Sunday and if
the latter were willing to observe the conditions of the former
agreement of r 5zz to readmit them to office and if they were
not to admit other chaplains and give them the profits and
benefits. Whoever were admitted were to provide among

them " ane matvn to be said amang thaim ilk day be vij hors
ilk chaplain the owlk abovt. " And they discharged all other

chaplains " off ony feall of money to be gevin to thaim
exceptand the sangsters fof the] quer alanerly. "

Sir Harry, at any rate, was not dismissed, for the next
reference to him on Zth December, 1536, describes him as
" chapelen of or lady seruice. " In this entry Sir Harry

appears to have been making claim to the rental of a property

pertaining to the service in which one Herbert Maxwell dwelt,
and Herbert protested that " quhat the gud toun vrocht in
all suld not turne him nor his vife to na preiudice. "

The next entry refers again to the caulm stones :
zrst April, r$6-7.-Quo die the inquest ordanis Shr

haire to haif x ss for the taikens and cawmstanis
maid to the puyr folkis at the tonis command efter

. the tenor of or souerane lordis lettres.

The reference to our Sovereign Lord's letters is doubtless
to the Act of Parliament of 1535. " For the staunching of
Masterfull Beggaris " which confined beggars to their native
parishes for support and decreed the issue of tokens that they

might be identified.
The next reference to our ingenious priest shows him

agaifl rebufied by fortune or pursued by malice:
znd May, rS3Z.-Quo die the hail l hous hes wardit

that quhen Shn hare merser hais ony complaints of
his awin ado in judgment that he geiff the samin in
a bill and forthir that he haue na woce in jugement

nor be procurator for na Persoun in tyme to cum and



106 A Plev eno RnveLS IN r6tn CpuruRv.

that be [causs ] i" fundin in his

conueying wtout ony ressoun.

What was found in the document Sir Harry as procurator

had prepared which caused this sharp treatment merciful time

has obliterated. Doubtless some malversation, but at any

rate it enables us to add practice in the law to Harry's accom-

plishments. It is, however, pleasant, in our final entry, to

leave Sir Harry triumphant over that same Herbert Gled-

stanes, who five years previously replaced him as Master

of Our Lady's Light.

3oth M"y, r537.-Quo die herbert gledstainis is

condampnit in [the soume of] i i j  ss to be payit t i l l

Shr hary mersar for his annuell frent] of ane zard

lyand at sinklar wennel qlk the said herbert occupiis
instantly zerly awand to or lady sheruice.

Sinclair's vennel is an old name for Bank Street, more

commonly known as the Stinking Vennel, but there was also

a Sinclair's vennel on the other side of the water.

Unfortunately the volume containing these records comes

to an end in the month following the above, and I was not

able to discover any other records until 1564. By that time

Sir Harry Merser has vanished from the scene, These little

records of his days and activities rescue an accomplished

individual from undeserved oblivion, and bring before us

something of the order of worship and of the furniture for

many centuries familiar in St Michael's Church. As it is we

know more about Sir Harry than about any of the hundreds

of priests who in their day and generation administered their

ghostly office at Dumfries.

ll.-Tho Eastor Bevelg ot Robln Hood md Littlc dohn.

The remaining entries in the Court Books quoted by Miss

Mill all refer to the popular revels at Easter, the chief leaders

of which were known here as Robin Hood and Little John.
We may give them profitably all together here.

9th October, r534.-9uo die Iok wilsoun and wille

thomsoun ar maid fre burges and suorn thairto frely

gevin ti l l  Robin hude and lit i l l  Iohne guhilk was
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chosin at pasche last was ather of thaim payand
xl d to Sanct fmichellis] werk the spice and wyne.

zTth April, r536.-9uo die the Inquest ordanis and
deliueris the fredom of ij sufficient men choissin be
the gud toun to be gewin to robert fhude] and litill
Iohne swa that thai be maid in the tolbuyth afoir the
baillies ane or ma payand sanct mychellis werk and
clerkfe and officeris [fee].

r4th June, r536.-Quo die Iohne pawtonson is maid
fre burges and suorn thairto gevin to Robin hude
and litt le Iohne payand xl d.

zrst April, rS3Z.-Quo die symeon crokket is maid
fre burgess and suorh thairto frelie gevin to Robin
hude and lit i l l  Iohne.

rTth June, rSZo.-The quhilk day the provest ballies
and counsale ordanis herbert ranying elder to be
payit for his taffiteis resauit fra hym at paische
lxx zeris of the first of the fredomes to be rasit to
the vse of robert huyd quhilk extendis to
pundis and allevin l is xjs money of this realm quhilk
salbe admytit to tham in thair comptis be this
present.

3rd November, r57o.-The quhilk day the person of
the counsale present fyndis that thom trustre
incurrit dissobedience at pasche lxx zeris in safar
as he vald nocht obbaye And accept on hym the
office of robert huyd and litill Iohn be resson of the
samin he is decernit to pay of his expenses lyik as
Archibald velsche vsit in that office and to vnderly
the chargeis for his dissobedience as efieris and
resave the fredoum of ane condigne burges and etc.

dettis award be the commond.
Item to bessie cunyngham for the rest to

pass playis . . .
Item to James vallace at the pasche playis

and fo r  h is  ra le i f f  . . . . . . . . . .  v  l i s  x  ss
To summarise these entries: in 1534, by the familiar

process of utilizing new burgess fees, payment to the extent
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of two of these is made to the unnamed performers of the

parts of Robin Hood and Little John, who had been chosen

at the Easter previous; in April, 1536, it is agreed to make

a. similar payment, but in June only one is recorded as having

been made. Similarly in 1537 one burgess fee only is given.

There is then a long silence. The records are practically

continuous from 1564, but no mention of the play is made'

Irrterest centres on the r57o entries. In June it is arranged

that Herbert Ranying elder, whose init ials, as bail ie, are on

thtr " A'Loreburn " stone on the Midsteeple, is to be paid

drr rrs for " talleteis "--plain-wove glossy silk-doubtless

for a banner, which had been used by Robin Hood that year.

From the last entry-the last reference in our records to

Robin Hood-it appears that Tom Trustre, chosen for the

office, had refused to carry it out. He was decerned to pay

the expenses of the office as Archibald Welsh had done before

him, and to receive the usual payment of a burges fee' Of

Archibald Welsh we know that he was a smith or, at any rate,

had a forge near the top of the Soutargate Brae, and that

he was a member of the Council in r57o. Of Thomas Trustre

all we know is that he lent 20 l- to pay the costs of

the hagbutters and pikemen who went to the Blackshaw to

repel Scrope in April, r57o. His refusal was probably due

to a religious scruple. The final entries show that two other

people received payment in connection with the function,

Bessie Cunningham, who was'the wife of John Bell, and

evidently kept an alehouse, rcf ' ; and James Wallace, the

considerable sum of {s rcl-. He also was a member of

Council, and had been a bailie. In r57o he acted as collector

of taxes, and signed the " Band of Drumfries " in that year.

The addendum " for his relief " -ay have something to do

with his collectorshiP.
These entries in r57o denoting that the Council still

patronised and made payments towards the function are of

particular interest, because as far back as 1555 an Act of

Parliament had been passed specifically forbidding the choos-

ing of such performers under penalty to the acceptors of the

office of banishment, and to the choosers of loss of burgesship

for five years.
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Although these entries only specifically bear evidence of
performance in four separate years between 1534 and rS7o,
there is no reason to suppose that the affair was so inter-
mittent, and the statement with regard to Archibald Welsh
that he had " usit " the office bears this out. Apart from
that reference we have no other evidence of his activities.
As we shall see, the play was essentially a folk festivity, and
would re-appear as regularly in season as the guisers or as
" peevers " and spinning tops.

No one has favoured us with a description of the play of
Robin Hood and Little John, and it is only by recourse to
the material provided by Miss Mill that we can get any notion
of its character. Out of her assiduous gatherings we shall
endeavour to enlighten ourselves.

Does it not seem curious that the names Robin Hood
and Little John, so essentially English, and settled round the
popular outlaw of Sherwood Forest, should be found flourish-
ing throughout Scotland ? For it is not only at Dumfries they
appear as such, but at Aberdeen, Ayr, Cranstoun, Dalkeith,
Dundee, Edinburgh, Haddington, Lasswade, Linton, Peebles
(" My lord Robin Hood "), Perth, St Andrews, and in the
State records. But though these were the most common
designations there were several others. I'n Aberdeen we
have, in r5o8, the specific statement: " Robin huyd and
litill Johne quhilk was callit in zeris bipast Abbot and priour

of Bonacord. " The latter names were, in fact, not displaced
in that City, and we have there also the variants " Abbot
and prior of Concord " and " Lords of Bonacord. " Still
another name there given " Abbatis out of ressoun " intro-
duces us to a series of variants, such as " The Abbot of
IJnreason " (Alloway, Arbuthnot, Borthwick, Dalkeith,
Fintry, Inverness, Haddington, Stirling, and Court records).
Edinburgh comes with a subtle gibe, the " Abbot of Narent, "

or " Abbat of na Rent," which, latinised, becomes " Abbot
de Narentia, " quite an Anthony Hope touch. Perhaps
Arbroath'r " My Lord of Rason " was an even subtler jest.

Edinburgh also calls him " The Lord of Inobedience, "

Pitcairn has the " Lord of Misrule, " and Peebles the " Abbot

of Unrest. "

109



1 1 0 A Pmy eNo RBvBLs rN r6'ru OrnruRv.

'fhese 
names are indicative of character. Both satire ot

the church and outstanding functions of the players appear
in them. Never was known an Abbot without rents. Unrest
and inobedience and unreason, these were cherished and
exalted once in a way, however much normally in disrepute,
because they carried with them some precious remnants of
freedom, some lightening of the weight of superiority that
bore on the people so heavily. Burns's assertion that
" freedom and whisky gang thegither " has the same
element. The point of the ecclesiastical sarcasm passed,
however, with the Reformation, and Robin Hood and Little

John tend to replace the older names.
At Edinburgh Robin Hood is once (1558) designated

" Kyng of May, " the occasion being a venturesome frolic
when he was accused of " vp hinging of ane baner to the cok
of the stepill, " but there are many indications to show that
in such a title we touch the heart of his significance. Thus in
the same city in 1496 is a reference to " that day at we brocht
hayme summyr. " At Aberdeen (from which town we derive
much information, and which evidently made a great occasion
of the festival which coincided with that of their patron, Saint
Nicolas), in 1562, the bellman was accused and punished for
going through the town with the handbell summoning all
" to pas to the wood to bring in symmer vpoun the first

Sonday of Maij. " In the earliest reference discovered by

Miss Mill the significance is also clear. This is at St Andrews
University in rq32. The old practice of the masters and
scholars of bringing in the May or Summer (importando
tnayu.m seu estatem), which they did by riding on horseback
in procession from the country disguised in fancy dress as

kings, potentates or emperors, with their arms and the

ensignia of royalty, is then condemned as useless, unprofit-

able, and dangerous to both teachers and pupils.
Alexander Scott (r525-r584?) has a clear regretful

reference to the same feature.
" In May quhen men zied, everich one
Wt Robene Hoid and Littill Johne

To bring in bowis and birkin bobbynis
Now all sic game, is fastlingis gone

Bot gif it be amangis clovin Robbynis."
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Under whatever names the chief characters flourished
the spirit was the same, and is manifest of ancient pre-

Christian rites. Consciously or unconsciously the participants

bore into town with their " bowis and birkin bobbynis, " the

fer tilising spirit that so clearly betrayed itself in wood and

field.

Sir Edmund Chambers suggests a French source for the
name Robin Hood, which may be derived from the Robin of

the French pastorelle. It is notable, at any rate, as distin-

guishing the Scots game from the English that Maid Marian

is not found in Scotland, whereas Sir Edmund states she is

inseparable from the English versions. Of Queens of the

May we hear occasionally, notably at both Ayr and Edinburgh
in 15o6, but that is the nearest we come to the Maid.

The garments worn by the participants are also suitable.

In r5o8 at Aberdeen the Council ordered " that ale personis

that ar abill within this burgh salbe reddy with thar

arrayment maid in grene and zalow', bowis Arrowis, brassis

and all vther convenient thingis according thairto to pass with

Robyne hvyd and litt le Iohne " under pain of a forty'

shilling fine. Again (tSgS) all the young able men were to

have " thair grein cottis and agit men honest cottis. " In

rS22 the youths were to be " honestlie horsit with thair

watter clokis." At Haddington (r53", 1539) " play coittis "

were provided which had to be returned " vnspwlt " and to

be kept in the " common kyst. "

We gather that there was " taburne playing on pype or
fedil l " (Aberdeen, r56z); trumps and sweshes (drums)'
banners and ensigns to accompany the procession. The Aber-

deen Council in r553 found there had been " sumpteous and

superfleous banketing," and because successive Lords of

Bonacord vied with each other in the extravagance of their

feating they restricted these to three, the " principall and
gud institutioun " being " in halding of the guid toun in

glaidness and blythnes with danssis, farssis, playis and
gamis." In r553-4 the Lords of Bonacord were charged to

pay Z l3, the residue of an account, to a woman who, at their

command, had made a " banket in hir awin howss. "
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Nor does drink seem to have been lacking. At Aberdeen

in r5o7 and in 1553 wine is to be paid for by the Lords of

Bonacord, and in r55z one of them, Patrik Menzes, chargled

the other, Thomas Nicholsone, with non-payment of his

share of the cost of a last of beer (dr6 t6l-) and of six

barrels of beer (dO Z l-), the one being put in Thomas's cellar
" and disponit be him as he thocht guid, " and the other
" was rinnin in my howss at the said thomas command and
myn. " In that city also a curious incident occurred in t539.

Two Lords of Bonacord appeared before the Court and stated

that they had " drank in thomas brechynis hous certain beir, "

for which they had offered payment, but he refused to accept
it. They again offered payment at Court, but he again
refused, so " thai protestit that the payment thairof turne
thaim to [na] preiudice. " 'fhus 

early it may be seen were
Aberdonians puzzled and suspiiious when given anything for

nothing, even a dram.

Features of the procession and revels varied. The
principal characters are usually only two, but at Linton, where
the play was given as late as 16ro, there appear to have been
four, Robin Hood, Little John, the Sheriff, and the " Lord, "

though the last, from the confused state of the records, cannot
positively be asserted. There are references at Dundee

(r5zr) to payment " to the biggene of the buttis " 
; at Edin-

burgh (r5oo) to payment for gunpowder on the occasion of

the " proclamyne of the summer bringin haym " 1 while at
Aberdeen (rSr:) the Lords of Bonacord were chosen " to be
maisters of thair artillery, " and a few years earlier the parti-

cipants were ordered to carry bows and arrows. These may

indicate that archery or shooting contests took place, but it

is more important to note that weapons, traditionallyr were

borne. At Edinburgh (rSZgl it might be that a cat hunt

through the Burgh mills was indulged in, the people being

forbidden to " assist the defence or pursute of ony catt hoillis

within this burgh common mylnes. " 
'We 

may gather some-

thing of the spirit of the day from " Peebles to the Play "

and " Christ's Kirk on the Green. " At Peebles horse races

were held, and it is probable that the races held in Dumfries
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" every first I'uesday of M"y " were a survival of these

sports. ln t66z the Dumfries 
'fown 

Council provided a

si lver bel l  to be run for " by the work horses of the burgh

according to the ancient custom. " This was known as the

muck-men's bel1. F'ootbal l ,  too, was sometimes part of the

amusement.

In most places the revels seem to have lasted only for a

day, the appointments being made in Apri l  or May, but in

both Aberdeen and Edinburgh there are indications that the

principals had a more extended reign. In August, 1492, at

Aberdeen, the Abbot of Bonacord, requir ing payment of his

fee, was answered that " thai coud fynde nay way to pay him

quhil  he had shervit  i t  furtht the zere." In r53r the Lords

of lJonacord were chosen " to do plesour and blythnes to the

toune in this sessoun of Symmer. " At Edinburgh in r5r8

the Earl of Arran wrote the Town Council desiring them to

excuse Maister Frances Boithwell from the office of Little

John, he having been chosen " for this yeir for to mak

sport is and jocositeis in the toun " ot- l  the grourrds that hc

!l'as a man to be used in higher and graver matters, and was

to pass beyond sea.

More notable than these features is the character of the

privileges granted by common consent to Robin Hood. For

the time being he held absolute rule. Herein is the signifi-

cance of the terms Abbots of Unreason, Inobedience, and

Misrule. Knox refers to a friar who made a sermon on " the

Abbot Unreassone, unto whome and whose lawis he compared

the prelatt is of that age; for thei war subdewid to no lawis,

no moir then was the Abbote of lJnreassoun. " Aberdeen

provides (tSr:) a definite order. The Counci l  "  ordainit  al

maner of zong able men within this toun duelland to riss and

obey to thame quhen thai ar requirit efter the ald rit and wse

of the said burgh gevand thame power to correk and puneiss

thair dissobearis at thair awin hand. " This appears to be

something more than the usual order requiring the inhabitants

to attend under pain of fine. In 1538 two men who had
" strublit the lords of bonacord and this gud toun in stoping

of dansing and plesour dewisit " were condemned to appear
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within the quier of St Nicholas Church in the time of hymns,

bareheaded, and carrying a pound weight wax candle, there
on their knees to beseek the Provost in the town's name to
forgive them and ask his good offices to secure the forgiveness

of the Lords of Bonacord. And in rS+2 another man was
fined because his wife had called the Lords " commond
beggaris and skaffaris thair meltyd (meal-tide: condition) bot
small for all thair cuttit out hoyss. "

One can unclerstand that such privileges, sanctioning
boisterous and ludicrous horseplay of a good natured

character, might easily be extended to throw ridicule or
obloquy on any one unfortunate enough to have become
unpopular in the community. Evidence of such affairs would
seldom be recorded, but as shown by the Lord High Trea-
surer's Accounts, James l \ / th ordered a payment (t496) to be
made to Gilberte Brade " for spi l l ing of his hous in Str iui l ing
to the Abbot of Vnreson, " evidently compensation for some

abuse. In r5o4 payment is made to " the barbour [who]
helit Paules hed quhen he wes hurt with the Abbot of
IJnresoun, " and in the following year a sum is given to
" Alexander Kers to lous the Kingis stope quhilk wes tane
quhen he wes Abbot of Unreason. " A somewhat similar

entry occurs as late as 1575 at Inverness, when a woman

complained that a great pan had been taken from her
" quhen John Robertson was Lord Abbot. " This, it was
stated, had been poinded and delivered to the Lord Abbot,
but the Court ordered its restoration or its value to be paid
to her. I t  would seem, then, that Robin Hood's powers ran
to attaching goods, perhaps preceded by a mock trial.

