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EDITORIAL 

Members working on local Natural History and 
Archamlogical Subjects should communicate with the Hon. 
Secretary. Papers may be submitted at  any time. Prefer- 
ence is always given to original work on local subjects. 

The Editor does not hold herself responsible for thc 
accuracy of scientific, historical, or  personal information. 
Each contributor has seen a proof of his own paper. 

Exchanges, Presentatioas, and Exhibits should he sent 
to  the Hon. Secretary, Mr J. B. M'Gowan, Solicitor, Irish 
Street, ' Dumfries. 

Enquiries regarding purchases of copies of Transactions 
and payment of subscriptions (10s per annum) should he 
made to Mr W. Dickson, C.A.,  97 Irish Street, Dumfries. 



PnocBEDTNGS AND TneNSAcrIoNS
OF THE

Dumfriesshire and Galloway

Natural History & Antiquarian Society.

S E S S I O N  l  9 3 5 - 3 6 .

lst November, 1935.
Annual General Meeting.

Chairman-Mr R. C. RBtp.

I'he Annual General Meeting of the Society was held in
the Ewart Library.

The minutes of last Annual General Meeting were read
and approved.

The Treasurer's report was submitted by Miss Rafferty
and approved. It will be found appended to the present
volume. It was pointed out that non-payment of members'
current subscriptions and subscriptions in arrears represented
a serious loss to the Society.

Owing to the resignation of Mrs Shirley and the appoint-
ment of the present Secretary, a misunderstanding had arisen,
and the Secretary's report was not prepared in time for this
meeting, but would be ready for the next.

Miss Rafferty intimated her desire to resign from the
office of Treasurer, and Mr Wm. Dinwiddie was, on the
resornmendation of the Council, appointed as her successor.

Mr Reid expressed the gratitude o'f the members for the
work Miss Rafferty had done for the Societ-v.

The remainder of the members of Council were then
re-etected en bloc.
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IVIr Reid then made reference to the late Mr John
Corrie, lVloniaive, and the late Dr. Joseph Hunter, both mem-
bers of this Society. - '

NIr R. C. Reid then delivered his Presidential Address
on " The Dumfries Burgh Records, " rvhich will be found
printed belorv, and he was cordially thanked on the motion
of Mr G. \,V. Shirley, who spoke of the very valuable work

'.lorre 
by the President in going: over and arranging these

records.
'I'his terminated the proceedings.

The Burgh Records of Dumfries.

I he subject of Public Records is a dry and unattractive
one for any audience. The ordinary person rvisel,u- shuns

them, for, apart from their condition owing to age and too

often to neglect. their illegibility is an obstacle to most per-

sorls, rvhilst even the searcher of experience and skill finds

his zeal waning rvhen he has to go through a mass o'f

material with little hope and less expectation of finding what

he seeks. These notes are theretore contributed as a help

to the searcher, whether amateur or professiona!. a state'

ment of what nraterial exists and how it is arranged and

rvithin what limits that arrangement has been effected.

1'his is not the first occasion that an attempt has been

made to explore and arrange the Burgh Records of Dum-

fries. lVhen Mr Shirley first came to the town, some 30
years ago, he essayed. the task. Of his efforts and the

rnanner in rvhich they were thwarted by an unkindly fate

I have thought it best that he himself should speak. At my

request he has compiled the follorving

MEMOR,ANDUM.

Our President has asked me to preface his description

of the Dumfries Burgh Records which he has been arrang-

ing, bY an account of my knowledge of them which g'oes a

ferv years further back than his own, :

It must have been about 19o6'7 that I first sought for

ancl obtained permission to consult the MS. records of the
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burgh. Those I was shown were then housed in a small
safe in the Town Clerk's office. It was very much con-
gested, and within a year or two was replaced by a new
and more commodious strong room, specially built fro,m
the ground level at the rear of the office and opening into
it. Although specially erected, presumably by experts, the
strong room had no ventilation, and until that was provided
some time afterwards the contents suffered from the humid
atmosphere.

The contents were limited to the Minutes of the Town
Council extending in sequence from 165<l (the first volume,
by the wvy, intriguingly lettered on the spine--as it still
is-ro5o) to date, with various relative books such as the
iVlinute Book of the Building of Buccleuch Street Bridge;
an Index of Acts of Council and Alphabetical Register o,f
Burgesses; the Register of Sasines from its commencement
in 1617 (various of early volumes overlapping), some
vo,lumes of Registers of Deeds, trvo Chartularies, a long
series of f'reasurers' Accounts o,f l8th and lgth century
date, u'ith various current books of the Office and Building
Society records. Tin boxes held a co,llection of the Burgh's
Charters and Title Deeds of its properties. There was
little in the strclng room which an assiduous reading of
Vl'Dowall had not led rne to expect. His .fJrsfory of Dutn-

fries is markedly nlore intimate and authoritative from the
date of the first volume of these fow'n C,ouncil Minutes-
r65o.

It u'as not until after the destructive fire in the 'Iown

Hall on zoth November, r9o8, an account of which you
will find by Mr James Barbour in our T'ransactions, that I
became aware that there were more Burgh Records in exist-
ence than these-and M'Dowall seenrs not to have been
aware of morc. 'fhese 

others had been stored in a small,
strongly-built roorn u'ith stone floor and arched stone roof
at the top of the Town Hall buildings behind the quaint
chrrrch-like Council Chamber. The room lvas protected by
a heavy iron door and its trvo feet high windows were iron-
barred. Off this room opened another, equallv strongyly built,
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zrbout three feet wide and seven or eight feet long, with

one srnall window. These rooms were as secure against

fire as any could be-at the top of a building. When I go't

access to this roorn it was nearly two feet deep in an

unassorted mass of papers, maps, books, thick and thin,

old and modern, piled on top of each other, sacks filled and
rlowing over with documents, bundles of printed notices,

voting papers, oddments of official garb, plaster and dirt.

The r,r'alls were lined rvith built-in presses, and some of the

doors, half-open, revealed shelves neatly docketed and filled

or partly filled with bundles of documents demonstrating

that there had once been order in the room. When I got

access to the smaller'room I found it packed to the ceiling
with sacks crammed with papers but its shelves were almost

ernpty. One of the windows in the larger roorn was open,

and the rain had repeatedly soaked adjacent papers and

books.

It appeared that in the alarm of the recent fire this old

safe had not been forgotten and a band of ready helpers had

proceeded to, save its contents; orderly bundles of papers

\\:ere stuffecl into sacks anyhow. bool<s were shoved together

and as much as possible got away. But before the removal

was complete the alarm was stayed and the stuff w'as thrown

back even more unceremoniously than it had been taken out.

Exploring and sorting was a slow and very cold and

dirty business, but exciting. On one of the windor,v ledges

was a thick NIS. volume, bro'rvn rvith age, without covers

and dog-eared. It 'rvas a volume of the minutes of the Burgh

Court of Dumfries beginning in 1564. Robert Edgar had

referred to such, the late John Carlyle Aitken had copied,

very inaccurately, pages of them. I had cleemed them

utterly lost. Altogether four of these volumes commencing

in 1516 were recovered. One extending over the period

of the Reformation was not, and no quotation from it has

ever come to my notice, so it has probably been missing for

a very long time. Other books recovered were the Protocol

Books and Sheriff Court Book abstracted by Sir Philip

Hamilton-Grierson and printed in our Trmtsdctiot?$; many
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volurnes of Treasurers' Accounts, and there were piles of
Porteous Roll books, Jail books, Lic-,ence books, etc., etc.
individual documents of historical interest, including material
on the Grey Friars, the Raid of Lammas Flven, the Burgh
School, churches, mills and other properties, one signed by
the Regent Morton, another by the Regent Moray, a small
list of Honorary Burgesses including Robert Burns, and
many others were found, a number of which have been
printed by Mr Reid in his Appendices to his edition of
Edgar's History of Dumfries. These recoveries openecl up
the history of the town in a reliable docunrentary fashion
rSo years further back than had been possible before.

Endeavours to arrange and keep in order the material
were not very successful. All the more important burghal
records were transferred to the other safe. But various
people had access to both safes. 'I'he 

current oflice records
were kept in the strong' room, and therc u'as daily traffic,
sometimes a professional searcher did not trouble to replace
things as he found them; while in the old safe everv now- and
again the overflow of congested offices was intruded among
my painful arrangements. In the end I gave up the task in
despair.

No change took place until the old Town Hall was
doomed to replacement. Perhaps I should not go so far as
that, for there were books once there-Porteous Rolls, Jail
Books, which on incidental visits I have failed to find, but
no thorough examination has been made by me in recent
years. 1'o forestall po,ssible eventualities, on my representa-
tion the Library Committee offered to accommodate the
documents from the old safe. There was no obvious place
to put them, but there was a space between the floor of the
Lending and Reading rooms and the earth, of some five feet
which I knew to be perfectly dry. The Burgh agreed to
make an entrance from the Library cellar, and the iron door
of the old safe found a new home there. The documents
and books w€r€, again handled in much the same way as
during the fire, packed in boxes and sacks and deposited on
loose floo'ring in the basement of this building. Thence they
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have been brought as and when required by Mr Reid, those

rvhich he rejected from his arrangement being returned.

when the Burgh Records reached the Ewart Library

ir rvas realised that an opportunity had arrived-no't likely

to be repeated-to ascertain what these reco'rds c<lnsisted

of, to arrange them so that any authorised person could

rcadily examine them and make use o'f them, and to save

frorn further destruction by decay and age every frail and

fragile document within certain defined limits. With the

aid, encouragement, and kindly tolerance of Mr Shirley and

his staff this has been accomplished. The room set apart for

the Reference Section of the Library was placed at my

disposal. Tables were supplied, shelves cleared, and one

by one the mouldering sacks were brought up from the

cellars, emptied, arranged, and ultimately re-filled with

classified documents, the contents labelled and sent below

again. But everything prior to rToo (and much else) re-

mained upstairs for further examination and classification.

Time, of course, was a factor, so the original limit of investi-

gation rvas fixed for the year r7oo, and everything prior to

that date has been dealt with. The Provost and the Burgh

Treasurer--old friends of this society-authorised the pur-

chase of Record boxes of the same pattern as are trsed by

thc Public Record Office and the Register House. It rvas a

filthy job, laborious, exhausting, Yet at times exciting, for

o,ne never knew what interesting document one would bring

to light as one delved in those dirty sacks. On the whole

the moments of excitement rvere few and far betrveen. Of

documents prior to 16oo only two or three score survive.

They have been placed in the large portfolio vo'lume where

NIr Shirley had already placed the early tlocuments he had

found. Between 16oo and 165o not much more has sur-

vived, but from the latter date onward's the records are

continuous, fairly complete, and increasing in annual bulk.

Some wholesale destruction must have overtaken them dur-

ing the Cromwellian Period.
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Theoriginal intentio,n was to,classify and arrang'e every-
thing into three divisions - Deeds. Processes, and Burgh
Papers. But the work had not advanced far rvhen it r.r'as
realised that there must be many sub-divisions. Burgh
Papers, for instance, was far too general a term, covering
every activity of ,Burghal l i fe. Indeed its ult imate number
of sub-divisions might well have been increased.

I. Derps.--Every Burgh Court was a C,ourt of RecorcJ,
and from an early date there must have been a Burgh
Register of Deeds. From 1658 this has been re-
covered almost complete, many of the bundles obvi-

: ously having never been touched since they were first
made up.

In addition many unregistered deeds \*'ere found,
such as tacks of the Burgh Mills and the like. For
convenience these have been combined with the
registered deeds, and from 16.58-1835 they have been
arranged in 19 boxes containing the dated bundles.
Prior to 1658 and going back to r58z many loose deeds
and broken bundles of both registered and unregistered
deeds were found, often in bad condition. T'hese have
all been opened and pressed and arranged in order of
date in a separate box along with some fragile ones
of later date. A MS. Calendar of them has been pre-
pared and lodged in the I ibrary, where it is hoped it
mav some day be indexed for public use.

II. PnocBssns.-This class includes all forms of legal pro-
ceedings co,mmenced or adjudicated o,n in the Burgh
Court. In the rTth and rSth centuries the jurisdiction
of the Burgh Court rvas far more extensive than it is
to-day, when it is confined to petty criminal offences.
Formerly it exercised a jurisdiction in civil cases
such as are now dealt with by the Sheriff Court. These
civil processes are the biggest classification of these
records; indeed they form the bulk of them. Where
a process went right through to decreet it often re-

' quired a bundle to itself, Mercifully for the modern
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searcher many never got beyond the initial stag-e of a
" claim. " But every stage of legal process is well

represented. At one time " claims " seem to have'

been kept in separate bundles, but the papers were in

so chaotic a condition that it was deemed advisable

to amalgamate " claims " with processes.

From ft64-r7r8 Processes have been arranged

in dated bundles within r r boxes. Later ones' often

in mixed bundles, have been replaced in labelled

sacks. Prior to' fi64 every process has been opened,

pressed, and indexed, including several very tattered

ones of later date. They fill two boxes, and the index

is in many instances a full abstract. The claims are

of little interest, being mostly small debts. But

mixed up with them are decreets of R'emoving or of

production of writs which sometimes narrate old titles

of which there is no other record to'day. There are

occasionally decreets of Transuming of contrects,

marriage contracts, and the like from some old pro-

tocol book norn{ lost beyond recall, and processes in

every stage of litigation known to the law. On the

whole they are not such a happy hunting ground as

the Deeds oi of so lively an interest as the Petitions

(see below). A few samples may be given.

In 1657 John Sliman in Auchencreith sued Ho'mer

Vlaxwell of Kilbeane, rvho after a struggle between

them in the house of William Greir, merchant, pulled

Sliman o,fr his horse and assaulted him within the

Burgh near the Reidbrae, withheld his cloak and

prevented him going to Nunholm. Homer Maxwell

was fined {ro Sco'ts.

In 1649 Thomas Maxwell " complains unto your

godlie wisdomes " that John Hunter owed him 45o
merks for the sale of a house and " ane pair of plaides

to, my wyfe or ells twelve Pounds. 
"

Many sidelights are shed by these Pepers on

burghal life. ln fi67 we hbar of Mr John Gillespie'

schoolmaster of DumfnieS, sued for debt, whilst the



Tnn Bunon REcoRDs oF DuurnrBs, t7

Provost of the Burgh himself was sumrnoned in his
own court b-v the jailer both for his fee as jailer rrnd

3/- Scots daily to be paid for the " entertainmsnl :'-

a delightful expression-within the jail of John Bell
in Middlebie, a common thief. As will be seen, the
prison was not exactly a guest house. Cases of
duress occasionally crop up, as when Margaret
Laing, relict of Thomas McBurnie, complained in r675
that she, " being now verie old & doted, past well
knowing because of my aige, dotagc & infirmity what
I doe, " had been compelled by Martin Newall, late
bailie, to consent to, an assignation of the maills of
her tenement by his continual knocking and beating
at her windows. Even the parish of lVlouswald figures
in these records, as when in 1647 John Blak, servitor
to the Laird of Mouswald, issued a claim against a
servant of Sir Robert Maxwell of Orchardton " lbr
troubling of ye hors raise " and for " bluiding " the
complainer. Horse racing is still a source of such
complaints.

Every no\l' and then occurs a process rich in
genealogical material. such as a certification of
summons of curatory against Marie and Nlargaret
McMurdos, children to the deceast James NlciVlurdo
in NlcMurdiestoun, as two of the nearest of kin on
thc father's side to Ro,bert, George, Archibald, and
r\nn McMurdos, children of the deceast NIr John
McNIurdo. minister of T'orthoru'ald, and Aliscn
Charteris, spouses, to see curators chosen. On the
r,vhole there is no eviclence that the provost and bailies
did aught but conduct the Burgh Court u'ith legal
proprietv and' according to a strict interpretation of
justice. Litigation may have anticipated occasicnal
prejudice and lack of fair dealing from the Bench, but
cases of advocation to the Court of Session arc com-
paratively rare. In r665 George Neilson and
Will iam Blackstock, merchants in lreland, bou3ht
some cloth from Homer Gilison, rnerchant and allegit
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burgess, but omitted to pay 156 rzs 9d sterling for it;
they.were summoned, but obtained letters of advoca-
tion rem<lving the case to the Court of Session on the
grounds that Gilison was not a burgess and that Janet
Lourie, mother of Provost John lrving and mother of
Francis Irving, bailie, and Vlarion l\{'Gown, spouse
to Homer the pursuer, were sisters'children. and that
even the Town Clerk rvas g'randson of the said Janet
Lourie. The defenders were entitled to'entertain some
apprehensions when not only the Bench but also the
Clerk of Court were closely related to the pursuer.

III. Buncn Pepsns.-This is the second largest division and
has been grouped in the fo,llowing classes :

(r) Pnrrtroxs-t655-t7ro, arranged in one box. These
are perhaps the most interesting series o,f them all, for
they touch on every aspect of Burgh life. T'he poverty
stricken and the affiicted petitioned the 'I'own 

Council
for help, the prisoners for release. It is difticult to
differentiate some of these petitions from the
" claims " that commenced a process. When someone
built a gavel that overhung a neighbo,ur's land, the
aggrieved neighbour usually petitioned for redress. If
he was of a pugnacious disposition he preferred to
commence a process. Indeed. quite a number of
petitions develo'ped into processes. They illuminate
rTth century l ife as no,other class of documents. 'fhe

formula of a petition is quite distinct from that of a
claim. It commences : " 'I'o 

the richt honorable the
Provost bailies and remanent members of the Town
Council,'i or " Llnto your worships humbly means and
complains," etc. When in 1655 the four burrow offrcers
-Wm. Bell, Wm. i\fcGowne, Alex. Padzene, and
Peter Graham-got no pay for their services. the town
being then under an English Military Governor and the
times very disturbed, they petitioned thc Council for
their pay, addressing themselves " unto vour godlie
worships," and at once received something on account.
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John Maxwell, chirurgeo,n, 
'in 

1685, being unable
to collect his fees, received dzo for doctoring James
McKno, a town servant, who had sustained an acci-
dent necessitating amputation of a leg from which he
recovered but could not pay for. Brolien do,wn
strangers, even of exalted connections, did not hesitate
to petit ion for assistance. Sir Will iam 'Ca:npbell, on
z4th July, 1697, in po.ssession of recomrnendations
from the Lord Chancellor of Scotland, " being come of
the royal family of the Stewarts of Sco.tland, ancl the
ancient family of Argryle, and, in King Charles
tyme, co,llector in two sh.yres in the north," so,licited
alms from the Council on the grounds of poverty,
sickness, and his 64 years of age. Though innocent
he had long lain in irons in Edinburgh Tolbuith. He
received {4 Scots. In 1689 John Rowan in Kilben
(Kirkmaho), whose house had been burnt down
through an accidental fire in a neighbour's house, had
lost everything; his wife and children had nothing
to cover them save the clothes upon their backs; with
gratitude received {4 from the Council: John John-
ston, late drummer in Col. Wm. Stanhope's regirnent
of Dragoons, being discharged and anxious to settle
in Dumfries, petitions to be allowed to take up resi-
dence and practice on the kettle drum and single drum,
his onlv call ing of a <irum major (rZrZ\. Sometimes
the suppliant sought advice rather tharr help. In
1678 Helen Fairies, a widow, who out of conrpassion
had taken the motherless child of John Forsayth to
keep, unexpectedly found herself in straitened cir-
cumstances, with nothing left with which to feed the
child. Neither Deacon Rae no.r John Forsayth would
take the child back off her hands, and after eight
weeks' struggle she could carry oD no,npJs-" there-
fore I desyre you for the Lords sak to consider on
it. " Three shillings sterling was paid for the behoof
of the Council. On another occasion the Council was
asked bv a prisonerr one Robert Ross (169r), how he
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should rid himself .of vermin contracted from John
Griervrn, a fellow-prisoner. tJnfortunately the views
of the Council are not endorsed in the docurnent. The
petitions frorn prisoners in the Tolbuith make rather
dreadful reading. Many had lain there in irons till
their health was undermined. In rToo the irons had
bitten so deep into the legs of Mr Robert Carnrichael,
a prisoner, that his limbs were covered with natural
running sores. A fellow-prisoner was Gavin Dunbar,
commissary clerk of Kirkcudbright, incarcerated as a
common debtor. With them were James Douglas,
merchant at Moffat, and Robert Corrie, sometime
traveller in England. On 7th l)ecember, 1699, the
three last-named attempted escape by breaking the
back wall under the roof. Corrie \:as first man
through, but he slipped on the slates, which fell with
a clatter. The guard, alarmed, rang his bell, and
Corrie was apprehended. Gavin l)unbar, the rvily
clerk of the Commissars, pretended to be asleep. and
was later released on componding with his creditors.
Another wretched inmate was not so fortunate. Janet
Douglas was in prison for petty theft. She was found
guilty, and Sheriff Depute Alexander's warrant to the
magistrates is still extant. ordering thenr to see this
sentence executed. She was to be taken to the mercat
cross between the hours of rr and rz and there burnt
on the left hand by the erecutioner of the burgh and
thereafter scoured through the town. That happened
in the year of grace 1685.

The last petition that I will quote is one of con-
siderable interest. It runs as follows :

To the Right llonora,ble the Magistrates and Town
Corrncil of Drrmfries-the petition of Rober.t Rae son to
Mr Peter Rae minister at Kilbride.

Sheweth-That yor supplicant having for some time
bygone acquainted himself with ye art of printing and
been at great expense to furnish himself with types
presses and oyr instruments for capacitating him to
follpw and praetise that employment, Altho that I have
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had invitatio'ns and some encouragements from some
oyer places in this Kiugdom to s€bt up among you, Yet
I rather enclined thus far to honour my own country
as to cary on my said trade in this place which may tend
very much not only to ye credite but profite thereof.
But considering the great expense I have been at in not
only furnishing my self with yo saids instruments but in
carrying them to this place and ye small encouragement
I have hitherto or for some time can expect to meet wibh.

I{umbly crav€ your wisdoms may be pleased to grant
me such a compliment as you may think fitt and in time
coming, at least during yr pleasure ease me from paying
any c€sses or supplies in the Burgh and from keeping
watch yrin and your petitioner shall ever pray.

Robert Rae.

It must always be remembered, to the credit of the
Town Council, that they granted him 4ol- sterling
and freedom from cess, supply, and watching.

TnnesunrR's Rncuprs from 164o-17oo in two boxes.
Every payment made by the Treasurer had to receive
the written authorisation of the Provost or bailies.
Their precepts or warrants to pay are included arnongst
the receipts, for many of them bear the acknowledg-
ment of the recipient. At the end of the financial year
the 'freasurer prepared his Budget for submission to
the Council, incorporating all the payments to w'hich
the precepts refer. This Budget was known as the
Treasurer's Accounts, many of which have been pre-
served. Where gaps occur in the Accounts their
substance can be largely reconstructed from these
precepts and receipts. These precepts give us a
picture of how public assistance was debursed in the
Burgh two centuries ago. fhus Margaret and
Elizabeth Whyt, daughters of one Captain Whyt,
who was killed in Flanders, being on their way to
friends in Ireland and destitute save for a pass from
the Lord Chancellor, were given r4d. 'fhree 

dis-
tressed seamen, John Stewart and John Ranking, both
of Ayr, and Thomas Harding, Englishman, lately cast
away on the coast of lVales, were given z/- sterling
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to help them to Ayr. Shipwrecked rnariners were

numerous; Thomas Eveince, a Londoner from a ship

cast away at Kirkcudbright, and now going back to

England, was given 8l- Scots, rvhilst an unnatned

shipwrecked rnan and wife were sped on their way

to Bristol with r8/- Scots. Robert Ker, a gentleman
born in Teviotdale, shipwrecked with wife and family
in Ireland, received a do'llar, entered in the Accounts
as worth 41rcd. John Thomas, a distressed rninister

going from Ireland to England, was allowed r8d;

and William Irving, late dragoon, got ro/- sterling to

take him to Nervcastle. He was a townsn:an, which
rnay account for his handsome treatment. French
privateers were very active on the coasts at the end
of the rTth century, amongst their victims being
Richard Muncks and John N{urrav, who with their

wives and ten small children had been captured a

year before and were now trying to reach London

with a pass from the Lord N{ayor of Dublin; they
received as bounty Sl- sterling, whereas 4o/- Scots
wers granted to Mistress l)ouglas, " ane object of

charitie who rves taken by the French privateers on

her passage from Dublin to Glasgow. " lVhen such

distress was caused by French privateers it is almost
renrarkable to find four French seamen " being ship-
wreckt and destitute of friends money and bread in a
strange countrey " receiving 3l-, 

" seeing the Kirk
I'reasurer is exhausted by his debursments to the

1)oor€. 
" Travellers of any sort were ready objects of

compassion. Two distressed gentlemen, Lieuts. Hugh

Hamilton and Thomas Graham, with their families,

had no false pride in accepting a " dukadoon " to
help them to lreland, any more than did Will iam
Dalzell, son to the deceast Robert f)alzell in Coshogle,
when he took r2l- Scots to help him to England.
Other items of a domestic character can be noted.

r5/- Scots was paid to John Lorimer " for ane parch-

ment to be ane heid to the Toun's drum "; 
John
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Logine, 3ol- Scots for going to Drumlanrig for
bringing intelligence which way the Bishop was to
come (1666); and the like. r\ccounts for horse hire
for Provost or bailies show that they were diligent
attending the funerals of nobility and neighbours-
t8f - to'attend the Annandale burial (t61i, t4f - tor
the funeral of Francis Hereis of Lambholme (16gg),
and smaller sums for Closeburn's, Lady l)arnicks at
Torthorwald (69fl, John Irving of Woodhouse, and
Captain Edward Maxwell in 1669. The poor were
interred with less ceremony-.' to Janet Kirkpatrick
widow ten groats to help to buy a chist and sheit unto
a poor stranger that is dead in her house. "

(3) Snlncrrp AccouNTS in one box. These are accounts
rendered to the 'Ireasurer 

in detail and mostly
lengthy. 'fhe 

majority of them are drinking bills. A
few of them are of later date than r1oo, and rvould
repay a careful examination. It is probable that some
of them are actually parts of the f.'reasurer's Annual
Account.

(4) Buncrss Lrsrs AND Trcrers. No Burgess roll for
Dumfries exists. The Town Council Minutes record
the creation of many burgesses, and an alphabetical
register of them is in existence But it is obvious
that there are many omissions from the Minutes.
Many burgess tickets were granted gratis as a co,mpli-
ment or in return for services, and many of these
grants are unrecorded. A gratis burgess-ship cost
the h"ppy burgess nothing. Even the ticket was
gratis. But the Town Clerk who drew the ticl<et had
a standard fee for tickets and charged all gratis tickets
up to the Treasurer, and a careful search of the
f'reasurer's Accounts and papers revealed the names
of many such gratis burgesses. Further, the
Treasurer had as perquisite of his office the right to
nominate three persons for burgess-ship. These for-
tunate individuals do not figure in any list, as they
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were not created by Act of Council. But the Treasurer's

accounts sometirnes refer to them. This box there-

fore contains not only a number of original tickets

bearing the names of burgesses, but also every scrap

of paper, whether accounts or not, that records the

creation of a burgess. The arrangement of the Burgh

Records prior to rToo can never be considered com-

plete until a burgess roll is compiled from these papers

and collated with the alphabetical register of

burgesses and all these papers redistributed int<l their

proper classifications. It is to be hoped that some

competent person witl undertare this pressing work.

(5) OnrcrNer, SesrNES AND Otuen Wnlts-a box full that

still awaits examination.

(6) Oerns oF ALlrcleNcn, TTsIAMENTS exp SrnvlcEs oli

Hrtns. The oaths are original parchment rolls bear-

ing the signatures of everyone of any status or im-

portance in the Burgh at their respective . dates.

Testaments are few in number, for the administration

of deceaseds' estates did not fall within the jurisdic-

tion of the Burgh Court. Services of Heirs are dis-

appointingly few.

(7) MrrrrARy - in one box. Every paper of a military

nature and every document containing reference to the

Militia or armed forces of the Crown has been placed

in this box. Many of them will ultimately have to be

redistributed. A large number belong to the

Treasurer's Accounts, but contain references to officers

and military matters. Another section that would

repay examination are billeting papers, u'hen there

was a garrison in the town which caused much discon-

tent.

(8) EcclnsIASrIcAL--one box of varying value relating to

the Kirk, the re-building of St. Michael's, etc.

(9) EoucArIoNAL-{ne box. I\zlany of these papers are <lf
' later date than r7oo, and even relate to the:Academy'
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Two o,r three more bundles are in a sack labelled
Miscellaneous.

(ro) SuNonv Rolrs<ne bx.

(r r) FHaclrprlrs-in one box. Every collection of Records
has a receptacle for fragments and parts of clocu-
ments that have corte adrift fr<lm the remainder of
the original. Only prolonged acquaintance with these
records would enable one to rest'ore the missing frae-
ments to their proper place.

(rz) Vanlous Cor,lEcrroNs-in one box. These have been
calendared, and consist of papers relating to the pro-
perty and owners of Drumrash in Galloway and to the
Corsane and Martin farnilies.

(r3) MrscELLANEous CoRnnspoNDENcli-in one box. 
'fhe

bulk of this correspondence consists o,f letters from
the Town Agents in Edinburgh and extend beyond
the date o'f r7m.. But a careful examination might
reveal much interesting material.

(r4) MrscELLANEous Papsns-in three boxes.-provide a
happy hunting ground for any enthusiast, for into
these boxes n'ent everything that interested me. There
are a number of inventories of town's papers. In
o,lden times no marbled Burgh Buildings adorned the
town. Apart from the Torvn Council Charnber and
its adjoining closets, there were no tolvn of{ices, no
Tou'n Clerk's chamber. The Town Clerk had to do
most of his town's work at honre, and thither gravi-
tated and accumulated the town's papers. Intleed
whenever a lbwn Clerk died the Council at once
appointed a committee to visit and ransack his house
and inventory and remove any town's papers. A
copy of the inventory was given to his executors.
Several of these inventories survive. A number of
Stent Rolls and early Valuation Rolls have been
placed in these boxes. Papers relating to horse rac-
ing, irregular marriag'es, the Lochermoss Bridge

2-at
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OZ4\, the erection of the Burns N{ausoleum and

Statue and of the Memorial recently removed from

Queensberry Square, two ffruesome documents relat-

ing to James McMinn, convicted murderer, whose right

hand, struck off on the block before he was hanged

in the Grassmarket, was sent by post to Provost

Robert Corbett to exhibit on an iron spike upon the

top of the Dumfries Tolbuith in January, r7r2i the

sad case of Doctor David Pitcairn, who rvas guilty

of drinking on the Sabbath I minutes of Presbvtery

in an exceedingly frail condition, relating to the re-

building of St. Michael's in ry++; expenses of a

voyage in the ship " Fortune " of \,\'hitehaven to

Ireland (undated); some verses so ribbald as to be

unprintable, concerning a baker named John Reid;

and a host of other materials rvhich are the bricks and

mortar of the local historian. Amongst them is an

envelope containing two ancient playing cards, both

of them the nine of hearts. One of them is dated t67S;

the other was found in a bundle of Processes dated

1663. It is remarkable that though three centuries

have elapsed the form is almost indistinguishable from

the presentday card.

(r 5) GnrrRsoN Peprns-in four boxes. These papers re-

lating to the Griersons of L"g, covering the long

period 1515-176o, now arranged in order of date,

deserve a fuller description than can be given here.

The bulk of them relate to the great Persecutor.

Indeed it may be said that the ghost of Bloody Lag

lingers round these papers. Unfortunately only a

small po,rtion relate to his anti-Covenhnting activities,

but I hope at an early date to edit that portion for

publication. One of the boxes is devoted to crorre'

spondence mainly with his man of afrairs in Edin-

burgh. The collection should shed much new light on

the legendary figure of old Redgauntlet.

That concludes the description of the contents of the
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Record Boxes. The later material has all been re-bagged
as follows :

Processes in rz sacks.
Burgh Papers in 8 sacks.
Burgh Accounts in 4 sacks.
Miscellaneous in r sack.
Enrolment of Voters in r sack
Protested Bills in r sack.

In all, the contents of something like So sacks were
emptied and cleaned, perused and arranged. The task
occupied about two years, and absorbed all the nroments of
leisure that could be spared. If it was enterecl on in a light-
hearted manner, it at least was terminated in .a spirit of
thankful relief. The sole reward is a sense of gratification
that I have rendered easv the footpath of anyone rvho nray
follow in my steps.

fNoru.-There still remain in the 
'fown 

Clerk's safe ;r
box of Town Charters and kindred papers, some of which
have been published by Mr Shirley in our T.yansactions. It
is hoped at a later date to prepare a calendar of thcnr. In
the same safe are a number of bound or partly bound
volumes of Records.

Burgh Court Books-r So6tZ (rvith Rent ltoll. r549),
156r-4, r569-24, rSZS-79, r579-1624, 1658-62, r66e-8o.

'freasurer's 
Accounts - 1634-17t4 (incomplete). 17r5.16,

17r8-rg,  rT2o-r ,  t7z6-7,  17z7-8,  17z8-9,  rZ32-3,  . r233-4,
t736-7, etc.

Protocol Books - Herbert Anderson, r54r-48, r566-7o;
Herbert Cunynghame, 156r-:�(, r59e-r6o5, 1595-98.

Register of Sasines, several not being protocol books-
16oz-1733. zr vols.

Town Council N{inutes-r65r-63, 166,3-7o. r67t-8o (unbouncl),
168o-94. r@4-r7o3. 22 vols. down to r8r'7.

Register of Bonds-r68S-gS, 1693-17oo, 1716-18. 172+-25,
1716-177r.

Minute Book of Bonds-r7o4-46, rTq7-ryq.)
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29th November, 1e55.
Chairman-Mr G. W. SHtnr.rY.

Gretna Hall: Its llistory and Romange.
By Miss M. C. Srurrrr.

In 1535 Johnstone of Gratney built the Auld Hoose and
enrbellished its walls with his coat-of-arms " cutt upon

stone. " A bitter feud between the Johnstone and lllaxwell

families existed for several generations. The Maxwells

burned Lochwood tower in 1585, and in that conflagration

perished the charter chest of the Johnstones and the family

muniments.

At Quhytehall on March roJh, 16rz, King James VI.
granted anew to John Johnstone of Gratney those lands

u'hich had been possessed by himself and his predecessors
" beyond the memory of man. " It is explained that this

grant is required because the family documents and infeft-

ments have been burned, destroyed and lost because of the

disturbed condition of the Borders. 
'fhe 

lands of Gratney

are described.with manor place, tower, mills, etc.
Histovical note.

Information is derived from-
The descriptions of Annandale; and of Graitnev Parishs5

in Voi. I. of Mr Walter M'Farlane's Geog'ra'phi'cal
Collections.

From Sir William Fraser's work on The lohnstones of
Annandale.

Register of the Great Seal of Scotlantl.
Ilegister of Sasines; Dumfries.
Re gi.ster of Testaments.
Calendar of Deeds. In Register House, Edinburgh,

and other reliable sources.
The land which was the site of these o'ld buildings

ultimately formed the farm of Graitney Mains, or Old
Graitney, and the Manor Place became the farm house'

No 
'accurate 

information about Graitney Tower is
available, but it seems to have been the " auld hoose "

described as ruinous in r7zt, from which the .|ohnstone
coat-of-arms was removed to Gretna Hall. About 1867
the remains of an old building were to be seen on Old
Graitney farm; they were adjacent to an artilici?l sQuare;
shaped pond, whictr was kept in order and sometimes used
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as a swannery up to r9oo. There is no indication of
building now and the pond is a mud hole; but it seems
the probable site of Graitney Tower. This position would
afford a splendid view of Solway and its foids; of beacon
fires o,n both sides the Border; it would command the
fords and mills of two rivers as well as the road alo,ng
Solway shore. At this point the Tower would be within
a mile of The Lochmaben Sto,ne-the Council Stone and
meeting place of the Wardens of the Marches.

In 1693 the Parliament of Scotland passed an Act by
which a charter was granted to William Johnstone of
Graitney enabling him to hold a weekly market on Thurs-
days and tu'o, faires, one on the first 'fuesday 

of Jul.v and
the other on the eighth day of October.

In 1883 and at the division of Graitney estate in 1889
a Notarial Instrument was drawn up confirming the rights
contained in this charter to the purchaser of the Estate.
The right to hold this market and these fairs is undoubtedly
held by the present proprietor of Gretna Green Village.
The market and fairs \ /ere of importance. Despite the
Border forays, there w'ere several Ports on Solway, drove
roads brought cattle from different parts of Scotland, and
there was some commercial activity in the place. A rather
casual description of the Market Cross states its stones \l/ere
carved and it was surmounted by u Ball; it has long since
disappeared. Eariy in the eighteenth century the proprietor
of Graitney was a " Collenell James Johnstone or Ruthven. "

f'his man was a great builder, " the whole village with a
tolbooth being lately built anew by him after a new model. "

Colonel Jarnes Johnstone married Isabella, daughter of
Sir Francis Ruthven, who was a Peeress in her own right.
Co,lonel James sometimes called himself Lord Ruthven. His
son James succeeded as 5th Baron of Ruthven through his
mother Isabella.l

Colonel Johnstone built the present Gretna Hall as the
mansion-house of the estate and his family dwelling place.
He built substantial stables, byre; outhouses and two cot-
tages; well planned, conrpact and convenient for work. He

I Debrett q,rld Other Peeragea,

Ir

t
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laid out pleasure grounds and planted trees wisel,v. The

appearance of Gretna Hall suggests ihat the centre block

rvas built first and the wings then added. T'here is, how-

ever, no proof of this; nor is there any record of the building

o.f this house, the tinre occupied, or the cost incurred. T'he

rooms are large, rvell lit, rvith high ceilings; the rvalls so

thick as to suggest defence as rvell as comfort On the

lintel above the main door VILCCX is carved. Built into the

fagade above the chief entrance is a stone with the Johnstone
coat-of-arms carved upon it, which once adorned the " auld

hoose " of Graitney. It is a red stone z ft. 4 ins. high by

z f.t. broad; carefully quarried and placed in the best aspect

to avoid weathering, it shows little evidence of scaling after

4oo years' exposure from 1535 to 193.5. The wall of the

house had been built with a window-like opening, into which

the stone was fitted, u'ell-bedded in cement. T|e ribband

is carvecl from the solid stone, well under cut. The motto

is " Cave Paratus " (Beware I am about to bring forth

Arms). The latter word, which is expressed in the " Ad

Arma paratus i' of Gorehead and Lochhouse, is latent here.?