The most serious, and at the same time entertaining,
outrage is that experienced by William Langlands at
Borthwick. In 1547 Cardinal Beaton, having ex-communi-

cated the Lord llorthwick for contumacy, Langlands was
sent with injunctions to the curate of the parish to have the
ex-communication proclaimed in the church. While executing
his mission there appeared on the scene the person commonly
called the Abbot of Unreason, with his accomplices, who took
him from the church to the mil l  dam and made him " lope in
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the wattir. " When he had " loppin in " the Abbot said he

was not wet enough or deep enough, and " keist him doune

in the watter be the shulderis. " They then dragged him out

and took him to the church and gave him a glass of wine and
" rarf the letters and mulit the samyn amangis the wyne "

and made him drink the wine and eat the letters, the Abbot

saying, " gif ony maa come thair, sa lang as he war lord,

thai sulde gang the said gait. " For this otTence ex-communi-

cation was pronounced against the Abbot. The incident may

be ascribed, perhaps, to the stirrings that resulted in the

Reformation.

Whether these processions of people clad in gay gar-

ments, bearing branches of trees, accoutrements and banners,

headed by the King of May and his buffoon attendant, indulg-

ing in playing drums, fiddles and trumpets, singing and danc-

ing, pausing for buffoonery, drinks and merry jests commonly

developed so far as to embody dramatic representations en

route is uncertain. Dunbar provides us with a proclamation

by a dwarf who recounts his pedigree, invokes blessings on

his hearers, and closes with a request for a drink. This is

variously entitled, " Ane little Interlude of the Droichis part

of the play ' ' and " Heir followis the Maner of the Crying of

ane Play, " and that is the sole fragment of manuscript of

these popular revels that has come to us. It demonstrates,

at least, a recitation in verse. The only other indication,

apart from the mention, at Linton, of four characters instead

of the usual two, is at Samuelston, in the Presbytery of

Haddington. There, for several years, until at least 16o3,

the Presbytery complained of people gathering, on the first

Sunday of Mav, to see a play called " The Trik " or " The

Trik of Samelstoun. " This seems really to have been some

kind of a play,,,the hail l countrie convening to it with

sweshe (drum) and ensigne. " It is the only name of a May

play that has survived and, alas, no more of it than the name.

one can understand that such gatherings as we have

depicted might easily get out of hand, and Miss Mill probably

is correct in her suggestion that this is why we find that the

Town Councils frequently nominated their own members to
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take the principal parts. At Ayr successive Town Treasurers

played Robin Hood and Little John, while at Aberdeen, as

early as 1445, for " stancheyng of diuerss enormyteis done in

tyme bigane be the abbotis of this burgh ,' the Council
appointed no less dignities than the " Aldirman for the tyme
and a balyhe " to " supple that faute. " I t  was also some-
times difficult to get people to accept the offices; the case of
T'om Trustre at Dumfries is a late example, for as early as
r53r, at Aberdeen, the functions were accepted only after
threats and under protest, and in 1539 and r55o there was
also difficulty. At Haddington, in 1536, three persons were
fined for refusing the office, and the unwillingness to under-
take i t  was se great that in r539 the bai l ies del iberated with
an assize of twenty-five burgesses whether it was expedient
to have an Abbot of (Jnreason. A minority of eight voted
against i t ,  arrd a l ist of four nominees was made. In the
following year a leet of eight names was prepared, and in
rS52 the Counci l  curt ly minuted that i t  "  hes dischargit  al l
abbotis of vnressoun in tyme cumvng. " By this date i t  is
probable that religious scruples were militating against the
acceptance of office, but doubtless there were other consider-
ations at earlier times, such as uncongeniality, sacrifice of
dignitv, inconvenience, and expence. In r555 came the Act
of Parliament prohibiting the choosing of any person
" Robert Hude, Lytt le Johne, Abbot of vnressoun, or Queen
of May. " No reason for the abolition of the revels is given
in the Act, and no irnmediate result in i ts passing is recorded.
But five years later the position was different. The country
had definitely adopted a reformed religion, and dispersion of
the professors and annexation of the establ ishments and funds

of the old order were proceeding. If doubtful adherence to
law and order was incident to the May revels prior to this
event the tendency was increased by it. The old familiar
restraints had been abolished, and so had the old famil iar
resources of the poor, l i t t le as these might have become,
while the new order had hardly yet secured i ts yoke on the
neck of the people. In the records of Dumfries, at least,

there is in the early years of the century lack of evidence of
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the disorders, petty quarrels, scandalizings, r iots and abuses,

occasionally rising to murders, which plentifully fill the later

years, and one would infer from these alone that a deep social

unsettlement had taken place. It is probable, however, that

the Act of Parliament was passed at the instigation of the

reforming element, and more to secure observance of the

Sabbath than from fear of social upheaval. Whenever an

efiort was made, however, to enforce the Act the resentment

created gave reason for the latter. It is an old familiar

method of government, and real fear of sedition became the

ult imate cause of the suppression of the May revels.

Actual tumult does not occur unti l  156r. Then the

Edinburgh Council, on April z3rd, referring to the punish-

ment threatened in God's word uPon breakers of the Sabbath,

and also to the fear of temporal punishment contained in

their Sovereign's Acts, " vpoun the vsurparris of sic vane

pastymes " forbad the " prentissis and seruandis of

merchantt is and craftsmen and vtheris within this burgh " to

make their intended " convocation and assemblie efter the

auld wikit  maner of Robene Hude. " In spite of this

prohibition, however, the craftsmen assembled, marched from

the Nether Bow to the Castle Hil l  with " displayit  baner in

armour and wappinnis 
" and held the town unti l  evening.

Many prosecutions resulted, and one' James Kil lone, a

cordiner, nearly became a martyr for the cause. He was

condemned 
" for the coming in the toune of Edinburgh and

playing with Robene Hud " to be hanged. There was great

popular indignation, and the deacons of craft,  fearing serious

trouble, entreated the bai l ie and John Knox, as minister of

the parish, to intervehe. Knox, however, " wald doe nathing

bot have him hanged." So on zrst July the craftsmen rose

in rebellion, broke down the gibbet, shut up the magistrates,

openecl the Tolbooth and rescued Killone and other prisoners.

The magistrates, having freed themselves, assai led the mob,

who resisted with firearms. Finally the Constable of the

Castle intervened and made peace' and the magistrates and

Knox had to be content with the modified correctives of

church discipline for the offenders,
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From this time onwards, " under colour of Robene
Hude's play," sedition and tumult are the ostensible reasons
fo,: its abolition. Aberdeen is informed in 1565 that the
institution which in r553 was for " halding of the gud toun in
glaidnes and blythnes with dansis, farssis, playis and gamis "

is now " Tending as appeiris to na thing vther bot a plane
seditioune and wproar and witht tyme to aspure vnto farther
Licentious libertie gif thair temerarius attemptatis be nocht
quiklie repressit. " Soon we have no references to it save as
a " vane business, " an " auld superstitioun and insolencie. "

an " ongodly pastyme, " and its participators are " wikit
enemies to all gud order, " its merrymaking is " filthy and
wngodly singing about the Mayis. " Even Christmas carols
were not exempt, and at Errol, in 1593, " It is ordanit that
carrelleris in all tym cuming be punissit as fornicatouris. "

Here and there into the early decades of the ryth
century the revels reappeared : James VI. was regaled with
them at Dirleton Castle in 1585, and in 164 Father Hay
records that at Roslin Castle, where the gypsies were pro-
tected, they gathered there every year and acted several plays
in May and June. 

" There are two towers, " he concludes,
" which were allowed them for their residence, the one called
Robene Hood, the other Little John. 

"

So passed the gallant outlaw, lover of the green wood,
despoiler of the rich, protector of the poor and his merry
Sancho Panza, Little John, to the care of a people which
surely of all most embodies his " unconquerable soul. "

These gathered fragments, I trust, do somewhat clothe
the bare entries we have found in the Dumfries Burgh Court
Books.

8th May, 1929.

Miss E. "t:H: il:H:T".ti.,g recture on
" Bird-watching and Bird-nestitg," i l lustrated by iantern

slides.
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Fiela N4eetings.

lst June, 1929.
The Carrick District.

The Society opened its summer programme with a field
day in the Carrick district of Ayrshire. The company, num-
bering about 40, were favoured with excellent weather until
the return journey was commenced, when there was heavy
rain. 'fhe 

interest of the excursion was considerably
increased by the provision of detailed notes on the itinerary,
which enabled the members to identify the places of interest
ali along the route.

The company passed through Nithsdale on to the Cum-
nocks, Ochiltree, and Coylton to Ayr. The cars were parked
at the Academy, and a short walk brought the party to the
f'ower of St. John's Church, where Mr P. A. Thomson,
town clerk, spoke on the subject of " Ayr's Place in History, "

and described St. John's Church and Cromwell 's Fort in the
absence o f  Mr  James A.  Mor r is ,  A .R.S.A. ,  F .R. I .B .A.

The journey was continued past Greenan Castle and the
Deil's Dyke to Dunure Castle, where the speaker was Mr
D. E. Edward, F.L.A. Farther along the coast was passed
the farm of Dunure Mains, famous for its pedigree Clydes-
dale horses, Culzean Castle, the seat of the Marquess of Ailsa,
and away ahead could be seen Turnberry Lighthouse, near
which stood the castle in which Robert the Bruce was born.

On the way to Crossraguel Abbey a halt was called at
Maybole, where the principal objects of interest are Kennedy's
Castle, which has been restored and added to, the so-called
house of John I(nox, the Auld College, and Blairquhan Town
House. The Rev. Alexander Will iamson, M.A., dealt with
the history of Maybole and these famous landmarks. Cross-
raguel Abbey was afterwards visited, and here the speaker
was Mr James Gillespie, of H.M. Office of Works. Time did
not permit of a visit to Baltersan Castle. The route back
into Ayr was via the New Brig o' Doon and the district which
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gave Burns birth. Part icular interest was provided in

Alloway's Auld Churchyard, where is the burial place of the

Poet's father, and in the old church with i ts memories of the

Dance of the Witches.

On arrival at the Belleisle estate of the Corporation of

Ayr tea was served through the kindness of Mr Thomson,

N{r Morris, and N'[r W. A. l i .  Hepburn, executive education

off icer for Ayrshire, r,vho formerly held a similar appointment

in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright. These gentlemen were

cordial ly thanked for al l  their generosity on the motion of

Mr W'. R. Gourlay of Kenbank.

A short halt  was made on the homeward journey at

Al loway, and the party visi ted Burns's Cottage.

13th July, 1929.
Little Clyde, Wanlockhead, and Durisdeer.

The second of the season's field days of the Society took

place in glorious weather. The Roman Camp on Little Clyde

farm, just north of Beattock Summit, where a paper was

read from Mr R. G. Collingwood, one of the foremost

authorities on Roman remains in Britain, was the first

objective I thence via Leadhills the journey was continued to

Wanlockhead, where the process of lead mining was explained

by Mr W. I{ i tchel l ,  the mine manager, and others, and where

also much else of interest was seen; thence again, via the

Mennock Pass, the party proceeded to Durisdeer, where they

were addressed by Dr 
'1. 

Harper, the parish minister; Mr

R. C. Reid, and Mr G. W. Shir lev. Thereafter the homeward

journey was made by Thornhi l l ,  where a stop was made for

tea.

Leaving the Ewart Library at ro 2.ff i . ,  the party, in one

charabanc and several private cars, made their way via St.

Anne's Bridge to Lit t le Clyde farm. The Roman Camp was

reached short ly after rr 4.D., and a most interesting and

il luminating paper, sent bv Mr R. G. Coll ingwood, recount-

ing its story was read.

Expressing thanks to Mr Collingwood for his paper, Mr

Reid said fhat they were much indebted to him, and he (Mr
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Reid) had already written him to that effect in name of the

Society. He himself doubted the estimated extent of the

area. He knew what a twenty acre field was, and he did not

think the area of the camp was so extensive. At the same

time he would not put himself forward as an authority against
Mr Collingwood. The only way by which they could gain
more information about the camp would be by excavation,
and if this was arranged Mr Collingwood had promised to
superintend the operations, while he himself would organise

the labour. Any excavations must be in the nature of a
gamble, as the camp was only a temporary one, but it might
be possible in the ditch to come across a coin or a pot or some
other relic which might help to date the camp. There was
also a well marked road, perhaps of Roman origin, running
seuthward from the camp into Annandale, which i t  might be
well worth the efforts of that Society to trace.

'fhe 
party then journeyed on to Wanlockhead, halting

just above Leadhil ls for a picnic lunch.

At the lead mines the companv were met by Mr William
Mitchel l ,  the manager. The Wanlockhead mines are the only
lead mines now being worked in Scotland, and are of great
age. Giving a brief historv of them, Mr Mitchel l  said they
\, 'ere discovered, or perhaps re-discovered, by Cornel ius

Hardsk ins,  a  German,  dur ing the minor i ty  o f  James VI . ,

when Germans were employed in that distr ict searching for
gold. Probably the first people to work the mines were the
monks of  Newbat t ie  in  r2J) t  but  the ear l ies t  records showed
that the mines were opened in 168o by Sir James Stampfield,

who worked them fairly successfully till 169r. In connection

with the hunting for gold, Mr Mitchell referred his hearers

to the book on the subject, " God's Treasure House in

Scotland, " by the Rev. J. Moir Porteous, in which it was

said that Sir Bevis Bulmer, Master of the Mint under Queen
Elizabeth, with the'concurrence of the Scott ish monarch,

employed about 3oo men in that work in the neighbourhood

6'! Wanlockhead and Leadhills for several years during

summer, and that metal to the extent of {roo,ooo was col-

lected. Many banks of sand and gravel cast up then are still
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to be seen on the banks of several streams, and are still

known as Bulmer's banks. The search, it is said, becarne

unprofitable when the wages of workmen exceeded 4d per

duy. A mine cut a considerable distance into one of the hills

close by the Wanlock stream was supposed to have been cut

irr search of gold, and there were still those who believed

there was a gold reef somewhere in the district. Gold was

still searched for and found by the miners in their spare time,

arrd not many years ago a nugget of uncommon size

was found by Mr Wilson of the Geological Survey. Some

excellent specimens were in the Royal Scottish Museum.

Gold was generally found at the bottom of the glens, in a

granular form, disseminated amongst rocks, and mixed with

sand and gravel.

Following Sir James Stampfield, Mr Matthew Wilson

worked the mines from 169r to rTto; then from rTroto rTzr

a company for smelting down lead with pit coal, probably the

London Lead Company, worked the mines. Until r9o3, when

the railway was opened, all the coal and timber was carted

from Mennock and Elvanfoot, each about seven miles away,

with horses and carts, and the lead had to be carted there too.

From rTzr there were more companies than one operating in

Wanlockhead at the same time. These were the Friendly

or Quaker Company and the Smelting Company. I atterlY

tlrese joined together, and were succeeded in ry34 by

Alexander and William Telfer. In ry75 the whole field of

Wanlockhead was taken over by Ronald Crawford, Meason

and company. This company, which in the end was owned

by u former Marquess of Bute, worked the mines t i l l  1842,

when the then Duke of Buccleuch and Queensberry took the

mines into his own hands, and worked them until November,

19o6. In the latter year the present Wanlockhead Lead

Mining Company took them over.

Mr Mitchell said the various companies had met with

varying success. Lead could not be surveyed like coal, and

the yield was uncertain. The veins were not steady in their

content, the ore being found in pockets. There were times

when the mines yielded much, and times when they yielded
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little. Success had been fairly steady till r83z; then, accord-

ing to the records, " Free Trade " brought down the price

tct dtr ros per ton. Before this time steam engines had been

largely used for pumping. A cylinder of one of these, of 4
feet 6 inches bore, probably by Boulton and Watt, and said

to be the second one erected in Scotland, was subsequentlv

examined. l'he low price of lead, and probably the poverty

of the yield, led to the disuse of the steam engines, and the

introduction of an ingenious contrivance worked by water

gravity. Mr Mitchell had a model of this, and commenting

on it and on the methods of mining of the old companies, he

said they knew everything that was known to-day, and were

only handicapped by the want of modern machinery and

appliances, particularly pumps for getting rid of water. As

a further instance of their skill, Mr Mitchell spoke of a tunnel

that was driven by these old engineers from the Wanlock

to the Mennock valleys to bring in the water supply that was

sti l l  used for the working of the mine. I t  was rz66 yards in

length, was commenced in t763, and f inished r r years later.

Some of the able engineers who worked with Messrs Ronald

Crawford, Meason and Company were Smeaton of Eddystone-

Lighthouse fame, Symington, who built the first steam boat,

also the 
- l-a-vlors, 

who were connected with Svmington's

enterprise. Meason himself left  a very interesting MSS

history of Wanlockhead.

At the mine shaft the members of the Antiquarian Society

saw part ies of men arr iving at the surface up a shaft which

Mr: Mitchell said was 293 fathoms deep, or 4oo feet below sea

level from where they stood. 
'fo 

go deeper was about all

that modern mining had achieved, and they could do that

because of the better pumps. 
' fhe 

shaft looked remarkablv

small ,  measuring only z feet 9 inches by z feet 6 inches, ald

i r  was hard lv  cred ib le  that  ponies o f  up to  tz  hands h igh werc

got clown it ,  but such was the case, when their legs were t ied

up to their body. The lead ore came up in a cage underneath

that occupied by the men, and automatical ly t ipped into

grizzlies or screens where the stones were picked out bv boys.

Mr Mitchel l  proceeded here to give a detai led account of the

processes by which the lead was seParated from the ore,



Fmro MrrrlNcs.

Time did not permit of a visi t  to the smelt ing plant

situatecl about a mile further down the Warrlock val leY, but

Mr Mitchel l  explained i ts nature. The system, he said,"had

one disadvantage, and that was that a large percentage of

ore was carrie<] away in fumes, but they had a good'system of

condensing by taking the fumes through miles of flue round

the hi l ls ide arrd spraying them with water into sett l ing tanks.

By this they recovered a large proportion of the lead, and

very l i t t le escaped through the stack at the top' Up to rgro

the lead was desi lverised. There was about r r  per cent. of

silver in the ore. LSut owing to the then low price of silver

and the scarcity of labour it was found more advantageous to

sell the silver lead to silver refiners, who had more up-to-date

plants. The company were shown pigs of lead bearing the

,u','ell-known brand, " 
Queensberry. 

"

Mention was made by Mr Mitchel l ,  the mine manag'er,

of the adit or tunnel that was suggested during the war from

Enterkinfoot to the mines-a distance of six miles. This

would have intersected the veins in the Wanlockhead'mine

at the 16o fathom level, and would have been of much use in

giving fresh grouncl, as well  as draining of i  water. Similar

schemes, not so big as this one, had been planned before, but

owing chiefly to their expense none of them has been carried

out. The estimated cost of the tunnel to Enterkinfoot was'

dr5o,ooo.

Mr Shir ley gave some remarks on the writ ten record in

h is  possess ion of  a  journey made by S i r  James Hope,  the

founder of the Hopetoun family, who then owned the Lead-

hi l ls Mines. This journey was taken with the purpose of

discovering what processes were in operation on the Conti-

nent for mining lead,. and the record contained some

interesting sidel ights on those t imes. His chief claim to

fame seems to be that he imported the four-wheeled waggon

from the Continent.

The offices of the mining company are in an old and

commodious house pleasantly situated on the hillside above

the dressing plant. The house was once that used by the

mine managers, and was built for John Taylor, whose brother

r45
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lvent as tutor to the chi ldren of Patr ick N{i l ler of Dalswinton.

Smollet,  the novel ist,  married a daughter of Taylor, and

wrote one of his novels in that house. 
' fhe 

names Clinker,

Random and others common in his novels are st i l l  common in

lVanlockhead. Numerous plans by Taylor, Symington,

Wells and other lnanag'ers were inspected and admired for

their neatness and accuracy, but what interested the ladies

of the party most was the inspection they were allowed to

make of the rest of the house, which is retained by the Duke

of Buccleuch as a shooting lodge, and contains much old

furn i ture ,  bed and tab le  l inen,  ch ina,  e tc . ,  that  took the i r

fancy.

From there most of the party went to the house of Mr

Robert Brown, who has given several papers before the

Antiquarian Society, and whose home would be better termed

the museum of Wanlockhead. Mr Brown's hobby is

mineralogy, and in addition to a very fine collection of speci-

mens that would grace any of our city museums, he has much

else of note.

A visi t  was also made to the l ibrary, the second of i ts

kind to be formed in Scotland, and after viewing the books,

the drum said to have come from Waterloo, the original flag

of the village, and the old toll bar board, Mr Gouriay

expressed the thanks of the Society to Mr Mitchel l ,  Mr

Brolvn, and others who had been so attentive. The party

then went on i ts way via i \ Ienrrock Pass to Durisdeer.

On arrival at Durisdeer the party were met by the Rev.

D: 
' l ' .  

Harper, minister of the parish, and papers were read

by Mr R. C. Reid and by Mr Shirley. Dr Harper also gave

a short address. Mr Shirley spoke on Durisdeer and the

literary men of the r8th century, and pointed out a close

association of the district with that period. Mr Reid dealt

witl. the history of Durisdeer Castle, the site of which is on

the farm of Castlehill.

Dr Harper, speaking about the old church, said that

while the cruciform part of the church was built in t669, there

was an older part. The walls in that part were about twice as

thick. The church formerly had a steeple 9o feet high. The
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manse, which was bui l t  in ry63, formerly stood at Enoch. I t

was built from the stone of that castle to which Mr Reid had

referred. The si lver communion cups were made in 16zo by

George Robertson, si lversmith in Edinburgh. There were

one or two old pewter flagons still preserved which were used

at the communion before the si lver ones. He did not know

how old they were, and he did not think anyone did. There

was a l ist of the ministers from r567 to the present day, but

he did not think any of them attained great fame either

ecclesiast ical ly or pol i t ical ly. One of them, Alexander

Strang, who was inducted in 1658, caused trouble to the

authorit ies in the Covenanting t imes. He was st lmmoned

before the Privy Council on the charge of keeping con-

vent ic les .  He denied the charge;  so they could  do noth ing.

He was put out of his parish in 1662, but returned with the

peace in r689. 
' l 'here 

was one interesting minister, Thomas

1'od, who came to the parish in r7oo, and died in r7p. The

parish was still drawing a legacy from a bequest of his. He

left zooo merks to the poor of the parish and for a school at

f 'ownhead, Bir leyhi l l .  The famous Peter Rae, minister of

Kirkconnel, was one of his executors. 
' Ihe 

legacy at the

present t ime amounted to {z or {3 a year. One half went

to the poor of the parish. Unfortunately the other half  went

to the Education Authority.

Dr Harper said that there was only one grave of a

Covenanting martyr in the churclryard, so far as he knew. I t

was that of Daniel M'Michael, who l ived in a cottage up the

Glen. In the beginning of 1685 he was in bed with fever.

Some of his fr iends who were scouting round learned that

dragoons were approaching, and they took him out of his bed

and down the Glen towards Wanlockhead. Seeing, however,

they could not escape the dragoons, they left  him, and he was

captured and shot on the spot at Dalveen. In the vault in

the church there were thirteen or fourteen lead coffins contain-

ing the remains of members of the Queensberry family. One

of them was I{enrv Douglas, Earl of Drumlanrig, who died

in October, ryS+. He had been married to Lady El izabeth

Hope. They spent a few wgeks iq Scotland, and they werq
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making their way to England. The Earl was riding before

the carriages when his own pistol went off and kil led him.

He was then in his 3znd ye^r. His wife was broken-

hearted, and died two years later, and was also buried in the

vault.

On the motion of Mr J. M'Burnie, Sheri{I Clerk, votes

of thanks were passed to Mr Reid, Mr Shirley, and Dr
Harper.

5th September, 1929.
Orchardton and Dungarry.

For the last meeting of the season the Society turned out

in force, almost a hundred gathering at Orchardton Old
'I'ower 

in splendid weather.

An interesting paper on the history of the Old Tower

had been prepared by Mr W. R. Gourlay, Kenbank, Dalry,

but owing to another eng'agement he was prevented from

taking part in the outing, and the paper was read by Mr

Shirley.
'fhe 

party afterwards proceeded to Dungarry Camp by

way of Gelston and Netherlinkens. A steep climb up the

slopes of Ben Tudor was somewhat of an ordeal owing to the

heat, but the magnificent view seawards and back to the

Carsphairn hi l ls was an ample reward. Mr R. C. Reid,

having del ivered his address under the shelter of a rock, the

Society regained the cars and proceeded via Auchencairn to

Orchardton House, where they were entertained to tea by Mr

and Mrs Herries Maxwell. After tea about an hour was spent

wandering round the beautiful policies of Orchardton and

inspecting some of the beautiful pictures and furniture

within the house. An aumbry built into the wall at the head

of the entrance stairs aroused considerable interest. It is not

known where i t  came from. Before leaving Mr J. H. Bel l ,

on behalf of the Society, returned thanks to their hosts for all

fhe kindness and hospitality shown to them.



Frrr.o Mpn'rIuds. L49

Orchardton Tower, Parish of Buittle, Kirkcudbri$ht.

By W. R.  Gounr .ev,  F .S.A.Scot .

It is diflicult fully to appreciate a building unless v./e can

associate it in our minds with the lives of the people wh'o

lived in it. Therefore I will begin this account of Orchardton

Tower with a short history of the three families who have

been connected "r'ith the property.
'l 'he 

family of Cairns lived here for t50 -vears, frotrt

1456 to 16oo. 
' fhe 

family of N{axwell  owned the property

for over r5o years, from 16oo to 1778, and they were fol-

lowed by the family of Douglas, who are now in possession.
'I'he " Cairns, " from rvhich the first of these families

took their name, are situated in the parish of l4idcalrler, in

Midlothian. The f irst member of the family direct ly con-

nected with Galloway rvas Provost of Lincluden from about

r4o8 to r+22. His tomb was discovered during the excava-

tion of the Abbey site, conducted under the guidance of this

Society in r882.
'fwo 

bro,thers of the Provost held impo'rtant olfices at

the Royal Court. John was " custurnar " (what rve rvould

call to-day Chief Collector of Customs) at Linlithgor,r', zrnd

lVi l l ianr was Constable of Linl i thgorv Castle. John de-

veloped abi l i t ies as a mil i tary engineer and bui lder, and in

1372 he was given the contract for the bui lding of King

David's Tower in Edinburgh Castle. This torver' \\'u.s con-

sidered at the t ime a masterpiece of fort i f icat ion ancl

absolutely impregnable. I t  was the rnost str iking feature of

the castle unti l  i ts destruction by art i l lery in rSZ3.

John Cairns was succeeded in his olf ice by his nepheu',

John the Second, and the Provost of Lincluden appointed

this same nephew heir to his extensive propert ies in Gallo-

way. John the Second appears to have made his home in

Galloway, but the place of his residence is not knorvn. He

was succeeded as Collector of Custonrs by his son, John the
Thircl.  In 1456 (probablv the date of his father's dealh)

John the'fhird left  Linl i thgou' and rvent to l ive in Gallou'a,r, .

The porver of the Douglases, Lords of Galloway, wuls
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<rverthrown in 1452, when Earl William r,vas murdered by

the King in Stirling Castle. Their stronghold of 
'fhreave

was taken in 1455, and the Lordship of Galloway was

annexed to the Crown by aL Act of 1456. 
'Ihe 

King

rewarded with grants from the forfeited estates those who

had assisted him to overthrow the l)ouglases.

In these days this part of the county was known as

Ir isbuit le. The name no longer exists, but there is an

entry, dated 1614, in the Exchequer Rolls, which reads :
" Lands of Orchardton otherwise cal led Ir isbuit le. " The

name means " the part of Buitt le jutt ing out towards the

sea, " and its significance is plain to those rvho know the

geography of the parish.

In r456 John Cairns had sasine of the lands of

Ir isbuit le by the sealed mandate of the King, so i t  is

probable that he received th'ese lands in return for ser-

vices rendered in connection u'ith the overthrorv of the

Douglases.

This John Cairns erected the Castlc of Orchardton

rvith i ts massive tor,ver short ly after 1456, and made i t  his

home t i l l  his death in 1493. He was succeeded by his son

Willianr, rvho married a daughter of Agnew of Loqhnarv.

His mother-in-law was a sister of ( iordon of Lochinvar.

Thcse detai ls shou, why this Wil l iarn's son, (Wil l lam the

Younger) canle to be present r,r'hen Lochinvar and Agneu'

slaughtered M'Lel lan of Bomby in the High Street of

Edinburgh in r5z7-r528. Wil l iam the Elder died in rS55

and his son died three years later. The lands were part i-

t ioned amongst the three daughters. Alexander Kirkpatr ick,

the son of the eldesrt daughter, sold his share (which

included the Castle) in 1616 to Robert Maxwell ,  a nepheu'

of Lord l4axwell .  Robert Nlaxwell 's family had already

(about 16oo) purchased the share of the youngest daughter

from her son, Edr,r'ard Maxwell of I)rumcoltran, and in

r 64o Sir Robert NIaxwell  purchased the remaining share,

and thus became thc owner of the re-united property.

Sir Robert N{axrvell of Orchardton (he was created a

baronet in 1663) married N{arion, the only child of the first
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Lord Kirkcudbright. He died in 168r, and left  two sons

-Robert (the second Baronet), and Thomas, who married

the heiress of Gelston. As Robert 's son, George (the third

baronet), dicd without heirs, the title and property descended

to Thomas's son, Robert,  rvho succeeded in r7r9.

I wi l l  give the history of Sir Robert Nlaxwell ,  4th
Baronet, and his heirs at greater length, because his wil l  lecl

to a case well  known in Scott ish annals, and also because

the romantic circumstan,ces connected with the succession of

Robert, the 7th Baronet, are stated by N{ackenzie to have

given Sir Walter Scott the idea of the plot of " Guy

Mannering."

Sir Robert X,Iaxu'el l ,  as I have said, did not succeed

unti l  r7rg. In 168o he had married Barbara, daughter of

George Maxwell of Munches. 
-l'o 

thenr a son, George, rvas

born in 1682. In f tgZ (when George '"vas rS) his father

married a second t ime, and in this marriage sett lement i t

was stipulated that all property acquired after the second

marriage should be settled on the issue of the second u'ife.

In r7oo a son, Mungo, was born. Mungo \\' 'as therefore

18 years younger than his half  brother. Then in r7r9 the

father succeeded his cousin in the Orchardton property.

Under the marriage settlement Orchardton would devolve

upon Mungo. In rT23 the father declared hirnself ?r

Pro.testant, but his trvo sons, who were then 40 and 23

years of age respectively, remained true to the Ronran

Cathol ic faith. Their father executed a trust deed in rZ27

disinherit ing his sons and sett l ing al l  his estates (that is

both Gelston and Orchardton) on the heirs male of \'Iung<r

provided the heir \vas a Protestant, and fai l ing this on thc

nearest  Protestant  he i r .

The old man died tu'o years later. The brothers c:rnre

to an ag'reement whereby they set aside their father's wi l l ,

and Sir George (he had become 5th Baronet on his father's

death) succeeded to trvo-thirds of the Orchardton estztle,
including the Castle, while Mungo received certain lands

both of Orchardton and of Gelston, including Glenshinnoch,

where he probably lived. Mungo seems to have been a
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recluse, and Sir George probably ntanaged the rvhole of the

property and paid Mungo the proceeds of his share'

At this time (shortly before the ag'reement to set aside

the father's wi l l )  a son \^,as born to l lungo. This boy,

at the age of Seven, was sent to Douai in F'rance 1o be

brought up in the famous R.C. College where his fathet had

been a student before him. Sir George's own son, Thomas,

u,as at this t ime 22 years of age, and he had been hrought

up rtot in his f  ather's f  aith but as o Protcstant-

Nlungo apparently did n't keep in touch rvith his son zrt

Douai. 
'Ihe 

boy tried to escape frorn the College, and

his second attempt rvas successful.  At the age of I ,5 he

enlisted in a F rench regiment. He was present both at

l)ett ingen zrnd at F'ountenoy. He obtained a French commis-

sion, and lzrnded rvith Lord .[ohn Drummond in Scotlztnd in

. Ncrvember, rZ+5. He r,vzrs rvounded at Culloden, and after

l l tzulv hardships w:rs taken prisoner near Dumfries. Sherif f

Goldie discovered the existence of the French commission,

and treated the young man zrs :r prisoner of war. l 'he name,

Robert Maxr,r 'el l ,  naturzrl ly attracted attention. Fle w?ls

recognisecl zrs Nlungo's son, zrncl rvas acknou' ledged later by

his mother, rvho rvent to visi t  hi lr l  on several occasions in

I)unrfr ies jai l .

' \bout this t inre, r716, Sir [ ieorgc i \ Izrx'uvel l '  5th Berronet '

died, zrnd was succeeded in the property by his son' the

protestant Sir 
' I 'homas, 

cottsin of the Young man in the

jai l .  No question regardine the succession seems to have

. arisen at the t ime. Sir Thomas, i [  he thought of the matter

at"al l ,  nrust have known that the i tgreement sett ing aside his

grandfather's wi l l ,  when the heir under the rvi l l  rvas a ferv

ntcnths cld, could not be legal, but he no doubt felt  securc

in the fact that Nfungo's son (the boy in jai l)  was a Roman

C:rlhol ic, and that he himself tvoulcl sUcceed as the nearest

Protestant heir of his grandfather. As such he u'as enti t led

not onlv to his crvn lzrncls bul also to the lands of his uncle,

\[unqo.
' fhe 

voung prisoner of rvar uu'as al lon'ed out on parole,

: rn . . l  l tpDears to  h l tvc  v is i ted l r is  home : r t  Glenshinnoch.  In
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1749 he returned to his military career in France, having
been exchanged as a prisoner of war. He took leave the

following year and paid a visit to Scotland, but from r75o

to 1753 he served in France. About this time he appears to

have learned something of the terms of his grandfather's

will, and to have had it suggested that if he woulcl cleclare
himself a Protestant he could claim- the Orchardton estate.
He returned to Scotland, and made his demand to his cousin,
Sir Thomas, " at the door of Orchardton Castle. " Sir
Thomas and his family not unnaturally resented this pro-

ceeding. The young Robert Maxwell thereupon resigned his
French commission, declared himself a Protestant, and the
lawsuit began in rZ56. Sir Thomas died in r76t, and the
claimant in ordinary course became Sir Robert Maxwell , '7th
Baronet of Orchardton. He obtained possession of the
estate, and soon after built the new mansion at Glenshinnoch
(the present Orchardton House), but he was not confirmed
in his title until the final decision in the House of Lords in
his favour in ry7r.

Those who have the plot of " Gry Mannering " in
mind will wonder what all this has to do with the case of
Harry Bertram, but i t  must be remembered that i t  was not
the facts that were known to Sir Walter Scott but the
romantic account of them told him by Joseph Train, and the
accounts of the case which are found in i\Iackenzie and in
M'Kerlie give some idea of how far rumour got from the
truth.

Sir Robert N{axwell becarne involved in the Ayr bank
fai lure, and rvas ruined. The estate was sold in 178.5, and
came into the possession of James Douglas, brother of Sir
William Douglas, founder of Castle-Douglas, in whose
family i t  st i l l  remains.

The remarkable round tower and the ruined walrs at its
base are all that remain of the castle of orchardton built by

John cairns soon after he obtained the estate o,f Irisbuitle in
1456. The Castle was occupied by the Cairns family until
1558, when lvi l l iam the younger died. I t  is not l ikely that
his daughter, Marga.ret, lived here, as she had her o\,vn
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ho,me, but it seems probable that Sir Robert Maxwell, the

first Baronet of Orchardton, made it his residerice, at least

for a time, although he is known to have resided also at his

wife's home in Kirkcudbright. It was probably the home of

his son and grandson. Sir Robert, the 4th Baronet, lived

at Gelston, but from the records o,f the trial it appears that

his grandson, Sir Thomas, was l iving at Orchardton in 175*,

fo,r it is recorded that the claimant made his demand for the

estates to his uncle " at the door of Orchardton Castle. "

The Castle therefore appears to have been used as a resi-

dence by Sir Tho,mas, and in that case probably also by Sir

Robert, the 7th Baronet, while the new mansion at Orchard-

ton (built on the site o,f his mother's home of Glenshinnoch)

was.being constructed, that is until ry65 ot thereabouts'

The Tower is unique in Galloway, and (NIr Lawlor adds)

almost so in all Britain. The circular form has troubled

archreologists. Joseph Train in his History ol the lsle of Man

writes : " The Tower o,f Orchardton is a fine specimen of

Danish Rath. " Dr. Trotter notes that Dr. Charlton con-

sidered it a specimen o'f the Bassle houses of the old Scottish

lairds. Mr Lawlor regarded the Tower " as a massive circu-

lar Peell at the end of the main building. " The fifth report

describes the plan of the Tower as " most unusual, being

circular in form, but in other respects closely resembling the

arrangement to be found in the smaller castles of the l5th

century. " Since the publication of the report the remains

of the enclosing walls have been excrtvated.