Co,lonel Johnstone ruined himself with his good build-

ings. So early as r7r8 he granted various bonds over the

property; one in favour of Lord Queensberry. trVhen

Co,lonel Johnstone died (January, r73o) his whole estate was

found to be in the hands of William Robertson, Writer to

the Signet, Edinburgh. The household plenishings, silver

included, were so poor that their total value is returned as

d+Z r6s 6d. His son James, Lord Ruthven, owed him

dA, ros od.3

2 Those interested may consult Nisbet's System of Haraldra,
Vol. I., page 144, plate 14, fig. 11; also The HeralilrA of the
Johnstones, pub. 1906.

3 It should be remembered that between 1?10 and 1?90
Britain was ruled by four Sovereigns-Anne, Georges f., If.'
and III. The Scotch and English Parliaments were united in
L707, with disastrous results. The Stewarts were fighting for
the throne from 1710 to 1750. Land was completely out of
cultivation. Farmers could not grow crops or rear stoek; rents
were low, buildings ruinous, and commercial enterprise impos'
sible.
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Graitney suffered many changes of fortune; but about
r79o became the property of the Earl of Hopetoun. A
couple of years later he fitted up Gretna Hall as an Inn. A
turnpike road existed, trade began to increase at the ports
of Stormont and Sarkbridge, the market was well patronised,
and English lovers began to run away to Gretna to be
married.a

In r8z5 John Linton became the innkeeper at Gretna
Hall. An ex-valet of Sir James Graham, Netherby, Linton
was well qualified to make the place a good " port of call. "

He arranged for the mail coaches to Glasgow to change
horses at the Hall; he kept po.st-horses and carriages there,
and soon had a flourishing trade. At this tinre there were
hr-rndreds of runaway marriages every year, and the better
classes rvent to the Hall to fulfil love's young dream.

Near the gates was a school, one of the buildings of the
late Colonel Johnstone. When rvedding parties arrived a
large bell rvas rung to summon the ostlers to take charge
of the horses; the sound of this bell became well knorvn in
the village, and the schoolboys used to rush out to see the
panting horses and agitated bridal pair. The spectator's
most eager desire was gratified when a second carriage
dashed up, conveying an angry father sometimes accom-
panied by his legal advisers, sometimes by Bow Street
o'fficers. The fiery language, the threatening gestures with
heavy horse pistols, delighted the young spectators.s

March, t826, brought Linton his first cause cdldbre-
the famous abduction of Ellen Turner, a Liverpool school-
girl, by Edward Giblon, Wakefield. He was tried for
conspiracy to abduct and impriso'ned for three years. The
marriage was annulled by Act o,f Parliament a vear later.

a Graitney estate passed from the Hopetoun family to
James Douglas of Orchardtown, and from him to the Maxwell
family about 1800. By the marriage of a Maxwell, Graitney
passed to the Maitlands of Auchland and Kelston. After Mrs
Maitland's death the property was divided and sold in portions,
1889.

5 Rqm,iniecences of Mr R. B, Camuthers, who was one of
the schoolboys.

3l
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On lVlay r1th, | 83S, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, grand-

son of the poet, was married to Marcia Maria Grant, o'nly

survivipg child and heiress of Sir Colquhoun Grant of

Frampton Court.
NIay zoth, r84o, was the wedding day of Lord Drum-

lanrig, son and heir of the Marquis of Queensberry. He

married Miss Caro'line Clayton, daughter of General

Clayton.
In November, r8q4, Lady Maud Villiers brought her

' perfect gentleman, " Captain Parke lbbetso'n, to be

married. She rvas the daughter of the Earl of Jerse,v. Her

grandmother, Vliss Child, ran away to Gretna rvith the Earl

of Westmoreland in ry82. Both \/ere genuine love matches

and brought happiness to the adventurers.
In 1846 Carlo Ferdinando Borbone, Principii de Capoa,

Italy, married Penelope Caroline Smyth, Temple Michael'

Co. Waterford; and in the same year Captain Lowell

married Lady Rose Sornerset, daughter of the Duke of Beau-

fort. Another famous Italian, the Duke of Sforza-Cesarini,

married Caroline Shirley in 1847; and in June of the follow-

i.rg year E. Arabella St. John. daughter of the Duke of

Bolingbroke, r,vas married to Francis Smith.

To the old Hall came some distinguished people at a

very ro,mantic moment of their lives.

Linto,n kept the Gretna Hall Marriage Register with

most meticulous care. Its entries extend from July rzth,

1825, to April 3oth, 1855; it has two index bgoks. There

are about r r zo certificates ; but these w'ere rolled up anvhow

and crushed into an old tin box. It was the entry in the

Register which would stand the test'of validity in any law

court in the land. Sometimes a perusal of the Register

disclosed most unwelcome facts. One young gentleman

visited Gretna and examined the Register from idle

curio,sity, when he was startled to find that an uncle from

whom he had expectations had recently been married !

Writers, such as Pennant in 1772, Ell iot r83o, and
'fimbs r84r. allude to the racing and chasing which took

place over the nine miles between Carlisle and Gretna. The
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post-boys took a strong interest in their charges, and by
their adro,itness often saved the. situation, Sometimes the
pursuit was so hot there was no time to speak the magic
rl'ords. The young couple were then hurried into a private
chamber; pursuers were informed they were too late. The
ceremony was over; the man and wife were having a rest
and could not be disturbed.

Linton set hinrself against the vulgar, 'scandalous side
of the marriage trade. He would not marry drunken rnen,
rrr r€probates who returned with another rvoman the follow-
ing week. He maintained a decorum and even a dignity
ahout the undertaking which suited the ho,use he occupied.
Gretna Hall seems to,hold itself aloof from the sordid follies
of mankind, even though the dining-room was ooce a drink-
ing bar described by Dickens. The built-up u'indows give
er,idence of resentment at the window tax, which is
emphasised by sliding panels in the bedroom doors to pro-
vide ventilation, and to call the servants before bells were
installed.

From a bed closet there is an opening passing under a
passage and ending in a large window which would give a
means of escape. There is a tradition of an enormous hole
in one r,r'all which could never be filled in and was finally
built over. There is a portion of wall in the drawing-room
which vibrates to the touch and seems made of plaster.
There is an undergro,und water storage tank, so large that
a carriage and pair can be turned in it.

John Linton, sometimes nicknamed the " Bishopr " died
at Graitney Hall in r85r. His widow carried on the Inn
f.or a time; but trade left Gretna Hall. It became a private
residence and was sold as a single portion when Graitney
estate was broken up in 1889. For a time " the Hall "

took its place as Manor House to a wide parish; but it was
let as a private mental home in r93o, and now is an hotel.
If only its walls could speak !

The marriage trade continued in the village, but was
too often conducted in a sordid, disgusting manner.
" Touts " from the several inns met the arrival trains and
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almost tore.- the clothes from the intending sfrouses. No
lcnger did the ostleCs bell ring a welcome to Gretna Hall.

The romantic scenes and triumphs of former days were
pzrst; the inhabitants of Gretna hoped that Lord Brougham's
Act would put an end to disgraceful scenes and conduct
which was a nrockery of rvhat; had once been gallant adven-
ture.

REGISTER OI tIrC dNENT 6EAL Of SOOTLAND.

No. 958. r3th December, 1613. At Roystoun.
The King has given letters of remission to Robert

Gordoun of Lochinvar, Knight, to.endure for his lifetime,
for treasons and crimes committed by him, namely, for
burning the house of Graitnahill belonging to deceased
Richard Irrving of Graitnahill and slaying said Richard
in the year 16o5 or thereby; for burning the houses of
Wamfray, Lokurbie, Reidhall, Langrig'gis, in the year
16or or thereby; for killing Neilsoun in the year
1594; for slaying Jnmes Gordoun, servitor of said Robert
in the year 16o8 or thereby; for seizing George Flemyng,
the King's messenger, in the execution of his offce, and
on account of rvhich he forced said George to invalidate
the Royal Letters directed against said Robert, in the
year r594 or thereby; for apprehending John VlcAlexander
. . ., Patrick and Robert l,'Ioffett, deceased . . . Glencors,
without committing them to the King's prison, in the
years t1g6-g7-98-99 or thereby; for adultery with Jonet
McAdame, daughter of McAdame; for carrying off
and taking certain goods from the lands of Kirkwod I antl
for other offences committed betore the date hereof,-
treason against the King's person, rvitchcraft, and false
coinage excepted.

REGISTER Of th€ GREAT SEAL Of SCOTLAND.

No. 637. roth March, t6tz. At Quhytehall .
The King,-whereas the underwrit ten lancls, etc had

been possessed beyond the memory of nlan by John

Johnestoune then of Graitney and his predecessors as

heritable feu-farmers and rentallers; and whereas by injury
. of time and by reason of the disturbances of the Borders
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between Scotland and England their infeftments were
burned, destroyed and lostr-with consent, etc., demits
and quitclaims in feu-farm to said John and heirs-male
whomsoever, whom falling his eldest heir-female without
division, the lands of Graitney, with manor place, tower,
mills, mill-lands, etc., in the Stewartry of Annandale ;-
rendering {ro; also doubling the feu-farm on the entry
of heirs.

Lochwood (Thornik) was burned by the Maxwells in
1585, by which fire Sir John Johnstone's charter chest and
all his family muniments were destroyed.

15th llecember, 1935,
Chairman-Mr M. H. M'I{rnnow.

The Firth ol Clyde and its Edible Fishes.

By J. M'CntNur,E, J.P., I)unure, Ayrshire.

After describing the physiography of the sea bottom
between Arran and the mainland, the tides and the currents,
he gave an account of the spawning grounds of the herring
and sketched their life history. He then sho'rved horv they
were fished, and went on to speak of other fishes of com-
mercial value, €.S., cod, whiting, flounder, etc.

24th January, 1956.

,.Jil',"ff;#Ll; H,.;un,
By J. TaYron, Dalbeattie.

The lecturer described the discoveries of N'Iendel and
some of his experiments in detail, and then explained briefly
the principles of cell structure and the transmission of cer-
tain characteristics, e.8., sex.

The lecture was fully illustrated by diagrams prepared

by Mr Taylor.

35
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The Ballad and its OriXfins, with an Enquiry into the
Equivalents of the Border Ballads in Ssandinavia.

By J. G. HonNr.

IVIr Horne gave a very interesting account of the develop-
nrent of the ballad and its connection with Folk f)ance and
Iiolk Song. FIe described several of the Scandinavian

ballads, sinri lar to n'el l-known Border ones, and afterwards

read one enti t led " Bendik and Arol iYA," .a-Norwegian bal lad,

rvhich his friend, Mr Tomter, haC translated from that

language into English prose, and which he hinrself had

thereafter put into ballad form.

21st February, 1956.
Chairman-Nlr G. \,V. SstnrBY.

Place Names in Dumfriesshire and Other Notes.

By Col.  Sir  E.  JoHNsoN-FnRcusox, Bt. ,  T.D.,  D.L.

It was suggested to' me that, while collecting material

for my book on the Place l{ames of Dunt'fricsshire, I might

have come across various items of interest about the County.

Owing to the very varied sources from which I get these

notes they are of necessity rather disconnected but I hope

they may interest you-
I am not going to, deal with place names individually,

they do not lend themselves to a paper like this, it would

be too much like reading out a catalogue, and anvone who

wants detail can get it by buying the book, but I rvant, first

of all, to touch briefly on the distribution of the various

languages through the County. There is very little doubt

that originally Gaelic r,r,'as spoken all over this area, pro-

bably till the Norse invasion over-ran the southertr part;

after that, in the Norse area, the Gaelic names disappeared

almost entirelv i the nunrber surviving shorving the extent

to which the forrner inhabitants werc tlriven.out,

I went through all the names in the Counfy by parishes
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and then struck out all that had a rn<ldern appearance-
and' by modern I mean u'ithin the last 3l4oo years. Then I
classified them under their respective languages and took
the percentages. This sh<lu'ed, for the u,hole county
(omitting decimals), Gaelic, 45 per cent. ; Norse, rZ per
cent. ; for the Norse parishes, to rvhich I rvill refer in a
minute, Norse, 39 per cent. ; Gaelic, 19 per cent. ; for the
remainder of the county, excluding those parishes, Norse,
13 per cent. ;  Gael ic,  5r  per cent. ;  and for Ni thsdale alone,
Norse, 4 per cent. ; Gaelic, 6o per cent. I rvon't trouble
you with a detailed list of the No,rse parishes, but by mark-
ing them on a map there emerges a clear line of Norse
frontier. It starts at the Lochar Moss, then passes just north
of Torthorwald along the low-lying stretch where the ,E
and the Kinnel join the Annan, then roughly along the north
side of the Dryfe and across to the Esk at Langholm; the
latter part is not so clearly defined as the western part.

The analysis w-hich I gave you above can be carried
still further in the Norse area. Some of the parishes have a
lowJying agricultural stretch and behind this a stretch of
hill land. I went over some of the parishes r,r'hich I know
intimately and found that one could lay it down as a law
that the Gaelic names are only found in the hill area. A
very few Norse names penetrate into the hills but not vice-
versa. The few Gaelic names that come lower than usual
are in places that, while no,t truly hill land, are rough and
mther boggy, at any rate not the best land. Horv much of
the county was forest I cannot say, but from old trees dug
out of the peat hags and other indications it must have been
largely forest. Peat, so I am told, grows at about one inch
per 20 years, and, on that basis, the hills were covered with
birch up to about 3oo years ago, possibly later. I know of
hags showing a thick network of birk roots at 18 inches to
z f.eet down ; there are also good-sized oaks got out as deep
as 8-ro feet.

I think, in view of this, \r'e may say that the old in-
habitants retifed or were driven to these wooded and boggy
hills and werd left in peace by the Norse as long' as they

f'.
I

\
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kept quiet; that is quiet as judged by the standards of that

period. It is a mistake to suppo'se that all these early

invaders killed o,ff. the original inhabitants; no doubt in the

course of the invasion many were killed but a great many

more escaped to the wild country and there continued to

exist until finally the two races began to intermix. It was

these forests that were so, useful for giving covert for raids

and ambushes in vyhat one might call the sporting times on

the Border in the r6th centurY.

Now to return to the distribution of the Norse and Gaelic

names, tty, in your minds, to forget the existence of fire'

arms and arm yourselves rvith nothirrg but borvs, arrows

and clubs; then try and imagine the Lochar Moss and the

area round Torthorn'ald before draining had been invented,

s2I, rooo years ago. Could you find a better defensive

frontier? We know that across the Solway was a large

Norse co,lony, and it seems to me that the inference is that

they filtered in round the head of the sohvay rather than by

coming up by sea and landing on this shore, else why did

they not go up the Nith which one would think was just as

attractive as the Annan for colonists ?

One thing that interested me very ntuch was that the

real old Broad Sco,ts is almost identical rvith what used to

be called Anglo-Saxon, now known as Old English.

I would suggest that the members of this Society should

try to collect a complete list of Field Names through the

County. It is far too big a work for auv one man. Such

as I know are largely called after some person, but there

are one or tw-o curious ones, such as Clrrw Bear and the

Deer Croft. One further suggestion is that some effort be

made to collect any traditions connected with the names

that obviously commemorate some battle or murder; yo'u

will find them scattered all over the County

As you know, a great manY places are colloquially

known as " THE " so-&-so. I have not really followed up

this point but, from a few instances I can think of, when the

word is used it makes sense with the nreaning of the old

name. For instance, Bigholms, known as The Bigholms -
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The Barley Holm; Lanark, known as The Lanrick:The
Forest Clearing. Whether this is a gener al rule I am not
prepared to say, but I offer it as a suggestion to anyone
who,cares to go into it further.

The follorving notes, which, as I said, are very discon-
nected, give a very good idea of life ht're roo years ago.
They are largely taken from, some estate lt'tter books which
I came across and which Sir Patrick l{eron Maxrvell has
l<indly given me permission to use. Except where I state
otherwise all notes are taken from these books; all the
letters !\,'ere written by the Factor to various people, in the
ordinary course of business.

Apart from the actual quotations the thing that struck
nre most on reading them was, first, the seeming extreme
shortage of ready money and the business it u'as to,pzty or
be paid small acco.unts. A messenger often had to go with
the cash; he apparently always arrived il'ith the money but
had often had more than one drink on the way. There are
also constant references to interest paid and received on
quite snrall sums. Secondly, the entire absence of shops as
n'e understand them. For instance, when a supply of nails
was required for the estate they were ordered from Birming-
ham and sent by sea to Annan. The carriage had to go to
Edinburgh to be overhauled, and tradesrnen seem to have
bcen much as now, as there is a very strong letter corn-
plaining that it was not ready when pro,mised ancl saying
the horses are going to Edinburgh to fetch it on a certain
clate rvhen it has got to be ready.

A horse was sold from Springkell to someone in
\\/arrington, and, of course, it had to go by road and the
groom find his way home again. Though not specially
shown in these letters, men in those days rode enormous
distances without thinking anvthing about it. In a diary I
read the writer used to ride 6o miles in a day as a perfectly
normal thing. I read in the Field the other dry of a
M.F.H. who rode 6o miles home after hunting ho,unds all
day.

Wages were rvhat we should call absurdly low,. but,
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against that, remember the change in the value of money

and also, that, from lack of c'ommunications, a working man

had practically nowhere to. spend money. Everyone lived a

self-supporting life, hence we find the enormous kitchen

gardens that are no$' such a burden to keep up. Everyone

ih.n gr.*, their own vegetables; there used to be a butcher's

shop at Springketl; they used to take thcir own wool to the

local mill and there get it woven. An o,ld man still working

on the estate remembers carrying wool tt' a rnill on the

Kirtle.
After these general remarks the first thing I will deal

w i t h  i s :
Roads. Thanks to our road surveyor and the rates

and taxes we pay, we can now travel fast and in co'mfort.

This was not aft,r,ays the case, as the preanrble to the Road

Act of ry77 begins: " The roads from Annan by Dum-

bretton, Kirtlebridge, Springkell, Auchenbedrig to Crannel-

pathfoot (near Langholm); from Graitney to the Lanarkshire

march; from Dumfries by Lochmaben to Lockerbie are in

u,inter impassable for coaches, wagons, and other carriages

and dangerous to persons travelling on hotseback'"

By an old statute of 1686 the co,mmissioners of supply

were authorised to call out tenants with horses, and cottagers

to work on the roads for three days in summer and three

more after the harvest in each year. In r.777 at Act was

passed for converting this labour into money to be spent on

the roads. under this, and later Acts, five lines of l'urnpike

road n,ere made on rvhich (with their branches) z9 bars \vere

placed rvhich lvere let in t8r r for A+l.S+ 5t'
,, It is remarked that manv of these roads are very

grossly and openly destroyed by the plough made to pass

over them ancl to turn and leave quantities of earth and

stones on the road; a practice very inconvenient and often

dangerous to travellers. "l

Various measures have been in conternplation for open-

ing up a way to Edinburgh without going up the steep hill

to Arickstane.l

I Agricultural Sumey of Dumfriesehire by Dr Singer, 1812'
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On May r3th, r8rr, a Committee of the House of
Commons reported, on the report of Messrs Rennie and
Telford : " That a bridge over the Esk at Garrieston, one
over the Sark, and the whole of the road from the Eden to
Kirtlebridge ought to be done entirely at the public expense. "

Various canals have been suggested : One from the Sol-
way through ihe Lochar Moss to Tinwald. another up the
valley of the Annan to Kirkbank, and another from near
Dalswinton to the Solway near Caerlaverock.l

Tolls. The following were appointed by the Act of
rSor : " For every Chariot, Berlin, Landau, Chaise, Calash
or Hearse drarvn by six horses, mares, geldings or mules

3/-  ster l ing;  for  the same drawn by four z l - ;  by two' t f  - ;
and by one -/6; half price for every vehicle w'ith 9 inch
treads on the rvheels and hind wheels in a different track to
the front rvheels. "

In a book I have, called Surztey ol the Roads oi Scot-
land, by Tavlor and Skinner, undated but o'n the fly-leaf is
written " R. Wintle 1806, " the Carlisle-Glasgo,rv roacl is
shown as the road rvhich branches off at Dinwoodie and keeps
on the east side of the Annan, by Wamphray and Dumcrief to
Moffat. 'I'hence 

it keeps up the valley anci goes over the
hill near the Beef-Tub (it can still be seen as a grass track)
and thence to Elvanfoot. Cary's lload Book, r8rz, gives
the same r<lute, but a later book of r8z7 gives the present
road. In Harper's lV[anchester und Gkt.sgow Road it is
recorded that 7o carts of merchant goods using the road
weekly had caused it to fall into disrepair.

Fro,m. the same source we find that even in ry9o the
argument rvas raging that a road like this was a national
route and as such should be a charge on the Government
ahd not on the local expenses.

(a'y $23. " The' erection of a brirlge at Corrie's Mill
is much called for." They co,ntinued to c.rll; for in r83r-
" I am fully inrpressed rrvith the necessity of keeping the
ford at Corrie's lvlill in a passable condition "

1824. Annan to Canonbie Road. ', From Tower of
Sark to Canonbie the road was the private property of the

r Agri,cultural Suraey of Dumfri,esshire by Dr Singer, 1912.
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Duke of Buccleuch, with about tvu'o miles this side of Tower
of Sark belonging to Sir John Maxwell."

t824. Writing of the same road : " I do not hesitate
to say that the money spent on this road last season will be
wasted if the public are not prevented using it during the
dead of winter. "

From the Factor to a builder in London : " Received
your letter accompanying plan of a bridge for Annan. " There
is no other reference to it, so we are left in doubt as to what
bridge it refers to.

t83o. " The road through Cadgill \A/ood to Solway-
b.tnk is in such a state of disrepair that a lc'aded cart cannot
pass some parts. "

t83o. 'fhe Road Contractor has been getting {+ a
rnile, " but," thc Factor rvrites, " I will be disappointed
if the Gretna roads cannot be upheld in excellent conditio,n
f.cr {3 a mile. "

From Cary's Road Book, r8rz, I got the follo,u,ing:
Coaches running from London to Oarlisle-

'fhe Roval Mail in 36$" hours via Scotch Corner
started Z.3o pm

ditto 3Zt ), ,, Preston 7.3o pm
The Herald to Glasg'ow via Ecclefcchan ,, 6.o am
The 'felegraph 

,, Annan ,, .5.o pm
The Regulator ,, ,, ,, 3.o pm
Another unnamed ,, 6.45 am

There were also five from Liverpool.
Fronr Carlisle there were r r dailv coaches and four

tirat ran three times a week.
At Ecclefechan the mail arrived at tz.25 p.m. and left

a t  3 .29  a .m.
At Dumfries the mail arrived at 2.3S p.rn. and left at

6 .s5  p"m.
Leaving the roads and co,ming to ordinary estate corre-

spondence I r,vill simply quote the letters as they come.
r8zz. Board wages are 4f - a week.

A school-t'eacher is wanted for Klrkpatrick-Fleming,
salary roo merkr:d8 6s 8d.
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As you will see, the present agricultural depression
is nothing cgmpared to what is was roo years ago.

tt,zz. There were z6 f.arms to let on the estate.
In the same year a new factor came, and writes :

" I have reason to hope that in time, with Sir John's
support, a degree of order and subordination may be
introduced among the tenantry and low classes on this
estate, of which they seem in a great measure devoid. "

t823. Three farms were sold up, arrears of rent were

{trr4, proceeds of sale d4or, balance loss {ZtS.
Another sale was arranged but on going there it was
found everything had been removed.

$zg. Sir John wishes to place a Sheriff's OfFcer in Spring-
field, the Factor says " a man to act between his em-
ployers and the borderers must be
terror to all."

fi23. A man is engaged to take charge of the saw-mill at

zl- a week and a cottage. " This is more than I had
intended to give but he appeared so good I did not like
to chance losing him. "

fi3o. " I notice the Nervcastle-Carlisle railway is likely to
proceed this season. "

Apparently there was a tax on sat-ldle horses, as
there is a casual reference to the payment of it.

xi3o. Was a very severe winter. " The labouring classes
are suffering severely this winter, work is scarce,
victualling of all kinds is high in price and fuel is not
to be had. "

163r. The Factor held a supplementary rent collection.
" As there are now about {3,ooo of arears. I thought
I might certainly expect d3oo to /4oo but my collec-
tion did not exceed {2o."

Charcoal appears to have been maCe, as there is a
letter enquiring why someone has not taken delivery
of sonrc.

There is a l ist of rents for Grass-parks for r83r.

32 & 33, but it is difficult to make a proper comparison
as some of the figures are illegible and sorne parks ;rre
now changed in area, but approximatelv the rents were
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about two-thirds of the present ones, if you go,t them.

A woocl is advertised as " Oak fit for ship-

building. "

tis34. The following is an extract from a lease: " The

Tacksman obliges himself and his foresaids to enclose

and subdivide the said farm into proper enclosures, to

be approved by the proprietor, in the first five years
from the commencement of this lease, rvith ditch planted

with thorns, and to train them up and to leave the same

in good order at the expiry of this lease, the proprietor

furnishing brushwood for stakes and paling for pro'tect-

ing said hedges from injury flo,m cattle "; and in regard

to sheep the lease states : " T'he tacksman etc to keep
no sheep on the farm during the lease unless the hedges
are properly protected by a double row of stakes and
palings or stakes and brushwood. "

fi32. Another lease states : " The tenant binds himself to

keep a dog for the Landlord if required to do so, in

which case he shall have an abatement from the year's

rent of {r sterl ing."
" 'Ihe tenant shall grind his grindable corn at

Corrie's Mill paying the accustomed dues and multures,

and shall attend all Baron Courts at Springkell."
" The tenant shall pay sixpence per

pound yearly of the rent of the farm torvards the fund

for making and upholding private roatis on the estate

of Springkell, the tenant being further bound to deliver
at Springkell House yearly, if r'equired by the Landlord

to do So, seven fat hens, fifteen chickens, and 45
bushells of good coal, for rvhich he shall receive

at the rate of rf - for each hen, -16for each chicken, and
-f rg f.or everv bushell of coal."

" The tenant is further allowed A'l.tS per annum
for repairing the road south of the farm till the same
is completed. "

1823. Two stout men are required for the woods " I will
give 7l- in winter and 816 in summer, or, if they are
good workmen 716 in rvinter and gl- in summer per

week. tt
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Here are sorne short extracts which speak f<lr them-
selves :

" I have had frequent messages from the prisoners in
Annan Jail. 

" This refers to defaulting tenants.
To the Minister of Gretna re his stipend : " The pre-

sent state of the country and other circumstances have
prevented, payment till nou,'. "

" I have not been able to let any of the grass fields
round Springkell. "

" There are some tenants that cannot go on longer,
rn'hose stock and crop were hypothecated after Candlemas
last in security of five years rent due at that time. "

Though wages were low according to our ideas they got
extra in kind, as there is an entry : " One cow killed for
u'orkers in harvest."

Here are some entries from a cash book of the same
period.

Paid for Labourers beef {p
ditto zo Highland bullocks dzzo

,, 2oo Sheep . dzzo
,, an old horse for the dogs . 6l-

Cheviotlvool was 33/6 a stone.
Poor rates for the parish of Half Morton were dz.rz.6,

but it is not clear whether this refers to the assessment
for the whole parish or if it is for Springkell alone, omitting
the three Westerhall farms.

Window duty on the Factor's house together with his
horse tax {q2.3.

Paid to the Dumfries and Galloway Hunt for three
years to September r8r8 at 4zf -, d6.6.o.

And finally this extract from the Half lVlorton Heritors'
iVlinute Book :
rti5z. Schoolmaster appo,inted, fees to be-

English Grammar and Geography 2l- \
Writing 216 | p",
Arithmetic al- | quarter
Latin Greek and French S/- )

His salary was fixed at z Chalders of oatmeal per
annum.
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Adventures Amon$ Dumlriesshire Insests'

By O. J. PunnN.

I take my title for this paper from the works of the

famous s. American and English naturalist, w. H. Hudson,

who once wrote a book, entitled Adaentures am'ong Birds.

In it he recounts in his own inimitable fashion some of the

many interesting observations he has made on bird be-

haviour. These little studies are such as we all rnight have

made when walking in this lovelv countryside of ours-

everyday observations on everyday types of birds-and it

occurred to me that, though the number of bird observers

increases until it has almost become rvhat one might call an
,, overcrowded professionr " observers of inseCts are still

rarely met with. 
'frue there are plentv of collectors of

butterflies and other insects, but naturalists have rather

neglected the wide field which opens before them when they

co,mmence to study insect behaviour. It is a research, too,

which is easily prosecuted when compared w-ith the long and

patient watching, o,ften in most uncomfortatrle circum-

.turr..r, to which the bird watcher must resign himself in

carrying it out. Birds in captivity act in an unnatural

manner, as do birds which are conscious of being watched.

Insects, o,n the other hand, and this applies especially to

water insects, may be made captive and yet be r"'atched

going about their daily affairs in quite a normal fashion.

The object of this paper, then, is to shorv, if possible,

first, the value and fascination of adventures among insects.

and, second, by recounting a few of my own observations

during only a very short stay in this county, the variety of

possible w-ork which Dumfriesshire insects present to trs.

First, then, let me tell some stories of adventures

among insects which a few o,f the greatest of naturalists

have lnjoyed, pointing through them to the value which

such work has been to Science. It is not easy to choose,

for so much great work has been done-what, for instance,

could be more fascinating than the work of Sir John Lub'
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bock and others on ants or the work o{ Huber, the blind
Swiss naturalist, to whom we otr\'e most of our knowledge

of the hive bees?-but I intend to recount sornething of

the work which Fabre and the Peckhams have done on the

solitary wasps and bees, for their work has been of great
interest to me.

Two only of the great groups of animals have attained

outstanding success in this modern rvorld of ours - the

Arthropods (jointed-legged creatures) and the \z-ertebrates
-and the plan of structure exhibited by them is conrpletel,v

different. I need only mention that the skeleton of a man

is internal, embedded in muscle, whereas a lobster's skeleton

is a superficial shell and the muscles are attached to the

inside of it. The divergence between the two groups is
just as great when we study their minds through their

behaviour, for, whereas man, the highest of the vertebrates,

represents the culmination of the development of intelligence,

insects, the highest arthropods, might be said to exhibit

the culmination of instinct. 
'Ihe vertebrates, through rnan,

have done wonders through the power intelligence possesses

of adapting behaviour to the conditions of environment,
while, though insects also perform miracles by means of

instinctive behaviour, their powers of response are curiously

limited, and this presents a striking parallel rvith the limi-

tations which an external skeleton imposes upon bodil,y size

and power.
We, the highest members of the group Vertebrata, are

almost entirely devoid of instincts, whereas insects are born

with a remarkably complete set. Fabre's rvorks represent

a thorough study of the instincts of insects in all sorts of

groups, and he describes many experiments which show how

the instincts limit the insect's behaviour. His outstanding

work, however, as he admits himself, was his enquiry into

the egg-laying habits of the Hunting Wasps, for, he says,
" Nowhere do I find a more brilliant, more lucid, more

eloquent proof of the i.ntuitit:e wisdom of instincf : nowhere

does the theory of evolution suffer a more obstinate check. "

This quotation more or less sums up Fabre's conclu-
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sions from his observations. He maintained that the hunt'

ing wasps, which live a solitary existence building cells in

the ground in which to lay their eggs and provisioning them

with prey which they have paralysed-not killed-by sting-

ing them, have a sort of intuititte hnou'ledge of the inner

anatomy ol their vi,ctims, the stings being administered with

great deliberation in the vital nerve centres so that paralysis

is induced. This, a modern authority has said, is " a eon-

clusion which is scarcely warranted by the facts at his dis-

posal," and the work of the Peckhams goes to detract still

further from Fabre's conclusions. No one, holvever, will

deny Fabre' his high place in the lists of distinguished

scientists, for his accounts of insect behaviour are classics

both in style and substance and his experiments show horv

his genius overcame the difficulties which beset him in his

little country home where the small salary of a country

schoolmaster had to cover the expenses of a large household.

His conclusions led him, as the quotation shorvs, to

make bitter comments on the theory, at that tirne nervly-

expounded by Darwin, of evolution taking place by slou'

degrees by Natural Selection in the Struggle for Existence;

but, as his conclusions were " scarcely warranted," we

heed not concern ourselves with his opinions on that subject.

Having shown, then, that the work of this adventurer.

J. H. Fabre, among insects is still highly prized, let me

give some account of that part rvhich, as I have mentioned.

he considered to be his greatest discovery.

The wasp which gave him most evidence was a species

of Sphex (then called Ammophila) which digs burrows in

sand and provisions them with caterpillars. Fabre, as a

result of all his great experience with her relatives, insisted

that the grub which would hatch among the caterpillars its

mother had stored for it m.ust have motionless prey and,

at the same time, must have fresh meat or it will be

poisoned. The wasp, therefore, he concluded, must be a
;, perfect paralyser " with the power of rendering its victim

immobile yet not dead. He wished to see the way she went

to work.
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He kept constantly in his rvorkrooms large lvire gauze
cages filled with a great variety of insects which he fed on
drops of honey concealed among flowers. When the opprcr-
trrnity occurred, therefore, he transferred a \r asp to a srnall
glass jar in which were the right kind of cateririllars. At
last he is able to say : " Behold the worm and Ammophila
face to face beneath the glass. " She attacks, grabbing the
caterpillar by the neck with her mandibles. It twists and
turns, sometimes with such violence that it throws its
assailant to a distance. She, however, is unconcerned, and
finally thrusts her sting thrice in succession into its thorax,
" plunging the weapon home with great determination into
the first segment where important nerve centres are
situated. "

Next, deliberately and methodically she operated on all
segments from front to rear.

Then, in the third'act-as Fabre puts it-she grasps
ic with her legs, seizes the back o,f the neck and munches
this weak .spot which is very close to the brain (cerebral
ganglia).

In spite of the fact that his observations show.ed him
that the process was not always like this-the amount of
rrralaxation of the neck, for instance, depends on rvhether
the caterpillar's powerful jatvs have been immobilised and
the number of times the sting is plunged in may vary from
one to a dozen - Fabre maintained that " the number,
arrangement and degree of mutual independence of the nerve
centres guide the sting and control the huntress's tactics. "

We shall be safe, therefore, in allowing him part of his
theory, for a certain intuitive knowledge of anatomv must
be present or Ammophila would not sting each segment and
chew the neck, while another wasir, Pompilus, which
paralyses spiders, concentrates only on the important
cephalothorax.

It was careful observations such as these which made
Fabre famous as a great entornologist, but he was an experi-
menter as well as an observer, and many of his experiments
were aimed at showing how fixed is the train of actions which
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an insect must follow through the stages of its life, or, in
other words, how perfect'yet how limited are its instincts.
We have all heard of the absurdities of conduct rvhich may
result from the limitations imposed upon an insect's be-
haviour by the fixity of its instincts. l'here is the story,
for instance, of the procession caterpillars which are en-
ciowed with an instinct to follou' the leader when changing
their feeding grounds. Placed upon a sun-dial in a circle
they creep on unceasingly round the edge even if good food
is in the centre. One of the best of these stories-I do not
know how far it is true - tells of the worker wasp im-
prisoned rvithout food with a grub of its own species. It
naturally wanted to feed the grub, and the instinct to do
so drove it to such lengths that it bit off the grub's hind
end and offered it to the head as food ! Some of Fabre's
most interesting experiments were designed to give insects
problems to solve in order to sho'rv up the aberrations of
their instincts. To take only three examples :

First, with a solitary bee which builds mud cells and
fills them u'ith a mixture of honey and pollen to serve as
food for the grub which will hatch from the egg. He
opened the cells while she was away. She noticed the hole
when she returned and explored it with her antenne but
made no attempt to patch it, and continued to bring load
after load of food although, when stored, it immediately
drained away through the hole. Finally she laid her egg
in the empty cell and sealed it as if nothing was wrong'.

Secondly, with a solitary wasp, Pelopreus. rvhich builds
little mud cells in warm parts of houses and stores them
with tiny spiders. He came across a Pelopreus u'hich had
just laid her egg on the first spider she had stored in thc
cell. He removed spider and egg and wondered u,hat she
r,vould do. She continued bringing provisions, u'hich were
now " useless and absurd," when the slightest power of
reasoning would have told her that if the first spider r,r'as
gone the egg would be missing too. Fabre removed them
each time, and finally after the eoth was brought and

removed she gonscientiously closed the cell which contained
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NOTHING. A train of behaviour once started'MUST be com-
pleted. Further, Pelopaus covers over the line pottery of

her little group of cells by daubing them u'ith mud. Fabre
removed the completed cell from the background, leaving
only a broken line of mud. l'he patch left inside the line is
quite different in colour from the cells, .vet quietly and
zealously Pelopars plastered-not her house, but the
uncovered support rvhere it once had been.