No one has been able to account satisfactorily for the

unusable feature, the round Tower. That it was regarded

as remarkable fro,m a very eatly date may be inferred from

the fact that the Cairns of Orchardton added a round totver

to their crest and showed the usual " Martlet " perched on

its top.

In rgr2 ancient foundations, thought by some to be those

of the once famous King David's Torver of Edinburgh Castle,

were discovered under the Half-l\4oon Battery, and it was

found that the Battery was built upon the stump of an old

circular foundation. I had thought it possible that John
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Cairns had his great uncle's famous work in his mind (and
perhaps his plans in his hand) when he built Orchardton
Tower. I have since been informed, howeve,r, that these old
foundations are attributed to the Regent Morton subsequent

to the destruction of King David's Tower in 1573, and that
King David's Tower was not circular in form.

The circular form of Orchardton Tower therefo,re re-
mains a mystery. Viewed from within, the Tower in other
respects closely resembles the arrangement to be found in
the small castles of the r5th century. The best example of

these in this neighbourhood is the Castle of Cardoness. In
the present case, however, there is a basement, rvhich has
an entrance from outside: It consists of a small barrel-
vaulted chamber, oblong, not round. The in-goes on the
two sides admitting light and air are fully eight feet in
depth owing to the curve of the exterior wall. Mr Lawlor
suggests that this chamber was a dungeon, entered by means
of a trap door under a flag in the floor of the first sto,rey.
'He suggests that this is proved by an examination of the
masonry round the entrance doorway, which he considered
of recent date. When I visited the Tower I did not examine
this point, nor did I look for indications of an ancient trap
door.

The present entrance is by an outside stairrvay on the
east, but the present doo,rway would seem to have been
originally a windo,w. 

'fhe 
o,riginal entrance was perhaps the

window now closed up with iron stanchions. Below this
window the recent excavations have disclosed part of a
winding staircase, but from the curve of the stair it does not
appear that this led directly to the Tower entrance. It seems
more probable that at one time the 

'Iower 
was entered by

means of this door directly from the Castle, and that the
winding stair led up frorn the cellars to the Castle.

On the west side, near the fireplace, are the remains
of an ambry, with a pointed archway infilled with trefoil
cusping. A circular piscina with a drain is worked on the
sill, which the writer of the Fifth Report thought indicated
the use of this apartment as a chapel. Judging by the
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mouldings and construction of the arch head (cut out of tr,r'o

separate stones and meeting in a straight joint at the apex)'

he considered the work to be nearly contemporaneous with

similar work at Cardoness. As Cardoness dates from the

latter part of the r5th century, this conjecture lr'ould fit in

with the known date on the Tower. A chapel in such a

position is unusual. When Mr Reid and I examined the

ambry we doubted whether there had ever been any

eg'ress for water from the hole, and a further examination

led us to form the opinion that the carved freestone

facing had been added as an ornament to a recess in

the wall similar to the recess on the floor above. The leclge

o,f the ambry would appear to have been struck olT in.order

to make it flush with the stone work of the wall. If the

carved corbel by the entrance to the stairway on the other

side of the chamber (which, i t  has been suggested, is a. lamp

stand) be examined, it, too, rvill be found to have the appear-

ance of having been inserted into the masonry at a later

date, and possibly to have been the lower part of the same

piscina.

The second and third floors were suppo'rted by belms.

On the right o'f the door leading from the staircase to the

second storey chamber there is a guarde robe, which con-

tains what in these far-off days would have been described

as " modern conveniences. "

The winding staircase (protected by a small guardroom

in the thickness of the wall) communicates directly from this

level to the two upper floors, and terminates in a cape house

Ieading to the parapet walk round the top of the walls. 
'fhis

parapet is suppo.rted by moulded corbels, u'hich may be seen

fro,m the o'utside.

The ruins o,f the rectangular Castle adjoining the Torver

have been excavated since the Co'mmission's report \\'as

published in tgr4. I have not been able to procure any

notes on these excavations. The foundations are massit'e,

and seem intended to support a considerable structure.

Nothing but the ruins of the cellars or storerooms remain,

but the plan of the walls (especially where they approach
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nearest to the circular wall of the 
'fower) 

indicate that the

Tower was an independent structure. Mr Lawlor considered

that the masonry of the rectangular structure was older than

that of the Tower. This would indicate that the Douglases

had a stronghold on this site before the days of the Cairns,

a suggestion which fo,r several reasons does not seem pro-

bable. It seems to rne more probable that the J'ou,-er rvas

built first, and that (not long after) the Castle wa.s built

adjoining, and in consequence an alteration was rnade in the

means of entrance, the first floor of the Tower being utilised

as the entrance hall of the Castle and decorated as such. A

more prolonged examination than I was able to give, and

more knowledge of r5th century castle bui lding than I

possess, is necessary to tackle the problems rvhich these

foundations raise.

Orchardton Tower was evidently regarded as a remark-

able structure when it was built about 1456, and the state

of its preservation, for which we have to thank a long' line

of owners, renders it to-day one of the most interesting of

the ancient constructions in Galloway.
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3. Mackenz'ie's History of Galloway, r84r.

4.  East Gal loway Sketches, 'Trot ter ,  r9or.

S. Hi.story of the Fantily of Cairnes or Cairns; Larvlor, 19o6.

Dun$arry Fort.

By Mn R. C. Rnro.

Towards the southern end of the ridge of hills behind
Bengairn House lie two hill forts of a type quite uncommon
in this southern district. Both are placed on the summit of
a ridge with wide views seaward and inland, and though Suie
Fort, about a mile to the south-west, is the best preserved,
Dungarry is in one respect more characteristic in type, for
it dominates a pass leading from the Rerrick coastland into
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the interior. The rocky knoll on which it stands is 75o feet

above sea level and zoo feet above the pass below it. Around

the summit of this knoll lies a vast mass of jumbled stones

from zo to 3o feet in breadth, being the ruins of what must
once have been an imposing wall, some ro to tz f.eet thick,
and perhaps Z to ro feet high. The base of the original
structure may perhaps be seen for a short distance on the
north-north-west interior, but it can give us little idea of
what the fort looked like in its original form. But if one can
judge from a small section of its sister fort of Suie, large,
mostly rectangular, stones were used for the facing, whilst
the ill-shaped, the small and the odd stones, were used for the
core. Upon the ruins of this wall has been erected a dry-
built wall of modern construction, doubtless to form a shelter
for sheep. Even that, too, is dilapidated. In one place, in
north-north-west, the builders of this modern wall have
apparently uncovered a piece of the original wall, the level
top of which may indicate its width. The entrance through
this wall on the north-west is now about 8 feet wide, but may
have been considerably less, as there are no signs now of any
jamb stones. Outside this wall has been a second wall of
slighter dimensions-to judge by the 1srnzin5-distant from
the inner one some tz-24 f.eet. It follows the edge of the
steep, natural slope. On the north-east side a third wall
emerges from the second to enclose a fairly level space at a
lower level, which may have been used as a refuge for cattle,
the hillside beyond it being almost precipitous. A much
smaller annexe, the stone wall of which would seem to have
been pillaged, protruded from the gate of the outer wall. The
fort is purely a dry-built stone structure, oblong in shape,
without any signs of entrenchment. And here I should end.
But having brought you up this toi lsome hi l lside, I  feel that
something more may be expected from me than a mere
description of a jumble of fallen stones. No one can fail to
ask themselves to what period does this site belong; who
built it, and what manner of folk used it as a habitation, or
at least a retreat in times of danger. To those questions
scientific archeology returns no answer. Not till several such
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forts have been excavated can anything definite be knowtt

about them. But by a study of their distribution and

numeration some provisional working hypothesis can tenta-

tively be assumed. Such forts can be seen in abundance in

Argyllshire and the North-West of Scotland. Dumfriesshire,

with its r43 forts and 77 enclosures, contains not a single

example. Both Wigtownshire and Kirkcudbrightshire con-

tain about half-a-dozen apiece. We are therefore entitled to

conjecture that the people who erected and used this fort

never entered Dumfriesshir.e. Let us follow up this clue and

see where i t  leads us. First let us el iminate some known

factors. Burnswark shows us that in Agricola's t ime i ts

summit was used by the Britons of Strathclyde. That

summit bears no resemblance to Dungarry. I t  has a rampart

of earth and stone. But Dr Watson has pointed out that on

philological grounds these same Ilritons must at that period

have been inhabit ing Galloway. St Ninian, we know, was a

Briton who returned to preach Christianity to his own people,

fellow-Britons. If, therefore, Burnswark was a typical fort

of the Britons, Dungarry could not have been bui l t  by them.

After the departure of the Romans, about 4oo A.D., the

Picts are believed to have invaded Galloway. They were

certainly in Galloway roo years later, as the rock sculpture

at Anwoth establishes. Little is known of their history,

nothing of their language, nor has any type of fort in the

Lowlands been identified with them. Though the Picts of

Galloway are mentioned by several mediaval chroniclers, they

could have been but few in number as settlers here, else they

would have left some imp'rint behind them other than at

Anwoth. Whatever was the extent and character of Pictish

sway in Galloway, the greater part of the Province was under

Anglian dominance in the 7th century, when there were

Anglian Bishops at \A/hithorn. The Angles did not live at

such bleak altitudes as Dung^rry. They dwelt in homesteads,

probably fortified, in the valleys. So as builders of this fort

we may rule them out.

But early in the 8th century (after e'.o. 736), the Gaelic

Kingdom in Argyllshire was wasted and subjugated by the
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Northern Picts, and many of these Scots emigrated to Gallo-

way (Skene's Celtic Scotland, I., 29r), where they obtained

such a foothold that in course of time their Gaelic language

superseded the earlier speech of the Britons. As late as the

rTth century Gaelic tvas freely spoken in Galloway. These

Gaelic-speaking scots would bring with them their customs,

and would naturally erect forts according to their northern

pattern. Many of those northern forts have been excavated,

and it is interesting to note some parallels with this site.

Structurally they are for the most part made with large facing

stones on both the interior and exterior sides of the walls,
the stones between the wall faces being rather small, thus
presenting an appearance of two strong walls with stones
thrown in promiscuously between them. The doorways are
about 3 feet wide, low, narrow, and often covered with a
flagstone. Occasionally they contain mural chambers, as is
suspected in a site l ike this in Wigtownshire. In their
thickness the walls of these northern forts rang.e from ro-r4
feet. Nowhere do their walls stand at the original height,
which is believed not to have exceeded ro feet. Topographi-
cally they are almost always situated on high ground, often
guarding a pass through the lower hi l ls, with a clear view
seawards in one direct ion and towards low land or a val ley in
the other direction. Their favourite elevation is 7oo-8oo feet.
Proximity to water can rarely have been a consideration.

Lastly, we must not forget this place name. I f  any
reliance can be placed on the science of etymology, Dun g^rry
is a purely Gaelic place name-Dun garidh, the fort of the
rough place. It follows then from this argument that
Dungarry may be an 8th centurv structure, erected bv

Gaelic-speaking Scots. That is the hypothesis; but i t  must

be remembered that excavation might show it to belong to a

very dif ferent period, and be a very forcible and salutarv

reminder that i t  is hazardous to attempt an explanation

without having f irst ascertained al l  the possible facts.

An archaologist without his spade is l ike a f lounder out

of water.
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The Roman Camp at Little Clyde.

Bl'  R. G. Cor,uNcwooD, \ '1.A., Ir .S.r\ .

lVhenever a Roman army on the march stopped for the

night it made a camp. This was done according to definite

and invariable rules. First of all came the choice of a site.

It should be fairly level, but not so level as to be badly

drained, for a wet camp is an abomination. It should be in a

place where a good view of the surrounding country can be

had, and not overlooked at close range by positions that can

be occupied by the enemy. It should be handy for the road,

and well supplied with water. And so forth. Then the camp

must be laid out on the ground by skilled surveyors, who first

lay out a network of lines crossing one another at right angles,

at definite distances apart, to form the streets, and then fill in

the blocks thus formed with tents-the general's tent in the

middle, the administrative and officers' quarters round about,

and the soldiers occupying the rest of the space. Every tent

occupied a space ten feet square, and every tent had its own

place in the scheme. And all round the camp was a defence

against sudden attack, consisting of an earthen rampart with

a pal isade on the top, and a ditch. 
' I  

his defence was inter-

rupted at various points by gateways, of which there were

generally either four or six, according to the size of the camp.

Each eateway consisted of a break in the l ine of rarnpart and

ditch, and this break was always defended in one of two

ways : either by a t i tulus or traverse, a short isolated length

of rampart and ditch placed in front of i t ,  or else by a

claaicula, a curved arm of rampart and ditch projecting either

forwards or backwards so as to prevent people from coming

in at the gate witnout turning a corner and so exposing

themselves to attack by unperceived defenders.

At one t ime there must have been enormous numbers of

Roman camps in Britain. The digging of the ditch and

piling of thc rampart for a camp was such a short and easy,
job, in proport ion to the number of men avai lable for doing

it, that comman'ding officers can have had little cause to use

old camps over again, however often they came back to the

161
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same ground. And the result is that where we find any

Roman camps at all we often find quite a considerable num-

ber of them on the same plot of ground, a camping ground

that has been used over and over again by different armies

at different times. In other places we find just one c&mp,

i:l::rrt"g 

that a Roman army once camped there and no

Considering what a number of Roman camps there must

once have been in this country, there are now very few. The

reason is that they are light earthworks, easily destroyed by

the plough; and that is what has happened to the vast

majority of them. 1'hey survive only in places that have been

little cultivated or not cultivated at all. And some which are

now completely gone are known from the writings of men

who saw them long ago, before the plough had done with

them. Of ttrese early writers the most important is General

Roy, who rnade a great survey of the military antiquities of

the Romans in Britain, deal ing almost entirely with the

northern part of Britain, in the middle of the eighteenth

century. Strangely enough, however, Roy did not know of

thc camp at which we are now standing. It was first claimed

as Roman, I believe, by Dr Christison, who gives an account

of i t ,  and cal ls i t  a Roman camp, in his invaluable work on

Early Fortificatiorts in Scotland (pp. 63, 68, 8g). But

Christison failed to notice the only evidence on which we are

just i f ied in saying that the camp is certainly Roman. This

evidence consists o{ the entrances. Christ ison says (p. 89)

that there are no characterist ic entrances. He is wrong;

there are two; they were first seen, so far as I know, bY

Mr O. G. S. Crawford, Archaology Officer to the Ordnance

Survey, and editor of the journal " Antiquity, " who wrote

to me in October, rg2+, af.ter visiting the site, " the camp at

Little Clyde is Roman and fairly perfect, " adding a plan on

which he showed two entrances in the north side with the

characteristic traverse or titulus of the Roman camp.

The camp measures r48o by 98o feet, that is to say, i ts

area is 2r acres inside the defences. This would accommo.

date an army of ro,ooo to t2,ooo men according to the figures
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given in the Roman military text books. 
'Ihe 

rampart is stili

a foot or t;ro high and from tz to r5 feet wide, and the ditch

is from six to eight feet wide-good average measurements

for this class of earthwork. What, then, can we say about

the military and historical meaning of the camp ?

The Romans had two roads into Scotland. One started

at Corbridge on the Tyne, and went north over the Cheviots

to Jedburgh and Melrose, passing the great Roman fort at

Newstead, and so proceeding to the Firth of Forth near

Edinburgh. 
'fhe 

other began at Carlisle, and goes up the

Annan and down the Clyde. Now thesertwo roads were not

equally used by the Romans. Along the eastern road we

find about half a dozen permanent forts and a great number

of temporary camps. Along the western road there are only

two permanent forts, at Birrens and Castledykes near

Carstairs, and very few temporary camps. There are the

famous camps on Burnswark, not quite the ordinary type of

marching camp, but something more solid, suitable for their

purpose as siege works. Then there is a camp just outside

Lockerbie, which you pass through when you take the'train

from Lockerbie to Dumfries. This, so far as one can now

judge, was in size and form almost exactly like the one at

which we are looking to-day. Then there was another, again

exactly similar in size and shape, at Cleghorn near Carstairs.

These three camps, Torwood Moor, Little Clyde, and

Cleghorn, are each about 20 miles distant from its next

neighbour, and divide the hundred miles between Carlisle and

the Antonine Wall into five almost exactly equal stages. Mr

S. N. Mil ler, of Glasgow University, has pointed out in his

book on Balmuildy that there seems to have been a road from

the south which divided into two branches, reaching the

Antonine Wall at Balmuildy and Castlecary respectively. The

division of these two branches occurred close to our third and

last camp.

Now these three camPs are isolated works, in the sense

that they are the only Roman marching-camps on their sites.

This is in strong contrast with the camps on the eastern road,

for here we constantly find the same sites occupied by several
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camps, one on the top of another, showing that Roman
armies have often passed that way. It looks as if the western
road had been traversed by u Roman army only once-an
army qf some ro,ooo men, marching swiftly through the
country, and covering zo miles a day. Anything more would
be mere guesswork. what was this fslgg-4 force of perhaps
one legion and its attached auxil i2ris5-2nd what was the
occasion on which it carried out this forced march between
the Solway and the Clyde? We shall never know, unless
someone by carefu: and scientific digging in one of the three
camps-preferably, J thinl<, this camp-finds objects which
date the period of its occupation. Until that happens, we are
left with the visiorr of a Roman host, hurrying through these
hilk; over a lonell '  and untrodden road, whither bound and
on what business we cannot sav.

uurisdeer.

By Mn R. C. Rrro.

Some years ago there appeared in our 7'ransactiorrs an
account of the Barony of l)urisdeer, l  which was so ful l  that
little new detail has come to light since. 

'I'o-day 
we can only

recapitulate, f i l l  in some omissions, and add a few picturesque
touches.

We catch our f irst gl impse of the parish at the close of
the r3th century, but i t  must have been an inhabited centre
long before then. For standing at the entrance to the Well
Path i t  comrnanded what must have been the principal high-
way through the Lowther hi l ls. 

' I 'his 
highway was the

shorter cut through the hi l ls from Crawford and Edinburgh
to Galloway and Dumfries, and the fact that the vil,lage lies
astr ide of i ts exit  frcim the hi l ls indicates i ts claim to an
antiquity greater than the I)alveen or other passes. A
strategic point, i t  was guarded by a castle, of which only the
s i te  remains,  about  ]  mi le  rvest  o f  the church.  At  thc  t ime
of the erection of the castle the baron-v, which was far more
extensive than the later day barony, belonged to Sir Wm. de

7 1 ' ransact io i rs ,  1990-21,  p .  192.
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Lindesay, 'a great feudal baron of the' Scott ish Crown, who

also held lands in northern England.: He was a true Anglo-

Norman descended from a'Walter de Lindsay in the reign

of the saint ly King David; the family'  derived i ts name from

the manor of Lindsay in Lincolnshire, though they claim

the Lords of Limesay, near Rouen, as their forebears. Sir

Wil l iam's chief seat was at Erci ldun in Roxburghshire, the

home in later t imes of 
' fhomas 

the Rhymer, and i t  is very

doubtful i f  Durisdeer ever saw much of him, but the castle

erected by him or his immediate forebears must have always

been a grim reminder to the humble inhabitants of the vi l lage

that clustered round this church site, of the power of the

great Justiciar of Lothian, the brother- in-law of King John
de Bal io l .  He was k i l led in  Wales in  1283.  His  on ly  ch i ld ,

a daughter, had married a continental potentate, Sir Ingelram

de Gynes, who leased the castle and lands to Sir John de

Soulis, who in turn transferred his lease to Sir Walter de

Connigsburghe in r3o3. I t  was probably during the

occupancy of Sir John de Soulis that Wallace raided Dum-

fr iesshire in rzgT in order to raise the siege of Sanquhar

Castle. Descending from Cra"vford mure, probably by the

Dalveen to avoid detection by the occupants of Durisdeer

Castle, he attacked the English forces returning from

Sanquhar and defeated them at Dalswinton.z Wallace does

not seem to have attacked this castle.3 That was left  to

Bruce after the assassination of Comyn in 13o6. Unlike

Dumfries and Dalswinton, f)urisdeer Castle was not

destroyed by Rruce, for i t  was recaptured by the English,

munit ioned, and left  in charge of Robert Bel l .  After

Bannockburn King Robert the Bruce granted Durisdeer to

Sir Alex. de Menzies, the head of a great Perthshire family.

I t  was during their ownership that Edward II I .  overran

Dumfriesshire, and in r33-( he restored Durisdeer to Sir

Ingelram's son, then residing at his castle of de Coucy in

Francc. The fluctuations of war soon restored the barony

z lbid,, 1923-21, p. 21.
g Blincl Ilarry, however, sa.vs that Wallace slerv the three captains

of Duriscleer. Enoch. ancl Tibbers eastles.
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to the Menzies family, who in r3Z+ transferred it to Sir
Robert Stewart of Durisdeer, who was slain at the battle

of Shrewsbury in r4o3. His descendants, the Stewarts of
Rossyth, owned the superiority of Durisdeer till t6ZS, when
it was sold to the Earl of Queensberry. The Stewarts feued
out the lands of the barony, the principal feuars being the
Menzies of Castlehill and the Douglases of Dalvene. Both
these feus were acquired by Drumlanrig in 1678 and 1633
respectively

The site of the castle was on Castlehill farm. The
Commissioners for Ancient Monuments note that it is 5oo
yards from the Farm House, and make no attempt to
describe it. We rrray shrewdly suspect that they never visited
it. Like some members of this Society who went there the
other d"y, the Commissioners were probably told at the
farm that there was nothing to see. Instead of 5oo yards we
had to walk over a quarter of a mile, and found an ideal site
for an earthwork castle. It is now covered with trees, and
has many of the characteristics of a Mote, but a little work
with a spade, which perhaps may be attempted this autumn,
should soon clear up the nature of the earthworks. There
are no visible signs of masonry anywhere, but one small find
was made. A member of the party kicked up amidst the
leaves an old leaden bullet of the type used in military
muskets two centuries or more ago. It weighs 3$ ounces,
and though no significance can be attached to it it certainly
encourag'es further exploration. It is probable that we have
here the mote of the Lindsay family. No bailey court can
be identified, but it looks as if the earthworks have been
reconstructed at some time.a

But the principal object of interest in Durisdeer is its
church. It has been stated that the church was built in
1699.5 That certainly is the date on a sundial built into its

a Rae in his MS. History says that Castlehill farmhouse was
built from the olcl town (not necessarily the castle), tr the stones of
whieh were transported to a more aceessible place where they now
gtantl. "

5 Etstori,cal M.omtments Corwndssipn Bepwt,
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walls, and it is obvious that architecturally it must be of the

same date as Drumlanrig Castle, which is known to have

been built between :.679 and 1689.6 And when we find in

this kirkyard a tombstone of the Lukup family, one of whom

was master of the works at Drumlanrig at that date, we may

safely accept that date. Exteriorly everything points

to a completely new church having been built then, but I

think there can only have been a reconstruction.T Its

cruciform lay-out is a purely pre-Reformation conception.

Its foundations, and perhaps part of its walls, are ancient,

but the windows and the external facing and decoration are

all late rfth century. To the same period must belong the

tower, though the piers on which it is built, and the gloomy

cellars adjoining, perhaps belong to an earlier structure.

Corroboration for this view can be seen in the floor level,

which must be several feet above the old church floor, now

represented bv the level of the vestry. It is clear, too, that

there were 2 or more steps leading up from the old floor

level into the north transept, the top step being just visible

at the edge of the floorboards. Indeed, an investigation

below the present floorboards might provide some interesting

data. The earlier church, we knowr possessed a side chapel

dedicated to the Virgin l\{ary, founded by the Menzies family

in 1472, and used by them after the Reformation as a burial

place. These side chapels were usually placed in a

transept, and in post-Reformation times were often walled

up and turned into private burial grounds. That, we know,

happened at Durisdeer, where occurred that shocking case of

wilful disinterment in t6o7 described at length in our

Transactions. A partition was actually erected here in 165o

to cut off the Menzies' aisle from the rest of the church. I

suggest that the northern transept represents the Menzies'

aisle, and that within it the Menzies family of Enoch buried

o R.amager p. 7.
? Rae, referring to the Ca'stle close, $ays;-tt One of these

houses on the north-west encl of the close was standing entire in 1718,

wlren the stones of it were faken to help re-buil(l the Qlhurch of

purisdeer. "
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their dead. Enoch was acquired by the Douglases of Drum-
lanrig in ryo3. With the purchase would go the r ights of
burial here, and I think we may assume that the Duke of

Queensberry, who, with his wife, was buried here in r7rr,
was interred on the same spot where a hundred years before
the corpse of the infant child of Adam Menzies of Enoch was
so ruthlessly dug up twice and cast on a dung hi l l .  But
the most curious part of this edif ice is i ts west end, which
incorporates a'purely unecclesiast ical range of apartments
which appear to be much older than 1699. An addition of
this nature to a church is quite unique in our distr ict,  though
you may recollect having seen a parallel in Cumberland two
yearS ago at Brough-on-Sands. There the addit ion was at
the east end behind the altar, and was original ly the priest 's
dwell ing. Perhaps the origin of these bui ldings at Durisdeer
may have been somewhat similar, i f  they are as old as I
fancy they are.

In the reconstructed church of 1699 they were for long

used as a vi l lage school, and after their disuse for that
purpose the windows, no longer needed, must have been
built up. It is on record that one of the basement rooms,
now a coal cel lar, was used as a temporary prison for

Covenanters.

Of the incumbents of the pre-Reformation Church

verv few names have been recovered.8 Only one of them

became of note in church history. Andrew Muirhead,
frequently referred to as Andrew of Durisdeer, was a canon
of Lincluden, and a scion of a family of small  lairds within
the parish. He held a number of l iv ings, but i t  is by no means

certain.that he held l)urisdeer. He was dean of Aberdeen,

a sub-dean of.Glasgow, and held the church of Kirkandrews.

For a while he was procura.tor at Rome for the Scottish

8 1394--John cle Cacler, vicar of Dorisoer (Papat Peti,ti.ons, I.,
589). 1395-Vacaterl hy John of Merton (dbil'd.,583). 1406-Wm.
de Melcliemast ('i,bid.,624). Pre 1505-James Silver (Ramage,
p. 109). 1505-Schir John Rankine (nbid.).  1505-Schir 'Wm.
Silver (i,bid.). .1524-Robert Clerk, rector of Durisaleer (Eeg. Ep.
G'lns., 492, etc.) Pre 1570--Mr John Eamilton. 1570-Mr Peter
Ioung.



F'rBr,o MBnrrNrcs. f 69

Crown, and was even sent back to Scotland as Papal Nuncio.

He was accordingly marked out for promotion, which came

in 1455, when he was provided to the Bishopric of Glasgow.

It is on record that he paid into the Papal Exchequer the sum

of z5oo gold florins within a few weeks of his provision. At

that time he was only in minor orders, so perhaps this pay-

ment was made to overlook any irregularities in his

elevation. He was frequently employed in affairs of State,

a commissioner to treat for truce with England in 1463, and

ambassador to Denmark in r468 to arrange a Royal marriage.

In r47t he founded St. Nicolas' Hospital at Glasgow, and

died two years later. He is the only prominent ecclesiastic

connected with Durisdeer.

It has been stated that the church had been gifted in the

reign of Robert I. to the Bishops of Glasgow,e and that in

the r4th century it was turned into a prebend of Glasgow,

but we have no means of veri fving this. I t  is also not certain

that this church was dedicated to St. Cuthbert. There is

one incident connected with this church which deserves

mention, because it casts an interesting sidelight on life in

Reformation times. It arose from a quarrel between two

cousins, Sir Wm. Douglas of Hawick, heir apparent to
Drumlanrig, and Hugh Douglas of Dalvene. I t  ended in

blows on an August day in 1565, and Dalvene was slain.

Life in those days was held cheaply. The workings of the

criminal law were dilatory, weak and inefficient. The more

important an offender was, the more easily could he often

escape justice. So a practice had grown up of arranging
" assythernent " or compensation, which was amicably

adjusted between the heads of the respective families. The

settlement was embodied in what were known as " Letters

of Slains, " which were issued by the family of the slain man

to the murderer, acknowledging the satisfaction and

renouncing all action against him and his friends. If the

murderer was a man of importance he sometimes sought the

further safeguard of exhibiting these Letters of Slains to

the Crown, and on payment of a suitable fee obtaining a

9 Clralmers's Caled,uni,a.
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Crown remission for the crime. Such at least was what

happened in this case, but not t i l l  just ten years had elapsed.

During that interval the murderer, Sir Wm. l)ouglas of

Hawick, had died, so the settlement provided that the
" surviving accomplices "-'*vh65s names are not known to

u5-sheuld present themselves one Sunday during service, at

prayer t ime, at the Kirk of Durisdeer, and, holding a naked

sword by the point, should ofier it as a token of repentance

to these members of the Dalvene familv, who should be pre-

sent, restoring at the same time to them the goods of the

murdered man which they had taken. 
'fhen 

followed the

inevitable reference to the cash consolatium-the aged father

of the murderer had to pay 5oo merks to the sons and

daughters of the dead Dalvene, and inasmuch as the l iving of

Mouswald, of which Drumlanrig was the patron, was then

vacant, to present tg that benefice the second son of the

murdered man.1o
'fo 

only one other object of interest in Durisdeer is there

need to make al lusion. Just behind the church l ies the

entrance to the Pass, up which runs an ancient track known

as the Wellpath. About a mile up the path, in the Kirk

Burn Glen, is an irregular rectangular fort with round corners

some 8z by 7z feet. It is locally known as a Roman fort, and

the Wellpath has been described as a Roman road. It is

not always easy to trace such ascriptions to their source, but

in this case i t  is clear whence this Roman designation has

come. N4r Peter Rae, minister at Kirkbride, was the f irst

person to make this suggestion. In his MS.' History he

says : " This walpath was the Ancient Roman way from

Nithsdale towards Biggar. I have seen several miles of the

Roman causeway standing through Crawford Muir. " This,

however, was not the only fanciful Roman identification of

Rae, who covered Upper Nithsdale with Roman roads and

camps. He is known to have been a correspondent of

Alexander Gordoun, who stayed with him at Kirkbryde, and

accepted some, but by no means all, of his identifications.

Modern archaology, however, looks coldly on such wholesale

ro Dou,gl,as of Morton, P- 17.
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theorising, and we cannot accept the \,Vellpath as Roman.
Roman roads have certain definite characteristics. They
were not bui l t  in the f irst instance for commerce, industry, or
social intercourse, though trade later must have f lowecl along
them. They were essential ly mil i tary, and were only used
by Roman armies and their rel ieving drafts, and by the
Imperial Post. Though on the Continent they are to be
found as rvide as 30 feet, in northern England, near the r,val l ,
and in Scotland, the average width was nearer tz feet. 

' I 'hey

are usually found with a definite curbstone edge, outside
which they are ditched on both sides. 

' I 'hey 
prefer the high

ground to the lorv, are noted for immense stretches of
mathematical straightness, and prefer angles to curves.
Their surface dif iered according to the materials avai lable,
often cobbled, sometimes beaten gravel, and occasional ly
broken stones l ike a macadamised road. Above al l  they
possessed the camber so dear to the modern road surveyor.
But they had yet another important characterist ic. They were
not l ike our modern lanes which join up '"vi th other roads and
often end nowhere. The,"- had a verv definite aim. They
went from one place to another, from one camp to another
camp. Rae seems to have real ised this dist inct ior-r,  for he says
the road ran from the Roman camp at Tibbers to Biggar.
But Tibbers has been excavated. I t  was a medireval castle,

not a Roman camp. We know exactlv when i t  was bui l t .

Even had i t  started from a Roman camp it  must have cut

through the Roman road up Annandale to the Antonine Wall ,
sornewhere near Elvanfoot; and at this juncture we would
expect to f ind a Roman camp. But the only known Roman

camp in the vicinity is 5 miles back at I- i t t le Clyde. There is

no record of any section of the Wellpath having been

excavated, but i t  is unl ikely to show any Roman

characterist ic. Both Wellpath and Kirkburn fort belong to

other periods. The Wellpath must be a medireval track going

up from Durisdeer, perhaps to Biggar and Edinburgh in one

direction and to the Nith Valley and Galloway in the other.

Down it  the pi lgr ims to Whithorn mav well  have come, but

there is not a shred of evidence to show that ever a Roman

legionary trod this path.
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Durisdeer and the Literary Men ol the Eig,hteenth Century.

By G. W. Snrnr,By.

It may seem to verge on the ridiculous for one standing
here in Durisdeer Church to have his thoughts irresistibly
conveyed to the very centre of English eighteenth century
literary life. In these surrounding's, so naturally associated
with the wild lawlessness of the Douglases, Menzieses, and
such like and with the sufferings and steadfastness of the
Covenanters, to think of John G.y and the " Beggar's
Opera," of the mordant Srvift and " Gulliver's Travelsr" of
Pope and the " Dunciad, " of neat Matthew Prior, of
Walpole and Strawberry Hill and " T'he Castle of Otranto "

of Thomson, Young, and Whitehead, the poets, does not
seem quite natural. Yet here is dust that will forever be
associated with them, that knew them all, that they cele-
brated in their verses-a great beauty, one of the most
celebrated women o,f her duy, whose eccentricity rendered
her famous in the world of fashion, while her wit and kind-
ness of heart won for her the friendship and admiration of
the principal men o,f letters of her time.

Lady Catherine Hyde, to be known later-and forever--
from a verse by Horace Walpole, as " Prio,r's Kitty," was
the second daughter o'f Henry, Earl of Clarendon and
Rochester, and his wife, Jane Leveson Gower, herself a
famous beauty. She was thus a grandchild o,f the great
Lord Chancellor, the historian of the Rebellion. In her
rgth year, on zoth March, r7zo, she married Charles, the
3rd Duke of Queensberry and znd of Dover, and in conse-
quence o,f that and of a surfeit of cherries of which she died
at Saville Row on r/th July, rZZZ, she lies here and links
this remote spot with the genius, brilliance, and society of
England 2oo years ago. It is a piquant and too commonly
igno'red c',o,nj unction.

It is of mo,re interest to the writer, at least, than all the
reams about this lady's father-in-law, James, the znd Duke
of Queensberry, who was the greatest man in Scotland in his
day and the most hated. Though in his vouth he had under
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Claverhouse taken no small part in harrying the C,ovenanters,
he was the first Scottish noble to join Prince William, and
it was he who negotiated the Union o,f the Parliaments, for
which he received due reward in the Dukedom of Dover.
It was he also who had erected to his Duchess, Mary Boyle,
granddaughter of the Earl of Burlington and Cork, this
prodigious catafalque in which he gazes down upon his Ladv
fro,m a superio,r couch, while the tears on the faces of the
cherubs remain f.rozen and fall not; the only possible com-
ment on r,vhich is that one would fain find folks recognise
the badness of the Duke's politics as clearl-y as they do that
of his taste in sepulture. His literary patronage was ex-
tended to the poet, Nicho,las Rowe.