Lastly, an example which I shall mention again. A
wasp, Sphex, paralyses crickets and stores them in her
burrows. Each time as she returns to her nest with her
victim instinct dictates that she shall lay it at the threshold
and go inside for a minute for a last look round before
dragging it in. Fabre dragged it a short distance ^way
rvhile she was inside. She came out, pulled it to the
threshold, and went in to look round again. He repeated
his part and she repeated hers for 4o times, but she could
not jump to the next stage in her instinctive behaviour and
drag it in zaithout that preliminary look round.

The work of the Peckhams, more recent than that of
F abre, tends, as I have saicl, to detract in many ways from
the value of his work. Fabre proved more or less that
insects are perfect automata, but the American workers shorv
that their behaviour varies greatly among individuals. One
may be nervous and excitable, another calm and unhurried;
one careless, another neat and thorough; one suspicious,
another confiding. Their work leads them to the important
conclusion-perhaps as unwarranted as was F-abre's--that
" the old notion that the acts of bees, wasps and ants are
all varying forms of instinct is no longer tenable. " 'Ihree

tvpes of behaviour have been watched by them :

t. Instinctirue acts which are all complex and are per-
formed without experience, and in a similar way by all
members of the same race.

z. Intelligent acts which are conscious acts modifiable
by experience, and it is important to note that they claim
to have cpme across such acts in insect behaviour.
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3. Acts ol Imitation.

They took special care with their observations of the
species of Amrnophila in America so that they could com-
pare behaviour of the American species rvith the description
given by F-abre, and, as these show the remarkable varia-
tion between individual wasps, they are worth recounting
here.

By good fortune they were able to watch the seizure of
the caterpillars in the field. They saw the wasp attack and
sarv the repulse by the violent wrigglings and contortions.
The u'asp, however, soon succeeded in alighting over the
caterpil lar. and, grasping its body in her mandibles, curved
the end of her abdomen under the body and darted her
sting into the 3rd and 4th segment. Complete cessation
of the movements of the unfortunate caterpillar resulted.
Then the wasp paused and later plunged her sting into
other segments. Now she paused again (note-three acts),
circled above, alighted again, and with " great deliberation
and nicety of action " gave more stings in the abdominal
region.

This account corresponds more or less rvith Fabre's,
but there was No malaxation, and when the paralvsing rvas
over what Fabre described as a sort of dance of victory
with abdomen held high proved, according to the Peckhams,
to be just a thorough cleaning o,f the body. all parts beine
wiped by the legs.

Several others were watched, and the number of stings
they gave varied considerably as did the amount of malaxa-
tion. This is not greatly different from Fabre's account,
BUr, while Fabre insists that the essential result must be
perfect paralysing with motionless caterpillars, the Peckhams
found caterpillars wriggling violently when tht: wasp larva
bit them, and, while Fabre insisted on the supply of meat
being fresh, the Peckhams found great variation' in the
length of life of the paralysed caterpillars and that the lvasp
larva ate and relished dead caterpillars.

From their observations, therefore, the Peckhams con-
clude that insects are not perfect automata, although they
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do not deny the complex instincts involved in such actions
as stinging of prey, carrying o,f booty, entering of nest,
and type of architecture of the nest.

Ammophila, in its method of finishing off its nests, as
in the stinging of its prer, gave them the most convincing
examples of variation aniong individuals, for one was
hurried, while another, Iike an artist, took one hour in
cleaning up the debris and in stopping up the entrance to
the burrow. Most important o,f alr-one paused as if not
satisfied with its efforts and, goin g away, returned with a
pebble held in its manclibles and used it io pound clow' the
soil which plugged the entrance to the burrow. This, for
tool-users are rare in the animar kingdom below man and
the apes, must surery have been an act requiring reasoning
powers, and it is 'ot the onry onc whicb the peckhams
describe.

what are we to think, for instance, of the iittre wasp,
Trypoxylon, which buirds nests with partitions of mud in
the straws of thatched roofs ? She, like all wasps, is
troubled u'ith cuckoo wasps who pay her unwercome atten-
tion in the hopes of entering her nest at appropriate times
and laying their eggs on her stored food. she gets over
this difficulty by leaving her mate on guard at the nest
whenever she is absent and he drives the cuckoos vigorousry
away. Not often do the nrare wasps herp in the houservork,
but an individuar of this species had her husband so werl
trained that he guarded the nest dutifuily for lour days and,
in the female's ,, rush-hoss "_sf mid_dav_oacked in the
spiders for her to save her time.

Further exampres mentioned by the peckhams as in-
telligent acts are taken from the brack spider-hunting wasps,
spp. of Pompilus, which hide trreir prey in burrows in sand.
one went quite against the usuar rures governing behaviour
of its species and hung its spider up ii . grr* plant for
safety from ants while she dug her burrow. Another, find-
ing her spider too big for the entrance of the burrow, took
it and hid it in crover. 'rhen 

she spent 15 minutes creaning
herself, yet a, the time memory t<ept hir probrem in her
mind and finally she enlarged her nest.
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Even Fabre's Sphex, which in the experiments he per-

formed demonstrated to,him the fixity of instinct, gave the

I-'t.ckhams evidence of intelligence. Fabre's Sphex repeated

one little portion of its train of behaviour 4o tirnes, for

instinct dictated that this must be done before the next

operation could be performed. ' The Peckhams tried the

same experiment on Sphex ichneumonica, an American

sp., and found that,, after they had dragged its cricket

from four to seven times away from the threshold of its

burrow, the wasp learnt to go straight in with its prey with-

out the preliminary inspection of the burrorv which had given

the experinenters the opportunity of dragging the paralysed

cricket away.
One more piece of rvork which the Peckhams carried

out is worth describing. They, Iike Fabre, were impressed

with the power all species possessed of finding, without the

least difficulty, their orvn nest even if, to human eyes, the

entrance was invisible, or, even when the entrance \'\"as one

hole in a bank pitted with similar ho'les. They set out to

fincl out if a special sense of direction u'as necessary for

such accurate place-finding, and they came to the conclu-

sion that we need not assume that wasps possess any special

sense. This conclusion they base upon the following evi-

dence:

r. Experiments with social wasps which prol'e that

they find their way by recognising certain landrnarks and

that they recognise the entrance to their nest as a darker

patch in the middle of an area of a different colour.

2. Obserrrations on solitary wasps r,vhich go to prove

that these tinv creatures know the position of their nest by

surrounding landmarks.

3. Observations on locality-studies made by solitary

wasps before they leave their nest'
Wasps, they found, must memorisc :r picture of the

surroundings of their nest, for an individual of the g'enus

Aporus lost its nest when a leaf near it was broken off but

found it immediately the leaf was replaceci. Almost all the
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wasps they watched were disturbed by any change in the
appearance of the surroundings of their nest. Nlany of
them, for instance, were upset by the red-headecl matches
the Peckhams stuck in near burrows as their own guide to
the position of the nest they were watching.

The locality-studies made by wasps are particularly im-
pressive evidence. 'fhe 

Peckhams made charts in the field
which show how the wasps made elaborate studies of the
surroundings before leaving their newly-dug burrows. They
rvould fly off in ever-widening circres, then rise higher and
finally make off in a straight line. Second visits to the nest
required no such study-the picture once made was evidcntly
secure in the memory - and one individual sphex which
made several trial nests before finally completing a burrow
nc:ver made a locality-study of the unsatisfactory burrows
when it left them, but rnade an elaborate study of the sur-
roundings of the completed burrow.

These, then, are some interesting features o,f the works
of three great adventurers among insects-Fabre and the
Peckhams-and, as you will be wondering if insects in this
district can present us with such interesting probrems, .I
will describe to you a few of my own obse^,ations upon
insects in Dumfriesshire. They wiil not, I arn afraid, be
such fascinating stories as those I have just recounted, but
they will, I hope, illustrate to you that there are plenty of
opportunities for observers in this county of ours.

Meanwhile let us leave the solitary wasps and bees
with our minds still occupied with the question so neatly
put by the Peckhams : Are the wasps wiser than they seem
or do they seem wiser than they are?

A piece of sandy land rolled and sown with grass seed
in the hopes that it would become a lawn gave me my first
adventure among' solitary bees, for, upon the smooth, hard-
packed surface, innumerable miniature mole-hills appeared
in the summer of. ry34. These littre pires of excavated sand
were really more like tiny volcanoes, for they had a crater-
like hollow in the centre, and soon I found a small bee-in
appearance just like a honey bee-coming out of them. It
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proved to be the Yellow-footed Mining Bee. Halictus
xanthopus, half an inch long, with a dull black body and

rvith legs clad with shining golden hairs.

Often I watched the sand in the centre of some of the

craters heaving as the little excavators rvorked, and fre-

cuentl,rr I saw them return to their burrows with legs laden
w;th pollen. For a minute the sand would heave and then
rvas still, until, in ro minutes, the little bee returned to the
surface head first and flew away about her business. While

I watched over the burro'lvs in the full glare of the summer
sun I began to realise that some fast-flying insects with
shining black bodies were u,'aiting, too, and, later, I saw
these creatures pounce upon the bees as they returned home,
and, aftcr a brief struggle, the pair would lie peacefully on
their sides in the sand for a moment, then thev separated
and were gone about their business. Caught and examined

these swift-flying little fighters proved to,be the grey-headed

males-the fierce struggle had evidently been their idea of
courtship.

One at least of these bees was not good at finding her
nest among the myriads which covered my lawn, for she
plunged head first into the sand at one point but was up
again in a minute and plunged dorvn again a short distance
away. In this second attempt she was evidently more suc-

cessful, for her stay below was so long that it outlasted m,v
p:rtience and I did not stay to see her come up.

When I attempted to trace the burrorvs of these bees
in the sand I found it difficult, f.or the sand in which they
were constructed was so loose that thcy fell in when I

excavated beside them. Yet my efforts proved, at any rate,

that the little mining bees rvere good ntasons as rvell as
miners, for rvith some mysterious tnortar, probably their
own saliva, each cements together the sand in the cylindri-
cal walls <lf her burrow and even makes a rinr of cemented
particles round its entrance to keep the nriniature mole-hill
of excavated soil from falling in. I persevered and at last

succeeded in tracing one burrow to its end, which rvas two

inches below the surface of the soil and irad ^ tortuous



Aovexrunns Auonc f)unarnrESSHrRE INsBc'rs. nZ

passage leading to it. At the end the little bee had proved
herself to be a master-potter, for, out of a feu, particles of
clay, she had fashioned a tiny, oval cell of linely glazed
earthenware.

In the summer of r93S I u'as less fortunate, for nolv
the sandy waste which had been the haunts of the bees was
covered rvith vegetation and I sarv feu' of them until the
end of the season, rvhen I came across another well-
populated colony on a beaten walk beside a tributary of the
river ivith. It was too late in the season to make the
intimate acquaintance of this colony, hower.er, so I had to
put off further investigations until the summer of 1936,
when I hope to find out more about the habits of these little
creatures t'hose sole life purpose seems to be to .lis
burrows, builcl cells and in them to store a paste of honey
and pollen upon which their grubs rvill feed. Although they
are g'regarious their life seems to be a lonely one, and the
males give not the slightest help to their industrious mates.

That summer of 1934 seems to have been a good one
for solitary bees and rvasps, for soon after my adventures
rvith the mining bees I found that the wasps we had been
killing on the kitchen window panes were slimmer and had
markings which differed fronr those of the common social
wasps. In a day or trvo these wasps, *rhich by now were
very common_. took pnssession of o,ur living rooms where
windows were curtained off by curtains hung from rods in
the form of hollor,r' brass tubes. sitting there u,hen the
sun was out-all these solitaries seem to need the stimulus
of bright sunshine to make them work-we could r,vatch
them come flying, with low and powerful hum, through the
open windo'rvs, and, carrying either caterpillars or little
pellets of sand, they would go to the rods and disappear
head first inside.

These evidently were Wall Mason Wasps, Odynerus
parietum, members of a g'enus which Fabre had often
lvatched. It was impossible, unfo,rtunaterv, to watch what
went on inside the rods, but, by tapping them, I found that
the wasps bad been making mud partitions across the tubes
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and that into the cells thus formed they were carrying cater-

pillars as food for their grubs. In spite of the fact that the

caterpillars were as long and certainly as bulky as the wasp

she could fly quite easily with her burden, holding it with

her front pair of legs and her vice-like mandibles or jaws-

Fro,m an unfinished cell six greyish-green caterpillars with

black heads fell out, and I found, like the master-naturalist

before me, that, though paralysed, they were still living and

even passed excrement for the first few days. I was never

able to discover where the rvasps were getting their PreI,
but it must have been close at hand and plentiftrl for they

seemed to come with a fresh caterpillar every five or ten

minutes. I was especially disappointed, as I had hoped to

see, as Fabre had seen before me, the judicious thrusts of the

rvasp's rapier-like sting which, enterirrg the caterpillar's

nerve ganglia, puts her muscles out of action.

Fortune favoured me in one way' however, for some of

the wasps built their cells in the keyholes of chests of draivers

in the bedrooms, and I was able to remove the locks and

study the contents of the mud-walled cells. In them l

found, exactly as Fabre had described so many years ag'o,

the stores of paralysed caterpillars and the w'asp's ergg

suspended from the roof where it rvas out of reach of any

imperfectly paralysed caterpillar which nright rear and

struggle in its efforts to escape. When the larva hatches

it uses the thread by u'hich the egg was suspended as a life-

l ine up which it retreats when the caterpil lar it is bit ing

wriggles to free itself.

Each day the wasp grubs, which \l'ere fat and slightly

crescentic with a pointed head end bearing a minute but

effective pair of piercing org'ans, waxed fatter and fatter

as they consumed their food store. They evidently found

the abdomens of the caterpillars most tasty, for the head

and thorax they often left. Gradually they assumed a

lavender tint, and, in little less than a fortnight, one spun a

cocoon and sealed itself into its cell, one side of which had

been broken away.

In this cocoon it, and its cousins in the curtain rods in



Anvpnrunrs Anaoxc DuurnrEssHrRE Ilqsrcls. 59

similar cocoons, would sleep throughr the winter, so I left
them to see lvhat would emerg'e.

In 1935 I saw far fewer of these wasps, although hoies
pierced in the mud rvhich had sealed their cells showed that
something had emerged, but very common in the windows
was a very beauti ful ruby-tai led wasp--a species of Chrysus
-with green eyes and rubv-red tail, so i rvas forced to the
conclusion that, during those long periods rvhen my wasps
had gone about their business unobserved b_y me, one or
more of these parasitic ruby-tails followed thent about and
laid its eggs on the store of caterpillars the mason wasp
had so industriously laid by. Then the grub of the intruder,
ousting the rightful owner, rnust have consurned the stored
food so that ruby-tails emerged from cells which I had
expected to produce wall mason wasps.

In 1935, hovvever, I  came across another interesting

solitary ivasp rvhich rvas rvorking busily in the vertical bank
of sand exposed in a field rvhere sheep hac! been pawing and
rubbing themselves when irritated, I suppose, by parasites.
The earth thus exposed was pitted u'ith the burrows of
many individuals of the field digger wasp, N{ellinus arvensis.
Sand throrvn out by the digger lay in piies at the basc of
this miniature cliff, and I lvatched the females arriving r,vith
their prey-the males, as usual, were nowhere to be seen.
They came n,ith several kinds of flies carrying them with
the proboscis held in their mouth and rvith the body sup-
ported betu,cen their legs, and the fact that the species rvhich
they carried rvere chiefly those .ivhich haunt patches of cow-
dung helped nre in my identification.

\A.rithout the slightest difficulty-though their load u'as
not light-thev fleu' to their nest and seemed to have no
doubts as to g'hich u'as their burro,w amongst the many
holes rvhich lvere present.

I excavated and found that their burrows penetrated
nearl-v a foot into,the bank and that the angle of excavation
took them downwards to the damper sub-soil. Each burro,u'
seemed to have several cells on either side of it, although I
was never able to prove, orving to the all-to-easy co,llapse of
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their rvalls, where junction with the main tunnel had been

made. In some I found very little of the flies' carc.rses re-

maining, and these contained fat, shining, lavender-coloured

wasp grubs slightly curled into the shape of a letter C. In

others a full quantity of provisions was still present, and I

found that all the flies seemed to be dead, while curled round

the neck of one of them a tiny, whitish, young wasp grub

'lvas always present.

It was not until the end of August that I came across

this fascinating little colony, so the lateness of the season

prevented me from seeing what I longed fs 5ss-fhe wasps

running about among the flies which haunt cattle-dung and

suddenly pouncing upon one of them to dispatch it with a

ferv lightning thrusts of its poisonous sting. illy disappoint-

ment was all the keener since I had read a Bo,urnentouth

naturalist's account of the way the field digger wasp hunts

in his district, and he made the remarkable suggestion that

Bournemouth flies are too wary to be taken in by a wasp

running, in all apparent innocence, through their midst, so

that Mellinus has to adopt another method of attack. She

lies on her side, feigns death, and pounces o'n an unsus-

pecting victim whenever one comes near.

In case you should think that solitary wasps and bees

are the only group of insects which have interesting habits,

I will norv describe three insect larva whose behaviour I

have found interesting to rn'atch. All three are beneficial

insects, for the first turo, the hover-fly, Svrphus niteas, and

the golden-eyed lacewing fly, Chrysopa vulgaris, have larva

which feed entirely upon those disgusting pests-'aphids or

green-fly - while the last one, the glow-worm beetle,

Lampyris noctiluca, feeds in both larval and adult stages

on snails and slugs.

First, then, for the hover-fly. One cannot search long

among the hordes of aphids which, in Tune and luly, infest

almost all kinds of vegetation, sucking its juices and soiling

ir with the sticky sweat which (rczes from them, without

coming across a little leech- or slug-like creature which is

the larva of the hover-fly. This little creature with a shiny,
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transparent body-it is possible with a microscope to watch
its life processes going on inside it-about * irr. long, has
no visible legs or protuberances <lf any sort, yet by some
means it is able to move quite rapidly frorn leaf to leaf. It
has no need for extraordinary rapidity of movement, for its
helpless, cow-like prey sit, unaware of the enemy in their
midst, while they suck juices from plant stems by way of
their needle-like proboscis. with the pointed anterior end
of its body swaying from side to side, the hover-fly larva
approaches them and fixes itself by the broad hind end of
the body. With anterior end raised from the leaf or stem,
it seizes them in its microscopic jaws, tosses them almost
derisively aloft and sucks the juices out of their body in a very
short time, tossing the empty carcase awa,y as soon as it is
drained.

The larva have healthy appetites and must account for
large numbers of aphids in a season. One we watched
accounted frlr five in less than 15 minutes, and this in a glass
tube containing only a few " heads of game ,' which !!,e
had introduced Arnong a crowd of aphids it must work
much faster than this.

When fully fed-their colour, by the way, depends upon
the colour of the aphids they have been eating-each hover-
fly larva, as is usual with almost all insects, prepares for
the great change or metamorphosis which is about to come
and surrounds itself with a very hard coat <lr pupal case.
From this the verv different adult hover-flies emerge. They
must be quite familiar to everyone, for they have large,
conspicuous eyes and attract attention try hovering rnotion-
less but with rapidly moving wings over the summer flo,vl,ers
on whose nectar they feed.

The next insect, the golden-eyed lacewing flv, is rarer
but probably just as well known because of the striking
beauty of the adult. The long body is covered when at rest
with a pair of diaphanous wings which fold tent-like over
it. These wings are suffused rvith a delicate green tint, and
the large golden eyes which fill the sides of the small head
are so metallic and conspicuous that they seem almost to
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be artificial. Long urit.rrn* stretch backwards over the

bdy, ancl r,r'ith these sensitive org'ans the fentale searches

for aphid-infested shoots, upon the leaves of rvhich she will

lay her curious eggs, hanging them on the end of a long

ancl delicate stalk and fixing them in tufts together on the

trvig.

A girl pupil first introduced me to the draganJike

creature which is the lacewing fly's larva. So different is it

in appearance from the adult that no one would recognise

it for rvhat it is. It is active and yellow and brown in colour,

and its body is less than $ in. in length and is covered rvith

small bristles growing from a row of little tubercles arranged

along each side. The body tapers towards both head and

tail, and the spindly shanks are helped in rn'all<ing by a

curious suctorial organ at the tail. N{ost prominent of all

the structures its body bears are the ellicient-looking forceps,

rvhich project in front of its fl'at. sqtlare head. What a

fearsome appearance it must present to creatures of its own

size, as, with lowered head-the humped middle of its body

gives it this pose-and beady eye, it advances in search of

its prey brandishing its terrible jaws in front of it.

The leaves of the tree upon r,r,'hich the qirl found it r'vere

blackened as a result of infestation by aphids, so I pro-

vided the monster with some of these helpless, corvJike

crearures as companions in his glass-sided den. Their

minds set on plunging their proboscis into the tissues of

leaves to suck their juices, the stupid creatures took no

notice of the fierce stranger in their midst. He, too, rvas

slow to realise their presence at first, but tr'r''o days of star-

vation had sharpened both his appetite and his rvits, and,

turning upon his luckless PreI, he su'ept t'hem up in his

powerful forceps, tossed them aloft as the hover-fly larva

had done, and drank in their life-blood as he held them

there. Each time the transparent, sickle-like jau's plunged

at first into the aphid's arl-rdomen. and I could w-atch, with

the aid of a lens, the juices passing up the mic:roscopic tube

which leads from their needle-pointed tips to the punrping

gullet behind the mouth. Held by its abdomen, the little
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aphid kicked witdly with its iegs but all to no avail, for,
shifting his grip, the monster emptied all parts until what

a few minutes earlier had been a plurnp, green body became
a shrivelled, whitish empty skin, which finally was tossed
carelessly aside. The lacewing larva had not such a
voracious appetite as the hover-fly grub, for it only accounted
ft r five aphids in one morning. I hoped to see it doing as it is
said to de-sevsring its bristles as camouflage with the
shrunken carcases of i ts vict ims - but in this I  was dis-
appointed. So' decorated it must be the personification of

the " rvolf in sheep's clothing " which we read about in
chi ldren's stories.

Before the rvonderful transforrnation vyhich rvill make
the fairy-like lacewing fly out of this unsightly rnonster can
take place i t  must produce si lk from the glands at i ts tai l

and spin itself a cocoon in u'hich to rest. N,Iine, ho,n ever,

never reached this stage, for again I only came across it

late in the season of 1935, and as every day aphids \\ , 'ere

less easy to find it died tragicallv of starvation.

A glor,r'-wornr provided me rvith another adventure in
the insect r,vorld, and again my specimen was brought to me
by a pupil u'ho found it in the grass of a rvater-rneadow at
Tynron. These interesting beetles are not so co,mlnon in

S. Scotland as they are in the south of England, for there
the grass on warm June nights is sorr:etimes as star-
spangled as the sky above. On such nights I have had
many a glow-worm hunt, but though it rvas easy to secure
the females u'hich, with glowing tail, clarnber up the g'rass
stems and wave their lanterns to and fro to attract their
u'inged mates, I had never before seen the larva. In shape
it is l ike the female, and, as the common name shorvs, the
body is more like a worm in appearance than a beetle. 

'fhe

male, on the cther hand, is a typical sheath-winged beetle
with the usual large pro-thorax.

The long segmented body with segments almost equal
it'r size has a soft pale abdomen rvhich is slightl;r pink
beneath, and it is dragged along by the six rather feeble
thoracic legs which are helped (note resemblance to lacerving
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larva) by a rose-shaped suctorial organ at the tail. On the

head are piercing jaws, ztnd rvith these the larva attacks

its prey-garden snails or slugs. It goes about its u'ork

in wary fashion, brrt, 1s liabre pginted out, it is a nraster

of the art of anaesthesia, for one gentle tlveak by its jalvs

renders the rnuscles incapable of movement and after that

everything is plain-sailing, A ferv more tweaks and the

helplessness of the prey is assured, and the larva plunges its

needle-like jaws into the soft atnd juicy flesh. In Nature

several glow-worrns hasten to the feast so that it is soon

exhausted, but my glolv-rvorrn having everything t0 itself

found plenty o[ sustenance in one small brorl'n garden slug

elch week. It lay motionless beside the mass of food, its

mandibles buried in the flesh and slowly the carcase drvindletl

r.ntil nothing but a greasy smear rvas left'. Apparently it

f i rst pumps digestive juices into the rueal and so converts

it into a kind of soup before sucking it away'

Fabre describes this in detail in a case rvhere several

glow-worms were tackling one *.nail, l-rut I rvas onlv able

to watch my glow-worm at u'ork on shell-less slugs, for it

seemed to prefer these to the shelled snails rvith '*'hich I

stocked its cage. 
" I-et us leave them to themselves " ancl

their snail " for a couple of days, " rvrites F'abre, " 1nd then

turn the shell with its opening downwards. 
'fhe 

contents

fliow out as easily as u'ould soup from an overturnecl sauce-

pan." He goes on to point out how valuable this faculty

is to the glow-wortn, for snails can be killecl and eaten as

they hang to srvaying grass blades rvithout dzrnger of their

carcases falling off among the herbage rvhere the rather

clumsy glow-rvorm rvould have little chance <lf finding thenr

again. one of Fatrre's glow-worms, indeed, lvas so neat

at i ts work that a snai l  hanging upside down from the glass

roof of its clen was tackled and its contents drained without

the shel l  being loosened in the sl ightest frotn the glass to

rvhich it had been adhering.
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Fragmentary Notices of the Early History

Burgh Sshool of Dumfries.

By G. W. Sulnr,By.

Chairman-Mr R. C. Rnro.

fThis paper will appear in next volume.J

of the

l0th April, 1956.

The Ideal Burgh Museum.

By Nlencrny I. Pr,arr, M.Sc., Royal Scottish Nluseum,
Edinburgh.

Miss Pratt gave a long and interesting survey of the
origin and upkeep of museums in general, and then dealt
$'ith various aspects of museum r,vork, e.g.., arrangement of
collections, scope zrnd aim of museums, duties of curator,
etc. She then took up the subject of Dumfries Burgh
Museum, recently opened, and the gist of her remarks
follows here. The iecture was illustrated hy rantern
slides of diagrams, maps, etc. It will be remembered
that I previously reco,mmcnded '.r small museum shoulrl
be devoted to local history, local products and natural
rcsources. F'oreign objects are best seen in all their variety
in the national museum, but in no place is the local history
and naturol characteristi,cs of Dumfriesshire dis.playeil, so
why not do it thoroughly here? Efforts to collect prehistoric
and rnedieval antiquities, household and domestic imple-
ments now in disuse, illustrations of local industries, maps,
sketches and pho,tographs of o,ld Dumfries, Thornhill, Kirk-
cudbright, etc., can no,r,vhere meet with the same success as
that achieved by local enthusiasts. strangers visiting Dum-
fries will only have to visit the museum to find interest in
the past history, present activities, and future developments

6i

lD
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of the neighbourhood. As an outsider I cannot presume to

suggest to you what to display or what not, but perhaps you

r,vill permit me to illustrate a few general schemes, embody-

ing suggestions which might prove useful. Regarding past

history, Dumfries, Annan, Kirkcudbright, and similar coastal

towns were at one tirne seaports plying a regular trade.

N'todels might be made of the craft employed, indicating their

tonnage anC the character of their cargo, and maps shown

illustrating their routes and destinations. l'his is surely of

interest to a visitor, who now finds .Dumfries linked with

other localities only by rail, which is of comparatively recent

grorvth. I have already indicated that peasant crafts of the

past might be illustrated by the preservation of an old

crofter's cottage, etc. Photographs of these, exhibited along

with related antiques, would be of vast interest to the local

public. The forernost characteristic of this part of the coun-

try, to my mind, is its zrgricultural importance. This subject

in all its aspects should have a large place in a Dumfries-

shire museum. Diagrams (preferably coloured) illustrating

the relative proportions of grassland and crops, and the kinds

of crops grown, as seen in this and the follow'ing slide,

cculd be shown relating to Ayr, Kirkcudbright, and Dum-

fries, together with other maps shorving the influence of crops

cn the distribution of population. Arising from the figures

and distribution of grassland, one's next interest would be

in the stcck uti l ising the land. Here is another diagram

taken from a recent geography of Dumfriesshire, vvhich also

might be used in this connection. It 'rvill be seen from this

diagram that sheep-rearing is one of the chief industries in

this locality, and around this subject many exhibits of in-

terest to the general public (and the farming conrmunit,v in

particular) -uy be planned. I should suggest in the first

instance an exhibit ion of photographs showing the various

most popular breeds of sheep (itt the absence of stuffed

specimens, which are not desirable in a small museum on

account of their needing a lot of space), and explanatory

labels of their relative distribution, numbers and uses. The

Cheviot is, I believe' the most popular breed on the green
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hills of the eastern: part of the county, and the Blackface,
seen in the next slide, second to the cheviot in numbers, but
mainly found in the north and west of Dumfriesshire. cross-
breds, such as seen here, may be found in smaller numbers on
good farms near the solway. Follor,ving this, the subject of
the local tweed manufacture might be introduced with advan-
tage. Samples of u'ool at various stages during its nranufac-
ture might be shown and a small label attached. It is more
than likely that a local firm r,vould be delighted to supply these
samples-a healthy spirit of co-operation between one body
and another is alw-ays a great asset in any rocarit,v, ancl
proves to the industrial ratepayer that there really is some
vitality in the local museum.

A further suggestion is that in an agricurtural district
the museum might be a great aid to local farmers in battling
with various pests in the field which affiict beast and crop
alike. The scottish Journal of agricurture will give the
curator all he needs on the subject of recently discovered
diseases in cattle, sheep, etc., and their treatment, and also
the results of recent research of economical importance in
crop-growing, etc. Should specimens or further help be
needed, reference could be made to the nearest agricultural
co'llege o,r research station in Ayrshire (Auchincruive), while
publications and statistics could be obtained from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Queen Street, Edinburgh. Here are
two instances of what I mean. one of the greatest handi-
caps to the business of sheep-rearing is the occurrence of
various diseases due tor internal worms parasitic on them.
Half of all the sheep losses are found to be due to this
cause. Photographs such zrs this, showing svmptoms of a
particular infection, might be exhibited along with a concise,
explanatory label, and follo'rving it a specirnen tube of the
parasite accompanied by a photograph of a worm in situ
in the fourth stomach. A short note emphasising means
employed to prevent infection and treatment of the
infected animals would also,be necessary. Another disease,
which has arisen only in the last ten years, and of wide-
spread occurrence in Dumfries and Kirkcudbright, is one
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related to swedes, which form the only root crgp i1 the

dairying and sheep-farming districts. In the farms shown

on this map indicated by letters of the alphabet zo lbs. of

borax was applied to, the soil per acre shortly before the

turnip crop was sown, with very beneficial results. As a

result, at no centre where the infection was previously high

was injury to the crop reported. Raan is a disease causing

brownish stringly areas in the central portion of the bulb,

due to deficiency of borax, and experience has proved that

the swecle loses its sweet taste, since sugar in its juice may

be reduced as much as r 2 per cent. Thus raan-affected crops

are quite useless fgr shopping purposes. As noted previ-

ously, borax application is an effective means of preventing

the disease.

These two instances are among many interestinff cases

of control of infections upon which the curator nright' draw

for the exhibition of interesting material of benefit to the

farming community around Dumfries.

Before dismissing the subject I should like just to refer

to the increase of the heather beetle, which, I understand,

is making an impression on the grouse rnoo,rs here, as well

as in other parts of Scotland. It is not a recent pest, although

it is only within the last twenty years that the true nature of

the case was realised. The common heath of our moors

(Caltuna uulgaris) is attacked by a beetle both in the young

and adult stage, causing the heather to appear t r 1t651sd "-

in fact at one time frost rvas thought to cause the damage.

It was proved beyond doubt about I9II that this beetle

(Loch.mwa suturalis) f.ed extensively on the leaves of the

heather, in such vast numbers that areas of heathelwere

destroyed, rendering the infested moorland useless for the

support of game fowl. within the last year a biological

control has been found for the heather beetle. The crops of

some partridges when opened Llp were found crammed with

heather beetle; 933 were counted in one particular bird's

crop. It is quite evident, thereforc. that if the lives of

partridges are sparecl the heather bcctle rvill not only be

controlled, but even its extinction might be bro'trght about,
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quite inexpensively and without further effort. To my mind
the local museum is the place to deal with such problems of
economic import as those cited above. And rvhen this is
done and the curator keeps ahead o,f the times it will not be
Iong before local farmers, agriculturists, in addition to the
intellectually-minded and the children of any locality, will
acquire the habit of seeking advice and interest from their

and never seek in vain.
The subjects to be dealt with in a museum are unending.

I have only had time to indicate some nerv hnes of progress
rvhich might be made. obviously arts and crafts, local
industries, local fauna and flora, weather charts, chilclren's
cxhibits, etc., could all be dealt with in a similar wa,v. pub-
Iishing of guides and published lists of things wantecl, keep-
ing in touch with the daily press, wilr alr help to get co-
operation from interested members of the general public,
quite apart fro'm the members of the local scientific society,
whose interest and help can always be relied on.

In closing, allow me to wish every success to the new
museum venture in Dumfries. The observatory Museum
I saw this afternoon is on the right lines, mo.st charmingly
arranged, but a mere fledgling. May it g.row so fast that
so'on additions or a new building will be an imperative neces_
sity, and so go on from strength to strength untir it becomes
a vital force and blessing to all the neighbourhood, worthy
of its city and borough

, l
t

+
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Thomas lVatlinXf

LIMNER, OF DUM}'R,IES.

By Hucn S. GlerrsroNE.

fNorn.-For the sake of mol'e uniformity in size, this

paper has been printecl here instead of in the next volume']

It is known that 
'[ 'homas watling was one of the earliest

artists to portray the fauna of New 
'south wales and he

rvas als<.r the author of a book entitled Letters from an exilc

at Botany-Boy, to his Au'nt in Dumfrfes which was printed,

at Penrith, but published anonymously and without date'

I n t g 3 z I r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r l f r o m M r K . A . H i n d w o o d z
of the Australian fuIuseum, Sydney, Australia' in which he

asked me for any information I might be able to obtain as

regards Thomas Watling and, amongst other questions'

Mr Hindwood propounded the following:

( r ) W h o w a s W a t l i n g a n d w h a t r v a s h i s s t a t u s i n D u m .
fries ?

(z) What was he transPorted for?

(3) Oia he return to Dumfries after being in Sydney ?

T h e . . l e t t e r s ' ' i n W a t l i n g ' s b o o k s a r e a d d r e s s e d t o

his Aunt and are dated: " Sydney-Cove' Port-fackson'

Ilerv-South-Wales, May tzth, r7g3 " ; and " Cape of Good

['Icrpe, African-Coast, Tuesday. Dec' r?th, r1gr'" From

these we learn that, after being convicte<l by a Scottish

t r i b u n a l , h e w a s s e n t o u t f r o m E n g l a n d i n t h e " P i t t " ;
that he arrived at the Cape of Good Hope' via Rio de

Janeiro, that he escaped at the Cape but was recaptured

a f t e r a b o u t a m o n t h a n d k e p t i n p r i s o n S e v e n m o n t h s , a n d
t h a t f i n a l l y h e r e a c h e d h i s d e s t i n a t i o n i n t h e . . R o v a l
Admiral. "

It was surmised that Watling's trial must have taken

L LZt}r. APril, L932'
2 Honorary Ornitholo€iist' Australian Museum' College

Street, SYdneY, Australia'
sLe t te rs l romanen i lea tBota 'ng 'Bau ' toh isAunt inDum-

fries.
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place in rz9o, and the assistance of the officials of the
Justiciary office, Edinburgh, was accordingry invoked but
r ' i thout result.  I  then inserted a qu*ry in r{otes and
Qtaeriesa which bore fruit in the shape of a repry from Miss
Ida Leeson (Mitchei l  Librarian, I 'he Mitchei l  Librarv,
Sydney) stating that " original convict indentures in this
library show that Watling rvas tried in the sprin g of. r7g9
at the circuit  court of Dumfries. He received a l i fe
scntence, but the indentures do not state the offence for
lvhich he was convicted. "s f'his valuable information u.as
supplemented by another reply from N{r T. c. Kinniburgh
to the effect that " Brief part iculars of the tr ial ,  convict ion,
and sentence of the above are to,be found in the cale, loniart
A,Iercury, an Edinburgh newspaper, under date rgth Apr.,
rzSg- He rvas a limner of Dumfries and was transportecl
for fourteen years for forging notes of the Bank of Scot-
l and . "6

It was now with greater confidence that the Justicierry
office, Edinburgh, was again approached and I shourd
l i !<e here to express my rvarmest thanks to Mr Alexander
Rae for his very great kindness in making the most full and
careful enquir ies into the case.

In due course NIr Rae sent me the follou,ing :
" Excerpt from circuit  Minute Book re Triar of' fhomas 

Watl ing. At Dumfries, r4th Apri l ,  t7gg, before

a Notus and Qu,eries, lth August, 1g8g, Vol. 16b, pp. g0_g1.
5 Notes and Queries, Zgth December,lgg4, Vol. 16?, p. 46I.