Kitty's husband, in contrast to her father-in-law, is
usually dismissed by biographers in a few lines. lle was
interested in quite other things than politics. In the delight-
ful Kitty, for instance, in poets, and in building roads. The
Pillar in Queensberry Square at Dumfries to his nremorv tvas
subscribed for by the C,o,mmissioners o,f Supply for the C,ounty
-the predecessors of the County Council-in recognition of
his building at his own cost the road from Thornhill to A v-r-
shire. Originally the Pillar was to have been erected at a
point on the road itself, but the Duke died be'fore the inscrip-
tion was cut, and thus we have it as a memorial to his life.
The 3rd Duke earned locally the title o,f " the good Duke
Charles. " To Tho,mson, the poet, he was " Wortiiy Queens-
berry "; to Smollett " one of those few noblemen u'hose
goodness of heart does honour to human nature. " Virtue
is notoriously dull, but it is almost impossible to think that
the Duchess could ever have allowed the Duke to bec,o,me
dull. She loved gaiety and gave many balls and masquerades,
and these were the more amusing as one never knew what
odd freak of fancy might overtake her. If this, on the one
hand, strained the forbearance of her friends, it, on the
other, drew them together fo'r f.ear they missed anything
extraordinary. Hear Horace Walpole describe one of her
masquerades : " There were not above one hundred persons l
the dresses pretty; the Duchess as mad as ,vou remember
her, She had stuck up orders about dancing, as you see at
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public bowling g'reens; turned half the company out aL

trvelve, kept those she liked to supper; and in short contrived

to do an ag'reeable thing in the rudest manner irnaginable;

besides having dressed her husband in Scotch plaid, which

just now [rZ+8] is one of the things in the world that is

reckoned most offensive-but vou know we are ali mad, so

good night. " She never g'ave meat suppers, so it was not

for the viands that her guests crowded to her entertainments,

indeed it is on record that it was a grievance with some of

he,r guests that they had to be content rvith half an apple

puff and a little wine and water. She would scream u'hen

she saw anyone eating from his knife, and Gay warns Swift,

with whom it was a habit, to take care to put his fork " to

al! its proper uses, and suffer nobody for the future to put

their knives in their mouths. "

To the day of her death she insisted on dressing herself

in the style in vogue when she was a young girl. " If you

have heard, " she writes to l)ean Swift, " of my figtrre

abroad it is no more than I have done on both sides o'f my

ears, as the saying is. I did not cut and curl mv hair like a

sheep's head or wear one of their trol loping sacks, and yet,

by not doing so, I did give some offence. " She had a fancy

also for idyl l ic co,stumes, appearing now as shepherdess or

peasant, and again as milkmaid, in which character Charles

Jervas depicts her rvith hazel eyes and dark brown hair. At

St. James's she appeared on one occasion in a costutne of

red f lannel arnd carr ied i t  off  despite Walpole's disgust, but

at Bath in the Pump Room Beau Brummel tore off her

favourite white apron, and exclaiming, " None but Abigails

wore white aprons, " flung it amidst the waiting gentle-

women. To him she yielded. Bolingbroke called her " Sa

Singularit€, " and Walpole rvith more than his usual sarcasnr

refers to her o,ftenest as mad and once as " an out-pensioner

of Bedlam. " 'fhere 
were those who agreed with him. but

after all, as Austin Dobson u'rites, though high-spirited and

whimsical, " those who p'raise her praise her unreservedly.

Her character was unblemished. She was truthful;  she was

honest; she was not a f latterer. And she rvas certainly feap-
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less. " Flattered from her ,vouth, Thackeray calls her " the

admired young beauty of the Court of Queen Anne, " and 1o

Prior she was " Kit ty, beauti ful and young. " Her lovel i-

ness was a platitude which men blush at (wrote the lugubri-

ous Young of the " Night Thoughts ").

" If they by chance blurt o'ut, ere well a,w-are
A swrrn is whito, or Quee'n,sberry is fair."

We can ag-ree with Austin Dobson's summation " that

there is in reality little more in lvhat is related of her than

rnight be expected of one who, at once a spoi led chi ld, a

beauty and a woman of parts, deliberately revolted against

the tyrannous conventionalities of her time. "

In the list of subscribers to Gay's poems of tTzo tIrc

names of the Duke and Duchess of pueensberry appear, and

henceforward they were the poet's kindest friends and

patrons. " If I had been their nearest relation and nearest

fr iend," G^y wrote " 
[ thev] could not have treated, me

rvith more constant attendance fduring a re,cent serious ill-

ness], and they continue the same to me." I Ie was con-

stantly their guest, and the Duchess imperiously carr ied him

about with her on visits and tours. f'hackeray has admir-

ably depicted Gay's l i fe of ease at Amesbury under the Ducal

patronage. " With these kindly lordly folks, a real Duke

and Duchess, as delightful as those w-ho harboured Don

Quixote, and loved that dear old Sancho, Gay l ived, and was

lapped in cotton, and had his plate of chicken, and his sa-ucer

of cream, and fr isked, and barked, and wheezed and grew

fat, and so ended," and Pope rvas envious: " How comes

it,  " hs asks, " that providence has been so unkind to me

(who am a greater object of co,mpassion than any fat man

alive) that I am forced to drink wine, rvhile you riot in water

prepar'd r.vith orang'es by the hand of the Duchess of

Queensberry ? That I am condemned to live by a highway-

side l ike an old Patr iarch receiving al l  guests, where my

Portico (.r Virgil has it) Mane salatantum totis aomit

aedibus undam, while you are wrapt in Idalian g'roves,

sprinkled with rose-water, and live in burrage, baim, and

burnet up to the chin, with the Duchess of Bueensberry ?
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That I am doomed to the drudgery of dining at Court u'ith

the ladies-in-waiting at Windsor, while you are happily

banished with the Duchess of Queensberry. 
"

Banished she was, and this was the manner of it. In

qz8 Gay's opera, " Polly," was refused a licence. George

II., at the instigation of Sir Robert Walpole, who thought

Gay had libelled him, had given express instructions regard-

irg it, and the Duke thereupon quarrelled with him and

threw up his appointments o,f Vice-Admiral for Scotland and

Privy Councillor and attached himself to the Prince of Wrales.

The question became a party affair. " The unoffensive lohn
Guy r" wrote Dr. Arbuthnot, " is now become one of the

obstructio,ns to the peace of Europe, the terror of ministers.

. He has got several turned out of their places; the

greatest ornament of the Court banished from it for his sake;

ano,ther great lady in danger of being chaffd likervise.

. He is the darling of the city. " The I)uchess of

Marlborough offered {roo for a single printed copy o'f the

piece, and Kitty, the Duchess, for soliciting subscriptions

within the very precincts of St. James's, was dismissed the

Court. She took h;er congd in a very saucy and charac'

teristic letter to King George. " The c.o,mmand was very

agreeable to her, as she had never g'one to Court for her

own diversion, but to bestorv civility on the Iiing and

Queen. 
"

Gay was the guest of the Queensberrvs from this time

almost to his death. In their company he was in Scotland

during the month of M.y, 1729, and was, doubtless, at

Drumlanrig. The most interesting feature of their associa-

tion was the joint correspondence that sprang up betrveen

Gay and the Duchess and Dr. Jonathan Swift. From invita-

tions in postscripts to visit them-(' I would fain have vou

come," writes the Duchess. " I can't say you'll be wel-

oome; for I don't know you and perhaps I shall not like

you; but if I do not (unless you are a very vain person), you

shall know my thoughts as soon as I do myself, " to which

challenge the Dean rose like a trout to a fly. " Madarne, "

he wrote at the foot of a page, " My beginning thus low



Frplo MBptrr.lcs. 177

is meant as a mark of respect, like receiving your Grace st

the bottom of the Stairs "-1ls correspondence grew irr

intimacy and rem,ained always piquant. They played a g'ame

of rallying and impertinent contradiction which amused them

and may still amuse us,, but it is not until after Gay's sudden

death in December, t732, that we gather what such frivolling

meant to them. The Dean wrote thus to Pope : -" If yog

are acquainted with the Duchess of Queensberry, I desire

you will present her my most humble service. I think she

is a greater loser by the death of a friend than either of us.

She seems a lady of excellent sense and spirit. I had often

postscripts from her in our friend's letters to me : and her

part was sometimes longer than his, and they made up a

great part of the little happiness I could have here. This

was the mo,re generous, because I never saw her singe she

was a girl of five years old, nor did I envy Mr Gay for any-

thing so much as being the domestic friend to such a lady. "

That her Grace's loss was justly estimated by the Dean

can be read in her letter. " Whilst t had that verv sincere

good friend, " she says, " I could sometimes lay open all

my iambling thoughts, and he and I u'ould often vierv and

dissect them, but now they come and go, and I seldom find

out whether they be right or wrong or if there be anything

in them. Poor man ! he was most truly everything you say

of him. I have lost, in him, the usefullest limb of my mind.

That is an odd expression; but I cannot explain my notion

otherwise. " We get in that kindly revelation o,f friendship

an insight into the Duchess's attractiveness, vthich is

heightened by the r,vit of her unforgettable " odd expression. "

It is perhaps in these letters that we can come, wit and

beauty being so fragile, as near to her Grace as we now may.

The Queensberrys erected in 
'westminster 

Abbey the

handsome monument to Gay r,vith its characteristic flippant

oouplet from his own Pen-
" Life is a jeist and all things show it';

I though't so o'nc€' b'ut'now I kno'w it'."

They attended to his financial affairs. launched the opera he

had embarked upo'n, did all they might for their little poet'
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Nor must we forget that the Duke graciously enter-
tzr ined at Drumlanrig, u,herc " His Grace keeps open house

and lives rn'ith great splendour, " NIr N'Iatthelv and Mrs

Tabitha Bramble and all their part,v, " rvith above trventy

other guests rvith al l  their servants and horses," and that

the Duchess " was equally gracious and took our ladies

under her immediate protection. "

It is to Horace \A/alpole, despite the many contentptu-

ous things he said of the l)uchess, for her rvhims irritated

him, that we owe the most famous test imony to her charms,

one, to,o, rvhich, writ ten in her old age, l inks with the most

notable compliment paid her in youth. Nlatthew Prior, on

Kitty being first allowed u'hen a girl of r8 to appear in

public at the Play-House in Drury Lane, had paid tr ibute to

her  in  "  The Female Phaeton r ! ' - -

Thus Kit't'y, beautiful nnd voung
And wild as colt  untam'cl,

Bespoke the Fair fro,m whence she spmng,
With litt,le Rage infla,m'd.

Infla,m'd with rage at sacl restraint
Whictr wise' Ma,mma ordain'd,

And sorely ve,xt, to plav the Saint
Whilst \\'�it and Rea,uty reign'd.

" Shall I thumb I{o,11' Books, c,o,nfin'd
With Abigails, forsalren ?

Kitty's fo,r o,the,r things desicn'd
Or I an-r muc.h mistalien.

"Must Lady Jenny* frisk about
And visit, wiih her Cousins ?

At, Balls must she ma,lie all the R,out
And bring horne hearts in d.o,zens?"

" What has she better, pray, than I ?
Whafr hidden charm,s to boast ?

That all Mankincl for her sho,u'd die
Whilst I am scarce, a Toast,"

* Eler siste,r Jane,, t,he " blo,oming Hide, with ilyes so rare,"
of Gay, wa,s alre,ady married to the Earl of Essex.
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" Dear,est llamrna, for onoe let me

Unchain'd my Fo'rtttrne trY:
l'll have rny Earl as well as she

0r kno'w the reason whY !"

" I'll soon rvith Jenny's pride quit' score
-Make all her lovers fali;

TheS"Il grieve I was not loo's'd before,
She, I  was loos'd at '  al l ."

Fo,ndness prevail'd: llamtna gave wal:.
Kit'ty at heart's de,sire

Obtain'd the Chariot for a DaY
And set the world on Fire !

1 7 9

To these l ines, when the Duchess, at the age of 72, st i l l

preserved her beauty so that " one should so'oner tal<e her

for a young beauty of an old-fashroned century than for an

antiquated goddess of her age, " Horace Walpole added the

fol lowing quartette:-

" To manY a KitibY, Love his car
\Yould for a da.l' engage;

Rut Prior's Kitt-v, ev€r Younq,
Obtain'd it for an age."

This must rank as one of the prett iest cornpl iments ever

paid to an old lady.

" But beautl' vanishes; bezr,uty passes,
Ho'l t 'et 'er I 'al 'c ' -r 'are i t  be.t '  !

And the cherries were only the immediate instruments of

mortalitv, nor could there anyr,r'here be found a thing fresher

or su,eeter to bring a period to such a life.

Thus i t  is that Durisdeer Church brings to our vision so

manv of the great ulho thronged the eighteenth century.
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Sum at elose of last Aceount
Donations during the year

M. E. M'KEB,ROW, Eon. Treaerrrer.

{ 8 4 2 0
4 1 0  0

988 r2 0
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Presentations.

19th October, 1928.-Mr Wm. llitchell, tnanager of the l4ines,

Wanlockhead, presented two stones. The largel', an oblong,

irregular sto,no with a groove round the upper end and eross

gr,clo.ves, was thought' to be a loom weight. The smaller was

a circular fla,t stone with two ar-bificial depressions on the

upper side, the depressions being oonveniently situatetl for

fingers holding ths sto'ne. It was surmised to bo a smoothing

stone.

16t'h November, 1928.-Mr J. M. Corrie sent a Gatehou.s€

halfponny.
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Exhibits.
l9th October, 1928.-IIr Edward O'Neill, 3 Chapei Street, I)um-

fries-Sent a brass disc with Masorric signs.

IIr J. 11,. Smith, 9 Nliller Street, Kirkcudbright---lient a
coin picked up in a ga,rden in Kirkcudbright. ft was identi-
fied by llr Jas. Davidson as tr. testoon of Queen Mary before
her ma,rria,ge.

16th November, 1928.-Dr. Semp'le-Twopie,ces of vitreo'us matter
found at Tjnrn,n Doon, unclerueath the fort, .dlso a flat
stone, part of a quern, found nea'r the same place. Both

. found by Ntr Wm. Wilson, of Tynro4.

7lh December, 1928.-NIrs Steu'art, Sharnbellie, sent the foliou'ing
specimens, either in flower or fruit : -Veronica calnea;
Ver"onioa Autumn Glory; Schilost;'lis coccinea ('var. Mrs
Ileggarty); Garnya elliptica; Andromecla tet'ragonum I
Andromeda floribunda; Erigeron philtdelphicus; Ilelleborus
orientalis (var. St. Br"vde); Colchicutn (fronr l{acedonia);
Dymphytum cordifolius; Viblurnum tinus I Parochitus corn-
munis ; Anchusa mys,otidifolia.

Mr Shirlel'-Token bealing the inscriptio,n, " P.lI.Co.
1788." Round the margin on the face the words, " \\'e pro-
mise to pay the On the l'everse either a monk's or
a female's head. On the edge, " I)emand in London, Liver-
pool, or Anglesey." The coin was picked up in Troqueer
Road.

llth January, 1929.-Mr G. F. Scott Elliot-Aztec ratf,le, and
t'hree photographs of l'Iexican pyrarnids.

Mr G. If. Williams-Collection of exotie butterflies.

lst February, 1929.-llr Robert Henderson--Collection of Runrs
material, see Page 95.

12th April. 1929. - ][r G. F. Scott Elliot - Specirnen of Pellia
Epiphylla in flowet'.
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List of Members of the Society

L IF  E  MEMBERS.

Allan, J. l 'rancis, lI.I)., l ' .11,.S., Itrd., Lincluden, 33 Cromwell
Road, Te<ldirrgt'on, )l iddlesex'

Bedford. Hel GracZ the I)ttt ' l tess. \\ 'oburn Abbe;', \\ 'obuln.
Buccleuch. IIis Grace Duke of, Bowhill, Selkirk.
Buccleuch, tler Grace t,he Duchess of, Bowhill, Selkirl i.
Carruthers, Dr. G. J. R. 4 Melvil le Str.ee-t, I l-dinbu1gh.
Dalkeith. Earl of, Eildon llail, St. I) 'osrvells, Berwickshn'e.
Dufl, T.- L. Bank o'f Sc'ot' lanrl Builclings, 24 Ge'orge Square,

Glasgow.
Easterbrook, I)r'. C. C. Clichbon House,- Dunifries.
Frase,r, Thomas. lf irxrl 'ell Knowe, Dalbeattie.
Ferguso,n, l,Ir J. A. But'r'ance of Couraltce, by Lgck-erbjq.
Fer[uson, ]{rn J. A. Burrance of Cloura4qg, by Lockerbie.
Glailston6, Ilugh S. of Capgnollr, Thornhill.
Gladstone, IIr,i, of Capenoch. Thornhlll.
Gladstone,  I l ,obert ,  f I . : { . ,  B.C.L. ,  The Atheneutu,  Churcl t  St l t 'e t ,

Liverpool.
G lads tone , ' . I oh r r .  Ca1 ;e t t t t c l t . ' I ho rnh i i l .
Glerrdyne,' L'old, Bla^nt'h Hill Lodge. Ilt lrupstetld. -
I ler io i .  Si r  W. Nlai t land.  C. I } .E. ,  o{  Whi iecrof t ,  Rut}rwel l .
Ho,rnel, A. E. of Br.oughton House. Kirl icudbright.
I rv inq. '  \Yi l l ianr ,  ]Jonshrtw, I )umfr ie,s.
Kenni;dv, T. \Y. Blackrvoocl. Auldgirth.
Landale.  David.  Dalswint ,on,  Auldgir th.
Lang, John of  Lannhal l ,  T lnron,-Thornhi l l .
l{ 'Chll. l{ajor Wrn. of Caitlosh, l{oniaive.
\'I 'Leod. Sii ' J. L,o'rn€. 25 Albnnv Street, Edinburgh.
M' l { i lLrn,  l lev.  W. \ \ ' .  St .  Le 'onard 's } [anse,  Dunfeml l ine.
L lac l l ae . ' } f t " s  R .  S tenhouse , ' l ho rnh i l l .
f laxwel l .  \ \nr .  J .  Herr ies,  of  Olcrhaldton.  Cast le- I )ouglas.
Matthews, T. Ilerli lel, \\rat,et'hall. Langhohn.
lluir, James, Applebl', \Vhithorn.
Pickering, It. Y. of Conheath. Dumfries,
Pid ier ing.  l l rs  of  Cortheath,  Dumfl ies.
Paterson. R. Jardine of Ilalrlr:ay, Lociierbie.
Spencer ' .  J .  J .  Warmanbie.  Annatt
Spencer .  C ,o , l one l  C .  L . ,  C .B .E . .  D .S .O. .  War rnanb ie ,  Annan .
Sirencer.  Miss,  Warmanbie,  Annan.
Stevens'on.  Alex.  Clo,seburn Cast le.  Thornhi l l .
Tht-rrnas. Ii. G. D. Soutirwick lforrse, I)umfries
Thomson. Miss N. M. Carlingw:trk, Ctrstle-Douglas.
Younqer. Sir Will iam, Auchen Castle, Moffat.

HONOITARY. MEMBERS.
Arno,t t ,  S.  F.R.H.S..  Lovelnncl .  Cast le- f )ouglas Road. } [ax-

wellltown.
Black,  Dr.  George F.  New York Publ ic  f , ibrary.
Car luthers,  \ \ rm. F. l t .S. .  14 \ re l rnont  I toacl ,  Norrvo,ocl .  S.n. l0.
Col l ingwood. W. G. Lanehead, Coniston.  Lancs.
Shirley, G. W. Ewarrt Public T,ibrarl ', Drrmfries.
Shirler'. Mrs, Lanericlr. Kingholm Roacl, 

-Dumfries.

Wilsoir, Jos.'The llawthorns. 3 Westparli Roa,cl, Kew Gardens.
London.
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ORDINARY T,fEMtsERS.
Date of Election.

Adams, Porcy, Wootre, Manor, Shropshire ..... 2212 lLB
Affieck, Dr. C\rnningfram, R.M.S., St. Alban's, ll,utland

Squa re ,  Ed inbu lgh  : . . . . . . .  . . 916126
Aloock, lVlrs, Lochanlea, Ardwall Road, Dumfries ...... 19/10/28
Allan, John, Veterinary Surge'on, Chstle-Do'uglas . ..... 26 19 126
Ander:son, Il,ev. R. S. G. Inch U.F. Ma,nse, Castle-

Kennedy Lg 14126
Andrew,s, Nliss, Education Offices, Dumfries ....... L3l6i25
Arrnstro'ng, Dr. E. Cbunty lSuildings, Dumfries . 2314i26
Armstrong, Robert,  Stanley Vi l la, Dumfries .. . . . .  31111/19
Ballantyne, J. D.. '6 The Mall ,  Faver"sharn, Kent . . . . . .  L5l\0-l?9
Barker, John, Uplands, Dumfries .. . . ,  2ql9l9q
Barthoio'me,w,- J. of Glehorehard, To'r"rance, Glasgow. .. 2L i10/lf,
Berlford, IIis Grace the Dulre of, Wo,b'urn Abbey,

W6b,urn ..  7 l2l09
-tseit lr ,  D,onald, 14 Bridge Street, I fanchester . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.1 l I \127
Bell ,  

'Mrs 
J. I{ .  Sea,fo,rth, Annan . . . .  12lq!2-O

Biggar, Miss E. Co,rb,ieton, Cnstle-I)'ouglas . . 10/31?6
Bi[[ar, l \{ iss NI. Corbieton. Castle-Douglas . L0l3l26
Birrel l .  Adam. Park Crescent, Creetown . . .  2516125
Black, '  Wil l iam, St. l ' [argalet 's. Jlaxwell  Streeib, f lax-

well to,wn 12111120
Blacklock, J. E. ) 'sc' l i  Parl i  House. I)umfi ' ies . . .  . . . .  8/5/96
Bowie, J. M. Crofthi l l ,  Maxrvel l town ..  . . . . .  1.5 l l2l05
Rrand,  J .  G.  E lunt ingdon,  Dumfr ies  . . . .  . . . . .  l416127
Bro'ok, Lieut.-Colonel C'harles, of l i inmount' ,  Annan .. .  12l4l l2
Brown, Joseph, Loreburn Park, Dumfries ..  L5l l0l20
Br,owne, Sir James Orichton, Crindau, Dumfrie.s . 319192
Bryden, James, Dunelm. Dalbeat"tie ll 'o'arl, Durnfrios. .. 12 | 4129
Bry,s'on, Dr. Tho,rnhi l l  L7l7126
Burnett,  Dr. T. R. Education O'ff ices, I)urnfr ies .I .SlLOlzO
Caird, Mrs Henryson, o,f  C'assencary, C'reeto,wn .. . . . . . . .  31 l I l27
Campbell, Very Rer'. J. l'1,. D.D.. St. llichael's Manse,

Dumfrie,s 75 t12 107
Ca,rruthers, J. .1. 26 The Gleen. Southwick-on-Wcir,

Sunde r l and . . . . .  / 10 /09
Carruthers, Lieut.-Cio' lonel F. .1. I)orrnont. Lockerbie ..  29117112
C'amu'thers, A. Stanley, Chartlirncls, Purlev Oaks Road,

Snnderst re ,ad,  Surrey . .4 i6126
Cassillis, The Earl, c/o E. '\. & l'. I{unter, 7 York

Plaee, Tdinburgh
Charteris, Brig.-General.  Watersicle. Ecclefechan .. . . . .  13 I 4126
Oo'chrane, Miss, Moat,brae, Dtrmfries 7817129
College of lleralcls, c/o G. Woods Woliaston. Richmond

Heralcl Co,llege of Alms, ()ueen Victorirr Street,
E . C .  .  . . . 3 0 ' 1 3 1 2 6

Oolmack. David, Sol ici tor, Loclrelbie . , . .  2l l2l l3
Oorrie, John. F.S.A.Scot.,  Bulnbanli .  Moniaive 618187
C'orr ie, J. M. F.S.A.Sr'ot. .  .r \nr, ient l lonum'ents Com-

nrission . 122 George Street. l ldinburgh .. . . .  . .  4 !10 i07
f)ossar' ,  Thomas, Craignea, Maxwell town ..  . .  $l5lf4
Cjott,s, Sir \\'rn. Mitchell. 13 St. I{elen's Pla<.e, L,ondon.
Ctrthbertson, \ \ ' rn. I leldcraig, Annan 1213120
C'rabbe,, Ma'ior, f)uncow, Dumfries.
Crombie,  W.  F.  Beaumont ,  l ld inburgh Road . . . .  2014126
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Dallymple, IIon. IIew, 24 Rngent Terraqg, Edinb:urgh.
Davihso',n. iarnes. F.S. A.Scot. ISummervill6, Dumfries. .. 3 ! lI i 7 6
Dickson, 'W.  A.  C.  C.  Stat ior i  Hote l , -Dumfr ies  .25 i10118
Diclison. lVliss. Victoria Road, Maxwelltown.
Dickson,  C.  W.  Fr iars '  Carse,  Auldg i r th  . . - . : . . . ' . . : . . : . . . . . - i2 l  1 l12
Dickson, T. Cann'on Street' Buildings, 20 Ab<'hurch

Lane, London ?? I \ l '!q
Dickson, Brig.-General \ \r .  E. R.. Tl le Isle, I folywood...  291? 2-g
Dinwiddie, Ro,bert,  Larl i f ield, Drrmfries .. . . .9i3/83
Dinwiddie. lV. Cri iselvitr ,  Moffat '  Roa'd, Dumfries .. .  12lLI l20
Dobie, K. '  Inglestorf Annan Roa{, Dumfries .. . .  2015126
Douglas-Bro,wn, Rev. \\r. H., St. John's Ma'nse, Newton-

Stewar t  . -  20 i3126
Dougla,s, Mrs J. A. G. Medhurst, Rae Street, Dum-- ' f r ies  

. . . .  L4 l7  126
Downie, Miss, Violet Banh, Annan .. . . '  L2l3l20
Drummond, i. G. Bank ll.ouse, ,N{-axwellt'own .. '. L7i-11laq
Dubs, I laj<ir C. I .  A. Craigdarroc!, Moniaive ' .  . .  2217126
Dunoan,  J .  Br ;yce,  Newlands,  f )urn f r ies  . . . . .20112i07
Duncan, Mrs,"Newlands, Dumfries ' . '  2^0^l!?10-7^
Duncan, Walter, Newlands, Dulqfr ies ?6lLl2Q
I)yer, Fiettty, Rirsebank Lodge, Dumfries . 23L1,Ll\7
Dyer ,  Prov6st ,  St ranraer '  . . . . . . . .  . .  717 l2^4
D;k€;, Tom. Dentist,  Annan .. . .  izQ
pit iot,  G. F. Scott,  l ' .R.G.S., Drum-whil l ,  Mossdale .. .  - ,^4,11fl ,97
Fergusson, D., So,licitor, Buccleuch-Street, Dumfries. .. 29 |3 l12-
Fer[usson, Mr;s, Buccleuch Street, f)umfries .. . . . . . . .  29 !3112
l'leming, D. flay, Ll.,.D., 4 Chamberlain Road, Edin--  

b1 rgh  . . . . . : . . , . . .  . ' . . . . . : . .  rg l2 l r4
Flerning, t. 'f. Inspecfor of Schools, Greenlaw, Oastle-

DE"glu. . . .  6l1l?Q
I l lett ,  Jalmes, Hi l lhead, Bankend Road, Dumfrim .. . . :^ l9l l12
Ii 'orrnan . Rer' .  , \  .  Cra igiela nds, Beattocl i  .  .  18 / 10 i  29
Frase,r, Robert, Lochmaben Public School.
F"it,ot, Rev. J. Wylie. Manse o'!.$-eir, Thornhill . 814'126
Faed. l\{rs, The Bungalow. New-Gallowa}' . l2q
Cai t ia i in ,  

'Char les ,  
The Barony,  Dumfr ibs  . .  .  . . . '  . .  7? |  4 l12^

C"i lr" i t t t :  Mri,  The Barony, Dumfries 1?l+l\2^
C"itr"ittt, Mrs Ja,mes, L'olhanhead llo'use, Dumfries '., 5l+l?9
C"aa"t. R. Broolie Street, Dumfries 2Q,i9l?9
G"dd;] Ju,*., Birkhill, Dumfries ' 2215129
Gid;; i",tt", 

'nUiceville, 
Dumfries 23tlll17

Gii l ; ; ;  J. Ewing, 92 West Regent.street, Glasgow .,r, . ,  l2l4l12
CiUrorl n., no,ia Survel'or, 

-Auchengool 
Elouse, Kirk-'- ---",iau"ibt'T

Cittespie, W'-.. Solicitor. Castl+-Dou.glas ..' ',\,,1,+lPl,y:Z
Gil lett ,  Arnold, of Crawfordton, -Montatve '  '  2E I LI l '2t
Ciua.io"". Miss J. clo The 

.Manager' 
-National Pro-

v inc ia l  Banl i ,  \Vestminster  Rranch,6 Vtetor la
Street, Lo,ndon 3lL1 l1I

Glaister,-P-|"*uo" John, M.D., F.R.S.R', D'Ph',  Glais-- ^ - ' - ; ; ; - u " i v e i s i t ] '  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . "  . ' .  1 2 1 4 ! \ 2 ,

Gordoir, Miss. Kenrnure Terrace' Maxwelltown .. " I4l9l97
c;;a;; ;  i f .  \ ' i . ' io. ia Ro'ad. Maxweil town ..  " "":  I2!4i12
Gil i#, w. R., c.s.r. ,  c.r.D., F'.R'G's.,  Kenbank.- " - - -OL i " r '  

. . . . - . . . . . . . . .  125
Cordon,'- J. G. F.It.S.. Corsemalzie, \Vhauphill, \\'ig-_" __Ti,*"shiie 20118\
Graharn.' w.- n. Mossknor"e, Kirkpatricl i-Fleming .. .... 12 | 4 t12
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Graham, James, Westmains, Collin .. L0!9125
Grierson, R,. A. Town Clerk, Dumfries .. . . .  l^5l3l07
Grierson, T. Glebe Street, f)umfries.
Grieve,, Dr.,  Rockcl i f fe, by Dalbeatt ie .  . . . . .  LBt7126
Grove, \ \rm. Chrzield, Dumfries . . . . . .  30 i7126
Hall iday, T. A. Pa,rkhurst. Dumfries .. . . .  . .  26t1106
flalliday, Mrs, Parkhurst, Dumfries ..... 261U06
I fa l l iday,  W.  J .  Esthwai te ,  Lochmaben . . . . .  . . .  614 l )6
Ilall, Charles J. zli Bexley Road, Northumberlancl

Hea.th, Eri th, Kent '  . . . . .  24l l0lLg
Hannan, Co,l .  Jame,s M. Hil lside, Lockerbie . . . . . .  I} i I i26
Ifannay, Andrew, Loohend. Stranraer Lgi3l26
I{annay, Wm. Corswall Mill, Kirkcolm, Wigtown-

s h i r e .  . . . . . . .  1 9 ! 3 1 2 6
Ilarknes,s, Edward, n'ernlea, Langholm 125
Ilaslam, O'liver, Cairngill, Colvend, near Dalbeattie ...LllLllzT
I{astie. D. II. Victoria Terrace, f)umfries .. 2412106
flendeison, Ja,mes, Claremont, Dumfries .. . . .  . . . . . . .  918105
Ilender,son, lVlrs, Claremont, Dumfries ..... 27 lLl27
Ilenderison, Robert, 1 North'Parli, Moffat .. 2917127
Flenderson, 'l'homas, Solicitor, Lockerbie l7ll0l02
Henderson. Miss E. L. Ilosebinli. I)rummore, Wigtorvn-

sh i r6  . . . .  r2 t6 l0g
Iferr ie,s, D. C. St. Jul ian's, Seven Oaks, Kont, . . . .23!4115
Ilerries, Lie,ut.-Colo'nel W. D. Young, of Spot,tes, Dal-

beattie.
Ele,wison, Rev. J. King, D.D., Kingsmede, 'Ihornhill ... 72i4ll2
Il,ornel, Miss, Bro,uqhton lfouse, Kirkcudbright.
Hunter -Arundel l ,  H.  W.  F.  o f  Rar jarg .  Dumfr ies  . . . . . .29 i1L i lz
Ilunter, David, Lincluden, Dumfries .....
I{unter, Dr. Joseph, M.P., 25 Old Queen Street, \4rest-

minste,r 24 I6IOJ
Ifunter, Dr.,  St. Catherino's, Linl i thgow ..  l2l4iI2
Ilunter, T. S. Wo,odford, Dumfries
I lunter, Thomas M., Sol ici tor, Stranra,er.. . .  514126
I funter ,  Mis ,s  G.  23 Yic tor ia  Par l< ,  Loc l<erb ie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 '16/96
Irving, John A. West Fei l ,  Corbridge-on-1l lne .. . .  7,t12i06
Irving, Ge,orge, Bank of Scqtland, Lasswade.
Irving, W. Fe,rgu,sson, B"yn Llywn, Corwen, North

Wales . .  7  12 iOB
Jardine, Nfrs C\rnningham, of Jardine, Lockerb,ie . . . . .  . . . .  5i4126
Jardine, Maior Wm., Applegarth, Sir Lowry's Pass, Cape

of Good Elop" .. 17 l6lll
Jenkins, Ros,s T., National Bank of Scotland, Stratrraer 12t'4112
Je,sso,n. 8.. Rowallan, . Newbon-Stewart
Johnsdn-Fe,rguson. Sir J. E., Bart., of Springkell, Eccle-

f e c h a n  . . 2 0 1 5 ! 9 6
Johnson-Ferguson, Lieut'.-Oolonel A., Luckington Oo,urt,

Chippe,nha,m, Wilts. I 19105
Johnsto,n, Dr. S. E. Rurnbank, Penpont . . . .  I2l4l72
Johnstone, F. A. 56 Queen's Gate, London, S.W. . 1l l4l1l
Johnstono, James, Solicirbor, Well Street, Moffa,b . 26!3126
Johnston, 'Lieut.-Colonel, of Linwood. Stranraer . . . .  T 7 122
Johnstone. Miss, Mouswald Place. Ruthwell  . . . . . . .  27 15126
Johnsto'no, Miss J. 89 Carnperclown Road, Seotstoun,

Glasgow I 16126
Kennedy, R. X'. The Gill, Tho.rnhill .. 3015126
Kidd, Mrs, 15 Buckingha,m Terrace, Edinburgh .. . . . . . . .  L4lLLl lS
Kirkpatr ick, J. G. 2 Belford Park, Edinburgh . l4l l l l l9
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Maxwell-
22 ir0127

. . .  e l e l 2 s
.  . . .  2 6 l r L l 2 7
. . . . .  26 l10{ /00

7 17 124

r5 l7126
. . . .  1 6  t r o l L 4

2 2 1 2 1 0 6

21.it 127

Moffat . 18/10/29
2 5 1 6 1 2 6

4 t 7 1 2 6

ro le i2s
. . .  7  l 1 0 t 9 2
. 7 6 1 2 1 7 2

rtiss Margiret, Glrennan, rRorcftslifro,'by Dal-
. . . . : . . .  . . . .  t 0 t s t Z s

1.7  l2 l96
14 ls  126
IA l7  t26

,Rob€,tt, 'solioitor, Dunifries 8/11i11
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. . . . . . . 5 / 1 1 / 8 6
I rcndcn . . .  3 l ] l126

. . . .  2 5 l r 0 l L 2
Edinburgh 14/9/08

3/e /86

2 5 1 5 1 2 6

Glasgow ...  41101,26

77 !6126

24 i tL l27
128

13 /3  /96
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Stewart, Admiral Johnston, Glasserton, Whithorn.
Stewarb, \\'. R. F.S.A.Scot., l[errick, Dalmellington,

Ayr,shire.
Stevenson. John. Commercial Bank. Dumfries.
Steen, Rev. J. C. ilIanse o,f Dr-vfesdzrle, Locl<erbie . ..... !29
Stobie, Mrs Peter, Beechwood, Nithbanli ,  Dumfries .. . . . .  !L2!28
Sturrdck, A. R. Boa,t, Green, Gat,ehou,se .. .. 19i 10/28
Sym,s,  R, .  Hardy,  F .S. I . ,  L .R.LB. ,  M.T.P. I . ,  3  Gr t rys  Inn

Pla,ce,  London,  \V.C. l  . . . . . . .  L6 l7  i27
Somerville, Ilugh, George Street School, Dumflies ... 10 170!24
Swiney, General,  Arbigland, Kirkbean .. . .  128'l'urner, Alexander, Chemist, Buccleuch Street, Dumfries 17lI0l05
Tay lor ,  James,  The Academy,  K i rkcudbr iqht  . . . . . . .  716126
Wallace, Sir Matthew, Bart., of Terregle,st,own, Dum-

f r ies  11/3/98
Waddell ,  G. B. Bridge-of-I lrr ,  Kirkcudbrightshire . . . . . .  2519126
Wallace, Prof. Robert, c/o Mrs II'Call, 11 Bruntsfield

Crilscent, Edinbursh
Wallace. S. Wil l ia,mson. Kelton. Dumfrie,s . . . .  . . . . .  2614112
Walker, '  George G. l I .  I lolr inqt.on. Dumfries .. .  .  2414 i26
Walker, Miss lVI. B. Greenwich ancl Deptforcl Hospital,

s .E . r0  . . . . . .  r2 t3 i26
Walker .  J .  L . .  Schoo ' lhouse.  Southu ' ick  . .  . .28112i27
Walmsley, Prof., Anatroml' Dept., Queen's llniversity

Relfast 7 t4|29
Watson, Robert,  Kirkdale School. Kirkcudbright.
Waugh, Williarn, Palacekn,owe, Beattoek.
Weir. Rev. H. G. llull,o, The }{anse, f)alry, Kirkcucl-

brightshire.
\Vhitelaw, J. W. Solic: i to,r ' ,  f)urnf l ies 6/11/85
\\ ' ighrtman, J. 2 Frankl in Plac,e, \{nxv'el l town .. . .  . . . .  lS l12i0T
Wi l l .  . Iarnes,  ! \ r .S. ;  I r ish  St ree, t ,  Dumfr ies  . . . . .  . . . . .  10 i f0 l24
Wilson. Miss A. Aldersycle, Rotchell Park, Maxwelltowr'.
Wi lson,  Tom, B lawe'ar ie ,  Sanquhar  . . . . .1216128
Wilson. R.obert, Solicitor, Sanquhar.
\ ioung, E. Denholm. 15 Rutlancl Street, Edinburgh .. .  12i4l72
Yonng ,  J .  F .  Schoo lhouse .  l f ou , swa ld  . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l i  t 1 l  l 2 I
Younger ,  \ \ ' .  R.  Auchen Cast le .  MofFnt  . .  . .  i$ i  1 l  /2E
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I N D E X .