It was not till some eighteen months later that Mr K. A. Hind-
wood told me (in li.tt., lgth November, 1935) that Miss Leeson
had info:rmed him that farther search in the Mitchell Lib-ary,
,-,qydney, had revealed fuller details of wafling's conviction anrl
that she was of the opinion that the term .,life sentence ,, (above
quoted) was a mistake in the hand-written list.

a Op. cit., t2th January, 1g3b, Vol. 16g, p. 82. (It has not
seemed neeessary to give the quotation from the Caled,onian
Mercury, 18th April, 1?89, in full, since official doeuments will
be quoted. The Dumfries weekly Journar, 2nd December,
1788' and 14th April, 1?89, arso gives a short account of rhomas
Tfatling's eonviction.)
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Lords Braxfield and Hailes, Thomas Watling, sometime

painter or limner in the Town of Dumfries, present prisoner

in the Tolbooth of I)umfries. Indicted at the instance of

the Crown and the Governor and Co,mpany of the Bank

of scotland with concurrence of His Nlajesty's Advocate

of the Crime of Forgery in rnanner mentioned in the

criminal libel raised against him thereanent. l'he libel

|eing read over and the Pannell asked if he u'as guilty or

not, he answered that there \^:as a Petition given in for him

submitting to a sentence of transportation. 
'fhe Petition

rvas read over and judicially a{hered to by the pannell ancl

to which the Aclvocate l)epute gave the consent on the

part of the Crown and the Governor and Company of the

tsank of Scotland. He u,as sentenced to be transported

to one or other of His Nlajesty's Colonies or Plantations

in America or to such part or place beyond seas either

within His Majesty's dominions or elsewhere out of the

same as His Majesty by and with thc advice of His Privy

council shall declare and appoint for and during the space

clf 14 years from and after the date hereof' "

Shortly afterwards Mr Rae sent lre a copy of all the
,, I)ocuments irz re Thomas watling "6a and when doing so

he wrote:
,, ' I 'here is not much in any one paper, but i inkecl

together they may be of use. 
'l'he-v are certainly ver,v

interesting. As Watling pleaded guilty no evidence was

led, but the Declarations etc. g'ive some indication of the

e v i d e n c e t h a t w o u l d h a v e b e e n l e d . I e n q u i r e d a t t h e
C r o w n o f f i c e i n c a s e a n y o f t h e p r e c o g n i t i o n s p r e p a r e c i
for watling's trial might sti l l  be in existence, but ^

close search revealed nothing' "

It is not easy to epitomise these papers but the follorv-

ing items are o,f interest. Watling was first " judiciall'i

e x a m i n e d , ' ' a t D u m f r i e s , b e f o r e J o h n W e l s h t h e S h e r i f f -
Substitute of the County, on zTth November' 1788' He

w a s c h a r g e d w i t h f o r g i n g . . G u i n e a n o t e s u p o n t h e B a n k

oa These " Documents 
" are printed in frrll in an Appendix'
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of Scotland " and he declared " that he has lived in the
'fown 

of Dunrfries all his life ancl has for sorne years past

been ernployed or employed irinrself ers a painter. " On

z8th November, 1788, in course of a further examination,

he mentioned the name of " his on'n i\unt May Kirkpatricli "

and this is not only interesting as revealing the name of the
person to u,hom his l"etters from an esi le at Botany-Rar
were addressed but is also important as a clue in subsequent

developments. On zgth Novenrber. r788, he l tresented a peti-

tion to His Nlajest,v's Justices of the }teace for thc Count,v
of Dumfries, asking them to authorise his l iberation : in
this petition he states " what ans\ver he gave to the charge
made against hinr he cannot recoi lect, but now that his
mind is cahn and his recol lect ion clear he says the answ'er
hc meant to givc n'as to this cffect that he rvas not directly
or indirect ly gui l ty actor or art and part in the crinre al leged

against him, nor cl id he, or in just ice could he, cr irninate

any other person; And i f  anything to the contrary hereof

fel l  from hinr rvhi lc under examination and rvhi lc his nrinrl

rvas in agitat ion and his Recollect ion deranged, l-re in just ice

to himself makes this appi icat ion for having i t  recal led, that
neither he himself,  or anv person nlzrv thereby come to any
further troublc. I{e does not know what proceedings have

taken place in conscquencc of the information exhibited

against hirn. But hc is advised that the crime of forgery

consists not simply in the attempting an imitat ion of a piece
c,f rvr i t ing, btrt  in putt ing the imitat ion to use l ' i th a fraudu-
lent intention, he has not heard of any proof being got upon
this head, and as his innocence makes him conscious that

no proof can be brought either of his forging the notes of

any Banking Company or individual person. or issuing thc

same; or causing them be issued by any interposed person

or his issuing or causing be issued any notes u'hatever knou'-

ing them to be forged; so he is lcd to consider his imprison-
nrent as being rvithout good grouncls; and seeing his
Informers rvill not undertake to bring a proof of what con-

st i tutes the essence of the crime imputed to him, viz.,  the

putting anv forged notes or other: writings to a fraudulent
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use. He humbly apprehends your Honours will be justified
in recalling the Warrant for irnprisonment and restoring hinr
to his liberty that he may not be longer injured through a
false Information. "

On r5th January, 489, horvever, 
' ,fhomas 

Watling re-
fused to say whether this petition was written at his desire
and on t4th April, 1289, he presented a petition in the
following terms :

" UNTO The Right Honorable The Lords Justice Clerk
and Hailes one of the Lords Commissioners of Justiciarv
on their Circuit Court at Dumfries.

The PETITION of Thomas Watling, Limner, present
Prisoner in the Tolbooth of Dumfries.

HUMBLY SHEWETH
That the Petitioner stands charged at the instance of

Ilay Campbell, Esqr., His Nlajesty's Advocate for His
Majesty's interest and of the Governor & Company of the
Bank of Scotland rvith conco'urse of His Majesty's Advo-
cate for the Crime of ForSerI, as particularly mentioned
in the Criminal Letters raised against him thereanent ancl
upon which he is to be tried before your Lordships this
day.

That tho' the Petitioner does not nrean to adrnit his

being guilty of the crirne libelled, yet he foresees that,
after being suspected and accused o'f such a crime he
cannot remain longer in this countrv rvith any degree of
credit and hope of satisfaction and comfort. thereforc
instead of standing trial consents to be transported forth

of this kingdom for such time, in such manner and under

such certification as to your I-ordships shall seem proper.

May it therefore please your Lordships to accept <-rf

this Offer of Transportation and to banish him accord-
ingly; and the Petit ioner shall ever pray.

(Signed) Thos. \,\ratling. "

It may be noted that the " criminal letters "-

equivalent to an Indictment of to-day - charged Watling
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n'ith forging, in the year 1787 or ry88, 
" certain promissor,v

notes-at least to the number of rz-for the sum of one
pound one sh i l l ing s tg . ,  or  onc gu inea each."  I f  he had
been convicted, Thomas Watling u'oulcl probably have been
sentenced to be hanged but his petirion was g.ranted and-
as has alreadv been stated*-he u;as sentencecl on the sante
date-r4th Apri l .  t78g-t<t fourteen years' transportat ion.

It  hacl been hoped that these papers in the Justiciary
OIi lce might have furnished the names of somc of Thomas
Watling's friends rvho zrre referred to--<tnly by initials-in

his book Letters from an exile at llot.ony-Ila5r : a list of
forty-five rvitnesses to be adduced against him is extant
and i t  could hardly be expected that these u'ould include
the names of friends u'hom he might have cited had he pleci
not gui l tv. I t  was also hoped that these papers might havc
given some information as to Watl ing's age and parentage

but this rn'as not forthcoming. lt is, holvever. remarkable

that, amongst the documents exhibited at his tr ial .  was rr
" Drarving Sheet announcing classes for teaching and
tcrms " as follorvs : " Ladies I and / Gentlemen / taught /
f)rarving I at I  Watl ing's Academy / Admission per month /
One Guinea. " This document rvas probably put in as evi-

dence of Watling's ability as an engraver anci possibly to

shorn' the similarity of the paper on which the document n'as

rvritten to the paper actually used in the making of guinea

notes of the period.T So far as this biographical sketch of
Thomas Watl ing is concerned the document is of interest as

7 I had hoped that I might have been able to give a repro-
duction of the actual forged guinea-note of the Bank of Scot-
land which must have proved the most inculpatory evidence
against Watling at his trial in 1789; this, unfortunately, is not
available. Mr Rae (Clerk of Justiciary) and Mr William Angus
(Curator of Historical Records) have, however, most kindly
supplied me with a photograph of his advertisement of his
I)rawing Academy (see Pla,te 1) which was produced at his trial
-doubtless as evidence of his caligraphy-and, through the
courtesy of the Bank of Scotland I am able to reproduce a photo-
graph of one of their guinea-notes of the period (see Ptate 5).
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indicating that he could not only draw but that he also

taught (or was prepared to try to teach) drawing.

In the absence of information as regards his date of

birth a professional searcher of records was employecl to

examine the appropriate Dumfries registers in Edinburgh

and he reportecl as follorvs : " I have made search in the

Parish Register of Dumfries baptisms r75o to r77S and

marriages I75o to 1762, for the birth, or baptismal entry, of

I 'homas Watling and the marriage of his parents; the only

entry found, however, is as follows, viz. :

t76z Septembe r rg: Thomas, lawful son to Ham

Watlin, soldier, baptised' Witnesses John Hepburn

and Will iam Donaldson.

T'here is no trace of any other children baptised to this man'

nor any trace of Ham's marriage in Dumfries."S

It is to be noted that, in the papers relating to Thomas

Watling's trial, his surname is occasionally spelt without the

final g and - in view of certain statements rvhich will be

quoted as regards his age - confirmation of this baptismal

register was most clesirable. 
'fhis is forthcoming in it

document in one of the convict volumes, in Sydney, which

has been transcribed by Miss Leeson and sent to me by N4r

K. A. Hindwood.e The document referred to is the certificate

of the Sheriff-Substitute of the shire of Dumfries of the male

convicts under sentence of transportation, to be sent to

Edinburgh for the purpose' dated 4th June. r78g' The

entry for No. 7 is as follows :
" Tho'mas Watling, bI trade a painter or Limner in

Dumfries, aged about 25 years, accused of the crime of

forgery at the Spring circuit held at l)umfries in Anno

u8g, but who petitioned submitting himself to a sentence

of transportation, and who was by the iudges decerned

and adjudged to be transported for 14 years from the date

of his sentence, being r4th APril."

It will be noted that this document gives his age as
,, about z5 " but it is clear that Thomas Watling was over

8 John Macleod; in ldtt,,8th April and 3rd July, 1936'
e K. A. Hindwood; in l i tt.,16th July, 1935.

+

q

!|



Tnoues Wiarlrnc.

twenty-six and a half years of age at the time <lf
sentenced to transportation.

4 ''i
l l

his being

I have already referred to the rnaterial assistance
rendered by NIr T. C. Kinniburgh rvho has studied the con-
temporary files of the Cale.donian Llercury with unexpected
results. The following extract which he sent me refers to
Thomas Watling and six fellow prisoners : --." Saturday
night [6th June, ry8g] seven convicts, under sentence of
transportation, arrived here IEdinburgh] from Dumfries, and
were lodged in the Tolbooth : "10 but it came as a. surprise
to be furnished with extracts fro,m the Caledonian Mercuryrl
giving an account of a mutiny, on board the ship " P"ggy "

of Leith, in which a " lad named Watling " had played ;-r
conspicuous and - be it noted - a commendable part. IL
appeared that the captain of the vessel rvas so much im-
pressed by his good conduct and that of one Paton that he
interested himself on their behalf with the result that Paton
rvas granted a free pardon.

It seemed certain that some official record of this
" pardon " would be extant and that possibly some mention
of Watling would be made therein. A professional searcher
rvas therefore employed at the Public Record C)ffice, in
London, and amongst certain papers dealing with ,scottish
Affairs, in the Criminal Section, she found full details of the
mutiny as contained in a letter from Robert Smith, Captain
of the " P.ggy " to \4r Peter Crelvclen, Ship Nlaster, Leith.

" On Board the Peggy At Spithead ye 5th July ry8g.
Mr Crewden,

Sir .
I rvrote to you Yesterday but being in haist As therc

was A Olficer from the Admelals Ship rvaiting on nre I
could not Inform you particularly of Our proceedings, what
Indewced nre to Come in here rvas perFect Needsesity, rvil l
you belive me rvhen I tell you that the Convicts Came

10 Caledonian Mercut'y, 8th June, 1789.
tt Op. c'it,, LLth and 13th July and 10th September, 1?89.

(It has not seemed necessary to give the quotations in full, since
official docurnents are quoted in the text.)
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to that Lenth of deffiance as to either cut their Iorns or

take them off with the lose of tl're skine of their Hands. I

u,as Oblidged to have 5 of the ring-leaders of them Chained

to the Learge Cadge in the hold, but it r'vas of No Use

As they cut their Iorns in the Night time, and they l'ryed

to Weary us out for want of Sleap by Singing and

hurraing the whole Night their Intention As I told You

before rvas to Nlurder us All but two to carrie the Ship

into A harbour and Escape. Judge than "vhither or Not I

had good reason to come in here, I no sooner Applyed to

the Admeral but he sent Orders for a Corporal and six

Men to go on board as a Glvard, and to the Southamptown

frigate to Convey us dor,vn the wind is norv rvesterly but

she sails to morrow and taks us in to$'e so that I atr.t

freecl from A Charge I u'ould not again t:rke in hand for

Any Money the Marines are Vitualed from their Ou'n

Ship so that we are At no Expence o,n their Acctt. I nrust

not forget to Inform You that the reason of their not

getting their wicked And Crerval plote put in Execusiou

rvas owing to Information Received from the lad Namecl

Watling who rvas Acceused of forgerv vvhich fronr his

beheavour since he came on board I bel ive to be false.

I rvas also lVluch Oblidged to lllr Paton for what Infortna-

tion he could give Me. it u,ill be An Act of Gratitude in

Me to do all in my pouer in their favour ,l,t Plymouth.

As I rnav trervly Say it is to these Men :rnd their parteners

I an] indetecl for N{y Own life and those of the Ships Com-

pany. 
'Ihe principal lten in the Plote were that raskal

Anderson the tll '<t Irish men and seven Others. I shall

write to you on My Arival At Ply'routh antl vou NIay

depend that no time shall be Lost there'

I  remain Sir Sincerly Your Humbl'  Servant

Robert Smith "12

Captain Srnith's letter was forwarded to the Lord Advo'

cate--Ilay Campbellls-together $ ith a letter from Messrs

rz Public Record Office; Home Office; Scotch; Criminal;

H.O. t02/52.
rs Ilay Campbell; b. 1734; Lord Advocate, L184; d' l82g'
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James Moirison & Co., merchants in Leith, who stated that
they had, for ar considerable time past, carried on business

satisfactorilv rvith Paton : and another letter fronr A

Sonrervai l ,  q' f ie-{ 'as an Insurer of the Transport,  to Ply-

rtr<-rutlr. against the hazard of the Convicts running away

u'ith the vessel "-l2d seen the convicts put on board and
had conversed with some of thenr. He had been particularl,r'
stmck rvith Paton's denreanour, and he r,vrites :

" I became so far interested in his fate, as to beseech

of Capt. Srtrith to shou' hint as much indulgence, on

board, as his cluty to his trust could safely rvarrant hinr
to do. Watl ing I had but verv l i t t le conversa-
tion u'ith but-front the Captain's letter-he appears to
have been equall .y useful in saving the ship's company as
u'el l  i rs prevcnting the whole convicts front being again
loose upon the country."L4

'fhis 
correspondence was duly fonvarded by Ilay Camp-

bell to Iivan Nepeanls with a covering letter, dated :oth

July, 1289, as fol lows :
" I)ear Sir,

Fronr the cnclosed Papers you r,r'ill see that rvhen the
Convicts fronr this Country \,\;ere lately on their rvay to
Plynrouth, a very daring atternpt was made by them to
rise upon the N,Iaster & Cren' of thc Transport, & probably
to nrurder thenr. 

'I'heir 
plan was fnrstrated chiefly by

nreans of ,\nclrer,v Paton, one of their Number-, for whonr
the enclosed applications are tnade. Upon enquiring. into
his history I find that he was reputed to be a Nlan of very
decent Character t i l l  the Necessit ies of his farni ly led him
to the Conrnrission of thc Crinre for u'hich he u,:rs sentenced
to Transportation, viz., stealing or driving o,ff two Cows
fronr a neighbouring pasture to his ou,n Corvhouse. I{e
has a rvife :rnd fanri ly, and I am apt to bel ieve that i f  his

rr Public Record Office; Home Office; Scotch; Criminal;
H.O.  rA2/52.

15 Evan Nepean; b. L75L; Under-Secretary at the Home
Office; Secretary of the Admiralty, L795; created Baronet, 1802;
Governor of Bombay, 1812-19; d. 1822.
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l,{ajesty's mercy is extended to him on acct. of the Service

lately performed, he 1r.v still rnake a good & useful

Nlember of SocietY-

As to \,Vatling \l'hqse llalne is also rnentioned, his

Crirne rvas deeper, viz.,  Forgery. He is a young i l Ian,

unrn;rrr iecl,  & ern ingenious Art ist;  he wil l  be an acquisit ion

to the ner,v cololy at Botany Bay, t[o' perhaps it gray be

right to recommencl hinr to the attention of those in Com-

mand there on acct. of the nrcr:it he has had in this late

aff.air. 
'fhe 

others ought to be narrorvly lvatched, particu-

larly the tr,vo So,ldiers from Aberdeel, who were very

unruly there & Anderson an old offender'

I have the honour to be

l)ear Sir your most obedt.

humble Sert.

I lav  CamPbel l .  
" to

As a result Andrerv Paton \\ ,as granted a free pardon,

clatecl 5th August, r78g,I7 but 
'fhornas W-atling received no

such rer,vard.

on 3rcl october, r7go, he aclclressed the follolving peti-

t ion, from " Dunkirk;18 Plyrno' Harbour" '  to Sir Jatrtes
' lohnstoue,  

Bar t . ,  o f  Westerha l l ,  Dunr f r iessh i re  :19

" Most Honottred Sir,

I anr truely sensiltlc th:rt this my larst 1x.lor :tddress,

Irlcl humblc petition. t.h<-r' not draw'n up rvith the accuracy

it  clerna6cls yet nt-rtu' i thst:rnding, i t  u' i l l ,  I  hope, aPpear

excusezrble front thc situ:rt ion of the lvr i ter, A tale of woe,

cven tho, f<tulr lecl on ignominy, I  haye been induced to

inragine your sympathetic bosom can beat responsive to

-i f  so, this n' i l l  not need unnecessary apology'

ro Public Record Office; Home Office; Scoteh; Criminal;

H.O.  102/52.
r7 Loc. ci t .
18 Thanks to the courtes5' ef

Museum, Greenwich, I am able

convict hulk of the Period, which
(see Plate 2).

the Trustees of the Maritime

to reproduce a woodcut of a

might well be the " Dunkirk "

le Sir James Johnstone, 4th Bart'

Januarlr, 1726; M.P., Dumfries, L784'90;
of Westerhall; b. 23rd

ct. 3rd September', 1794.
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In duty to the solicitation of my helpless Aunt & the
salvation of nryself, I assume the freedom. such is her
sirnplicity of heart as to imagine the great will stoop to
relieve the distressecl; upon that anchor do I at present
lean. she tells rre your honour rvill not hesitate to stretch
out your helping ha'd to save me; may kind providence
experience to nre that there is such a gooci remaining still
as Phiianthropy uporl earth.

AIas ! my story is long and conrplex; nor, tho' inno-
cent, and I master of sufficient language to tell it to my
advantage-Possibly your honour would hear it in unavail-
ing Dumfries, which makes me shudder to think of it.
The imputed crime is dreadful ! i ts present situation has
inade the very sound to carry deadly awe with it; but do
ns1-i11 l<ind compassion do not let the sound only cut
me off rvhile the tender mercy of your honour can redeem
it and me.

If then, your honour, on the other hand, has ever
heard of y'ur hurnble Petit ioner from charitable uninllu-
enced mortals, bv their character be the decision. Neither
a single rvitness, or a single action suborned against me,
could trace rllc guilty, for my innocenc,v rendered the
search vain; but over-ruling destiny that blinded me to
listen to cruel dissimulation b'ought me to this unhapp.v
period, & to implore your compassion torvards me the
child full of real sorrows and misery.

Gratitude shall ever be my glory and my boast: if
your honor should save me, it would make me the happiest
of mankind; yet I cannot but confess mv poor glory and
boast never could rnake an adequate retaliati.on for such
redenrption-still the little all in my power shari be sacri-
ficed in return and my prayers extended in behalf of my
very enemies.

Hence, most honoured Sir. if indigence and distress
ever had a claim upon humanity, I think from rny aching
heart your humble Petitioner claims a right to it. Cut
off too much, in early life, and rendered incapable of everv
good and laudable pursuit, whilst I barely exist 'Ihe
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dreadful vista of my future existence hars drawn upon my

depressed mind, that noue w'ho see me but would irnagine

I was fitter for the grave, than to hope for farther health

or happiness in this rvorld; indeed, the perturbations that

possess my soul damps every gleam of joy, and almost

hope the last remaining little left, either for myself or

giving a helping hand to a poor decrepid and declining

good and loving Aunt.

If your honour restores me track we would together

lead the residue of our days in obscurity from the follies

and vices of this transitory and rvicked rvorld-and every

darvning day and setting sun, ofTer up to the Father of

Mercies, a sincere prayer for your disinterested charity

towards us your humble petitioners : now

Muy the great God filI your Soul and incline your

heart to, continue as he has hitherto done in ali that

is truely brave and good, is, ancl ever shall be the

prayer of your ever faithful and humble Petitioner
'l'homas 

Watling.

Vlost Honoured Sir,

Should your famed humanity influence you in mY

favour, I  have the pleasure to say that no help w' i l l  be

a wanting that is in the power of nry kind overseer to

minister. Captain Groundrvater is n<lt mqre my Governor

than friend & confidanl-1vsre I happy enough to have my

iiberty rest ing upon the decision of him, or Mr Bradley I

rvould be one of the happiest mortals. "20

Probably Captain Groundwater and Nlr Bradley were

trvo of the olilcials on board the " Dunkirk " convict hulk

and there is nothing of any interest in this peti t ion except

i ts sanctinronious style which identi l ies i t  as zr typical piece

of u'ork of the author of the book l.etteys f ront nn exile at

Rotany-Ba^v.

Sir Jzrmes Johnstone received another peti t ion on behalf

of Thomats \,\ratling, frotn his Aunt N{arion Kirkpatrick,

dated z4th Novembcr, I79o :

zo Public Record C)ffice; Home Office; Scotch; Criminal;

H.O. 102/52.
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" Linto, the Honble. Sir James Johnston of
Westerhall Bart.

'Ihe 
Petition of Marion Kirkpatrick residenter

in Dumfries.

iVlost Humbly Shor.veth,
'I'hat 

the Petitioner is Aunt by the mother's side to
the Unfortunate Thomas watling rvho rvas lately on his
own Petition at a Justiciary Circuit Court held at Dum-
fries, Banished to Botanv Bay for a ternr of years, on
the Bare Suspicion of Forgery without the least pro-
bability of any guilt being adduced against him in the
event of a Tryal.

That the said 'I'homas 
Watling is at present a very

young man of unripe Years and was so when he rashly &
imprudently without the advice of council and friends
signed the aforesaid Petition he being then a minor at
least rvithin the Anni Utiles And the fact rs both his
Parents died poor and left him in infancy under the care of
the Petitioner zr woman never married anci in low circum-
stances, now near Fifty years of age And she was
induced to educate and instruct him purely from motives
of relationship and Humanity far above her abilities And
gave him the best Opportunities in her power to gain
bread for himself, and as soon as he acquired any Capacity
he on every occasion showed a sense of gratitude ancl a
strong inclination to the Outmost of his power to be the
supporter and Comforter of the Petitioners old age.

That the Petr. is well irrformed her innocent Nepheu,
is not yet entered upon his exile, But is on Boarci the
Dunkirk lying at Plymouth Harbour..

In these very distressing Circumstances afecting both
age and youth The Petitioner with humble hopes of Success
for relief of both the aunt and the nephew now looks up to
your Honour long distinguished for Gracious acts to the
public and individuals in expectation that your Honour
will be pleased to exert and use yo,ur powerful influence
to save the \zouth who may be the instrument of Comfort
on her declining l ife.
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May it therefore please Your Honour to consider the

situation of an aged woman and the unhappy situa-

tion of her nephew and to give her and him such

relief as to Your Honour in your great wisdom and

benevolence shall seem proper and Your Petr will

ever pray &c. Marion Kirkpatrick.
Robert 

'fhomson.

P.S. This my humble peti t ion is agreeable to your

honours rcquest of rerninding you when in

London. "21

This petition affords a few items of information. It

tells us that Marion fpreviously termed " M.y " 
l Kirkpat-

r ick was an unmarried wo,man and was l in tTgo] nearl l

f i f ty years of age : also that she was Aunt by the Mother's

side to Thomas Watl ing rvhotn she had educated as both his

parents died poor and left  him in infancy under her care
'[ 'homas 

Watl ing is described as " at present l  r?go) a ver]

young man of unripe years " 
1 and at the t ime of his makjng

his peti t ion for transportat ion Ir4th Apri l  ,  t78g' is saiC tt .

have been " a minor at least rvi thin the Anni Uti les. "22 It

zr public Record cffice; Home cffice; scotch; criminal;

H.Q.  102/52.
gz This designation is thus explained in Latin Phtases

a,nil Maxi.ms, by John Trayner, Esq., Advocate, as follows:-
,,, Anni utiles.'-Litcrally, years which can be used; years in

rvhich a right can be exercised. Both these phrases are most

frequently to be met in cases where a question of prescription is

at issue. Against any one fully able, during the whole period,

to assert and defend his right, the years of prescription are

anni continui; but as the loss arising from the currency of pre-

seription is considered as the penalty of negligence, the pre-

scriptive years are not so regarded in the case of one under a

legal incupacity to sue. If'an heritable right is being acquired

by prescription against the proprietor of lands, or if a title,

qu".tionrUle in itself, is becoming valid through prescription,

and a minor becomes entitled to that right against which pre-

scription is running, the currency of the prescriptive period

ceases until the minol is valens agere, i.e., in a position to

defend his right on attaining majority, although, therefore, the

CoDtinu€d on l[ext' Page.
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rvill be remembered that \,Vatling is described as a " lad "

in Capt. Smith's account of the mutiny on the " P"ggy "

and these juvenile descriptions cast doubt on the applicabil ity
ot the baptisrnal certif icate of 

'I 'homas 
Watlin (baptized on

rgth September, ry62) unti l this u'as confirmed--or at leasL
strengthened-by thc document already referred to23 in thc
convict volumes in Sydney. Flaving no\4; ascertained that
T homas Watling was an orphan in ry9g, the services of a
professional searcher were empioyed to see if an entry of the
death of his father and mother c<luld be found in thc Death
rcgisters of Dumfries betrveen the dates ry62 and 1789. but
this search was made rvith a negative result.Za 'I'he 

only
other item of interest in this petition lies in the p<>stscript
rvhich seems to indicate that Marion Kirkpatrick had been
in communication rvith Sir James Johnstone on the subject
prior to her actually sending him her petit ion which :1

lvil l  be noticed bears, in addition to her own name, the name
of Robert Thomson whom it may be supposed was her legal
adviser.

From endorsements on the documents it u'ould seerr
that Sir James Johnstone gave these pctit ions to Lcrd Gren
vil le,zs the Home Secretary, who asked the Lord lustice
Clerk to report on them, which he did as follorvs :

Mv Lord, 
" Edin' '  25th Decem' rygo'

I have the honor of receiving Your Lordship's letter

Note 22 continued.

prescriptive period may in reality have expired, yet as there
were some years which were not anni utiles to the minor, pre-
scription does not take place. On the succession of the minor.
the currency of prescription ceases, and only resumes when he
has become valens agere." A legal luminary has informed me
that the term, " a minor at least within the Anni lJtiles,"
might be translated as " almost a minor," and he would not take
exception to its application to a man of 

'Watling's 
age in similar

cireumstanees.
23 See p. 76, antea.
2a J. Maeleod; in litt,., L}th July, 198b.
zs William Wyndham Grenville; b. 25th October, 1?6g;

created Peer 25th November, 1?90 i d.s,p. 12th January, 1884.
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with the petition of l\Iarion Kirkpatrick in behalf of her
Nephew Thomas Watling both rvhich I herervith return.
As I was entirel; '  ignorent of the Merits of the case I not
being upon the Circuit at u'hich he rvas tried \;izt. Drunr-
fries Spring Circuit q8g. I applied to Lord Hailes be-
fore whom hc was tried for information & from him I
learn that in place of beine' adjudged to transportation
upon his own petition rvithout the least probability of
guilt being proved agt. him as set furth irr the petit ion, he
pled guilty no doubt in the vierv of his Majesty's Advocate
restl icting the l ibel to an Arbitrarl '  punisirrnent & which
v/as dorie accordingly. Lord Hailes savs that the peti-
t ion in behalf of iVatl ing has more assurance in it than hc
had met with even in petitions of that lrlature where much
liberty is wont to be taken with rnatter of fact & he thinks
that the only error in his sentence was that he had made
the term of transportation (viz. r4 vears) too short-The
proof upon which he was convicted viz. his own confes-
sion is of all others the most unexceptionable. The
punishment that naturally fell to be inflicted was death &
rvhen that is the case he has good reason to be thankfull for
the lenitl '  he has already met with & he has uo reasonable
grounds to expect meys-forgery of late years has be-
come verl; f l .ouent in this Country & it is certainly a
nrost dangerous criine to Societ.v cspecially in a mercantile
country where paper credit must of necessity be much
USc:d.

I lrave the honor to be
NIv Lord

Your Lordship's most
obedient & most humble Servt.

Robt. M'Queen. "26

These petitions failed despite also the recommendation
by the Sheriff of Dumfries (referred to in a marginal note to
Certificate by him, dated 4th June, ry8g) for his " good

z6 Public Record Office; Home Office; Scotch; Criminai;
H.O. 102/62.
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conduct and Behaviour during confinement "s" in Dumfries
Tolbooth. A document endorsed " certificate of caution
being found for the Transportation of Alexander M'Donald
& others-Convicts r79t," (in the Nlitchell Library, Syclney,
N.s.w.) shorvs that Thomas watl ing rnust have been trans-
ferred from the " Dunkirk " to the " Lion Hulk " at ports-

mouth;  as ,  on z3rd NIay,  r79r ,  he was commit ted thence to
the custody of " Edward Manning Shipmaster of London
Commander of the Good Ship Pitt. "

The next evidence we have as regards 
'fho,mas

lVatling's career is derived from a publication on
his behalf which was issued from a press at penrith.

The t i t le of this publ icat ion is Letters from &n exi le at
Botany-Bay and rvith it I shall deal later on : from it we
learn that he left England in the " Pitt " and this is con-
f irnred in a " List of Persons transported as criminals to
N e u '  S o u t h  \ A , r a l e s  i n  t h e ' P i t t ' i n  J u n e ,  r 7 g r , ' ,  w h e r e  t h e
entr.\' occurs :

" Thonras \4/atling convicted in Dunrfries Court of

Justiciary in the Spring r/8g : for l i fe. "2?

It is, perhaps, wor thv of note that his sentence is given
here as " for l i fc " and that Miss Ida Leeson has explained
a similar term-a{ recorded rn " original convict indentures "

in thc Mitchel l  Library, Sydney, I{ .S.W.z8-as a nristake in
the hand-rvritten convict list : her decision is confirmed by.
thc official documents which have been quoted above ancl
which show tha.t he was actual ly sentenced to but fourteen
vears transportat ion.

Referring again to his book, Lette,s from an exi.le at

26a flis " Certificate by the Sheriff Substitute Dumfries
Shire 4th June 1789 " is in The Mitchell Library,
.Sydney, New South Wales. There is a dubiety as to whether
the above marginal note refers to watling or to a fellow convict
Robert Ligget: as does also another note-in a different hand-
almost indecipherable: " He saved the when attacked
by the prisoners attempting their escape."

z7 Publie Record Office; Conviet Transport Registers;
H.O. 1111, p. L7L.

28 Notes and Queries,Zgth December, !994, Vol. 16?, p. 461.
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lJcttany-Bay, it is learned-from a letter dated " Cape of

Good Hope, Afr ican Coast, 
' I 'uesciav, f)ec' r3th, r7gr "-

that thc voyage to the Cape rvas made via Rio de Janeiro

(a route adopted in order to avoid the calms on the

African coast) and that he had made his escapc

from the " Pitt " : he cautiously says : " I holcl it

imprudent to commit to paper horv I have obtainecl

eniancipation. I  u' i l t  only say, t l rat the ship Pitt  lyes op-

posite nry windoiv, and means to sai l  bv sundav next I  after

when, shoulcl anv other vessel here tend to Europe, i f  poss-

ible, I r,l ' i l l procure a passagc-and be happy. "2e lr-r a letter

dated 
,' Sydney - Cove, Port-Jackson, New-South-Wales,

May r2lh, 1793," he writes : " iVIy' first letter per the

Atlantic,s0 I hope you have received before," and' in the

course of his letter, he says that he was re-capttrredSl orving

fo his betrayal 
" by the mercenarv L)trtr :h " :  his special men-

tion of the date-" z8th of December, r7g1 "-s1i1y indicate

the actual day on which his short term of l iberty rvas ended'

I had hoped that investigations, at Cape Town, might have

led to the discovery of details of his escape and recapturc

but I  have been informed that " enqtt ir ies made in the

proper off ir : ial  quarter regarding Thomas watl ing have beeu

made but no trace of a person of that namc can be found

in the documents deal ing with the period tTQt'r7g2."32

Watling-in his lette;:-goes on to state that, after seven

monthsl imprisonment, he was shipped in the " Roval

Admiral 
" which eventual ly landed him at his destination'33

2s Letters from, an enile at Botang-Baa, pp' 4-5'

30 ,, The Atlantic,' was a vessel engaged, at this period, in

the transport of convicts to Australia and presumably caruied

letters home on her return voyage'
sL Letters from an erile a,t Botang'BaU, P'2'
32 The Earl of clarendon (Governor-General of union of

south Africa) in litt., 10th August, 1935. The Cape of Good

Hop" did not become a British possession till 16th September,

1?95, .vvhen it was surrendered by the Dutch: it was restored

at the peace of 1802, was retaken in 1806, and finally ceded io

England in 1815.
3s Letters from an eYt'le at Botang-Bay, p. 2'
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and il is knor,vn that the " Roval Admiral " left the Cape on

3oth August, r7g2, and arr ivcd in Syclncl '  on Zth October

of that year.e The incident is refcrrccl to:rs follo,w's by David

Coll ins in his ln Account of the English Colony in .Yeiu South

Wales : " On the 7th, fOctober r7g2 ] 1'he Royal Admiral

East Indiaman, commanded by Captain Essex Henrl, Bond,

anchored in the cove from England Capt. tsond

brought on n'ith him f'homas Watling, a male convict, who

found means to get on shore from the Pitt rvhen at that Port

iri December last. and rvho had been confined by the Dutch

at the Cape tou'n fro,m her departure until this opportunity

offered o,f sending him hither. "34a

His book-f,s[.fsy5 front. an exi,le at Botatty-Boy-affords

meagre details as to' his fortunes in New South Wales but
h c s t a t e s . . \ , I } ' e m p l o r ' m e n t i s p a i n t i n g f o r J . \ ^ / - '

esq.35 the non-descript productions of the country.! '36 These
" paint ings, " being thr: basis of Watl ing's claim to fame,

will be discusscd later as rvill also the tenor of his book

rvhich from its verv raritv merits particular attention. In

:rn endeavour to follor,v \iVatling's ,iareer chronologically it

can onl,v be pointed out here that of the tr,vo " letters, "

printed in his book, the latest is dated " Sydney-Cove, Port-

Jaclrson, New-South-Wales, May rzt l t ,  1793," but, at the

34 Journal and Proceeilr.ngs of tlte Royal Australian His-
torical S,ociety, Sydney, 1920, Vol. V., p. 227. According to
official papers the ''' Royal Admiral " sailed from England in
May, 1792 (Public Record Office; Convict Transport Registers;
H.O. Ll/t and reached her destination in October, 1792
(Public Reeord Office; H.O. l0/l'); it may be noted that this
last-quoted document shows that the " Pitt " had arrived in
February, t792. The a.etual dates of arrival are semi-officially
given as " Pitt " L4�th February, L792, and " Royal Admiral "

7th Oetober, L792 (David Collins: An Aecount of the English,
Col.ong in Ne,w Sou.th Wales, L802, Vol. II., p. 31?).

3aa David Collins: An Aceount of the English Colong in
New Saut'h Wales, tr.798, Vol. I., pp. 236/7.

s0 [Probably John White, Surgeon General to the Settle-
rnent, who was much interested in its fauna; author of Journol
of a Vogage to new South Wales,1790. H. S. G.l

36 Letters from. an erile at Botany-BaA, p. 20.
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end of the book, a proposal for a projected book is dated,
from the same address, zoth May, 1793. Mr K. A. Hind-

wood has been so obliging as to send me a photographsT o'f a

landscape of Sydney, in oils, in the Nlitchell Librar,v there,

w'hich is signed by \,\ratling and dated t794,37^ and

amongst a co,llection of his paintings of birds, in the
Natural Histor-v Museum in London, a description of

his picture of the " Semi-palmated Duck " is dated
" 2nd, J.ny. r7g4." An account of W-atling's lraintings
u'ill, however, form a separate chapter, and the ahove are

only :nentioned here to maintain the chronological sequence

in his career so far as it can be followed. As regards his

so'journ in Australia, N{r K. A. Hindwood has inforrned me

that-in the l\Iitchell Library, Sydney-there is a record that

Watling was granted ^ " Conditional p41d6n "3?b in

September, 1796: it is to be regretted that this " pardon "

gives no farther particulars.s8 Mr Hindwood has also drarn'n

my attention to a " Landscape of Sydney in tSoz " which
" some critics are of the opinion is by Watling "3e and it is

to be regretted that the painting itself bears no signature.

Thomas Watiing can almost be regarded as one of the

pioneer convicts to undertal<e the journev to Australia, for

the First Fleet of Australian cottvict ships onlv sailed from

England to New South Wales in March, 1787, and reached

Botany Bay in January 1788.40 It might, therefore, have

been expected that his book-I'etters from an exile at Botany-

Ba1'-.rvould have furnished some interesting details as re-

3? K. A. Hindwood; in litt., Lgt}:^ November, 1935.
37a (See Front,ispiece).
3?b A " Conditional Pardon " contained a declaration by

the Governor, under his hand and seal, that the unexpired term
of the convict's sentence was remitted on the condition of his
continuing to reside within the territory of New South Wales
during the term of his original sentence.

38 K. A. Hindwood,; in litt., Lgtto. November, 1935.
3e Loc. cit,
40 P. Cunningham: Two Years in New South Wales; 1828'

Vol. II., pp. 69-60.
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gards convict life in Australia but these are meagre in the
extreme.

The letters, addressed to his aunt, dated tTgr and 1293,
rvhich are the principal contents of the volume, nlore
than hint at his hopes for emancipati<ln and it is ce r-
tainly remarkable that they should contain no reference to
his good conduct in the mutiny on the " P"ggy " in 1789
of rvhich, ho,rvever, his aunt rvould be aware. One urould
have thought, nevertheless, that in a publication of this kind,
Watling would have laid all his cards (especially the good
ones) on the table.

The Letters are also remarkable for Watling's pro-
posal to publish an illustrated book on the Colony and this
falls to be dealt rvith later. l'his proposal is not known to
have been realised and it only rernains to be noted that thc
volunre is interspersed rvith references to friends or persons
rvhich might have been helpful but-unfortunatelv for pur-
poses of prcsent-day recognition-thcse persons are only
designated by initials. It is of no interest to give a complete
list of these here but the follorving identifications have sug-
gested themselves :

Title Page (and elservhere in the book) " Aunt in Dum-
fries." Marion (M"y) Kirkpatrick: whc educated ' l 'homas

\Vatling and n'ho is described (z4th November, r1go) as
unmarried and " no$' near fifty years of age "; her address,
irr 1294, is given as " near thc English Chapel. Dum-
fries " '40a "1t" u'as alive in 18o6.

p . r 8 : , , g o u e r n o r P . . - , ' , p r o b a b l y A r t h u r P h i l l i p
(b. 1738: d. r8r4), f irst Governor of Nerv South 

' lVales:

founded. z6th January, ry88, the convict settlement on the
harbour of Port Jackson rvhich he named Syclney after
Thomas Ton'nshend first Viscount Sydney : returned to Eng-
land in 1793.

p.  20: , ,  
I .  I ,F_, €sg."  Wat l ing states z , ,  fuIy

employment is painting fo, I. T4/'---, ese. the non-

'r0a ffus Du.mfries Weeklg Journal,26th Mareh, L794. The
English Chapel at that date was situated on the sotrth side of
English Street; one wall of it still stands.

9 l
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d,escript. N>roductiotts oi the cou'ntrtt " and it is generally

accepted that these init ials designate John White (f l .

ryZBlftz4), principal surgeon in the First Fleet under Arthur

Phillip : Surgeon General to the Settlement : Author of

lournal of a Voyage to neTa South W'ales, published in

London in rygoi he left  Sydney, in the "Daedaltts." on

rTth December, r7g4.4w

p. 22; " Sir l .  ]-----," probably Sir . [ames John-

stone, 4th Bart.  of Westerhal l ,  Dumfries (b. z. ird

January, ry26: rt .  3rd September, r7g1\, M.P., L)unrfr ies.

aOb Doeuments in the Public Record Office, London, shorv

that John White served as Surgieon's Mate, "'Wasp," ?6th June,

1?78 to Z?th February, L779: n' Chatham," 1st March, t779 t<t

23rd July, 1?80: " Orford l' 24th July, 1?80 to 13th October'

1?80: [seniority as surgeon is dated 9th october, 1780 but later

is shewn as 1st April, 1?80] : Surgeon, " Sulphur," 20th October'

1?80 to 19th February, 1?83: " Cyrus," 28th February' 1783 to

l.2th June, L784: " Ariel," 13th June, 1784 to 29th November,

1785: " Irresistible," 26th June, 1?86 to 27th November, 1786:

recommended (by sir Andrew snape Hamond, commander at

the Nore, in litt. to Evan Nepean, 16th October, 1786) as

Surgeon to the Settlement in New South Wales: his commission

as such is dated 24th october, 1?86: as principal surgeon in the

First Fleet left Spithead, on the convict-transport " Charlotte,"

13th May, !787: arrived in Botany Bay, 20th January, 1788:

lhis JournoZ published, in London, 1?901 : applied, from Sydney,

N.S.W., 11th December, L792, for permission to return to

England on Half Pay: leave of absence granted and left sydney,

in " Daedalus," 1?th December,1794: arrived at Cork 28th June'

L795: on 29th July, 1?95 was in England: restored to Half Palr

5th September, L7952 appointed Surgeon, '" Spanker " (Hospital

Ship), 21st December, L795 to 1st July, 1796: " Princess

Augusta" Yacht, 15th August, 1?96 to 29th November, 1796:
" Royal William," 8th December, 1796 to 12th December, 1799:

Sheerness Yard, 13th December, 1799 to 23rd September, 1803:

Chatham Yard, 24th September, 1803 to 15th January, 1820:

superannuated 15th (warrant dated 16th) January, l82Az

f superannuation for Surgeons was very unusual; they generally

went on Half Pay only; White's superannuation was presumably

on account of his long servisg-ssygnteen years-in Chatham

Yardl : his name remains on the Navy Lists until 1824 but after'

that date is omitted; no cause for removal being shewn.
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r784l9o: to whom Thomas \{ratling, and his Aunt,
addressed petitions in r79o for his release.

p. 25: " Yo,u,r neu bridge and theatre I huue already
heard of , front. a soldier who hatl wrought as cL gardener
with th,e M___, and, p. M_._, of D____; and
uho called upon, me to see a:hether I could promote a little
cause for him zaith his commandfut,g offi,cer." It w-ould seenr,
from the context, that " p--- tr indicates Dumfries
and I have been sorely puzzled, without solution, by the
references to ,, the M__r and p,M. ,,, thereof.
T'he foundation stone of the Buccleuch street Bridge, over
the Nith at Durnfries, lvas laid on rgth August, t7gr, but
the bridge was not finished for traftic until 1796. I'he date
oi' the opening of the new Theatre lloyal rvas zgth Septem-
ber,  rZg2.

p. 2Z i " nl.y t>resent condition is chieil;v owing to the
Io'a reuenge of a certain milita,ry character, now ligli in
office." It has been suggestedai that this ,, mil itary
character " may have been David Collins, Judge-Advocate
and Secretary to the Governor of New south wales; he left
the Colony, for England, in September, 1796, and w,as the
Author of. an accourtt of the English colony in New south
lVales:  :  Vols.  :  r7g8lr8oz.

p. z8: " If there be a friend of nline tltat can yet
recollect nte, I would thank him or her for a letter
di.recti,ng it to the care of E. L--, esq..su,rge.on, aL
Sydney, N.S. IVales."  I t  has been stated that , ,  E.  L. ' ,
must have been Edu'ard Laing, Surgeon's rnate in the
N.S.W. Corps, u'ho was granted a piece of land at Camp
Cove, ancl u'hose name is still preserved in L:ring,s point,
lVatson's Bav. He left Sydney for England, together with
Surgeon General John White, in the " Daedalus, " on rTth
December,  r794.az

There can be no doubt that had Watling stoo<l his trizrl
in r78g and called *'itnesses for his defence several of hi.s

4L Jourrtal and, Proceed,ings of tlte Royal Australian His-
tofical Societg, Sydney, 1920, Vol. V., pp. 227-g.

a2 Tom cit., p, 229.
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friends, mentioned only by initials in his book, could have

been identified.

I have already gratefully referred tg the assistance

rendered by Mr J. C. Kinniburgh; I now have to thank him

for rvhat is perhaps the most unexpected discovery and that

is that'I 'boma.s Watli lg, on roth Januar,v-, r8o6, was charged

in Edinburgh, rvith forging and uttering five pound notes in

imitation of those issued by the Bank of Scotland.a3 I again

solicitecl the good offices of mv kind friend Mr Alexander

Rae of the Justiciary Oflice, Edinburgh, who sent me a copy

of the papers connected ',vith the case' which may be

epitornised as follows :
" At Edinburgh. roth Janv. 18o6. Before Lord

Flope of Granton, Lord Justice Clerk, Lord Craig of Craig,

and Lord Cullen of Cullen.

Thomas watling, so,metime Painter or Limner in

the Town of Dumfries, present, Prisoner in the Tolbooth

of Edinburgh : is charged :

In the months o'f November and December, r8o4,

and o,f January, February and March, r8o5, in the house

or lodging in the Torvn of Dumfries, then occupied by him-

self or in the house or lodging occupied by John Nilson,

then residenter in the said f'own of Dumfries, forge or

cause to be forged certain promissory notcs at least to

the number of 7 for the sum of Five pounds Sterling,

each in irnitation of issues bv said Bank (Bank of Scot-

land) and the said Thornas Watling in order that he rnight

be able the more exactly to imitate the said promissory

note did procure from Janet Walker, wife of the said John

Nilson, one of the genuine notes issued, viz' :-No ' 3z f 627 5,

and did by means of Anne Fining, then servant to him or

to Marion Kirkpatrick residenter, in Dumfries, his aunt--

feloniously did-' utter or sen{ ' one of the said forged

notes No. 32f6275, u'hich note he gave to said Ann

Fining and sent her s,ith directions to get it changed for

Bank Notes of {t '  or one guinea each, or cash' Anne

aB Ca,Iedoniait' IVIerauE, llth January, 1806'
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Fining presented the note to William Brand, Teller or
Clerk, in the said Bank of Scotland's Office in Dumfries,
who gave said Anne Fining in exchange therefor five Bank
Notes for {.t each. A second note was tendered to said
John Nilson which he uttered to William Lau,, Innkeeper,
in Rickergate, carlisle. Law having discovered the note
to be a forgerl', and the said Thomas Watling i' order to
prevent detection did write as follows :
' I)ear Sir,

Your goodness to me respecting the note which you
accredrted and which by your account seems not varid, I
ant thanlifui to you for; but if you will be pleased to remit
it to me by some hand that you can confide in, I will not
oniy ack'orvledge it by a certain signature I have put upon
it but remit you its sterling value, with the most respect-
ful thanlcs.

I  am, Sir ,
Y'our rnost obliged and obedient servant,

(Signed) John Neilso,n.
Dumfries, W-ednesday foreno,on.,

He uttered the 3rd no,te charged, himself, in the
otlice of the Branch of the British Linen Rank established
in l)umfries- 'I 

he 4th note he uttered by 'ending to some
p€rson-(unkno"vn)*-itt l)umfries, u'hich came afterwards
into the hands of f'homas Blavlock, Grocer in carrisre,
and the three remaining rrotes which were found-on a
search being' rnade-.in the room or house in the Town of
l)umfries, in which rire said John Nilson then resided, con-
cealed in the same and ' wraped ' up in -l pieces o,f waste
paper within the foot of a worsted stocking.

On 9th April last (r8o5) he did er-uit a I)eclaration
in presence of Nicol Shaw, Esq., J.P. for the County of
Dumfries, but refused at that t ime to sign or subscribe,
but later before saici Justice of the Peace he did then
acknowledge and subscribe above Declaration and also
subscribed another Declaration together with the genuine
note of the Bank of scotland and the 7 forged or counter-
feited notes and also subscribed the foresaid letter.
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r \ j u r y o f F i f t e e n A s s i z e r s h a v i n g b e e n i a w f u l l y
sworn; the Llounsel for the Prosecution proceeded to

adduce the following witnesses in proof of the libel, who

emittecl their deposition s 'uizta aoce in presence of the Court

aud Jury, lvithout being reclucecl into rvriting in tertns of

the Statute:

r. Robert Forrester, Esq., 
'freasurer and formerly

Accouutatlt to the Goveruor and Company of the

Rank of Scotland.

2. Janres l iraser, Esquire, Principal Secretary and

formerly 
'-freasurer to the said Bank of Scotland'

3. william Brand, clerk or 
'l'eller in the said Bank of

Scotland's Office in I)umfries'

4. David staig, Esquire, Agent for t lrc said Bank of Scot-

land at Dumfries.

\A/hereupon His Nlajesty's Advocate represented

that from the turn the. evidence already adcluced had taken

he perceivecl that he could not bring home the issuing of

the forged notes libelled, to the pannel and therefole |e

rlid not mean to erxamine any more of the witnesses.

The Lord Justice clerk then shortly addressed the

fifteen assizers, q,ho were irnrnediately inclosed and in a

short t ime retut'ued a unanimous vcrdict f inding the l ibel

Not proven on l,hich the Pannel was dismissecl from the

bar .  
t t

It is certailly a pity that the depositions of the witnesses

for the Prosecution sho,ulcl have been emitted " tiaa toce

. rvithout being reduced into rvritirrg," sa as one canno't

help feeling that watling was remarkably fortunate to get

of} as he dicl. It rnight have been expected that his previous

convictiol in ry8g rvoul{ have proved disastrous to him and

it is surelV noteworthy that both on that occasion and in

rgo6, one of the rvitnesses against him was David Staigrau

a 3 a J h g r e c o r d i n g o f e v i d e n c e i n t r i a l s - e x c e p t i n m u r d e r

cases--ceased after 1748.
l s l r H g w a s f o r f o r t y y e a r s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e B a n k o f

Scotland in Dumfries and Provost of the Burgh almost con-

tinuously from 1,783 to 181?.
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ergent for the Rank of Scotland in I)umfries. That it was
thc same 'l'homas 

\,Vatling is definitely proved by the men-
tion in each case of his Aunt, I,Iarion Kirkpatrick.

\A/hat happened to him after his acquittal is unknown
lrut his baptismal record of ry62 sho'uvs that 'I'homas 

Watling
rvould only bc forty-four yeitrs o,f age in 18o6 and he may
subsequently irave rnade go<ld. It is, perhaps, worthy of
rnention that therc is a watling Street in Dumfries but it is
not l ikely that this has anv connection with our hero (if hero
is the right word) as frorn cartographical records it is knorvn
that this street u'as not in existence ti l l  1886.

EPII'ONiIE OF DATES.
19 Sept. , r76z-tsaptismal record of 'fhomas 

Watlin.
t78718-T: \,V., in Dunrfries, forgcd guinea notes

of tsank of Scotland.
27 Nov., rZ88--:1. \V. f irst " judiciall,v examined,, at

Durnfries.
14 Ap., r78g-T. W. sentenced, at Dumfries, to fourteen

)'ears' transportation.
6 June, r789-Seven convicts (including T. W.) arrived

in Edinburgh, from Dumfries.
S July, 1789-Account of nrutiny on ., p.ggy," convey_

ing convicts from Leith to-Plymouth. in
u'hich 'f. \,V. acquitted himseft well.

3 Oct. , r7g-Petition for release from T. W. dated" I)unkirk " 
[Hulk] Plymouth Harbour.

24 Nov. , r79o--Petition from Marion l(irkpatrick (Aunt
of f'. 14,/.) shorving that T. W.. was still
on board the " Dunkirk " 

[Hulkl lying
at Plymouth Harbour.

2.1 M"y, rTgr--T. W. transferred from ,, Lion Hulk."
at Portsmouth, to " Pitt. "

June, r7gr -" Pitt " Ieft England with T'. W. on
board for the Cape, via Rio de Janeiro.

r.l f)ec., rTgr-Letter from 
'I ' . 

W., dated Cape of Good
Hope, African Coast, stating that he had
escaped.

z8 Dec., tTgr --T. W. mentions this date so significantlv
that it may indicate the day of his recap-
ture and commencement of his subsequent
se\ren months' imprisonment.
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Aug., 1792-" peysl Admiral " left Cape with t ' W'
on board.

oct.,'zg" -- 
*i["+itr#:#?:uro1"t""o 

Botanv-Bav,

Mav. rTqt -Letter from T. lV. , dated " Sydnev-
Cove, Port-Jackson, Neu'-South-Wales. "

Muy, tZgl--Y,toposal for a projected book : dated
Sydney-Cove, Port Jackson, New

South Wales. ' '

z Jany., ryg4-Description of " Sgrni-palmated Duck,"
by T. W., so dated.

r7g4_�Landscape of  Sydney, by T. 'W.,  so
dated.

Sept. , 1796-I. ry. granted a " Conditional Pardon "

in New South Wales.

tSoz-Landscape of Sydney, so dated, which
may have been bv T. W.

Nov., r8o4-T. W., in Dumfries, alleged to have
forged five-pound notes of Bank of Scot-
land.

ro J"n., ,8o6-r. 
,y,,*ril.lrn*lipurgh, 

obtained ver-

Thomas Watling's Book.

Reference has frequently been made to 
'fhomas

Watling's book of rvhich the following is the description :

Lettersffronx an exi'telatlBotatty'Bay,lto hisf Aunt in

Dumfries ; I giaing' a pa'rticular account of the settle'

ntentf Of Neut South Wales. lVl:ith the Customs and

X,[anners of the I I nhabitants. I lPrice--sixpence'f f
Penrith. : f Printed bY Ann BelI.

r  Vo l .  8  *  5  ins . :  PP.  i v ,  *28 .

l'his book u'ould appear to be very rare and I only

know of two copies : the one in the Mitchell Libtary,

S,v{ney, Nerv South wales; the other in the Brit ish Museum

Library in Lonclon.a& From this latter I had two photostatic

copies made, in rg3.5, one of rvhich I gave to the Ewart

Librzrry, Dumfries, as u token of gratitude to my friend

asc (See Plnte 3,)
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NIr G. W. Shirley fo,r all the assistance he has given rne in
this compilation.

Although the title page does not bear the name of the
author, the last page (28) ends with the rvords : " Your most
unhappy but most affectionate nephew 

'f. 
Watliltg " : and it

has norv been ascertained that his " Au.nt in Dumfries "

to whom his letters were addressed - was Nlarion (n,Iay)
Kirkpatrick.

The book is undated but it has been stated that it rvas
published in t7g4aa and it is certainly o,ne of the earliest
books on New South \A/ales. 

'fhe 
four preliminary pages

include the title page (pp. i/ii) and an introduction
(pp. iii/iv) as follows :

" The Publisher of the ensuing Production, sends it
into the \,Vorld for the tu'o fo,llowing Reasons. First: he
hopes it may contribute a little to the relief of an old,
infirm, and friendless \rvorlan, to u'hom it is addressed.
And Secondly : he imagines, the account here given of a
country so little known, may be interesting to some, and
amusing to ALL. With the original, which is now in his
hands, he declines taking any l iberty, but leaves the
unfortunate exile to tell his story cxactlv in his orvn
rvords, and hou' he acquits himself, the public must deter-
rnine.

The publisher has several letters from the sarne author
sti l l  in his hands: and should these n:eet with a favourable
reception, they are intended to be published, together with
a life of the author on some future occasion. "

There is no mention of the publisher's name and had
his intention been fulfilled a great deal of research and
speculation to-day would have been avoided.

The first letter in the volume (pp. t lS\ is dated :
" Sydney-Cove, Port-Jackso'n, New-South-Wales, May rzth.
r7g3."  I 'he second (pp. +16):  

"  Cape of  Good Hope,
African-Coast, Tuesdav, Dec. r3th, r7gr." These letters

44 G. B. Barton: Historg of New Sou.th, Wales, Sydney,
1889, p. 585: who gives the pages wrongly as 128 instead of 28.
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rvhich reveal a certain amount of education-couched in a

somervhat repentant but aggrieved tone and . irritatingly

sanctimonious-mainly refer to Watling's personal experi-

ences and have already been laid under contribution : they

are follorved (pp. 6lzr) by several extracts-possibly from

other letters-giving a brief account of the nature of the

country, the natives, the convicts, the method of governing
the Colony, etc. NIy object, however, is not to criticise

Watling's book eittrer as regards its general observations

or its literary merit : its early date of publication endows it

with the glamour of originality, but it must be confessed that

I have only considered it bibliographically in so far as it has

afforded details regarding Watling's life.

The title page shows that the boo,k was printed at Pen-
rith by Ann Bell but enquiries have elicited very little

information about the printer or the establishment. 1'he

Clerk of Penrith Urban I)istrict Council-N'Ir C. H. Huntley
--has most kindly interested himself in the matter and from

him I have learned that Dr. J. F. Flaswell (Hon. Secretary

o1' the Parish Register Society for Cumberland anrl lVest-

morland) has infomred him that there is in existence a

I)irectory for the year r78z rvhich contains the name of
" Ann Bell, Printer," under the heading <lf " ' [raders."45

Canon li. Byard has infornted me that the Register of the

Church of St. Andrew's, Penrith, contains the trvo following

cntries of burials :

ry88: Aug. 6. John Bell, printer. aged 45.
rTgg I Nov. 9. Ann Bell, rvido,rv, aged 98.10

This is all the infonnation I can obtain but it is not

altogether valuelcss for-if " Ann Bell, widotv," was its

printer-it rvoulcl indicate that Watling's book rvas printed

before her dcceasc ()n 9th November, t7gg. 
'fhat her name

occurs as a " priutcr " in a directory of. r78z is not of so

much nroment since, from its contents, \ve know that

\Vertl ing's book must havc been ltrintccl after r7g3 and it

't; C. H. Huntley; irt litt,, 11th April' 1935.
16 Canon F. Byard; in l i tt.,23rd May, 1935.
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has been definitely stated that it \l'as actually printecl in
1294, but this, I think, is simply conjecture exccirt that a
portion (pp. z1lzfl of the book--the prospectus of a pro_
posed " Picturesque Description " of Nerv south lvales-
appeared also in T'he Dumfries l&'eehtv lournal on N,larch
z5th of that year.

As I believe that books from this press are scArce, it
may be of interest to add that I have a copy of T'he rforatf
Instructor ; f consisti,ng ol ni,scellaneous f Essatts, / inecdotes, f
Poems, Maxints, &c. f calculated to I Infornr the ! tnornnt, f
Reform the Reprobate,fExpose the F'oll ies of the Age,l
create cheerlulness, f Dis!>el Melancholy, f prornote char.ity
and Affection.,f Encoura,ge the Inrprouement of ag.ricul-lture
and contmerce ; andf Di.scourage Indolenclr and. Extraaa-
gancav. f Penrith : I Printed by Ann BeII, f o, the Author, f
r795.

Thomas Watling's paintings.

'rhe 
basis of l'homas watling's claim to fame rests on

his portrayal of the " no,n-descript productions " of New
south wales. The subjects are remarkabrv varied; pre-
senting' lr irds, beasts, f ishes, insects, shells, f lowers, plants,
and the natives and scenery of New South wales. some
of the drarvings only bear his initials but others are signed
in full. 'J-hey 

\,vere obviously intencled as faithfur repre-
sentauonal depictions and succeed remarkably in that, for
naturaiists, primary requisite : their artistic value may not
be high but especially where scenery is the subject they
display character and have, of course, the merit of originality.
The illustration which I am able to give - through the
courtesy of the Trustees of the Brit ish Museum (Natural
I{istorl')---of his painting of the " Ciliary Warbler " re-
veals his delicacy of execution.4?

47 (See Plate l.) ,'Ciliary 'Warbler,': 
The Rusty-sided

warbler sglaia lateralis Latham (Inden ornithorogicus supple-
ment.' 1801, p. LV.): the Australian White-eye Zostarops
lateral:is (Latham) : the Grey-backed Silvereye.
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Paintings by lVatl ing, or otherwise associated with him'

have been found in three separate collections and the drau'-

ings in a fourth collcction are closely connected with his.
'fhe 

unacknowledged utilization of Watling's \vork b,v early

,uvriters on New South Wales, the long-delayed gradual re-

vealing of its iocus and of its importattce in the establish-

ment of tvpes of species, as well as the errors committed in

tlre course of that process, form a confused but fascinating

chapter in ornithological research.

It will be useful here to gather together such refer-

ences as Watling himself makes to his work. In his Letters

from an exile at Botany'Bay he says (pp. 8ig) when writing

about the country i " My worthy friend, Mr. H---', maY

reasouably conclude, that these rornantic scenes w-ill much

amuse my pencil; thouglr therein he is mistaken' The

lanclscape painter, may in vain seek here for that beauty

rvhich arises from happy-opposed off-scapes. I,

however, confess that were I to select and combine I might

avoid that sarneness' and find engaginq employment"' He

says (p. 13) " The natives are extremely fond of painting,

and o,ften sit hours by me when at work "; and (p' to)
" My employment is painting for J. W-_--, €sg' thc

non-clescript productions of the countty. " On p' z6 he

proposes that the fo,llowing prospectut4?a ef his rvolk should

be issued : " Thomas Watling, Principal Limner in New

South Wales, Extremely anxious to deserve better o,f his

Country. proposes, rvith due Deference, under the Patron-

age of an impartial Public, l'he Execution of a Picturesque

Des;cription of that colony; In an highly-finished Set of

Drau,ings, done faithfully uPon the Sptlt's, from Nature, in

\7ezzr:, Aqua-tinta, or Water Colottrs. That the subjects

attempted shall be partial and general views of Sydney, Par-

ramaftijtr ancl Toongabbe; romantic groves, or native groupst

ancl that, if possible, in the course of the work, curiosities

in orlrothology and botany shall be interwt)ven. " He further

agrees (p. z7) that the viervs shall be submitted to a com-

a?a This prospectus also appeared in The Dumfries WeekQT

Journal, TuesdaY, 26th Mareh, 1794.
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mittee of the subscribers before engraving. Almost at the
end of his book (p. z7) he adds : " lvly present condition is
chicfll' owing; io the low revenge of a certain military
character, now nigh in office. "

The " J. VV. " whorn \,Vatling names as enrploying him
in painting has been identified as John white, surgeon
General to the settlement and, as will be seen, thcre is sub-
stantiating evidence for this in addition to the identity of
the init ials of the nanre.

Joh, white sailed for Australia with the First Fleet on
board the " charlotte " which arrivecl in Botany Bay on
zoth January, 1788. He acted as surgeon General to the
Settlement ti l l  his departure, in the ,, Daedalus," on rTth
December, r7g4. Though he obviousry took a keen in-
terest in natural history it seems that he co,llected specimens
for scientists and friends in Englanci rather than for his own
satisfaction. \,vhite's lournal of a voltage to new south
wales was published in London in r79o, and it has been
frequently surmised that the illustrations were drawn by
Watling. The plates ar-e all dated zgth Decenrber, r7g9, and
it is clear that the book had been issued from the press two
years or so prior to watling's arrival in Neu, South wales
in October,  r7gz.4h.

This point rvas demonstrated by ilIr \Arilliam f)ixson in
a most i:rteresting article in the !ournal and, proceedings of
the Roy,i'l australian Histovical soci,ety in re26.48 Mr
I)ixson also suggests a. solution of the final statement quoted
above from watling's r,etters. David collins, a Lieutenant
of lr{arirres in r77o, had served at Bunker's Hill, ry75, and
at the Relief of Gibraltar, 1282, and, during the first four
vears oI watling's term in New South 

'wales, 
was Judge-

r7b white states [p. I.] that his " Journal was undertaken ,,
at the request of rhomas wilson to whom he addresses it tp. Ir.]
in a letter dated, from ,. Port Jackson, lgth November, 1?gg r';
the " Journal " only deals with the period bth March, L7g7 to
l1th october, 1788: it is not known who was the Editor of the
pu.blished work.

a8 Sydney,!920, Vol. V., pp.ZZ7-g.
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Advocate and Secretary to the Governor, which appointment

he held from ry87-r7g6.ae Co,llins published in London, in tu'o

volumes, in ryg8,t r8oz, his ,4rz Accourtt of t.he Englt'sh Colony

in Nc'a ,Sorfth Wales. N{r Dixson, comparing the plates

in Collins, book with Watling's projected advertisement,

suggests t l tat Coll ins ma) bc " the certain mil i tary

character f ' who indulged in a " low revenS'e " o'n Watling

ancl cieclares : " 'fhe 
description of the views \Aratling in-

tericled to at.tempt is so exactly in accord lvith the plates in

Coll ins' Account'  of the English Colonti  i r t  I{ew South Wales

that it would be foolish to ignore the coincidence.

Iispeciallv when rve learn that Collins held the positions of

Iudge-Advocate and Secretarv to the Governor; posit ions

that would enable him to set Watl ing to do the work or

calmly appropriate any pictures that tool< his fancy. With

the above information at our disposal, \ve may reasonably

assume that lvatling drew or painted the ' series of rough

sketches ' that \t'ere re-drau'n by Dayess0 and fix the date as

prior to September, 1796, when Coll ins left  for England. "5l

\{r l)ixson also indicates-as shown by the follorving extract

.-that Watling may have been primarily responsible for the

iilustrations in The Zoology of Neur Hollo"'lt' by Dr'

George Shaw and in Dr. James Edrvard Smith's Specimen

o f t h e B o t t t r t l ' o f I ' { e w H o l l a n d . s s O f t h e l a t t e r M r D i x s o n

states : " ht the preface to this book I)r Smith savs : ' The

figures are taken from coloured drawings ntade on the spot

and communicated to  Mr  
'Wi lson,  

F.L .S. ,  by  John Whi te ,

ag David collins: b. t756; Governor of Tasmania from

1804-10;  d .  1810.
50 lEdrilard Dayes (1?63-1804), water-colour painter and

e1g:raver in mezzotint; exhibited miniatures, landscapes, and

classical and scriptural subjects at the Royal Aeademy,

1?86-1804. H. S. G.l
st The Journal and Proceedings of the Royal Anstralinn.

Histot"i.cal Soci,ety, Sydney, t920, Vol. V., pp. 228-9'
52 Zoologa of New HoIIand. The Figures ba James

So'werbg; 1 vol' 4to; London, t794.
5s A Speeimen of the Botang of Neut Holland'

The Figures bg Jq,mes Sowerbg; 1 vol. 4to; London, 1?93.



-frrolrns 
WatlrNc. 105

Etq., Surgeon-General to the Colony, along r,vith
dried specimens, with which the drawings have in every
case bet:n carefully compared.' The preface is dated
I)ecember', U93; and the title pafie of the botanical section
is also dated r7g3 i yet there are trvo references in the text
to the follorving year, viz.., (p. 3r), Februarv, 1294, and
(p. :6), April, r7g4. There are further discrepancies in the
imprints on the pl:-rtes. 'Iwo 

are dated October r, r7g3;
three, January r, rZ9S, n'hile eleven have neither date nor
imprint. In the Zoology section, lr,v I)r. Shau', the titlc
page is .dated r7g4. One plate is dated r.8.rygz; trvo,
r . ro . r793;  one r .g . r794;  and t rvo  r . r t . r7g4,  u 'h i l c  f i ve  have
neither date nor inrprint (in one case it has been erased).
One plate \,\'as ' communicated ' b1' rVlajor Ross (p. 46), whcr
left l.[ew South Wales on r3th December, r7gr. White
must have serrt the dralvings to England, as he left Sydnev,
i r r  H .M.S.  ' f )aeda lus . . 'on  rT th  December ,  r2g4. "54

It is extremely disconcerting to find that a careful
examination of Coll ins' Account o{ the English Colony in
.Vezo Sorrth IAaIes fails to reveal anv evidence of ,, f)ayes "

having " re-drawn " any " series of rough sketches " either
by Watling or any other artist and the selection of illustra-
tions is so unexceptiorral that no prool' of a Watling con-
nection can be deduced from it. The evidence quotecl from
Dr. James Edrvard Smith's prcface to .,1 Specimen of the
Botany of l{ezu Ilolland which clulv mentions \!-hite fails to
indicate Watling definitely as the originator of the
" coloured drawings. "

We now colne to the next publications and the most
important of all in which use was made (as I hope to shorn'),
hor,vbeit indirectlv, of trVatling's *'ork. They are John
Latham's Second Supplement. to his General Synopsis of

6a The Journal and Proceedbtgs of the Rogal Australian
Hietori,eal Society, Sydney, L920, Vol V., pp. 228-9.
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Bird,sffi and his Supplement to his I'ndex Orni,thologicusffi

both of which books were published in r8or. Investigation

as to the source of information used in these Supplent'ents

rvill involve a description of the three portfo'lios which have

been alleged to contain Watling's drawings and of another

c<lllection rvhich contains, I believe, re-drawings of Watling's

originals.
fwo of the three portfolios are in the British ilIuseum

(Natural History) the third is in Australia.

The first, r,vhich had once been in tlre Library of Sir

Joseph Banks, is described as follorvs in the Catalogu,e ol

the Boohs, X[anuscripts, Il[aps and Drau,ings in the British

l|useum (Natural Hi.storY) :
" Watling (l'homas) LZ, foll. of Water-colour

drawings of Natives, Animals and Plants from the

neighbourhood of Port Jackson, Nerv South lVaies. ] fol.

F<lrming Banksian MS. No. 14, \ride Dryander's Cat'

Bibl. Banks, Vol. I. p. 253. Some of these are the

originals used in drawing the plates for John White's
' 

Journal of a Voyage ttl Nerv South lVales" r/9o."57

These drarvings are not by \A/atling. The fact that

fifteen of them were utilised in John White's Journal of a

Voyage to new South Wales is a proof of this as all

the plates in the book are dated zqth f)ecember, t78i,

and Thomas Watling did not arrive at Botany Bay ti l l  7th
C)ctober. r7gz. \{oreover it is stated, in an advertisentent

of the book, that " the drar,vings have been copicd

from Nature, by Miss Stone, NIr Catton, N'Ir Nodder and

other artists; and the Editor f latters himsetf the Engravings

58 A General Sanopsts of Bit'ds;3 vols., in 6; 4to; London,
1?81-5 i Supplem,ent, 4to, London, L787; Second Supplement, Ato,
London, 1801. (I have seen editions of this latter with title
page dated 1802.)

56 Inder Ornithologi,cua;2 vols., 4to, London, 1790; Stcpytle'
ment, 4to, London, 1801.

57 Catalogz+e of the Books, Manuscri'pts, Maps, and Draw-
ings i,n ths Briti,sh Museum (Natural Historg),' 1915, Vol. V.,
p.227L.
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are all executed with equal correctness. I i,e
Birds &c. from rvhich the drarving's were taken are depositecl
in the Leverian l!1s5sq6. "5?a

A careful scrutiny of these ,, 
Z, foll. of Water-colour

drawings " reveals that they do not resemble those in thc
collection next to be described-rvhich has been somervhat
loosely ternrccl the " \A/atling drarvings "-11,i1fi the excep-
tion of three, one of rvhich (the only one in the volume which
bears a signature) is signed " \\,'. L " It is certainly curious
that these should be Tho,mas Watl ine-'s ini t ials but reversed;
I do not think, however, that this is anything'more than a
coincidence. The volume sinrply contains a collection of
water-colour drarvings and is u' i thout any nranuscript descrip-
tion, title page, or any details to guide one to its provenance
It has been fully described by tr{essrs (iregory \4. \[atheu.'s
and rom Iredale as comprising " scventy fol ios, but each
side is numbered so that the f irst paint ing is numberecl r,
the second r, the third 5, and so on " :58 making a total of
r37 pages: there are, hotver,er..  tn'o f igures on pagcs r,  5,
T, rr,  and 65. I t  is knorvn that John Latham frequentl ; ,
described birds from sketches bv one General l)avies,i,e sp6

57a Jshn White: Jout.nal. of a Voyage to new South, Wales;
L790, p. [vi i . ] .

58 The Austral Aaian Eecord; LgZ}, Vol. IV., Nos. 4 and b,
pp. Lt4-L22.

5e Thomas Davies; of the Royal Regiment of Artillery:
Cadet, 17th March, L755; Fireworker, lst April, L7E6; 2ncl
Lieut., 2nd April, 7'i57; 1st Lieut., 1st January, L75g; Capt.-
Lieut., 10th March, L762; Captain, lst January, L77L; (Brevet-
Major, ?th June, L782); Major, 1st December, L7g2; Lieut.-
Colonel, 2lst November, 1?83; (Brevet-Colonel, 1st March,
1794); Colonel, 14th August, L7g4; Major-General, Brd May,
L796; Colonel Commandant, lgth July, 1?gg; Lieut.-General,
25th september, 1803, Lieut.-General Davies saw much service
in North America during the operations connected with the con-
quest of canada. At one time (while a Lieutenant) he com-
manded a naval foree on Lake champlain, and took a French
frigate of 18 guns after a close action of nearly three hours.
Lieutenant Davies hoisted the first British flag in Montreal.
He served as captain of a company in the most important

Continued on Next page,
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lllessrs Nlathervs and Iredale state : " the volume contaius

Iigures of birds described as from the drawings of General

Davies. It is possible that these are copies, or more probably

simultaneous paintings from the specimens from rvhich

General Davies' drawings were made' The paint-

ings call to mincl some of the ones included in the Watling

clrawings as if they had been painted by the same artist.

That u,oulcl negative their ascription to General Davies him'

self , but they could have been copied by him. "60 It is be-

lieved that it was Mr Jarnes Britten $'ho jurnped to the

conclusion that these drarvings were by watling - under

circumstances rvhich will be narrated later fsee page r r r ]-

and his conclusion has been shorvn to have been s'rong'.

The second portfo,lio in the British Museum (Natural

History) is catalogued thus :
,,watling (T.) [5rz original water-colour drawings

of the Natives, Animals, Plants and scenery (with maps)

in the neighbourhood of Port Jackson, New South lvales. ]

fol. [c. q88-gz.)