AIcluith, Durnb'arton
Allen, J. I t .  .  . .  .
Annual Genera,l Meeting

Biggar
B i r r e n s  . . . . . . . . .  1 6 3

Blackwood dovecote .... 78

Bogr ie  . . . .  54

Bolin,gbroke, Hemy . . '. 174

Bo,on work . ' . .  . .  '  14

Bra,mble, Matthew and Tabitha .. . .  178

B r o n z e  c h i s e l  .  . . . '  . .  . . .  5 4
-  f rom Dumfr ies  . . . . .  .  56
- from Dunr'a.git . ... ' . 56
- from Glentrool 56

Brown,  Rober t  . . . . . . .  .  146

Br.o,ugh-on-Bands ..  . . . . . .  168

B r u c e .  G l e o r g e  .  ' . . . . . . . .  9 5

B r u c e ,  R o b e r t  . . . . . . . .  1 6 5

Buccleuch, Duke of ' . . .  122

Bulmer, Sir Bevis .  ' . .  742

Burlawmen, . . . . .  16, 26, 27, 31, I
- flnes for disobeyinrg dsoreee of .. 38

Burrr,s, Robert .  ' . . . .  48' 95

Burnsvark . 159, 163

By,r law Oourts .  . .  . . . .  . .  '  17

C a i r n g i l l  . . . . . . . . .  5 0

Caints, Jobn ..  . . .  149, 153

Oairn,s, Wil l iam .. . . .  '  149

pa imgi l l  ' .  ' . .  '  '  . .  51

Caltha palustr is, 57; &gE, 65, 64: '
germination, 62; habitet,  57; range,
63, 57; seeds, 62; vari,ability in
num'ber of ca,rpels, 60; variability
in number of sepals, 59; variability
in n,umberr of sta,mens 60, 61

Campbell, Thomas, Abbot of lloly-
w o o d  .  . . . . . . .  1 2 1

Cand id ,a  Oasa .  . . . . . . .  .  134
Capenoch, 93; House bui l i ,  88; Laird

o f  . . . .  . . . . . . . . . 8 6
Cardonesg Castle .. 155, 156
Caerlaverock, Carlaverock, :5, 20, 27, 47
- baillie petitioned as to flshing

r igh ts  . .  .  . .  . .  .  42
- d,a,nger of wood ffre , .  . . . .  40

Carrick distr ict . . .  . . .  140
-  b e n d s  . . . .  . .  . .  .  1 3 2

C a s t l e c a r y  . . . . . . 1 6 J

C a s t l e d y k e s ,  C a r s t a i r s  . . . . . . 1 6 3

oastlehill 166

C,hambers ,  S i r 'Edrnund . . . . . . .  111

Char leson, ,  Cona l  .  . . . . . .  136
Ch 'ar leson.  C.  Forbes  . . .  ' . . . . .  119
Christison, Early Fortilicatiorrs in Scot-

l a n d  .  , . . . . . . .  7 6 2

Cinerary urns, 52, 55; pecul iar to Bri t ish

I s l e s  , . . . . . . . .  5 2

Clapham, A. W. ..  .  .  .  134

C l e g h o r n  . . . . . .  .  ' .  1 6 3

Closeburn, 126; eastle, 90; church, 132;
h o u s e  b u r n t  d o w n  .  . . . . . . .  8 7

Cluden, Clouden,, Clowdan, 26, 31, 34, 44
-  m i l l s  . . . . . .  - .  2 4

Collingwood, R. G. . IU, 741' 16l

Collingwood, W. G. . ... L20

Columba. St. . . .  t lg

C o n a l ,  S t .  . .  ' . . . .  1 2 0

Conbum'acy, 41 ; f lnes for .  . .  . . . .  4l

Cooke, A. O. . ?8, 80, 81

C o r r i e ,  J .  M .  .  . .  ' . . . . . . .  5 { )

Covenanters .. .  ' . .  168, 173

C r a i g d h l r  . ' . .  '  . . . .  5 J

C r a w f o r d  . . . . . . . .  1 9

Crawfornd, O. G. S. . . . .  t6Z

Crichton, I-ord, of Sa,nquhar . .- .---- 121

Da,lswinton """ 165

Da,lveen ... 164, 165

Deil's Dyke . 50' 54

D e m p s t e r  , . . . . . .  2 0

swans,
?6; widgeon,



Iwunx.

Dercongal ... L20, IzL
Derwent, Cu,mrberland .. . . . . . .  120
Dobson, Austin . . .  .  ' i74, 

175
Douglas of Dalveen .. . .  166
Douglas, Eugh . . .  .  169, 170
Dougla.s, Sir Wil l ia,m . . .  .  169, 170
Drama:
- canonical plays forbidden, 101, 102, 103
- s l e r k  p l a y s  . .  . . . . . . . . . 9 8
- non{anonical pla,ys forbidden on Sun-

d a y . . .  . . . . . .  1 0 0
-  p a y m e n t  o f  e x p e n s e s  o f  . . . . . . . . . .  1 0 8
- players nominated by 'Iorvn Coun-

c i l  . . .  . . . . .  . .  1 1 5
- Post-Reformation, censure of . ,. .. . 97
- Robin Hood . .  . .  .  109, 113, 118
Drum.lanri ,g . . .  .  .  . .  166
Drum, lan l ig  Cast le  .  . . . . .  767
Drumslee t  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  48
Dumfries Burgh Court Books . .  .  . .  . .  .  96
Duncow .. 15, 19, 20, 26, 49
Dungar ry ,  Dungar idh  . . . . . .  148 ,  157,  160
Dur isdeer  . . . . .  141 ,  164,  t72
Durisdeer Castle .  . . . .  .  165
E d w a l d ,  D .  E .  .  . .  . .  . . .  1 4 0
E l l i o t ,  G .  F .  S c o t t  . . . . .  5 7
Elvanfoot I7I
Enc los ings  . . . .  .  15 ,  26
E n o c h  .  . .  . . . . . .  .  1 6 8
Erc i ldun . .  . .  . .  . .  .  165
Fish: Pike and trout in Galloway .. . ,  71
Xurr, Breal<ing fourth, 15; fin'e for

p lough ing  four th  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  36
Gae l ic  spoken in  Ga. l low$y . . . . .  . .  . . .  160
Gay, John t72, 174, t75,176
Genoch . . . .  52
Cl i l lesp ie ,  James .  . . . . . . .  140
Gladstoore, John . .. 78, 85
Cl ' lads tone,  T .  S .  .  . . , . . . .  94
Glenay lmer  . . . . . .  .  120 ,  135
Gordoun, Alexander . . . .  170
Gour lay ,  W.  R.  .  . . . .  .  149
G r e e n t r i l l  . . . . . . . . . .  5 J
Gre i , rsone,  D.  Wi l .  . . . . . .  L22
G r e y s t o n e  u r n  . .  . . . . . . . .  5 4
Gr ie rson,  James .  , .  . .  . . . .  94
I t ra rper ,  T .  . . . .  . . . .  I4 l ,  146
Henderson; Robert .... 95
Ileri table jurisdict ions . .  . .  . .  . .  .  lJ
I l i l l  f o r t s  . . . . . . .  1 5 7
Ilodd,am . L20, t?l, 132, 134
Holywood, Hallywood, Hollywotxl, Holy-

wode . ... 20-49, 122, 135
Eolywood Ab'bey .. . 7?,0, t?l, !34
Ho 'pe ,  S i r  James .  . . . . .  145
Houghton, l l r  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  95
Hyde,  Lady  Cather ine  . . . . . . . . .  172
I r i sbu i t le  . .  . . .  . .  150

1 9 1

J o h n s t o n ,  J o h n ,  o f  t h e  C o i t t s . . . . . . . . 1 9
Ken,nedy ,  Wi l i iam .  . .  . .  .  128
Kentigern, St. .  . .  119, 120
K i n d l y  t e n , a n t s  . . . . . . . . . .  1 8
King David's Tower . . . .  155
K i r k b r i d e  . . . . . . . . 1 2 3
Ki rkburn  fo rb ,  171;  g len  .  . . . .  170
Kirkconnel L!9, ln
Kirkgunzeon, Kirkguneon, Kitkgunyan,

L4,20, 29, 36, 39, 40, 41, 45
I ( i rk lands  .  . . . . .  128
Ki rkp .a l r i cks  a t  Capenoch . . . .  85
- Ch,arles $ha.rpe 93
-  J a , m e s  . .  . . . .  . . .  9 3
-- Sir James, 4th Bt. .  87, 90, 91
-  S i r  T h o m a s ,  3 r d  B t .  . . .  . . .  .  8 5
-  S i r  T h o m a s ,  S t h  B t .  .  . .  . . . .  . . .  9 2 ,  9 3
-  W i l l i a r n  . . . . . .  .  9 1
K n . a v e s h i p  . . . . 7 9 , 3 2
Ledum palustre, 66; in Achi l l  Island,

67 ; in Bridge of Allan, 67 ; in
C a r r u c h a n  M o s s  .  . . . , . . . . . .  6 9

L i n c l u d e n  . . . . . . .  4 8
L indesay ,  S i r  Wrn .  de  . . .  . .  .  165
Lindisfarne stone 131
L indsay  f ,ami ly  mote  .  . . . . .  . . .  166
List o,f  members, 1928-9 . . . .  . . .  180
Little Clyde, t L, l?t; liom,an camtr.. lfl
Locirar Moss, 15; f l ,re on, . . . . .  40
Lochrutton .. .  20, 29
Lockerbie, Rornan fort . .  , . . . .  16J
Lrrkup tombstone 167
il f ' l l ic lrael.  Daniel .  . . . .  147
lfacMil lan, Kirkpatr ick . .  . .  . .  .  94
l:L'Vicker, John William 12J, lJJ
l la rch  dykes ,  15 ;  se t t led  , . . . .  27
Ifariot,a, . .  L27,128, 130, 135
Maxwell, ll.obert, built Orchardton

Ilouse, Glenshinnoch .. . . .  15J
- declared Protestant 153
i \ I ,axwe l l ,  Thomas . . . . . .  t l?
- taken prisonen near Dumfries . . . .  152
- wounded at C\rlloden, ... . 152
lf axwell ,  Sir Cleonge . .  . .  . . . .  .  151
Maxwell, Sir ltobert .. 150
l l e r r z i e s  f a r n i l y  , , . , . . . . . 1 6 7
-  o f  C a s t l e h i l l  . .  . . . . . .  1 6 6
-  S i r  A l e x .  d e  . . .  . .  . . .  1 6 5
M.erser, Sir Harry .. 96, 101
Miers, John ..  . .  .  95
t r l i l l ,  A n n , a  J .  . . .  .  . . . . .  9 6
Mill of the ba,rony .. 14, 16
M i l l e r ,  S .  N .  .  . . . . . . . . . .  1 6 5
l l i t che l l ,  Wi l l ia ,m . . . . .  141
Mossme,n  . . . . .  16 ,  58
l lote .  . . .  166
l l o u s w a l d  . . . . . . . .  1 ? 0
r\[<rvat, l]a,m,uel .... ,.. t26



1 9 2 INosx.

148, 149,

tl9, t25,136;
St. Conal,

LIZ, t75,

ot .. 172, I73,

r23,

85, 134, 136, 141, 157,

Scot t ,  A lexander  .  . . . . .  110

S e m p l e ,  W .  . . .  . . . .  6

Settness t9' 20, 32

S h a r p e ,  J o h n .  . ' . . . . . . . 1 J 0

Shirley, G. w. . 9, 96, 136, I4l, tn

Sincl.air 's Vennei, Dumfries .. .  106

S r n i t h ,  A .  O a m e r o n  ' . . . , '  , ,  ' . .  L z

S m o l l e t ,  T .  G .  .  . . . .  . . .  1 4 6

Stewart, Sir Robert .. . 166

St rang.  A lexander  . - ' -  747

Strathcly<le, 159; Briton's tLg

S u i e  F o r t  ' . . . . , .  1 5 7

Swift ,  Jonathan . .  . . .  172, 174, !76

Taylor, John . .. 145

Terresles .. . .  20, J0, 35, 39

Thackera ,y ,  W.  M.  . . .  .  175

Thom.as the Rhymer . . .  .  '  .  ' .  165

Thomso,n, James . .  , . .  772

Thomson.  P .  A .  .  " " " '  140

T h o r n h i l l  C r o s s  .  . ' . , . ' ,  t 2 6

T i b b e r s  " . ' . ' ' '  1 7 1

Timber, f ine for cutt ing '- .  37, 47

T o d ,  T h o m a s  . . ' . '  . . . . .  I 4 7

Torwood lloor . 163

T y n r o n  . . . . . ' . '  t L z

V e n n e l  f a r r n ,  K i r k c o n n e l  . . . . " . . " . .  1 3 0

Wal lace ,  Wi i l ianr  " . "  165

Walpole, Horace .. 172, t73, I74, 178, tlg

Walpo le ,  S i r  l tober t  . .  '  . .  "  '  176

W a m p l r r a y  ' . ' ' "  1 2 6

Wan,locktread. 141 ; mines, \42;. gold

found at, 14J; f IS. historY of .  '  114

Wrrtson, W. .I .  .  '  119' 159

Well Path, Durisdeer t64' 770

Wester  Buck lYv ie  " " "  53 '

Whinnyl igate " '  53

W h i t e h e a t l ,  W i l l i a m  . . . . " " ' '  7 7 2

Whithorn, 159, l7l ;  l (useum cross,
132, tu

W i l l i a m s ,  G .  H .  .  " " '  7 t

Wi l l iamson,  A lexander  " " " "  1 {0

Wi lson,  Tom . .  " " '  119 '  136

W c o d e n  p l o u g h  " " " " '  1 5

Yorrng, Ildwrrrd " ' I72, I75

32
lat
I2l
19

119
119
159
148
151
154
L25
159
83

Thoe. Eunt€r, Watsol & Co., Ltd., Dumfries.



Publications of the SocietY.

I

Transactions and Journal of Proceedings:{a) 1863'3r
7s 6d.; (b) r863-i, out o! pfint; (9),186+'S, olt of^prinli
(al taoii, oit'o1 prr"li (e)-r86ez, o{t^of ptint; (tl.
idoT-a,- out of pr;it; N"ry-Series (t) fi76'8, out of.
oriit;'bl rgiS-bo, out of pilnt; (g) r88o-3, out li
print'; (i)' ie8i-6r 5s j (S) re86-2, Ssi (6) .18872, 7s 6d;
iil ,-s,jd-t, ji;.(b) i$r-7, 9ul o! print; (g) ,'89?-l'
ii oai 1161 

-rs93-{, 
7i 0Q; (rr) r.8e1-5'^ out- of pri1tti

('rl '-sgi-0, sr;-tii)' rg6-7,'5i; ('+) tSgz{' .5s; (rs)
i8ggs,?t; '(to) tt igf 'rgoo, it;-(lZ'P]s. r and e) rgm.'z,

3t 6{i \rl pt. s), 
- 

tw"'s, zs Qd1. $t' p}' +)'.1so9'+1
Zs 6d; (ii, pt. SJ, t9o4'5, ssi (I.8).t9o5'9' 7s 6d; lrgl

rya6-7, 5s,' ("9) .rF7-8' 5s,' lzr). ,19o,6$1 ssi \22)
rgo9r . ro ,  Ss ; '  ( iS )  

-  
rg lo ' r r '  7s  6 i l ; , , { " ! .1 . .  rg t r ' r2 ,

, |ot 'o, l i r l i ia Sei ies ( i . )  rgrz-r3,  ros oa; ( i i . )  r9r3-.r4,

7s 6d; (i i i .) r9r4-rS, Zs 6di (iu.) t-915;t9, 5s; (v')

i9r6-r-ti, 'ou[ of Vrint"i (v\.) r9-r8'r9;7s 6d; (vii ') t?lg-;2o],

rcs 6di (vii i .) tgao'2r' ros 0d; (ix. ' l  rg2r'22, ros 0d,' (x')

rg2z-23, tos' 66; (xi.) tg23'24-, I1t Itl; (xii') 1924-?5,

,6,i-oii (xiii.) tg"5-"6, io{ oa; (xiv.) 19z6-28, rcs 6d;

(xv,) r9z8-zg, rcs 6d'.

A List of the Fl,orvering Flants of Dumfriesshire and Kirk-- - 
cudbrightshire, by James M'Andrew, 1882, out o! print.

Birrens "nd itr Antiquities, with an Account of Recent Exca-

vations and their Results, by Dr James Macdonald and

Mr James Barbour, t897, 3s 6d'

communion Tokens, with a-catalogue of those of Dumfries--- -rht;;, 
uy ttte Riv. H. A. whiGlaw, r9r r,7s 6d'

History of ine Dumfries Fost Office, by J" M' Corrie, rgr2'

5s.
The gistory of the Dumfries and Galloway Natural History- --- 

;;J A;tiqu"ii"n Society, by H' S' Gladstone' I9r3' 3s 6d
'the 

Ruthwell cross, bI w. G. Collingrvood, proftrseiy illus'

trated, r9x7, 3s oa.

llecords of the western Morches, V9l. I-.-, " Edgar's History

of Dimfries. 1246," edited with illustrations and ten

p"dgt;; ctra'rts, 6y R. C' Reid, 1916, tzs 6d'

Notes oo the Bircls of Dumfriesshire, by Flugh s. Gladstone'

1923, IOs.
.r\ Bibtiography of the Parish of Annan, by Frank lUiller'

F.S.A. Scot. ,  5s '
l\{r M" H. M'Kerrotu, 43 Buccleuctr Street, Dumfries' will

answer "nquiti.t regirding the above, and may be able

to suPPlY numbers out of Prtnt'