Some of the figures of the Birds forr4 the types of

J. Latham's clescriptions in the ' Supplement ' to his
' General Synopsis of Birds,' r8o2' "61

This collection comprises several paintings rvhich are

not by Thomas watling and the rvorks of at least three

distinct artists arc included. It is therefore unfortunate--

Note 59 continued.

actions of the American Revolutionary 
'War' 

During his long

service he had command of the Royal Artillery at Coxheath

C a m p , a t G i b r a l t a r , i n C a n a d a , a n d a t P l y m o u t h ' H e w a s a l s o
two years commandant of Quebec; he died at Blackheath, 16th

March, 1812 ( [John Kane] Li'st of officers of the Rogal Regi.

ment of Artitlergt,' Woolwich, 1869, pp' ? and 167') How far

Lieut.-iieneral Davies is to be regarded as an ornithologist may

be questionable, but he certainly supplied John Latham with a

considerable amount of material information from distant lands'

60 Th,e Austral Aaian Record; 1920, Vol' IV', Nos' 4 and 5'

pp. 120-1.
6L Catalogue of the Boolcs, Marruscripts, Maps, and, Draw'

ings in the Brit'ieh Museum (Natural Historg),' 1916, Vol' V''

p .221 t .
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not to say misleading - that the collection should be so
generally known as the " Watling dra.w'in[fs.', In many
instances more than one painting (often closely arike in
compo,sition and execution) illustrates one particular bird
and only one painting, or rather its description, is clated :
that of the " Semi-pahnated Duck, " which bears date
" z Jany. r7g+." I agree with iVlessrs Gregory tll. Matheu.s
and Tom Iredale in their staternent that : ', I'he paintings
made by Watling himself are nearly all signed 1'. Watling.
or Thos. Watling, tvhereas none of the others have any
signature whatever. N{oreover, in connection rvith many of
Watling's paintings notes concerning the birds are given,
but none appear on the ones not painted by Watling.,,

[This is not co,rrect : many of the paintings which are not by
Watling are annotated. ] 

" The workmanship is quite
different, so that the pictures can be separated rvith ease
without reference to the signatures. "62 In this collection
the pictures of birds alone are indexed to the number of 295
but some of these are now nrissing. It must be adclecl-or
rather emphasized-that this collection is the onlv one rvhich
contains any paintings bearing Watling's signnture.

This volume was acquired after the receipt of the fol-
lorving letter :

" r4th May rgoz.
'I.'he 

Director
Brit ish Museum.

78, Warrvick Gardens,
Kensington.

Sir,
I have a portf<llio of drawings in coior of the natives,

animals, birds (about z7o) fishes, insects &c. and plants
and llowers of Australia made by an artist 'Ihomas

Watling in the years 1788 to 1292, which I norv wish to
dispose of & thinking it might be of interest to the
Museum I shall be happy to send it for vorrr inspection
should you think it worth while.

'l'he 
Artist was sent out by my gt. grandfather, James

62 The Austral Aaian Reeord; 1922, Vol. V., No. 1, p. 23.
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Lee,62u of the Vineyarcl Nursery, Hammersmith (the

author of Lee's Introduction to Botany) rvith a vierv t<-r

publishing a rvork on the subject but orving to his death

this u,as never done & the portfoiio has retnained in rlry

family ever since. It also contains a few drawings of

Sydney consisting of a few huts, the Governor's house, &c'

I  am, Sir,

Yours ohedientlY,

Jarnes L,ee. "

I)r Sharpe, rvhen describilg the National collection of

Birds, writes as fol lows :
. ,  of addit ional interest to Latham's publ ished works,

which give us an ides of the contents of the bird-cases in

the Brit ish Museum in the latter half  of the eighteenth

c:enturv; is thr: naming of certain ; \ustral iap birds in the

Supplemenfs to the Syrzopsis and to the Index Ornitholo-

gictt,s. Up to the present time, it has never been knowtl

where l,atham obtained the material for describing so

many Australian, or, as they were then called, 
' New

Holland '  birds.

In rgo2 the Vluseum acquired from Mr James Lee,

a granclsgn of the famous hort iculturist of Hammersmith,

ozr [James Lee; b. 1?15; nurseryman' introduced man]-

r:xotic plants, including the fuchsia, into England, correspondent

of Linneus whose works he translated into English 1760; d.

1795. He is mentioned as follows in Tlve Voyage of Gooernor

Irhilli,p to Botang Baa; with, an Account of the Establishment

oj' thi Colonies of Port Jaclcson & Norfolk Island; co'mpiled' front

Auth,entic papeis, whiclt, haue been obtaine(I from the seaet'al

Departments, &c., London, 1?89, at pp' 294'5: 
'" Of the plants

in general which have been brought from Botany Bay, and the

adjacent country, no notice has been taken in this work, as it

rvould have led to such a detail as must too considerably have

extended its limits. Many of them are now to be seen in the

highest perfection at the nursery gardens of that eminent and

learned botanist, Mr Lee, of Hammersmith: who still retains

erroug:h of zea! for his favourite science, to regret that the dis-

covery of those countries was not made at a period of his life'

when he could have gone personally to reap the glorious harvest

they afford." H' S. G.l
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a large volume of paintings executed for the latter by one
of his collectors, Thomas Watling, between r7gg and
r7g2. These draw.ings had evidently been shown to
Latham, who named most of the birds, and seems to have
referred to these pictures as ' Mr Lambert's Drawings.'
They do not seem, however, to have been Lambert's pro-
perty at any time.

The types of Latham's species are, in fact, founded
on these drawings of Watling's.

The co,llector was sent to New South Wales by Mr
Lee, and some of the illustrations in \,Vhite's lou.rnal ol a
Voyage to it{ew South Wales in r7go were drarvn by
watling', who refr:rs to \,vhite in his volume of paintings.
Cf . Hi,st. CoII. IJrit. Mus. (rV.IJ.), i., p. 5z (Libraries).

NIr James Britten, r,r'ho has examinecl the series of
drarvings, has pubiished the following interesting note
(lourn. Botany, xl., p. 3oz (tgoz)) : , The Brit ish lVluseu'r
has lately acquired a very interesting vorume containing
drawings in coiour of the animals and prants of Australia,
nrade by Thomas \A/atling in ry88-r7gz. Watling was
sent out by James Lee of Hammersmith (front u,hose
great-grandson, bearing the same names, the collection
was purchased), with a view to obtaining material for a
hook on the natural history of th,: countr.y.

Apart from its contents, the volu're is interesting
on account of the light whiclr it throws upon an entry on
p. 253, vol. i.. of Dryander's ', Catalogue of thc Banksian
Library " : this runs. " V-olumen folioru ffi Zo, continens
figuras animaiium et plantarum pictas quas in Nova
cambria prope Port Jackson delineavit Edgar Thomas
Dell. "

In Banks' copy6J the last four words are struck
out, and a compaiison of the volurne with the one acquired

63 [This is in the Natural History Museum (Department of
Botany) south Kensington, London. The printed octavo eata-
logte-catalogus Bibliotheca Historico-Naturaris : J. Banks-
has been inlaid to folio and bears additions and emendations in
the manuscript of the cataloguer, Jonas Dryander.. H. S. G.]

l l t
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from Nlr Lee shows that it is the work of the same artist'

\Vatling lvas acquaintecl rvith John White (" Surgeon-

General to the Settlement "), *'ho sent plants to Smith, and

published in r79o his lountal of a Voyage to New Sott'tlt

IVales,. one or two of watling's drawings were executed

tor Wltite.
'fhe newly acquired volume contains several vie$'s

of Sydne.y, rvhich are o1' great interest''

A t t a c h e d t o t h e d r a w i n g s o , f b i r d s i s a | i s t o f t h e
species, with the following announcement' probably in the

handwriting of tMr James Lee himself : ' 'fhis 
catalogue

rvas wrote by Dr Latham, author of the General Synopsi,s

of  Birds. '  "64

Irr view of our present information the version of the

origin of the volume given by Lee must be discounted'

Lee's great-grandfather, it may be noted, died in r79S' about

two years after watling's arrival in Australia as a convict'

I have already dealt with NIr James Britten's erroneous note

as to the provenance of the" Volumen foliorum 7o 
" from

the Banks collection. with Dr sharpe's speculation that

Latharn had seen this volume and referred to the contents

a S . . M r I , a m b e r t ' s d r a w i n g s ' ' I s h a l l d e a l l a t e r . A t a
later stage also the cleletion of part of the entry in Sir Joseph

B a n k s , c o p y o f D r y a r r c l e r ' s . . C a t a l o g u e o f t h e B a n k s i a n
Library " wili receivc attention'

' fhe th i rdpor t fo l iowh ichhasre turnedto thecount ryo f

its origin .nd is in the Mitchell Library, Sydney' \'tr K' A'

Hindr,vood designates thc " Sytlnev " set ltd 
states it

" was purchurJd by the pubiic Library o'f New South

Wales from a London bookseller, in 1887, for twenty-five

quineas. Nothing definite is known of their earlier where-

,,ttr.rtr; no signatures appear on the drawings which are

certainly by slrre,al artists, and onlv two of which bear

c l a t c s . o n e , t h e e i g h t i e t h i n t h e i r p r e s e n t a r r a n g e m e n t '
is dated December, |7gl; the other, the third in the volume,

o4 Histor| of the Collections contailrcil in th'e Notw'al

t l i s t o r y D e p a r t m e n t s o f t h e B r i t i e h M u a e u m ; 1 R 0 6 , V o l . I I . '
pp. 107-109.
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June, r7g2. N{ost of them are annotated with brief
pencilled notes in several handwritings, w'hich differ from
those of the artists, who rarely gave more than the relative
size of the painting. "6s

I now revert to the question of Mr Lambert's drawings
over which a considerable amount of confusion has arisen,
due, it lvould appear, to a lapse of menrory on the part of
Dr. R. ISou'dler Sharpe.

So itxg ago as 1843 it was recognised that Latham
used what are known as " \{r Lambert's drawings. "

I'hese lravc been described as " comprising zt4 paintings of
birds, onc lanclscapc of Ncrfolk Island, and ten i l lustra-
tions of mamnals, [u'hich] have never been completely
catalogucd. In 1842, G. R. Gray (.4nn. tr:[a,g. Nat. Hist.,
Lond.)66, u'hosc brother supposed the arrtist to be White,
determinecl rr; specics. A further examination was con-

ducted by H, E. Strickland, assisted b;r John Gould.
' l-hese very important paintings are rnounted in three

volurnes, and were at one time in the possession of Aylmer
Bourke Larnbert,6s* then Secretary to the Linnean Society of
l-ondon, from whom they passed to the Earl of Derby, in
ri,hose librarv they are to-day. "6? \ft' N. B. Kinnear, of

es The Emu,; Melbourne, 1931, VoI. XXXI., p. 100.
66 Annals and Magazi,ne of Natural Historg; London, 1843,

Vol. XI., pp. 189-194. [G. R. Gray's communication was dated
L4th December, L842.1

e0a [Aylmer Bourke Lambert; b. L76L; botanist; educated
at St. Mary Hall, Oxford; an original F.L.S., 1788; and vice-
president, 1796-L842; contributed papers on zoology and botany
to its Transacti,ons,' F.R.S., 1791i A Descri,ption of the genus
Cinch,ona his first independent work, L797; chief work a mono-
graph of the genus Pinus (Vol. I., 1803; Vol. II., t824; Vol. III.,
1837) ; d,. 1842. H. S. G.l

a7 fAylmer Bourke Lambert's library was sold, in Londou
by Mr Sotheby, on 18th/20th April, 1842, and realised $1105 ls
0d. n'Lot 444: New South 

'Wales; 
225 most beautiful draw-

rngs in colour, of the Quadrupeds and Birds of New South
Wales, with the names of the Birds inserted in pencil by Jo.
Latham and an Autograph letter from him to A. B. Lambert,

COut'inued on Next ['tgo.
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the Natural l l istory' Museum, London, has informed me

that all these painti4gs are unsigned and include four paint-

ings r,','hich are not in a similar collection-of what have

been referred to as the " Watling drawings "-in the

Itritish Museum (Natural History) London.ffi At this

juncture I should like to express my special thanks to NIr

Kinnear and to Mr H. W. England rvho is in charge of

the boolis in the Zoological I)eparttnent at the British

Nluseum (Natural History) not only for their patience in

dealing with my queries but also for their expert assistance.

Much confusion has been caused b,v Dr. Sharpe's

in:tccurate presurnption that Latham " referred to these

pictures fthe 
' Watling drawings '] as ' Mr Lambert's

drarvings,' "69 and it will be of interest to quote some of Dr.

Sharpe's notes on this point. He rvrites : " It is curious

that Watling's name is not ntentioned, as ntany of the

drawings bear his signature; nor is that of his employer,

NIr James Lee.'?0 If it seemed curious to Dr. Sharpe that

Latham should not mention Watling's name it is certainly

significant that Latham should repeatedly mention that of X{r

Lambert ; s5-fs1 example-rvhen describing the 
'furcoisine

Parrot, Dr. Sharpe's note reads : " Although Latham says

that he described this Parraquet front the drawings of Mr

Lambert, and apparently frour a specimen in the collection of

Note 67 continued.

Esq., concerning the Collection; in 3 vols. fol. calf, N.D.": sub-

sequently became the property of the Earl of Derby and is now

at Knowsley; this is the collection known as " Mr Lambert's

drawings." Another lot, " 683: Autograph letters (upwards of

100)," was bought for the Earl of Derby and was presented to

the British Museutn in 1870: it contains the letter from John

IVhite later referred to. H. S. G.l
68 N. B. Kinnear; in litt., LTth July, 1935.
a;t Historv of tlte Collections contained, in the Natural

Ilistot'11 Depccrtntents of lhe' British Museunz; 1906' Vol. II.'
p. 108.

70 Tom eit,, p. L22.
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General Davies, he urakes use of Watling's note, "71 afldr

when dealing u'ith the tslue-headed Cuckow. I)r. Sharpe says :
" Latham gives thc substance of [Watl ing's]
r iote, but gives credit for i t  to Nlr Lambert. "?2

It is, I  think, obvious that " lVIr Lambert 's drawings "

--as they are ternred-is an entirelv different collection to

that of the " Watl ing drawings. " I t  should, perhaps, also

be emphasized that these drawings were not actual ly by

Lambert but that they have been termed " NIr Lambert's

drawings " bccausrr they formed part of his library and not

bccause he rvas the draughtsman. Dr. Sharpe-excited by

tlre idea t lrat Watl ing's paint ings had provided Latham's

types-expresses surprise that Watl ing is never even men-

tioned b1' Latiram-his actual worcls are : " He fl-atham]
sal s not one word about Watl ing or James Lee in the text

of lris book, nor can I so far tind any evidence of his giving

credit to either of thenr as the source of his information,"Ts

but such mention is the last thing one would expect to find

in rnaterial if such had been cribired. Dr. Sharpe goes on

to poir-rt out that Latham has transterred a long note by

Watling into his account o,f the Channel bill in his General

H'istory of Birds,?a but attributes the last sentence of his

7r HistorA of the Collecti,ons contained in the Natural
History Departmants of t,he Bri.tish Museum,' 1906, VoI. II.,

F. 115. Dr. Sharpe's use of the phrase " Watling's note " is
misleading; it imputes to Watling a knowledge of ornithology
sufficient to enable him to write critical notes whereas the fact
is that the annotations on some of his paintings (for not ail
er:e annotated) are in the hand-writing of persons other than
Watling.

72 Tom. cit,, p. LZt,

7it Torn. cit,, p. L09.

7a John Latham: General Hiatory of Birde; L822, Vol. II.,
pp. 300-302, pl.32.
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note to " Mr White. "?5 If Watling's paintings were being

used surreptitiously it is hardly likely that oPen acknow-

iedgment worrlcl be made of any infonnation which might

accompany them and it is hardly guessing to presume that
" Mr White " was none other than Surgeon General John
White. Finally, Dr. Sharpe quotes Watling as stating:
" 'I'he pride and vanity of the draushtsman has induced him

to put his name to all the dr:rrvings, but should you publish

them I think tltc uame may bc left ottt. "?6 The wishes of

the poor " draughtsman " seent to have been all too literally

obeyed.
Mr K. A. Hindrvood has suggested that " the hand-

rvrit ing of thc notes on the 'Watling Drawings,' in the

Natural History Museum. South Kensington. does not

appear to be by \\zatling; possibly the notes are by Surgeon-

General white for whom watling painted birds. "7? It had

also occurred to me that it rvas possible that Watling might

not have been primarily responsible for the annotatio'ns on

his paintings but that these might have been provided by his

employer. It scemed to me remarkable that the note on the

painting (signecl ,,T. W.") of the Red'breasted or Blue-

bellied Parrot should read : " Native name Goez:il. This

Parrot has a fine white tongue like the drau'ing No. 3oo

Psi,ttac'tt,s 
'haematodes 

variety; called the Blue-bellied Parrot,

see Lathanx, Syn. "?8 'Ihis note indicates that the writer-

75 Histora of the collections contained in the Notural

History Depurtments of th,e British Museum; 1906, Vol' II',
pp. rrz-rrs. The note which is written on the back of the
jrictore (signed ,' Thomas Watling ") of the bird has been used by

Latham in his secon,d, su\tplentent (1801), p. 96. It may here be

observed that many of the paintings in the o'Watling " collection

have been trimmed to such an extent that the notes on their

baclcs have been cut into. These notes were' however, copied
out before trimming took place and these copies have been
inserted alongside the appropriate paintings in the collection;
rvho was the copyist of these notes has not been ascertained.

7t, Op. cit,, p. L43.
77 K, A. Hindwood; iie litt., 19th November, 1935.
?8 The " Watling " collection in the British Museum

(Natural History) London; No. 36.
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rvhether it rvas Watling or his employer-had a knorvledge

of Latham's General Synofsis of Birds n'hich was published

in r78r 15. My main reason, horvever, for countenancing

the idea that Watling might not have been primarily respon-

sible for the notes attributed to him is the tone of some of

these annotertions. For example, the note on the painting

(signed " T. M/atling ") of the Brorvn Plover reads : " One

fifth the natural size. This is a rvater bird, though put on a

perch " :79 and as regards the Neu' Holland Tern the note

on the painting (signed " T'homas Watling ") is as follorn's :
" This almost half the natural size, ancl a pretty good

resemblance, t , i th this exception-only the bi l l  not just so

much bent. "80 It occurred to me as strange that an artist

should thus criticise his o\\'n \\,ork rvhich-one u,ould have

tirought--it rvould have been preferable for him to have

corrected.

It was, holvever, not till I discovered a letter-in the

Manuscripts Department of the British Museum-from John
White (of date rrth I Iarch r79fl  to Aylmer Bourke Lambert

that I rvas able to compare this rvith the inscriptions on

Watling's paintings. I then found that nrany--but not all-

of his paintings were unquestionably annotated in White's

autographs0a and it was, indeed, a revelation to discover

that the suggestion to leave out Watling's nanre-shorrld

7g The " Watlirtg " colleetion in the British Museum
(Natural History) London; No. 253.

8o Loc. cit,, No. 274.
80a The paintings, referred to in footnotes 75, 76, and 88,

namely of the Channel bill, o'Ciliary 'Warbler," 
Chattering Bee-

eater, and Coach-whip Bird (Nos. 67, 209, 96, and 127 in the
" Watling " collection) are all annotated in the autograph of
John lMhite. The other paintings, referred to in footnotes 7L,
72, 78,79, 80, 84, and 88, namely of the Tureoisine Parrot, Blue-
headed Cuckoo, Blue-bellied Parrot, Brorvn Plover, New Holland
Tern, Emu-Wren, and Needle-tai led Swallow (Nos. 47,72:,35,
253,274,  184, '185,  and 216 in  the " 'Wat l ing" .co l lec t ion) .are

annotated but not in White's hand-writing.
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his paintings be published-rvas actually in the hand-rvriting

of John White.sob

The letter referred to is as follorvs :

" My dear Sir

Herewith you rvill receive a large rude N{anuscript,

just as it was taken from my common place book by :r

young man rvho \\:as my Hospital Clerke, rvhich my

present situation prevents me being able to throw into

any kind of form, or even to copy fairly so as to make it

legible or understood.

It contains many remarks as rvell as the progress

made in Colony, rvhich probably you mav be able to hit

upon some plan of getting put into a shape not expensive,

& still u'orthy of being given to the iVorld. l'his vou

must take rvith you, many pages of it rvere rvritten when

Hunger was very prcssing, & mav cast some reflection on

Government from the distress of the mornent : all that

part I rvish to suppress as well as many remarks not very

favorable to the Settlement as I nou' trust from changc o'f

Men (I mean Governors) measures rvill be pursued that

rvill very soon make it in a great clegree independent o,f

the mother country. I am just about to set off for the

80b (See Ptate 6.) This painting of the " Ciliary Warbler "

(No.'209 in the ,, watling " collection) has been trimmed so that

only part of the original inseription, in the autograph of John

white, now remains. Before trimming a copy of this inscrip-

tion was made (which is inserted by the side of the painting)

and which reads: ,, This little Bird is the only one of the kind

ever seen. the white round the ciliary process of the Eye is

composed of the most beautifull small white Feathers. The

pricle and vanity of the draughtsman has induced him to put his

name to all the drawings, but should you publish them I think
the name may as well be left out." The inscription, as trimmed,
reads: "ghtsman has induced him to put his name/ drawings,

but should you Publish them I thin/ me may as well be left out."
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Iloyal William
rejoice to hear

Saturday
r rth March

r797

Tnoues Warlrxc l lg

at Portsmouth, where I shall at all t imes
from you.

I a m
My dear Sir

Yours most Sincerel-v

John Whitestu

I wish you would recommend to me what is best to be
done with the drarvings, for to have them alr engraved
would be so expensive that I could ncver carry such a
rvork into, execution

Aylmer B. Lambert Esqr.
z6 Lower

Grosvenor Street. "

The foregoing letter, dated nineteen months after
white's return from Nerv South wales, clemonstrates that
he was in familiar correspondence rvith Aylmer Bourke
Lambert. The " large rude Manuscript " and the collec-
tion of " drarvings " may. or may not, have been the handi-
rvork of watling but it is clear that Lambert obtained from
White drarvings from New South \\rales.

In spite o,f i\,Iessrs Gregory N,I. N,[athews, and Tom
Iredale's papers on the subjectst (which I have ali-eady
quoted) it rvas again stated in 19z6 in the check List of the
Royal Australian ornithologists' unione that the narnes of
many Australian birds are based on Watling,s drawings.

If, at this point, a summary of. my ideas is permissible
I would say that I have formed the opinion that Watling, a
convict in Nerv South wales, was emproyed in drarving
" the non-descript productions of the country " : these ciraw.
ings u,ere being sent home by his superiors, with annota-
tions by them. as opportunity occurrecl : thereafter they-
notes <lr pictures or both-were copied, or utirized, by those

soc (See plate. 6,)
8r Austral Aaian Record; LgZl, Vol. IV., Nos. B and 4, pp.

tL4-L22; and L922, Vol. V., No. 1, pp, 22-82, with ? col. pls.
8z Royal Austr.alian Ornithologists' Union: Check List;

t926,Intr. p. iv.
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to whonr they were sent but afuvays with a tgtal disregard

o! Watling. It is horvever not to be suplrcsed that lVatling

rvas the only person in Neg' South Walcs, at that tinte, who

rvas endorved rvith artistic ability and it will have been

gathered from preceding statements that other artists were

:tt rvork in the Colon-v before him.

I must norv refer the reader to p. t r r, rvhere I drarv

attention to the fact that in Sir .loseph Banks' copy of

Dryander's " Catalogue of the Banksian Libtaty " the last

four rvords of the item catalogued as " \;olumen foliorum 70,

continens figuras animalium et plantarum pictas quas in Nova

Carnbria prope Port Jackson delineavit Edgar l'homas Dell "

are struck out. These words were apparently erasecl by the

compiler of the catalogue, Jonas Dryander. and if it is

difficult to guess rvhy they were struck out it is not easier to

surmise rvhy they were ever printed. I have already pointed

out that the volume of rvater-colour drawings is sirnply a

collection of such and contains nothing to indicate that they

were drawn by Edgar Thomas Dell. When, and u'hv, they

lvere attributed to him remains a mystery.

As regards Edgar Thonras Dell it has been ascertainecl

that, as chief mate of the " Shah Hornluzear, " he first

reached Port Jackson on z4th l,'ebruary , 1793. 
'fhe orvner

and master of the " Shah Horntuzear," rvhicfi had conre

from Calcutta. rvas William Wright Bampton, and he con-

tracted rvith the loc:rl authorities to supply the settlement

rvith certain cattle ancl provisions. In part fulfilment of that

contract he despatched Dell on their rcturn to India in
, ,  the snow " or br ig , .  FAncv,"  r5o tons; th is vessel ,

presumably, rvas either purchased or chartered |y Bampton

in India. She arrived at Port Jackson on gth July, 1794,

and sailed again on zgth September. Dell was very

secretive concerning his destination but it rvas generally

believed that he n'as sailing for Nerv Zealand to obtain a

cargo of timber suitable for spars, etc. : this proved correct.

The ,, Fancy " luy for three rnonths in the River Thames,

New Zealancl, during rvhiCh period her cre\v had onc

encounter with the Maoris, and reached Port- Jackson again
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on r5th March, r7gs. She was then chartered to take pro-

visions to Norfolk Island and on her return paid another

visit to New Zealand, in conrpany rvith the " Endeavour, "

almarcl u'hich rvas Bampton; the latter ship had to be scuttled

on :rrrival at Duskv Boy. A boat which had been com-

nrcnccd by sornc of the crc\\ 'of the " Britanniar" some tinre
earlier, wzrs completed and launched by the " En<leavour's "

crcw. She rvas aptly named " Providence " and, rvith the
" Fancy,"  sai led for  Norfo ' lk  Is land;on 3rst  Januarv,  t796,

both vessels left there for China.83

The above details shorv that Edgar Thomas Dell rvas at
Port Jackson in 1293, 1294, and 1795 : this is of no assistance
in identifying him rvith a volume of rvater-colour drarvings
some of rvhich it has been shorvn nrust have been drau:n prior
to zgth l)ecenrber, t789. I have, horvever. strayed from my
subject and if I have only discovered a fresh problem as to
the provenance of thc " volumen foliorunr Zo 

" fronr the
Banks Collection, I think it is norv abundantly clear that this
has nothing to <lo vvith Tho,rnas \Aratling.

Mr Hindwood-frorn rvhose paper dealing with The
{.listorical Associations and, Eaily Records of the Entu-
Wren I have already quoted-goes on to state that " there
are five knorvn paintings of ttre llmu-Wren co-eval with the
settlement of New South W ales-one in the ' Svdney ' 

'set,

three in thc 'Watling ' collection, and one among the
' I-ambert ' drawings. A comparison of these paintings
discioses an interesting fact-a fact, rnoreover, rvhich
establishes a definite correlation between the three collec-
tions. Taking the ' Sydney ' painting as the original,

nrainlv because of its excellence, it rvill be observed that

83 .ly'or1es and.Querfes, Vol. 171, p.393; and David Coll ins,
An Account of the English' ColonA in New South Wales, Vol. I.,
1?98; Vol. II., 1802. Search through the Colonial Ofree Corre-
spondence (1788-1798) in the Public Record Office, Lohdon, and
printed Hi.stot'ical Reeords of New South Walee (1?88.1808)
merel5' confirms the above summary of Capt. Dell's visits to
New South Wales.
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' Watling ' painting No. t84e is a copy I furthermo're, the
' Lambert' drau'ing is copied from this particular
'  Watl ing '  paint ing, or vice ' lerso. While the three

illustrations in question are by different artists, they are

identical in posture, each having five instead of six tail-

feathers, u'ith the same variation in their lengths. 
'fhis 

one

instance. showing that there are sirnilar drawings of the

same species in the three sets, can be multiplied many times.

fhe probability' is that the artists rvorking on the drawings

often copied from the finished paintings of their co,lleagues. 
"85

I have already ventured to suggest the pc'ssibility that some

of the " Lambert drawings " may have been copied fronr

Watl ing's originals. This suggestion is strengthened by the

opinion expressed by NIr Hindwood when he draws attention

to the probability that artists of the period copied the paint-

ings of their colleagues : it is, of course, possible that Wat-

ling tnay have copied the pictures gf otlier artists - con-

versely, others may have copied his originals-at any rate

he was-by reason of his enforceci residence in Neg' South

Wales-in a position to do original work.

It lr.o,uld seem that there must always be some dubiety as

to u,ho were the original art ists who supplied Latham's types :

that, at some date, he ut i l ised Watl ing's actual drart ' ings

there can be no such doubt. Mr K. A. I{ indlvood, in his paper

zrlready so much laid under contribution, states : " We

cliscover, in his account of the Soft-tai led Flycatche'r,  evidencc

o f  La tham 's  hav ing  used  t he 'Wa t l i ng ' pa in t i ngs  a f t e r  t hc

publication of the Second Supplenzent in r8or. He quotes

in the General History of Birds (1823) his .remarks rvhich

appeared in the Second Su,pplement, and then continues:

. Another'  name for this bird is Mereangeree

al [There are three paintings of the {'Emu Wren " (Soft-

tailed Flycatcher) in the " Watling " collection in the British

Museum (Natural History) London, numbered t84, 185, and

1g6. Only No. 185 is signed by watling; No. 186 certainly

bears a resemblance to his style but No. 184 does not seem to

have been his handiwork. H. S. G.l

85 The Emu; Melbourne, 1931, Vol. XXXI., PP. 101-102.
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It is called Emue or Cassoway Titmouse. It
i;' also called X[ureanero in another drarving.' All of this
information appears on ' Watling' paintings Nos. r84 and
'85,86 together with other facts, rvhich Latham uses. Had
he access to the ' Watling ' collection rvhen conrpiling the
Secontl Supplentent. he would certainly have included the
rcmarks appearing on the drarvings. It is obvious that they
are not the type drau'in€fs of rnost of the Australian birds
described in the Second ,Su,pplem.ent. Lathanr u.sed the
'Lambert' series, most of rvhich paintings are similar ro,
and, of course, contemporaneous rvith, the ' \Vatling ' set. "8?

NIr I(. A. Hindrvood is correct irs regards his statement
that some of the information on \,Vatling's drawing of the
Soft-tailed Flycatcher rvas not used by Latham till r8e3 : his
presumption thereflsm-fh2t Latham did not have access to
Watling's clrarvings when compiling his Secon d Supplement
-- is not so free fronr criticism. Several of the pictures
bearing Watling's signature, in the " Watling " collection,
have notes u'ritten on them and a recent perusal of the
Second Su,t>plemenf has revealed that many such notes have
been freely used therein bv Latham. Why then did he
alrvays refer t<l Mr Lambert? " Mr Lambert's drawings "

are not annotated though, of course. it is possible - if
indeed it is not l ikely -.that if they were copied frorn
Watling's originals the notes thereon were copied too but that
later these mav have been lost. It seems unnecessary to
belabour the point but - as examples - it may be pointed
out herc that the notes on Watling's pictures of the
Channel bill, the Chattering Bee-eater, the Coach-whip Bird,
and the Needle-tailed Swallow have all been utilised-if not
u'holly then in part-in Latham's Second Supplement.s The
fact that in some instances (as in the case of the Soft-tailed

se [See footnoie 84, where it is stated that painting No. 184
does not seern to have been the handiwork of Thomas Watling.
H. S. G.l

87 The Emu,; Melbourne, 1931, Vol. XXXI., p. 106.
88 Second Supplement to A General Synopsis of Birds; 1801,

pp. 96, t54, 222, and 269,
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Iilycatcher) infortrtation clerived frorn notes on Watling's

paint ings has not been uti l ised in the second su'pplernent,

but has been used in The General Hi,story of Birds, may

indicate either that these notes were not avaiiable in i8ot or

that Latham ntay only have thought it necessar-y to incor-

porate them in his major rvork trventy years later'

Reference has already been made (see p. 9o) to lhomas

Watl ing's landscape of Sydney in r794.88a p1t K' A' Hind-

wood, rvhen obligingly sending me a photograph, has

informed me that " the size of the painting, inside the

frame, is 5r inches by :6 inches. 
' fhe 

paint ing is done on

two separate pieces of canvas stretched on board frames.

. I ma1, adcl that the landscape painting is in oils and

does not shorv a vcry rvell developed sense of composition or

colour harmony. 1'he legend, on the back of the painting,

reads : , A direct North general Vierv of Sydney Cove the

chief British Settlement in Nes' South Wales as it appeared

in ryg4 being the 7th year from its Establishment. Painted

immediately from Nature by T. \Vatling. ' "8e

N{r Hindwood has further informed me that there is

" another painting of Sydney in r8oz fin the \{itchell Lib-

rary, Sydney, New South Wales-l which is very similar in

execution and style : some art critics here state that it is by

Watling and the caption reads ' Sydney in r8oz, probably

by T. Watl ing '1 however, Watl ing usually signed his rvork

and considering the fact that he \^/as very anxious to retttrn

to Scotland, i t  is hardly l ikely that he $'ould st i l l  be in

Austral ia in that !€ar."9o

sea (See Frontispiace,) Among the paintings-it is No' 20,

ir, ihe " Watling " colleetion-'in the British Museum (Naturzll

History) is one which is inscribed: " A direct north view of

Sydney Cove and Port Jackson, the Chief British Settlement in

New South Wales. Taken from the North Shore, about a Mile

distant, for John 
'White, 

Esqr. It must be observed the Masts

of the ships are out of all proportions." This painting is an

earlier view than that reproduced here as the Frantispiece blt

it is similar in many details.
8e K. A. Hindwood.; in Utt., Lgth November, 1935'
e0 K. A. Hindwood; in litt., LZth April, t982, and 14th

April, 193?.
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l'he painting bears no signature but, no nriltter horv
anxious Watling may havc been to return to Scotland, it
is to be remembered that o,n r4th April, 1789, he was
sentenced to fourteen years transportatio,n. His sent(lnce
therefore rvould not have expired ti l l  r8o3 and, unless part
o'f his sentence was remitted for good conduct. he rvourd pre-
sumably have been in New South wrales in r8oe ancr could
have painted the " Landscape." The actual ciate of his
return is, ho'u'ever, not knou'n but oflicial clocuments have
already been quoted rvhich show that he rv:rs in Dumfries,
for certain, in November, r8o4.

Little did I think--rvhen Mr K. A. Hindwood {irst wrote
to me on rzth April, tg3z-that I should find it so dilficult
tc ascertain facts about 

-['homas 
lVatling. I trust I have

not omitted to thank all those who have assisted me in m1,
search and-though I experience a certain sense of satisfac-
tion in the result of my five years' investigation-l feel that
there remains much more that I should l ike to knou, about
one whom I have long since come to regard as the elusive
Watling.

A P P E N D I X .

DOCUMENTS /N R.E THOMAS WATLING
TRIAL FOR FORGERY, 1?89.

1. Declaration of rhomas wa$ling, dated 2zth November, lzgg.

AT DUIIIFRIES, the .twenty-seventh day of Nr;vember, one thousnnd
seven hundred and eighty-eight.

lu couscquence of a Peti t ion in the uame of wi l l i t rn Lawson of Girt ,h-
lread, Agenb for the Brit ish Linen Company, and Dirvit l  Staig Esquire, Agent
for the Bank oI scotlantl and warrant indorsed thereon THol{AS warlrN(;
complained irpon rvas l.rrought before me and heing jutlicia,lly examined on
the facis -set forbh Decla.res that he has l ived in t ,he Town of Dumfries al l  his
l i fe and has for some years past been employed or cmployed himself as a
painter and being specirr l ly irr terrogated i f  he lry himself or f lny person
within his knorvledge ha: issued or elused issue rny forged note ol notes
on tbc Bnnk rtf  Scotland or the Brit ish Linen (.:ompany DECLARES that, l rc
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[as never by ltimseli or any other person isgued or past any forged notes

upon eitlier of the said Banks nor does he know or susp€ct agy person or

prtrout who have becn guitty of such ofieuce aml tll this he declares to be

t rutlt.
" Johu ll0t srtsott, \f itncss."

" ' Ihomas Watl ing."
" John \trelsh, J.P."

" Thomas Watling."
" John Welsh, J.P."

27tI i iqverul-rer, 1?88.-The belore designed Thomas Watl ing having been

lgain exu,ntinetl declares thai in the tnonth of March lnst he the declarattt'

tinished oll two Guiueir notes upon the Bank of Scotlrnd and after the fornt

tnd tenot 'of the Bank of Scotland Guinea uotes; that the said two notes wet'e

rrrarked wit[ the letter C. atrd when Onished ofi and completed were by tltc

tlcclar4nl tleliveretl to John Robertl, Ingraver in Dutulries, from whom the

tleclarlu1 receired halt rl guinea fot' each note' That in t[e month of July

Iast the declarant flnished ofi Three Guinea llotr)s in i'mitttion of the Bank

of Seot,land's Guinea notes marked with the letter G. which three not'es were

in the clusk of the evening delivered by the dechrant, :rt his own door, to a

persolr rvho Roberts tnade hinl believe was John Kerr but who the declarant

verily believes was RoLrerts hrmself and the declarant received from the per'

son to wtrom he delivereri said three notes a Gtrinet and a half, the Guinet

in rr Rank of Scotland uote, the very Guinea note this day found in the de-

clamnL's repositories, and half & guinea in gold. That about a month ago

the tleclarant flnishe'rl oft another note in imitation of the Guinea note of the

tsarrk of Scotland which was also in the dusk of evening delivered at the

tleclarant's own door to the person whom he then believed to be the said

Jolur Robert,s brrt, for which last nol,e the declaraut got no payment; and the

last uote rr,as rnarked uith the letter D. Declares he received the afore-

said sis nobes, in the situation the one wir's this day found in, from the said

John Roberts and afterrvards done ofi aud f,nished by him' Declirres that'

he never at any period flnished off any notes in imitation of the Bank of

Scotlantl other than the six before mentioned and the one this day found'
'nor clid he the declarani ever flnish off or attempt to flnish off any note ol'

notes in inr i tat ion of any other Banking Company's notes in $cotland' De-

clares that t[e aforesaid six notes never would pass or be circulated in thc

Llountry as they were tlonc with virntilon hoth onr l'he llody and the names

1n{ a,ll this be declarcs to be truth. Three u'ords in the preceding page

{elete before signing. In \Yitness Whereof l,he declarant has subscribed this

decluration upon this and the two preceding pages in presence of simon

l\fackenzie, writer in Dumfries, and John x'erguson, writer. there, and writer

hereot,
" Sim. I l lackenzie, Wittress."
" John Ferguson, Witness."

lJ. I)eclaratiols of Thomas Watling, dated 28th November, 1788,

and 15th JanuarY, 1789.

AT DU}[I.RII'S thc t,wenty.eighth day of Noventbet', one thousand

seven hundred and cighty'ei8ht years'

TIIOIIAS wATLING, Paintei '  in Dumfries, being again brought before

Johu w.elsir Esquire, slreri f f  $ubsti trrte of Dumfrios' one of Eis Majesty's

J ustices of the Peace fot' the county of Du'mfries, and further examined

DDOLARDS that he rveut fronl the Town of Dumlries to Glasgow about the

beginning of lt:uch last-That previous to thal, tinre the declarant and Jolru

Iloirt'bs rvere olten in company together, were in the use of going to one

rrnothers rootns, hrlve gone togetber to several publick housos in tbis Town'

prrt icul:rr ly to tbe hl, ,r . ,  of John Mnxwell ,  wi l l iam Bryden and Thomas
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welsh. That they were in use of walkiug together in the garden of Bobert
\Yilson younger Gardner in Dumfries and also in use to go in eveniugs to
the Episcopal chappel in Dumfriee where Roberts was in use to practise upon
the organ and to hear the Clerk, James Strong, wheelwright, sing; and that
John Hannay, Cabinet Maker in Dumfries, Edward Knight, the Chappel Bedal,
were for ordinary in the chappel on said occasions-that is, these people
might be: once or twice present and see the declarant and Roberts together
in uhe chappel. That about last saint Johnls day Roberts and william
chalmers sent for the declaranb rrbout some mason-aprons to saicl william
chalmers' shop in Dumfries, and Mrs chalmers knows of the intimacy which
subsisted tretween Roberts and the declarant. And further declares that
Roberts' father and tris family must have often observed the Declarant come
to youug Boberts's roorn. r'hat Roberbs had been twice or thrice in the
Declarant's room sinco he came from Glasgow, and doubts not but some of
his neighbou.rs have seen him, but cannot say particularly as to any of them
excepting tris own Aunt May Kirkpatrick. And being specially interrogated
Declares that when doing off the six notes mentioned in his Declaration
emitted yesterday he did not apply any stamp or seal before del ivering them
to Roberts. And further Declares that when Roberts gave him the first two
unonisherd notes he at that time mentioned t"o the declarant that they were
not for circulation but for an experiment he wished to try. Being interro.
gaterl  as to the eighteen pieces of paper found in one of his drawers De-
elares they were cut for sketching out attitudes of Eeads and for sundry
other purposes in the '$'ay of drawing and that more papers of the same
size were and he believes may still be found in his room with sketches or
drawings u|on them. And this Declarat ion being read over to. him he de-
clares the same to be Truth in presenoe of John Aitken senior and simon
Mackenzie, writers in Dumfries, Lieutenant Rollo Gillespie, late of the one
hundred an'l fourth Regiment, residing in Dumfries, and samuel clark. clerk
of the Peace for the County of Dumfries.
" Rollo Gillespie, Witness."
" Sim, Mackenzie, 

'Witness."

" Sarnuel Clark, 
'Witness."

AT DUMX'RIES the flIteenth day of January, one thougand sevon
hundred and eighty-nine years.

TH0MAS \TATLrNG before designed was again brought before John
welsh Dsquire, one of His Majesty's Justices of the peace for this county
and being further examined Declares he went to Glasgow in the Month of
I\rarch last andr was employed in coach and chaise painting by stonehouse
M'clellan Dunbar & scott, coach Makers there during all ilre time he was
in Glasgow, and was paid at the rate of one Guinea per week and the corrr-
pany also agreed that the Declarant while in their employrnent should havc
time to do anything he might be employecl to do as l likeness painter.
Deelares he had Do motrey transactions with any person or pe.rsons in Glas-
gow except with the saiti company in reeeiving his wages. That he lodged
and boarded in the house of John Lamont, Head waitor in the Black Bu[
Tavern in (ilasgow at ser.en shillings and sixpence per week. That the De-
clarant going lrom Dumfries to Glasgow rode upon horse back to Mofiat ancl
took the Diligence from itlofiat to Glasgow. That he rotle to Moffat as afore-
said upon a horse belonging to william Brand, r{orse hirer. in Dumfries, ilre
hire for which he paid on his return from Glasgow in silver. That the
Declarant staid all night in the house of James Rae vintner in Moffat and
paid the fare for the Diiigence there being eighbeen shillings and eight pence
in- silver and copper. I'hat any lictle money he carried frorn Dumfries with
him was in silver excepting one Gluinea Note which he borrowed from Thomas
Johnston, Auctioneer, but doth not recollpct, of what Bank the said note was.
That the Declaraut when returuiug to Dumfries came in tho Diligence from

" Thornas Watling."
" John' Welsh, J.P."
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Glasgow to Moflat and walked from Mofiat to Duurfries and that he paid the

saore lare at Glasgow for returning in tbe Diligence to Moffat'. And being

i u t e r r o g a t e d i J l r e e v e r l e n t o r o l l e r o d t o l e n r l a n y n o n e y t o . \ Y i l l i a m B e l I '
writer in Dumtries, Declares he is acquainted witir the said \ililliam Bell'

but doth not recollect his ever having lent or offered to lend him any moDey

nor doth lre recollect his having lent or olfered to lend any money to George

B r y c e s o n , B a r b e r i n D u m f r i e s . T h a t B r y c e s o n w a s o n c e i n . J a i l r v h e n t , h e
Declarant prevailed lvith James Finlay, Sbopkeeper in Dumfries to became

B a i l f o r B r y c e s o n . A n t l b e i n g i n t e r r o g a t e d w h e r e l r e g o t o r p u r c h a s e d t h e
poper upon which t,he un0nished note is sketched and what quantity of such

papcr he bouglrt. Declares lrc dot,h not incline to answer tbat, question.

Declarcs he doth uot know Beuson .t company or where they live although

l r e t h i n k s h e h a s s c e r r t l r e l l l n r e o r i r e a r r l o f s u c b a C o m p a n y . A n d D e c l a r e s
that, he never ltoticed the rnrker's name upou any paper he -was 

using' And

b e i n g i n t e r ' r o g a t e d t r o t n r v h o m h e g o t t h e G u i n e a N o t e h e f l r s t a t t e m p t e d t o
i m i t a t e D e c l a r e s h e i s n o t i n c l i n e d t o a n s w e r t h a t q u e s t i o n . A n d b e i n g i n .
t e r r o g a l e d w h e n l r e f l r s t b e g u n t o f l n i s h o l t N o t e s , w h a t t i m e h e t o o k t o s o
flnish thern off, a'<l whether they were so flnished by Pen, Pincil or plate?

D e c l i n e s g i v i n g a n y a n s w e r t , o t h e s e q u e s t , i o n s . B e i n g f u r t h e r i n t e r r o g a t e d i f
tvhen lrc irrritar.e<l *v uoni, of scotiand Notes they were marked with the

letl,er c. and D. and irorn whom he got such real notes of the Bank of scot'

l a n d ? D e c l i n e s g i v i n g a n y a n s w e r ' B e i n g t n t ' e r r o g a t e d i f - h e k n o w s c m & n
of the name of I(er rJnd wirat, is his character and business? Declines giviug

i l n y a n s w e r . A n c b c i n g i r r t e r r o g a t e d h o w h e c a m e t o g e t o n e g u i u e a n o t e
and ltalf a Suinea in gol,d for tlrree not,es done over witlr vermilion? Declines

g i v i n g a n y a n s \ 4 e r ' . B " e i n g i n t e r r o g a t , e d i f a n y n o t e o r o t , h e r v r i t i n g d o n e w i t h

vennilion can be *ip.o oi or ultered with black lead, china ink or any otlter

t r t a t e r i a l s s o a s t o l r a v e t h e a p p e a r a B c e o f a r e a l B a n k N o t e ? D e c l i n e s g i v i n g
a n y a n s w e r t o t h a t q u e s t i o n o r t o a n y o t h e r q u e s t i o n t h a t m a y b e p u f t o
iriri, "1""t this business. The Declaration of this date which is rvritten uport

this anrl part of tfre preceOing page being read over to the said Thomas

wal,lirtg he hath surrscribed t,lie same in presence of th.e Justice Examinator

r r n t l S i m o n M a c k e n z i c o n e o f t l r e T o w n C l e r k s o f D u m f r i e s a n d S a m u e l C l a r k '
C l e r k o f t h e P e a c c f o r t l r e s a i d C o u n t y a n d w r i t e r h e r e o l . , b u t , t l r e r e a f t e r d e .
cline<t to sign this ijeclnration and the same is subssribed by the Justice

l t r x a n i n a t o r a n d b y t , l r e s a i d S i m o n M a c k e n z i e a n d S a m u e l C l a r k i n p r e s e n c e
of the said Thomas Wat'ling'

" . lohn  Wcls l t ,  J .P . ""  S i r r r . , \ t r r c k r r t t z i c ,  W i t t t t r s g . ' '
'  l ' i r t t r t t t c l  ( - ' l : r  rk ,  \ \ ' i t t t css . ' '

i}. Pet,ititirr |ly Watlirrg trr t,lre Jrrstices of tlre Peace for Uounty.

1 7 8 8 ' N o v e m l r e r 2 9 . . - T o T l t e H o n o r t r t r t r | c l I i s l \ t a j e s t y ' s J u s t i c e s o f
t,h+r Pcrtcc fot lltc Count'y of Dumfries'

i l . h c I E T I T l o N o f T l r o t n a s W a t l i n g , L i m n e r ' i n I ) r r m f r i e s .

IIUITRLY SIIDWIITH

T l r a , t t h c P e l , i t i o r r e r f i n r l s h i m s e l f c o n f l n e d i n p r ' i s o n i n v i r t u e o l a W a t . .
rirnt frotn )our Ilonours proeeeding upon an Information exhibited to you

lgt inst hitn fol r ," ing guitty Acior or Art and part of the crime of forging

tlrr:  rot.cs of i l rc nait<-ot scotland and other tsnrrking companies or issuing

;;;;*; trotes knowing them to have been forgod'

l { c l l e i n g s u m m a r i l y s e i z e d u p o n . a n d c h n r g e d w i t l r r r c r i m . e w l r i c l r i f r e a l l y
c r l t r r r n i t t c r l : r n d p r o v e t l m u s t u l t i m a t e l y e n d a n g e r | r i s l i f e a n d i n t h e m e a n t i m e
r r u r t r - r i n l l y l t l n e t h i s O h a r n e t e r n u d e r e d i t " c o r t l r l n o t f n i l t o m a b e n v e r y
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sensible in.rpression upou the Petitioner's mind aud occasion a temporiry
ugitation and a, derangement of lris recollection.

The test ol this peti t ion, hat been alreai ly printei l  (see pp,73-4) ani l  i t
conclud,ec:

MAY it therefore please your flonours to authorise his liberatiou accordingly.
(Signcd) Thomas TVatling.

Du,mfries, 15 January, l-789.

The Peiition written upon the two preceding pages signed by Thomas
Watling, was in presence of John 

'Welsh, 
Esquire, oue of His Majesty's Justices

of the Peace for the (-'ounty of Dumfries exhibited l,o Thomas Watling,
Paint,er, at preeent prisoner in the Tolbooth of Dumfries and he being called
upon to say whether or not the said Petition was wrote at his desire, is
subscribed by him and u,as given in also at his desire; He the said Thomas'Wabling 

declines giving any answer thereto and refuses to subscribe this
.ilIinute.

(Sigued) John Welsh, J.P.
Sirn. l lackcnzic. lVitness.
Samuel Clark, Witness.

Dumfries, 17th January, 1789.

In preference of .fohn Welsh, llsquire, beiore designcd, appeared Thomas
Brown, Clerk to Robert Ramsay, Writer in Dumfries, who being examined and
bhe Petition lvritten upon this Sheet, of paper exhibited to him Declares the
said Petition is of ths Declarant's haudwriting and that he copied the same
from a scroll or draughi made and delivered to him by the said Robert
Bamsay-That after the Declarant had wrote the said Petition he carried the
same into the Tolbooth of Dumfries and gave it to Thomas Watling who after
perusing the said Petition said it rvas rigbt and subscribed the same in the
Declarant's presence. That the said Petibion was lodgetl in the office of the
Clerk of the Peace lly the Declarant at {,he dcsire of }Ir Ramsay and tlr;rt
it was macle out and lodged in a hurry as Ml Rarusay had heard a precogni-
tion was to bc taken on the very same day the Petitiou was lodged. That
the said Petition bears date the twenty-ninth day of November last but
the Declarant thinks it was not lodged or presented till a day or two there-
aftcr. That the Declarant cannot recollect if any other person was present,
rvhen Watling subscribed the said Petition.

(Signed) Tho. Brown,
( , ,  )  . lohn lYelsh, J. l ' .

Bobert Ramsay, before designed, being called appeared and Declared he is
Watling's man of business at present, and being interrogated whether pre-
vious to his bcing employed either by Watling. or any other person on his
behatf he of his own motive odvised l\'atling to Retract his Declarations before
the Justices he declined auswering the question or any other alleging he is not
obliged.

($igne'd) John Welsh, J.P.

.1. Petition of Watling to Lords Commissioners of Justiciary.

1789, April l4.-UNTO The Right f,onourable The Lords Justice
Clerk and Eailes one of the Lords Corurnissiouers of Justiciary on
their Circuit Court at Dumfries.
The PETITION of Thomas Watling, Limner, plesent Prisonel in the
Tolbooth of Dumfries.

Thit peti t ian l tu:s been ulreudg printe.d in, f ,ul l  see p.74).
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5. Petition by L,ord Advocate re forgod notes, etc.

14rh Apl'il, 1?89.-UNTO The Rigbt Eonble. Tbe Lord Justice clerk

an,l LoId Hailes one of the Lords commissioners of Justiciary.

The tet i t ion of His Maiesty's Advooato for Eis Maiesty's interest

aurl of The Governor and compauy of the Bank of scotland with con'

course of His MajestY's Advocate.

IIUTIBLY SHEWDTH
That rr, criminal Prosecution was brought at the instance of the Peti-

l;ioners against Thomas Watling sometime Painter or Limner in the Town of

Duinfries ilccusing him of forging Notes of the said Bank of Scotland and

along wii[ the libel the Petitioners produced and lodged in tho hands ol the

Olerk to this Orrcuib Court Eleven of the said Forged Nol,es and an unflnished

couuterfeit note together with a bible belonging to John Johnston, Butcher

in Dumiries.

That the said Thornas W'atling in place of standing trial for the said

Crime presen1ed ir' letition to the Court gubmitting to a sentence of trans'

port,atiou lvhich was grtnted and he was sentenced accordingly.

' t ,he peti i ioners are therefore desirous to have up t ire said Eleven forged

Not,es and the said unfinished counberfeit note t,hat the same may be des'

troyed antl llso the foresaid bible that the same may be restored to the

owner t,hereof'

May it thelefore please your Lordships to grant warrant to the clerk

of Court, to deliver up to the Petitioners the foresaid Eleven X'orged Notes,

the unfluislred note and the said Bible for the purposes foresaid.

According Lo Justice, e'tc.,

(Signed) Ar. CamPbell, A.D.

Dumfries, 14th APri l ,  1789.

ilaving consi{ered the foregoing Petition Grants Wa1lant to the Clerk of

court, to delivcr up the Nobes and Bible mentioned in the Petition.

(Sigued) Dav. Dalrymple.

6 and 7. Criminal Letters against Watling labstractedf,

Tlr,ese ,,  cr i t t t i t tal  Letters" urc cquiualent to an indictntent ol to'ala!.

Thomas Watl ing is designed as sometime Painter or Limuer in the Town

of Duqrfr ies present Prisoner in the Tolbooth of Dumfries. The letters run

in uame of Lorrl Advocate IIay Campbell " Our Advocate for our interest "

and by the Governor and Comparry of the Bank oJ Scotland with concourse of

our sait l  Advocate. The Letters charging watl ing with iorging in the year

178 i  or 1788 " certain promissory notes at leasb to the number of 12 for

the sunr of one pound one shi l l ing st,g.,  or one guinea cach . .  .  ."  nalratc

as productions to be lodgetl  " a Bible bcionging to John Johnston, Butcher in

the 'Ior,,'n o1' Dutlft'ies, iIr which t,lte n:rtttes of tho sairl John Johnston and oI

trIarga,,ret, Johnston his r.'ifc are written by thc said Thomas watling, and

l ikewise a f irr l f  penny on which the wold '  D. Crosbie '  :rre engravetl  by the

sit id ' I .homas Watl i lg, l  Letter tnd a Card both writ ten by thc said T[omas

watl ing to FraDcis sholt, l , ,  \Yri tc| in Dumfries, the lettcr dated the twenty-

sevcnth day oi 1\I1y, SgvenLcetr ltutldred and eighty-eight, and an Advertise-

rueut relat ive to the Toaching ol Drawing by him made out by him wit lrout a

dat,e untl  l ikewise the eighteeu pietgs of papel found in his repositories"'

Ihe rem.alnder o! the " Crimlnal Lettets " is purely formal,
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8. List of Witnesses to be adduceci against Watling.
1. James Fraser, Secretary of the Bank of $coilaud.

2. Robert Forrester, sometirne clerk in the Accoruptant's office of the Bank
of Scotland, at preseut Banker in Edinburgh.

3. williarn Dickie, soruetime secretary's clerk in Lhe said Bank, at present
Ilerchant in the town ol Dundee.

4. John Fergusson, Writer and Messeuger in tlre town of Durufries.

5. Sirnon 1l[ackenzie, Writer there.

6. Thomas White, Mathematician there.

7 . wiliiaur -Larvson of Girthhead, Agent for lho Itrit ish Linen uourpany a r
Dumfries.

8. Johu 3r'own, Olerk to the said William .Lawsorr.

9. David Staig, Agent for the Bank of Scoiland at Dumfries.

10. James Gracie. Accomptant in said Bank of scoiland's offrce in Dumfries.

11. Wil l iam l l 'George, Shopkeeper in the town of Dumfries.

12. George Bryson, I lairdresser there.

13. John Kcunedy, Writing Illrrster there.
James M'Clure, late Shrremakcr in Dumfries. now ul [ idinburgh

14. John Rarnsay in Nether Risks.
Jobn Newall, late Bookseller :rt Langholm, uow itc Glasgow.

15. Wil l iam .Bell ,  Clerk to Hugh Maxwell ,  Writer in Dumfries.

16. Robert Richardson. Butcher in Dumfries,

17. John Johnston, Butcher there.

18. Margaret Johnston, wife of the said John Johuston.

19. Wil l iam Bryden, Innkeeper iu Dumfries.
20. John Grind.all, Seuior, Clockmaker there.

2L. John Grin<lall, Junior', Clockmaker there.

22, James Strong, lYbeelwright there.

23. John Roberts, Engraver there.

24. John M'Kenzie, Residenter there.

25. James X'indlay, Shopkeeper in Dumfries.

26. John \Yelsh, Dsr1., Sherifi Substitute of the Oounty of Durufries.

27. Samuel Clark, Clerk to the Peace for t ,he said County.

2A. Rollo Gil lespic, late Lieutenant iu the onc huudred aud fourth Resiurelt
of foot, presently resir l ing in Dumfries.

29. Thomas Brown, Olerk to Robert Rarnsay, Writcr in Dumfries

50. .Iohn Gordon, Clerk to the said Robert Ramsay.

51 . ! ' rancis Shortt , ,  Writel in Dumlries.

32, Rol.rert Clugstou, Stationer tbere.

55. Wil l iaru Boyd, Stat ioner there.

34. Roberrt M'Lachlan, Stationer there.

55. John 1ll'Lachlan, Paperrnaker al, Tongland in tho Parislr of Tougland and
Stewartry of Kirkcudbright.

36. John Boyd, tr'oremau to the said John 1l1'Lachian.

37. \Yi l l iam 1\.I 'Connell ,  Ageut fol the Bank of Scotla.nd in Wigton.
Wii l iam M'Crakan, Writer in Dumfries.

68. Andrcw f iouglas, Clerk in the said Bank's Ofl ice in Wigton.

59. lYilliairr Crostrie, Sailor in Dumfries.
Mary Broughton, Regidenter in Dumfries.
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40. Margaret crosbie, &lias sewell, wife of the said william crosltie.

47. l)eborair Crosbie. Daughter to the said William Croshie'

42. John Kerr, Merchant in Ecclefecban.

45. Etlwarrl t{yslop, \Yriter in Dumfries.

44. John GourlaY in Whiteside.

45. James l\l'Lttne, lnnkeeper' in Gatebouse.

\Yi l l iam Duncan, Candlemaker in Dumfries, and Janet Fair ies, his spouse'

" Ar. CamPbeU, A.D."

{1. Letter.; watling to Francis shortt, }vriter. Dumfries; dated

27th May, 1788.

GLASOOW, 27th MAY' 88f,h.

Ittiller street -at Messieurs gtenhotlse, M'Lellan, Dunbar & Scott'e &

Co.

Sir,
I have this moment, received a letter from i{r lryslop, informing me

t , h a t l a m { , o p a y m y r e n t t o y o u o r M r G a s s . I b e l i e v e l t o l d y o u l n e v e r
hrrd t.he least objection to pay it to eit,her, at least I am assured I gave Mr

Gass niy reasons ror prettrrica.ling, and lt ibe same time begged him not to

think it was eithcr tliroueh pique or ill will to hiin that I did not pay it-

ouly to oppose a ceftain, piruon who is blessed with more assurance than

wisdom.

Parclon ruc lof rroubling you witb this letter', I would solicit the favour

of your indulgence lor two or three wceks (as I rnean soon to be in Dum'

fries) v,hen I will repay you. If lrou can supet'sede any diligence that may

lle used ag&inst rne in lnl airsence it will be iterned also to the above and if

ever in *y pn*"t shal l  be hnppy tcl  make o rctr l iat ion'

Your Answer lloultl greatly cblige'

Sir.
Your I lurnble Servt ' . ,

(Signed) Thomas Watl ing.

The tollowing nanle untl add'rcss appeqr on' the back of the lettet:

Mr Fraucis Sltortt'
Writer '

Dumfries.

l)unrlr ies. 21st l l rrrclr,  1789'-Pt 'o'drtced upon my Declarat ion of tbis date

lretore Huglt [ l l t . trrol l ,  I isquire'
(Signed) f,'ras. Sbortt.

o ( , ,  )  Eu' Maxwell ,  J 'P'

10. Letter ; \Vatling to Francis Shorti, Writer' Dumfries ;
undated.

t rh ,wut l iug 's  cornpLs .  to  I I I shor t t - I f  he  cou l t t  tavour  h im w i tb  b is

courpirny in rrny lrousc urosl ilgrecable it voultl be esteemed an obligation'

tt not, convenienl, this ligtrt Mr \Yotling will rvlic llpon Mr sbortt by to'mor'

row at breakfagt t lme ten o'clock'
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The lollowing flguree anil aililresg o;ppeor on the other stde of the letter:

4 - 1 6

2 -  4
4

2 -

On the baclt, of the letter there oppeare

Dumfries 21st March. 1?99.
l,rodueed upon my Declaration of this date

Mr f,'rancig Sbortt
Dumfries.

the following Declaration :

before Hugb Mn,rwell .  Esquire
(Signed) ['rans. Sbortt,.
(  . .  )  Bu  Maxwel l ,  . f  1 , .

I I l)rawing sheet announcing classes for teaebinE end terms
?'his pro(luct ion ho's been rcprod,uccd (see plate I ) .

The remain.inq Oaperc are formql. uiz : Erecution.g ol Ctttttonq
to l{itnesses, List ol Assize and Eaecutions ol seruice on watling.

Note on the Family of Coningsburgh.

By R. C. Rnro.

Like so many other early feudar families of Angro-
N'rnran origin, the family of coningsburgh dirt not long
survive Bannockburn. Though it died out ter.ritorially, the
name, however, continued, and, though uncomrnon, was
well known in the Glasgorv area in the rgth centur.l..l The
family's ownership of the barony of Staplegorton, outside
Langholm, was their connecting link with Dumfriesshire.

The first of the name lvas Galfrid cle coningesburg,P
who u'itnessed a charter of Malcolm IV. (r153-64) to Scone

1 These notes were compiled to assist Mr T. c. Kinniburgh,
who claims descent from these Glasgow merchants, and is col-
lecting material for an account of the family.

z rhe surname occurs in the Records in an endless variety
of spelling
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Abbey.3 
,fhe actual date of the charter was at Perth, 116+,

ancl from the list of magnates rvho attested it u'e maY assume

that Galfrid rvas a person of some importance.a It is not

knorvn $'ho he was, but we know where he must have come

from. Hc must have come from the vil l  of castle of

Coningsburgh in South Yorkshire, close to Doncaster. 
'"fhis.

taken in conjunction with his association on his first appear-

ancc in history with King Malcolm, compels the irresistible

conclusion as to his Anglo-Norman origin. For the fee of

Conningsburgh was part of the vast domains of the de

\Aiarren family.
In rr39 Ada de \AIarren, claughter of the znd Earl and

sister of the 3rcl Earl cle warren, married Henry, Earl of

Northumberland, heir to King David I. of Scotland. Trvo

of their sons, Malcolm and William, had prior to their suc-

cession to the throne of Scotland both adopted, or were

knorvn by, the surname of de warren. Their father, Henry,

had granted a salt pan at Werkrvorth to Brinkburn Priory.

The grant $,as confirmed by his son, Malcolm de Grvarrenr:,

Earl of Northumberland.s The Rev. Joseph Huntbr in his

History ol Doncaster, quoting from the Nostel chartulary

in the Cottonian Library, also calls attention to a " William

de Warrenna filius Henrici comitis Northurnbriorttm " who

confirmed a grant to the canons of Nostel. This william

was not the then William, Earl ie Warren, but the brother

and successor of King Malco,lm. When in turn he becamc

King in I 165 he was knorvn in history as William the Lion.

Our early Scottish Kings, having no, surname of their own,

adopted that o,f their mother.

At the date of this Nostel deed William de Warren was

exercising some right, or at least a certain control, over

portions of the Coningsburgh fee.6 \Me must therefore cou'

clude that Ada's two sons received some provision from the

s Liber de Scon, p. 8.
4 R.M.S., L806/L424, aPP. 1.,27-
s chortularies of Brinkbtnn, pp. L4l and 143; surtees

SoeietY.
6 Hunter, I., p. 106.
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coningsburgh estates, and that when Malcolm was called
on to succeed his grandfather, David, on the throne of Scot-
land, he took north with him a man named Galfrid, who
had some residential, if not territorial, connection with
coningsburgh. His christian name of Garfrid or Geoffrey
is a sure index to his Norman strain.

No grant of lands to Galfrid is known, but it may lle
assumed with some safety that he received the barony of
Staplegorton. carlisle mo,re than Edinburgh \\ras the centre
of administration in King David and Earl Henry's ti ine, and
it is no distant cry from Langhorm to carlisle. Nothing else
is known of Galfrid.

He was succeeded b-v his nephew, wilriarn de cunnigge-
burch, who granted to Kelso Abbey the advowson of
staplegorton church, rvhich from the rvording of the grant
he appears to have founded.? The grant rvas corrfi.rrred by
william the Lion.s This fl€pheu,, wilriam, may be identi-
fied rvith the william de coningburc who witnessed a g.rant
of a salt pan in colvend by Roger Mascurus to the priory
of st. Bees in the last quarter of the rzth centur.y.s This
is by no means the onry instance of association between the
coningsburg and xfasculus families. It may denote some
affinity.

If the first trvo generations of the family can thus be
definitely identif iecl, the remaining ones are much more specu-
lative. There were severar wil l ia'rs in succession, two of
*'hom were Knights, but it is difficult to differentiate
:rmongst them. At so,me date before rz43 \,Villiam de
Conigburg,, perhaps a son of William, nephew of Galfrid,
granted the lands of Rig, whicir he held as feudatory of
Roger Avenel, Lord of Eskdare, to John Fraser, erdest son
of sir Gilbert Fraser. The grant was in connection with
John Fraser's marriage rvith r\ l icia, daughter of wil l iam,r0
This' of course, does not impry that Aricia u,as heiress of

7 Liber de Calchou, TL,2gl.
I  lb id. , I . ,  16.
g Reg. de Bega, p. 91.
10 Reg. Hon. de Morton,II., g.
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W i l | i a n t . o n z q t h J u l y , I 2 $ 9 l t S i r \ \ l i l l i a m d e C u n i n g b u r t
witnessed a charter whereby Robert cle l)unclovenald granted

t o h i s o v e r l o r d ' s i r R o b e r t d e B r u s ' t u ' o c a r t l c a t e s i n t h e
;;_;i Ecclefechan along with that advorvson.ll For by re6o

\ V i l l i a m h a d b e e n l i n i g h t e A , i n w h i c h y e a r h i s s o n ' W i l l i a n r
cle Coningburcht' gu; to Herbert' son of Sir Aymer de

Nlaxrvell, a charter of a carucate of land in l-angholm

within the fee of Staplegorton and half ?t carucate in

B r a k a n n r a , l v h i c l r w a s t h e f o r e r u n n e r c l f t l r e M a x r v e l l i n -
terests in that district.l2 This grant rvas confirmed by King

Alexander on 6th April, r26c.' wherein Sir Will iam

Cunyngsburg is described as deceast'13 In rzSr Herbert de

Maxrvell quitclaimed these lands of Langholm and-

Brakenwra toS i rJohnL inc lesav ,Chamber la ino fsco t lanc l . la
By rz85 thc Chambcrlain' rvho rvas ancestor of the Lindsavs

of Wauchop, seems to have secured the wholc of Staple-

gorton,15 ana in r3r5 his grandson' John Lindesay' Canon

of Glasgorv, resigned that barony into the hands of the

Crown for grant in '3to-t to Sir James de Douglas'16 Thus

ended the connection of the coningburghs rvith staple-

gorton'  
r r r : r r :^*  ra c i  one of  the

In r2g2 a Wil l iam de Cuningburgh was

auditors on behalf o{ Brus and Balliol when Edrvard I'

h e a r c l t h e i r c o m p e t i n g c l a i m s t o t h e C r o w n o f s c o t l a n d . l ?

b u t w e c a n n o t b e s u r e h e w a s i d e n t i c a l r v i t h t h e o w n e r o f

Staplegorton. At any rate he disappears as a landed pro-

prietor in Dumfriesshirc, and when that class was called on

in rzg6to render hon'rage to Edward l' it u'as not a Willianr

but a Duncan de Cunygsburgh of Dumfriesshire u'ho

signed the Ragman Roll.li This is the onlv known refer-

r1 Bain, I ' ,  1763'
t z C h a r t u l ' a r A o f P o l l o l c M a m w e l l ' 2 ; s e e a l s o R e g ' H o n ' t l e

Mo'rton,II . ,  P. 6'
" R"g. H'on' d'a lltl6Yton' II" P' ?'

tt lbid., p. 9.
$ 1fui,fl., p. g,

16 Reg. Hon. de Morton' II" P' 18'

. L7 Palgrave, 54'
18 Bain, II., 198'
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ence t<1, Duncan, and it is far from certain that he owned

Staplegorton.

On the other hand. \,Villiam may not have died but

retired to Lanarkshire and been knighted, for a William de

Cunyngburgh of the County of Lanark signed the Ragman

Roll in rzg6,Le and on r4th ,September of that year had his

lands restored to him.m At some date between tzg6 and

r3o3, as Sir \A/illiam, he was in possession as leasee of the

Castle of Durisdeer.zr Unfortunately there is no evidence

to associate him rvith Staplegorton, and he mav have be-

longed to a different branch of the family. He was dead

by 13o6, and an inquest showed that he had owned the

lands of 
'foleybothville (Tullieboyle, in Fife). the yearly

value of rvhich was 80 merks. which lands Edu'ard I. had

taken, intending to build a castle there. T'he inquest was

lreld on rTth September, r 7oZ. and found that Tullieboyle

had been given by William de Cunygburgh with his claugh-

ter and heiress Lora in marriage to Richard, son of Sir John

de Bykerton, on the peculiar condition that if John and Lora

had died without issue then the property was to revert to Sir

John Bikerton for life under reversion to Lora and her

heirs. Richard died rvithout heirs by Lo.ra, 'rvho then

rnarried Sir Thomas de la Haye. Sir John de Bikerton, the

liferenter of 
'fullieboyle, 

died " r 5 days before last Pente-

cost," so Lora and her husband, Sir Thomas de la Haye,

were the owners.E

Sir William de Cunyngsburgh had also been possessed

<;f a life interest in the Castle of Luffenoch (now Luffness),

in the parish of Aberlady. Haddingtonshire, irnother

[fvkerton inheritance, which probably indicates that he had

nrarried a de Bykerton. The reversion of the castle be-

longed to [Sir] John de Bykerton. When Cunyngsburgh

died, Edrvarcl I. at Lanercost on 4th October, 1306, granted

Luffness Castle and other lands in Haddingtonshire to John

re Bain, I I . ,  p. 203.
20 lbid.,  p. 226.
21 lbid.,  L452.
z2 Bain, I I I . ,  13.
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cie Kyngeston on the ground that they had been forfeited

by the rebel l ion of Bykerton.2r

Another nrember of the family, Sir Thomas de

Cunigburch. perhaps a brother or son of Sir Wil l iam, was

associated s' i th the celebrated Alan Duru'ard. Justiciar of

Scotland. u'itnessing a charter by ,\lan tn Lindores Abbey

(Fife) in tz5r,24 and another b) '  the same granter to '<r

hospital foundecl by Alan ir t  Kincardin.2s T'his Sir 
' l 'ho'mas

rrray be the 
'fh<lmas 

de Conigburt ntentionecl in 1244'26 He

last appears in c. r255, rvi tnessing g' i th Alzrn Durward and

Richard iVlasculus a charter by Nigel, Earl of Car:r ick.z? It

is possible that l'homas was the plo'genitor of the Ayrshire

branch, for in rz96 a Gilbert de Convngburgh of County

Ayrshire swore allegiance to Edwarcl I. and lig'ures in Rag-

man Ro1l.28

This Gilbert was probabl.v the seconci of that name, for

in a charter which cannot be more closely dated than

rz83-r3o6 by James the Stervart of Scotland, relat ing to land

in Renfrer,v, Gilbert cle Coningsburgh, 
" patre," is a r'l ' it-

ness.2g Father or so,n hacl zrcted as auditor with Willianl

de Conyngsburgh in the competition proceedings for the

Cror.r 'n.& His seal survives.sl

Gilbert, the father, nlay also have been a Perthshire

landowner, for a man of that nallte \\'as Lord of Abirdalgy,

a parish lying to the south of Perth. As such, circa 1272,

he witnessed a charter by Nlalcolrri, Earl of Lennox, to John

cle Luss.dz To the son, on the other hand. rnay perhaps be

2;i Qfu61'l'st' Rolls, 1300/26, 109.
2t Chat'tulura of Li'nclot'es (Scots Hist. Soc'), p' 86' In

1266 a Thomas de conisburg' and Laetitia, his wife, had acquit-

tance fot * merk in Notts (Fine Rolls,II., ed' Roberts, p' 446\'

z ;  Reg,  EP.  Ahe ' i 'deen, l l ' ,275 '
2 0  B a i n ,  L , 2 6 7 2 .
27 R.M.S., 1306/1424, 509.
zs Bainr II., 205.
1tt] Miscellany of Scots Hist. Soc., IV', 321.
:ttt Pt1*tuve, 54.
:rr lzin, I I . ,  p. b49.
3t Churtu.lary of Lenno:v, P. 21.
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assigned an English episode which occurred prior to r2Z2
(tempo Hen. III.). Gilbert de Cuningburgh, Hugh Giffard,
and others o,f the Kingdo,m of Scotland had slain one
Richard Bullock at Cambok, on the English side of the
Border. They promptly fled back into Scotland. The
English authorities held an enquiry in r zZSt'9, which elicited
the fact that they were persons of bad repute and had been
instigatecl to the crime by AIan de Lascelles. Alan produced
a charter of remission from Henry III. pardoning him, but
Gilbert and Hugh, being absent, were formally outlawed.sJ
The younger Gilbert survived into the next century, for in a
charter by Robert I. (r3r5-zr) to Fergus of Ardrossan of
the barony of Ardrossan, there is mention of Richard de
Boyville and Gilbert de Cunnyngburghe as Crorvn tenants
rvithin that barony.sa 'fhis 

Ayrshire branch, like the Staple-
gorton o'ne, must have died out. 'I'he 

narne, hou'ever, per-
sisted in Bute, where in rSS4 \\rilliam Cunnyburgh was
served heir to Archibald Cunnyburgh of Skethok in that 16
merkland;35 and also in Dumbarton, where in r5z4 there was
mention of \{ariota Fleming, relict o,f Adam Cunyngburgh,
burgess.so Perhaps it is from these that the Glasgow family
is descended.

33 Bain, II., p. 34.
34 n.lw.s., L306it424, 5L.
35 Lennou Chartulary.
36 L.H.T. Acs., Y., L9L.
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Field Meetings.

8th Au$ust, 1956.

Rob$ill, Bonshaw, and Birrens'

Only r4 persons left by mot<rr 
'bus from the Ewart

Library for this meeting, but others joining en route in

private cars brought the attendance at Birrens to from

So to 60.

A tRobg i l l Tower the fo rmerp rop r i e to r ,Co l .M .Conne l

of lllackyett, gave an account of the Tower, its relationship

to other Irving strongholds, the crusaders' stone, and some

o ' f t h e f o r m e r p r o p r i " t o r r . H e w a s t h a n k e d b y t h e P r e s i -

dent for his acldress, and consentecl to prepare his material

for publication in the Transactions. 
'fhe 

cornpany was shown

over the bui ldings.

At Bonshaw Mr R. C. Reid, tlre President, read a paper

on the claims of the Irvings to early proprietorship. The

old Torver was opened to the visitors, and the President's

vote of thanks to captain Irving for his courtesy' lvas heartily

endorsed.

After tea at Ecclefechan a brief business meeting was

held, the Presirlent being in the chair. A number of nen'

members were proposed and admitted. 
'l 'he 

President inti-

mated that N{r Thornton T'aylor had consented to act as

Hon. Secretary to the Society in place of Vlr Egarr' and

moved his adoption for that o,ffice. This w'as seconded bv

Mr G. W. Shir ley and unanimously approved'

At Birrens Roman Station the company, under the guid-

ance of Mr Eric Birley, vierved the excavations rvhich had

been made under his instruction, ancl he gave a clear exposi-

tion of the results. These had proved that the camp had a

much more extended period of occupancy than the former

excavations, 40 years before, had shown, and had added

three distinct periods of occupancy to the former two.

Mr Richmond, a colleague o,f Mr Birley, described rvhat

the excavations had revealed at the gateway, and demon-
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strated that the original gatelvay herd been a stone ancl tirnber
structure.

Mr Shirley moved a vote of thlinks to Mr Reid, *,hom
he congratulated on the successful issue of the work rvhich
h€, with Mr Bir lev, had init iateci,  and 1or rvhich he had
collected the funds, noting that l{r Reid hacl a hcreclitary
interest in Birrens in so much :rs his ancestor, the Rev. peter

Rae. directed the attention of Gordon of the ltinerayiutn to
the remains; also to NIr Bir ley and Mr Richmoncl for their
work and demonstrations. The papers rn'ourcl form a valu-
able addition to the Trunsact.ions of thc Societv. f'he motion
u'as carried with acclamation.

(The papers above mentionecl rn,ill be founcl belou,.)

Irving Towers.

By Colonel F. R. M'CoNNpr.

It is probably rvithin the knowledge of ail present that
Robgil l is one of the seven " Irving I 'on,t:rs,, '  on or near the
Kirtle water, the chief seat of the Irvings being at Bonshau..

There is some doubt as to the placcs *'hcre all thc
seven Towers were situated, there are so many of these olcl
keeps in this part of Dumfriesshire. but in the immediatc
neighbourhood of Bonsha1v, n'hich is o,n the right bank of
the Kirtle, n'e have Robgill on the same side. then \voocl-
house, nearly opposite Robgil l.

'fhe 
old Tower at Wysbic is 'o\\, ito more. but wzrs

nearly opposite Bonshaw, and the 'fou'cr 
at cove u,as a mile

or so' lorver down the Kirtle water from Robgill, thus all
these strongholds u'ere n'ithin a couple of nriies of Bonshau,
and near enough in case of alarm to render each other
efficient help. There \\/as even said to be an underground
passage betn'een Bonsharv and Robgil l" but the l ine of such
a passage would have to cross a deep gien, so that it is
doubtful if such a passag'e could have been constructed.

Earthworks.

In a field opposite the entrance to Robgill avenue there
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is an ancient artificial mouncl or cairn, and a similar one on

tllackyett not far off. The late Laird of Bonshaw said that

the one on Robgill was an outlook post for Bo'sh414', but

that seerns doubtful. The one on Blackyett has a ditch and

earthrvork all round it, and in the wood at Robgill there is

another but smaller earthwork or fort. Probably these

three rvorks are much older than the Towers'

Dats of Bui lding.

T h e l n z t e n t o r l l o f A n c i e n t M o n u m e n t s g i v e s t h e r 6 t h

century as the probable date of building'

I n h i s B o o h o f t h e l r d n g s t h e l a t e L a i r d o f B o n s h a w

rnakes the following statement : " The Castle consisted of

a strong square Tower lvhich existed in the year lo2o when

we (the lrvings) go't it. "

. In his Book of the lrzrings it is stated that King Bruce

shelterecl at Bonsharv when he fleci from the court of King

Edward rst in the year 13o6. Then we have the " Bruce's

cave ,, at cove, the traditional home of the spider that

helped to, u,eave King Bruce's life histoty, iI the verses so

m a n y o f u s i n o u r y o u t h h a d t o c o m m i t t o n r e m o r y a r e t o

be believed.

N{y old uncle, Robert Irving of Cove' used to say that

his family obtainecl Cove Estate frorn King Malcolm of Scot-

land, u,ho reignecl from rr5r to 1165. That does no't  prove

that a' lo*,er *,as bui l t  then, though doubtless a laird of Cove

irr thosc troublous t imes u,ould erect some defensive shelter '

I { o r v e v e r , n o n e o f t h e s e , b e t h e y f a c t s o r t r a d i t i o n s '

really help us much as to the original date of building the

Towers. Be the date the roth or the r6th century, as far

as we know the Towers were all built to the same design'

and probably at the same time. 
'fhere 

is an interesting

similarity between Bonshaw and Robgill, for both have a

sto,ne u,ith the sacred monogram, I.H.S., deeply cut. let

into the arch just inside the entrance'

W e k n o r v t h a t R o b g i l l a t a n y r a t e w a s b u r n t b y t h e

E n g l i s h i n I s 4 4 , T h e s e T o w e r s w e r e s o s o l i d l y b u i l t t h a t

the shell of the Torver would probably survive the burning

and require little more than to be re-roofed. I wonder
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whether when the r6th century is mentioned in the Inz,en-
tory of Ancient Monuntents it may not have had some con-
nection with the date of restoration after the English visitors
had paid their visit in rS44.

PreEont Oondition of the Towerg.

Bonshaw has been retained in its original state, with a
modern covered way connected to the dwelling-house.

Robgill has had various additions made from time to
time, but the shell of the old tower remains, incorporated in
a modern mansion.

Woodhouse is a ruin, though it lvas saved from com-
plete collapse some years ago by the proprietor at that time,
who in part re-built it.

Of Cove and Wysbie it is difficult to,find the remains.
The rounded addition to Robgill, on the side next the

Kirtle, was built by Sir Paulus Amelius Irving, son of the
then Laird of Bonshaw, probably about the year r8oo.

The front of Robgill is modern, having been built about
r854 by my father, Frederic M'Connel, the then owner, and
various other additions were made by the next olvner. the
father of the present Laird.

Last of the lrvlngs of Robglll.

It is beyond my power to tell of all the Irvings who
owned Robgill. The Sir Paulus ^4nrelius Irving already
mentioned was the last Irving to own Robgill.

In addition to Robgill, Sir P. ,8,. Irving owned Wood-
house and Blackyett. A copy of the advertisement for the
sale of Robgil l and Woodhouse, dated r8r8, is given in the
Book of the Iruings. Blackyett was left to his nephew, and
was afterwards bought by -y father, and is now my pro-
perty.

Sir Paulus died in 1832.

Aneodotee about Bobglll.

Robgill was at one time held by " Black Christie, " so
called because of his black armo,ur.

Another Christ ie lrving, or was i t  "  Black Christ ie "?

sallied forth early one morning and raided the neiehbour-
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ing Tower of Stapleton, and occupied it for some months,

clespite the efforts of the authorities to evict him.

Prior to the building of Robgill Bridge over the Kirtle

in 1835 Robgill was approached from the north by a ford'

A story was told by my aunt, the widorv of Ro'bert

Irving of Cove, rvhich describes a practical joke played by

the son <lf Sir Paulus. It was usual for the minister of l{irk-

patrick to dine at Robgill on Sunday evenings. C)wing to

the minister's man being unable to drive him o'n one occa-

sion, young Paulus offered to fetch him. He substituted

a wooden pin for the iron one on the forecarriage. which

broke when he drove violently over the ford, leaving the

body of the carriage and the minister in the middle of the

river.
I had an amusing experience of the same sort rvhen I

was a boy. I rvas driving home to Robgill a pony phaeton

with my tutor and a large and weighty cheese over the

ford at Cove, when it stuck in the middle of the river, so

my tutor had to get into the water and help the pony to

drag me and the cheese to the bank !

My connection with Robgill dates from a few years

after my father built the present front, and I think I rnay

claim to have seen the last assembly of an armed force in

front o,f Robgill, rvhen my father as Captain of the Annan-

dale Rifle Volunteers, nervly formed, entertained them to

dinner here. I distinctly remember being held up in the

arms of an aunt on the Robgill steps to see the gallant

Volunteers in their grey uniforms and shakes being paraded

on the ground in front of the stePs.

The fact of there being sufficient room to parade the

men on the new front of the house leads me to suggest that

the entrances to these o,ld to,wers were placed with the front

doors facing the steep banks of the Kirtle, so leaving no

room for any large enemy force to assemble before the door.

Close in front of the original Robgill entrance, on the

precipitous bank, was an old oak tree, with (for me) the

pleasing tradition that on it was to be hung the eldest son

of the Laird.



I am glad to say that that old tree was balked of its

prey in my case (or I would not have been here to-day), and

i+. has since fallen down the rock and is no longer a menace

to any younger generation.

A stone cannon ball found in the time of the late

Frederic M'Connel, when a drain was being dug at Robgil l .

was shown at the end of this address.

Bonshaw.

By R. C. Rup.

It is just 3o years since the Societv visited Bonsharv
Tower. On that occasion we w'ere addressed and shown
round by the late Colonel Irving of Bonshaw, a man of out-
standing and forceful character, whose main pride in life
was his clan and this old tower which after enclless costly
litigation he recovered for his family. Here for 4oo years
o,r more his forebears had resided. \A'ithin its walls rs
generations, maybe more, had been born, lived active and
crowded days, and passed away. Yet none of them have
been forgotten, for the late Laird of Bonshaw made it his
business to u'rite a history of the clan called the Book of the
Iraings, in rvhich, as was but natural, the house of Bonshau'
and its offshoots occupied the principal space.

Colonel Irving narrates a tradition that Bruce, hasten-
ing north fro,m London to meet Comyn at the (]revfriars'

Monastery at Dumfries, stayed a night in Bonshaw Tou'er.
I have been unable to trace this story further back than
1866, when in slightly different form it appeared in a little
book entitled trIralhs in Annandale. rvhich incorporates rvithin
its covers many local traditions-and some errors. Nliss
Marjorybanks says that Bruce was fleeing'from the pursuit
of Edward Longshanks. If so, the episode must have been
after Comyn's murder. This tradition is borrowed fronr the
Irvings of Drum, in Aberdeenshire. It was part of their
family history in 1246. On this tradition the historian of
the Irving clan bases his claim for the antiquity of Bonshaw
Tower. That claim Do, oD€ would have dared to contest in
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the presence of Colonel Irving, and it is therefore rneet that

it be dealt rvith tenderly to-day.
As rve see it to-day the Tou'er of Bonsharv is a r 6th

century structure. It is in extraordinary good condition,

has been well cared for, and has suffered hardly at all at

the hands of the modern " restorer." Only its roof shos's

signs of structural alteration, the original roof having been
more steeply pitched. To the expert eve of the Ant:ient

Monuments Commission, the parapet sho,rvs signs of reccnt

restoration. The walls are 40 feet in height, and. as at

Robgill, there is a splayed basement course round the u'alls

at a height of. z feet 6 inches from the ground. 1'he present

outer porch is, of course, modern, having been erectcd b1'

Colonel Irving. There is no iron yett to the original door-

way, though in the stormv days of the past one must almost

certainlv have blocked the entrance, o,ver which in raised

characters is inscribed the family motto. One enters through

the door into a vestibule admitting to the basement and to

the wheel stair in the north-eastern angle. Fronr the stone

roof of this vestibule hangs. as at Robgill. .t pendant on

r,r'hich is carved I.H.S. in monog'ram. This is knou'n in

the family as the Crusader stone. The story goes that it

was brought back frorn Palestine by some unknown and

unnamed member of the Irving clan. blessed in transit by

the Pope himself, and then carved and huilt in here. That

implies that the sto'ne is pre-Reformation and is coeval rvith

the tower, even if its Palestinian origin and Crusading date
be disregarded. It is easy to be sccptical about this stone.

but it is certainly difficult to explain its presence. f'he fact

that Robgill has a similar one merel.y complicates the pro-

blem. It must have been a very ardent Catholicism that

brought two such stones from Palestine. They are identical

in shape and design, and seem to be modelled on a seal

matrix. The one at Robgill is certainly later than the torver

in which it was placed, for over the vestibule at Robgill rl'as

originally a hatch for communication to the first floor abovc.

The opening of that hatch has been built up, quite obviously,

and the stone inserted in the centre. The same thing may
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have happened at Bonshaw, thOugh here all clumsiness has
been avoided, and the building-in might be perrt of the
criginal vaulting. 

'fhe 
Robgill stone has becn whitervashed,

so its texture and skin cannot help us. The lJonshau' stone,
on the other hancl. may have bcen rubbed dorn'n in recent
years. It is skilfully llood-lit by electricity, :rnd in conse-
quence looks painfully modern. At present rve must hesitate
to ascribe any date to it. A photograph of it will be sub-
rnitted to an ecclesiological expert for his vier,vs on the design
of the monogram, and perhaps someone rvith experience of
stones from local quarries may be able to say whence it
came.la I  may adcl that the prcsent owner of Robgil l ,  who
is famil iar rvi th'both stones. claims that his is the original
and that the Bonshalv stone is a relatively rnodern copy. But
as the Robgill stone is still covered rvith rvhitewash we are
unable to adjudicate.

The basement is ceiled with the usual barrel vault, and
is provided rvith gunloops. A stone bin for storage of pro-
visions is built against the east wall, and in the opnosite

corner is a partially intermural chamber. once probably

used as a prison, measuring sonre 8 ft. by 4 ft. 6 inches.
It has no windor,r', but there is a ventilation flue through

the vaulted ceiling. The first floo,r is the hall, antl i*" lit by
windows fitted with modern mullions. 

'fhe 
south rvindow

is provided with stone seats, where the ladies of the house

could sit and enjoy such sunshine as penetrated into the

lu A photograph of this stone, kindly taken by Mr Eric
Birley, F.S.A., was submitted to Mr C. H. Hunter Blair, F.S.A.,
an expert on heraldry and kindred matters. His verdict is as
foilows: " The pendant stone with the sacred monogram upolt
it appears to be not earlier than late 15th or early 16th century.
Its style and shape suggest that, and, of course, it has nothing
whatever to do with the Crusades. f wonder what bomet lairds
from Seotland ever went a-crusading! M'Gibbon and Ross,
Vol. III., say that there is a motto on the door of the tower
which reads, SoIi deo Honor et Gloria-suggesting a religious
turn of mind of the builder, which may also have shown itself
in the monogram. I do not think it can have any special signi-
ficance other than the serious mind of the builder or restorer of
the tower."
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rather gloomv interior. Two of the lvindows have small

aumbries inserted in the jambs. But the real feature of the

room is a, large and handsome aumbry, commonly called the

altar, under an arched head. It does not seenl to have any

religious associations. 
'fhe 

other feature of the room is the

tine 7 ft. high fireplace with moulded jambs. The second

floor was formerly used as a billiard roo,m, but is now unfur-

nished. In the north-western angle is a garderobe. The

late Colonel Irving would never recognise this nece'isary

sanitary adjunct, but insisted that it had some mysterious

connection with an underground passage alleged to com-

municate rvith Robgill. But its object is quite definite. It

was for the use of the ladies of the househo'ld. f he men

conformed to more primitive usage on the parapet r,r'alk.
'fhe 

third ffoor is really a garret under the roof surrounded

by u fine parapet rvalk. Originally the roof drainage was

through gargoils, only a fer,v of which survive. But the

late Colone! In'ing had collected several olcl samples of

gargoi ls, which i t  is his son's intention to bui ld into the

parapet.

This tower was defended by a courtyard rvall, with

perhaps a fosse beyond, all traces of which have n<lw dis-

:rppeared. But it is l<nown that rvhen the modern residence

rvas built in rToo the wall was removed and the surround

levelled for a larvn. 
'I'o 

what extent the iow wall along the

cliff edge is ancient is no't clear. In its present state it does

not appear to be coeval u'ith the torver. Apart from the

prison and the garderobe, the torver hzts no intern:ural apart.

rnents or passages, and its entrance has ahvays been on the

ground level. Architecturallv it therefore pertains to the

mid r6th century.

Let us notv turtr and see rvhat history has to sav about

i t  and the family rvho inhabitecl i t ,  and, above al l .  rvhether

it can at all confirm the architectural evidence. ll 'he earliest

reference I can f ind tt t  r tn Irving on the Border is in 1459,

when Herbert and Edrn'ard Irving, along with Bells of lilacket-

house, received remissiol of fines levied on them at the
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Justice Ayre.l  Herbert got another remission in 1465.2 In
1473 william and John Irving's were fined for depredations
in Galloway.s But rve have no evidence to connect these
typical members of the clan rvith this Torver of Bonshau,.
Yet rso years later the clan \\ /as behaving in : ln exactlv
similar nranner. Here is the record of two lrvings, cousins
of the house .16 14rysbie, in the year t6tz. They were tried
for steal ing, in 16o8 six ()xcn from rancrs of Dru'rnruir,  in
16o9 tr,r'o sheep from Ja'res white in l)ornock I i' July,
r6ro, three l innen lvebbs from a poor \r,oman in Gull ielands;
in october, 1610, seven nags and mares fro'r lands of
Mouswald. and two nalis and a mare from Robbicquhat.
For this record they rvere cleclared fugitives at ;r r)umfries
Justice :\yre i '  october. rf i rr .  

' I 'hey 
shif ted their hunting

grounds, u'ent north, and carr ie<l on. In Junc, 16r z, thev
l i f ted a horse frorn the Lzrird of l)uris, and in August, 16rz,
trvo horses from the lancls of Echt under si lence of niqht.
brought them to Edinburgh. where they exposed the horses
for sale in the horse 'rercat. The horses were recognised,
the Irvings challenged and arrested. T'hey conrmittecl
perjur,v bv giving false nanres, but were founcr guilty of
common theft " fra the South to the North and the North
to the south. " verdict-" to be hangit on a gil:bet at the
Castle Hil l  of Edinburgh quhil l  thay be cleid. ' ,a

Fronr all n'e knorl, of the'r the Bonsha*, racrs \r.erc no
better.

I t  has been suggested that in th. r5th centurv the
lands of Bonshaw belonged to the Corrie family.s Certainly
a great part of rvhat later formed the Bonshaw estate be-
longed at that time to the corries. Both Robgill and staple-
ton lay within the Baro,ny of Newbie, corrie property. But
there is no clear evidence that Bonshaw was inclucled. In
the year 1484 disaster overtook the corries. and it is signifi-

7  E: t . .B. ,  VI . ,  5b4.
2  8n . r? . ,  V I I . ,  311 .
3.  L .H.T.  Ac. ,  L ,  g .
+ Pitcair.n, III., 241.
; Hist.  Mon. Comm. (Du,mfriessl ire), p.Z.

1 5 1
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cant that before that date there is no historical evidence of

an Irving of Bonshaw. That year the banished Albany and

the Douglases invaded Annandale in expectation of a rising

in their favour. One of the few families that joined them

$,as the Corries. On St. Magdalene's Dav the Douglases

with an English force entered Lochmaben, whence rhey

were repulsed, and a long running fight was continued as

far as Kirtle Water. The English supporting force had

halted on Burnswark to maintain the line of c('mmunica-

tions. It, too, was involved in the running fight and suffered

casualties. Amongst them one named W-illiam Mtrsgrave

1uas made prisoner. Now in these enlightened days one

did not hack to pieces one's prisoners or shoot thenl in

batches according to present-day Iberian ideals. In the

r 5th century prisoners were valuable loot, and were not

destined to the shambles. 
'Ihey could be turned into hard

cash. So when John Kirkpatrick in Hesilbrae captured

William \fusgrave there must have been rejoicings in

Cumrue and Elshieshields. Now there were obvious diffi-

culties in the way of a Mid-Annandale tenant farmer

negotiating with a westmorland family for the ransom of

one of its members. An intermecliary r,l,'ho rvas familiar

rvith both sides of the Border was desirable. Such a man

rvas found in the person of one William lrving, who in all

probabilitv had not been at Lochmaben but had arrived rvith

another party of Scots during the pursuit and had com-

pleted the <liscomfiture of the invaders. Hor,r' William

Irving transacted the business we do not know, but in return

for ,, four score angell nobil is of gold " Musgrave was re-

turned to his kith ancl kin. Apparentlv the bargain rvas

that Irving should conduct Ndusgrave to England and bring

back the golcl. Kirkpatrick rvas a cautious man or perhaps

he knel' \\rilliarn Irying, so before he parted with il{usR'rave

he secured Adam Johnston of that I lk as surety that Irving

rvoulcl produce the gold. Ancl that is just rvhat Irving failed

to do. He kept it. He even managed to retain it f.or z4

years. In the year r 5.oti Kirkpatrick successfully sued Adam

Johnston as surety for the money. In these last proceedings
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Irving is described as william lrving of Bonshavr'-the first
reference to Bonshaw or any Irving associated rvith it that I
have found.

The corries who had fought on the rvrong side had ail
their lands forfeited. Nlany of these lands were granted
to the victors, and it seems likety that \,Villialn Irving was
rewarded rvith Bonsharv. colonel lrving tells us that the
earl iest t i t le of Bonshaw is dated r5zo,6 but he cloes not g. ive
an extract of it, so we do not knorv rvhether the I;:vings held
of the crown, of the Corries, o,r, as rnav be the case, of the

Johnstons. f'he fact that Johnston r,vas suretv for Irving
in the matter of the ransonl implies sorne feudal clependence,
and, as wil l  be seen. there was always a close al l iance between
the famil ies.

It  must be assumed that Wil l ianr In' ing, the f irst to
be designated of Bonshau', died a ferv months after this
ransom l i t igation, for on rzth october, r5ro. Edu'ard Irving
of Boynschan' rvitnessed a Holmains sasine.T 

'fhese 
are thc

only references I have found of these tu'o generations rvho
preceded the first recorded by Colonel Irving, namelv,
christopher Irving of Bonsharv, rszo-r<+2. 't'ho is reputecl
1o have been slain at the Battle of solway lVloss. It u,as this
christopher rvho bought stapleton from \4/illiam Johnstone
of Gretna.s The next Laird Edrvard perished at Dryfe
Sands.e I l is son and heir,  christopher. drerv _yet closer
the bonds exist ing betrveen the Johnstons arid the Irvings
bv marr-ving Margaret, daughter of Iohn Johnston of John-
ston. I t  must have been one of these three rairds, proba,blv
Edu'ard, that built the present tower of Bonshau,. 'fhat 

does
not mean that the previous owners did not inhabit this
site. But it predicates another habitatbn, probably a timber

E Rook of the lruings, p. 28. On 2gth August, 1b06, Wm.
rrving of Boynshaw was infeft in the sB land of Ecclefechair
on preeept from Andrew Lord Herfies (Lag Charters).

7 Holntains Charter Chest.
e Raehills Papers, p. 16.
st Book of the lru'ings, chart facing p. 86. But on p. 60 it

is stated that Edward died in November, 160b. similar incon-
sistencies appear elsewhere in the volume.

1 5 3
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torver rvith a palisade surround-the " peile " that gives its

name to our Peel T'owers.

This torver cluring its four cettturies of existence has seen

sonre st irr ing t imes and dist inguished visi tors. I f  rve omit,

on grounds of lack of evidence, the traditional visit of the

Brus and another alleged visitation by the wrathful Edward

I-ongshanks, there is st i l l  a f ine residuum of interest. In the

clan r,vars betlveen the Nlaxwells and the .Johnstons that were

to terminate at l)ryfe Sands. Maxlvell in r585 took and burnt

Johnston's tower at Lochu'ood. Johnston sought refuge with

his relatives at Bonshaw Torver, which rvas beleagured by

Vlaxrvell. Holinshed describes what followed : " At what

time he (Maxu,ell) so battered the Castell (Bonshaw) with

art i l ler ie that the house was almost gotten; which being

perceived of those rvithin they fell to parlee whereby in the

end the matter rvas r,vholly compounded betu'een them by

the rnediation and furtherance of the Lord scope of Eng-

land.  "

A ferv years later another meeting at Bonshaw is re-

cordecl. In 15gr the " bonny Earl of N{oray " had been

slain by the Earl of Huntly, and no steps were taken to bring

the murclerers to justice. It was indeed openly said that

the King himself r,vas not free froni complicity in the tnurder,

for the " bonny Earl " was a great favourite of the Queen.

But his kinsmen were determined on vengeance, and Andrew

Stuart. Lorcl C)chiltree, was active in enlisting support and

organising rebel l ion in 1593. He joined forces rvith the

Earl of Bothrvell and enlisted the help of Johnston of Loch-

wood and Irving o,f Bonshaw. 
'fhis 

is rvhat the chronicler

says : ,, At this tyme the Lord Ochiltree road to the Loch-

rvood and after conference rvith Johnston there quho had

sworne and promist to him to concur as one of the friendis

in the revendge of the slauchter of the Erle of Morav, they

bzrithe read forward that nicht to the Bonschar,v quheare the

Earle of Bothwell and Sir Robert Maxr,r'ell of Spotts (brother-

in-law of Johnston) met thame on the morne and theare

they all subscryvit ane band to go forduard in the revendge

of the same at all occasions and with dilegence. Lyl<as it

was promisit and appoyntit amangis thaime and theare haill
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friendis to that effect that they should n-reit in Dalkeith second
Apryle r1g+."

But the meeting at Dalkeith never took place. Dryfe
Sands rvas fought in l)ecember, rs9j,  and N,laxrvelr srain.
The Kine, after a senrblance of disfavour rvith ochi l tree
and J<lhnston, rnacle ochi l tree Governor of Edinburgh castle
and Johnston \Varclen of the Western \, Iarch, and the con-
spiracv conseqtrently brol<e up. It is not aru,ays rvisc to
grasp nettles too firntlv in the hanc,l.

Yet anothcr refererce \\:e have to a visitor-involuntary
this time-to llonsha.u,; one rvho may have languished in
that black hole rvhich r,r'e call the prison. In rqgs a company
of foot formed the Royal Garrison at Lochmaben castle.
captain Richard r ' Iaxvvel l ,  erpparently of the crustanes
farni ly, * 'as in comrnand, and on roth February rvas sent
out by the u'arden depute to arrest some Johnstons. lhe

Johnston cla'  at once rosc in arms, ancr were joined by
the Grahams of Netherby and Irvings of Bonsharv. r\  body
of 4oo of them suddenly descended on the captain and his
small  force of 5o. sleu' manv, dispersed the rest. barbarousl.y
cutt ing the throats of the dead u,i th , ,  braig knyveis. "

Prisoners were taken but shamefully murclered tu,o ho,urs
later. 

'fhe 
captain rvas dangerously rvouncled in the head

and back and taken captive to the house of 
' rundergarth.

Three days later he rvas removed to the house of Bonsharn,
and held prisoner * ' i thout medical attention. \ ,vhen James
Young, chirurgeon. came from Dumfries to attend to him
he was refusecl access to his patient and robbecl of e'ery-
thing he stood in. FIon, it ended u'e know not, but the
captain \vAS sufficientlv recovered bv zrst December to
appear in court. lo

No less than trvice has the Irving habitation here been
devastated. In t544 Lord wharton, the Engrish warden,
o'n returning from a raid, burnt Bonshaw and Robgil l  and al l
the homes, peels, steads, and corn in their u.ay;11 and again
in.r57o the Earl of Sussex crossed the Border rvi th 4ooo

70 R.P.C. , IV. ,  56,  5?,  and 130.
7t Book of the lraings, p. Zg,
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r1en, burnt Annan and Dumfries. cast down Hoddam and

Cowhil l .  
" ' fhe Castel l  of Carlavrok was demoliest and

tlestroyit rvith gunpowder. closeburn, T'ynnell, Bonsharv and

divers uther houssis and careyit avay great Spulzis. 
"12

One cannot expect a minute accuracy in the description

of these destructions, but \\,'e are entitled to draw this infer-

ence from them. In 1544 Bonshaw was burnt-I  suggest,

trecause it rvas nrade of wood. 
'Ihere is nothing in a tower

like this to burn. In r57o it u'as destroyed by gunpowder-

I suggest. because it rvas built of stone' The damage was

repairecl, ancl it has ever since been tnuch as w'e see it no\i\'.

Histor,v therefore deduces a date for this tolver as between

rS++ and tS7o, rvhich corresponds with the architectural

evidence.

It makes littlc difference to the clan of which the late

Colonel Irving \\,as so proud if this torver is r3th or l6th

centurv. I t  st i l l  remains the symbol of their imperishable

story, a story that is interrvoven r,vith every page of Border

history. Colonel Irving coulcl look back on a long line of

roisterous, reckless, hard-l iving ancestors. f ine f ighters al l ;

he could recall hsq' James Irving of Bonshau', the persecutor

of the Covenanters. 
" the rvild Bonshaw " of \A/andering

Wil l ie 's Tale, captured by luck in 168r Donald Cargi l l ,  on

rvhose head there was a reward of 5ooo merks; how at

Lanark he t iecl Cargi l l 's feet beneath the horse's bel ly t i l l

the blood sprang and drew from Cargill the rebul(e, " You

rvi l l  not long escape the just judgement of God, and i f  I

am not mistaken i t  wi l l  seize you in this verv place," which

was fulfillerl rvithin a year, when, quarrelling with a com-

rade over the rervard, Bonshaw was run through the body

by a sword in the streets of Lanark. With such an histori'

cal and traditional background to his family. with this grim

tower-the epitome of his race-in his possession, we need

not rvonder at the proud declaration of Colonel Irving rvhen

we parted with him 30 years ago : " I rn'ould rather be Irving

of Bonshaw than King of England. "

72 lbid., p. 43.
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Excavations at Binens in t936.

By Enrc BrRlrv, F.S.A.

t57

The excavations carried out at Birrens in 1895,1 by

this society in conjunction with the society of Antiquaries

of Scotland, marked an epoch in the study of the Ro,man
military occupation of Britain. For the first time a virtually
complete fort lay-o,ut was recovered, and it became possible

to use it to interpret the results of less co,mplete excavations

elsewhere. N'Iorever, the work at Birrens, and that done in

the following years at Burnswark and Raeburnfoot, gave

a stimulus to antiquaries elsewhere, not merely in Scotlancl
(though a remarkably fruitful series of scottish excavations

r,vas to follow), but on the line of Hadrian's Wall in Eng-
land, in part icular at Housesteads in 1898. and in Wales.

Indeed, it is no exaggeration to say that the work at

Birrens, in rvhich this Society played so honourable a part,

rn'as the first serious step in the remarkable advance that has

been achieved in this sphere in the past half century.

In rgzo Sir George Macdonald gave this Society a paper

on " The Romans in Dumfriesshire, "2 in tvhich he brought

back the results obtained gn other sites in the intervening

quarter of a century, and in their light was able to offer a

reinterpretation of much of the anatonty and history of

Birrens in part icular. largely as the outcome of his own

fruitful researches on the line of the Antonine Wall betu'een

liorth and Clyde. I{y own excuse for corning to deal u'ith

the sanre subject is. that seventeen years of st i t l  more wide-

spread and intensive research have provided a rvealth of

additional information, and indeed have focussed interest

once more on the Roman occupation of Dumfriesshire. And

just as Sir George Nlacdonald came down from the Antonine

Wall to repay some of the debt all archaologists owe to

I Proc. Soc. Ant. Scot., XXX., 81-199; Macdonald and
Barbour, Binens and its Antiquities (1897).

2 These Transactions, L920-21, Vol. V[I., p. 68.
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Jantes Bari:our ancl his colleagues in the pioneer excavattons

at Birrens, so I rvish to offer a contribution in the same sense

from those u,hose work has been for the n1.ost part on the

l ine o f  Hadr ian 's  Wal l .

It is perhaps nzrtural that Sir George should have

arpproached his subject :rs part of the hist<-rry of the Roman

occupation of Caledonia; and in the neu' edit ion of his great

u,ork on the Roman Wall in Scotlancl he has taken Birrens

zrs zr touchstone for the vicissitucles of the northern 1ine.3
't'hat 

alone rvould have been sullicient ju:;tification for further

digging at Birrens, to put to the test of the spade the in-

teresting hypotheses as to its history that Sir George has

fclt  himself able to advance. But I  must emphasise at the

outset that nry orvn point of vierv is et different one, and that

i t  is as a part of Rornan Britain that Birrens and Dumfries-

shire demand our attention.

In the first place, we are sufficiently aware, thanks to

the ancient geographers, o,f the southr'r,ard limit of Caledonia;

it u,as about the isthmus between Forth and Clyde. Tacitus,

in his life of Agricola, Pto,lemv, the second-century geo-

grapher of Alexandria, ancl the elder Pl iny, combine to give

us that result. Secondly, it is only recentl,v, as archreologists

count t inre, that Dumfriesshire becanre part of Scotland;

l ike northern England and the eastern lou' lands as far as

Edinburgh itself, it was formerly LL part of Anglian

Northumbria, rvhere Romanised natives seem to have

coalesced nrost readily with the immigrernts from across the

North Sea, to produce the remarkable outburst of artistic

life to which the crosses of Ruthwell and Bewcastle testifv

no less than the rvri t ings of Bede. Final ly, recent research,

in the north of England and further alield zts well, enables

us to say more norv about the district north of Hadrian's

Wall  in the f irst three centuries after i ts bui lding'

The results of recent research fall under trvo or three main

heads. First, excavations at Risingham and High Rochestt:r-

(the first trvo forts on Dere Street, northwards f ronr

Hadrian,s wall, on the main Roman road to the Forth) :

3 Mac<lon ald,, Rom'tnt' Wall 'itL Scotlatr'd, Znd ed', pp' 480-1'
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chance finds at Bewcastle, further to, the west : and a
re-examination of an inscription fro,m Netherby (the rrost
intervening between Birrens and the walr, on the main
trunk road from carlisle to the clyde), have shou,n that
these outliers were still held, not merely throughout the
third century, but well into the fourth I and thc accompanying
sketch-map (Fis. r) emphasises the equal relevance of Birrens
to the southern line. 'fhat 

alone might be eno,ugh to justify
the suspicion that Birrens, too, continued to be occupied

after the close of the second century, when Sir George
Macdonald rvould have us suppose that it u,as, finally ab;rn-
doned by the Romans. Furthermore, an exarnination of the
inscriptions from Birrens suggests that trvo or three of
them, though they are not dated, ought to belong to the
third century rather than the second : I instance, in par-
ticular, the two dedications to il4ercury by the college of his
worshippers, u'hose style best fits the later period, and the
altar set up by the architect Amandus in hr-inour of Brigantia;
as Professor collingrvoocl has recently observed, the other
knorvn dedications to that goddess all seem to belong to the

TO CHEsTER IZ I TO YORK TO YORK

Fig. l-Hadrian's Wall and its outliers.
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third century--when the tsrigantes were no longer a danger,

and the u,o,rship of their goddess (rve mav suggest) no longer

politically undesirable.

}/lore suggestive still is the evidence front the line of

Hadrian's Wall for rvhat I ntav call the main framervork of

the Itoman occupation. In 1895 people still tended to think

<,rf the Roman occupation as a single period; and it rvas otle

<-rf N,Ir Barbour's greatest services that, at Birrens. he under-

stoocl ancl put on record the evidence for reconstruction after

cl isaster, and fresh planning of the interior arrang'ements of

the fort. But it hacl been no part of his business to rec<lver

^ cross-section of the occupation; and it is only in the iast

ten years that rve have learned u'hat to expeci at such a site'

The excavations at Birclos*,alcl on Hadrian's Wall, in ()tttn-

berland, just west of the River lr thing, in rg2g4 f inal ly

cleared up the history of that frontier after its completion :

it was overthro,lvn and re-built on three occasions before its

f inal abandonment-about e.o. 2oo, about l .u. 3oo, and in

d . o . 3 6 7 ; e a c h d e s t r u c t i o n l e f t i t s t r a c e s i n t h e o u g l l l l l e \ r o f

b u i l d i n g s , a n d e a c h r e . b u i l d i n g i n v o l v e d a n e w l a y - o u t o v e r

the levellecl debris of the earlier period. VIr Richmond's

excavations at Risingham ancl High Rtrchester in 1935 told

t h e S a l n e s t o . r y s ; a n d t h e r e s u l t s a t t h e l a t t e r f o r t a r e o f

particular interest, because until 1895 no Roman site in the

north of Britain hzrcl been so completely examined. As in

the case of Birrens in 1895, High Rochester" in the middlc

of last century, was examined, though less ccrmpletely, $'ith

it vierv to obtaining a plan of its interior arrangements, etnd

the cxcavators found traces of trvo, distinct periods of occup-

ation-though thel' lackecl i\Ir Barbour's skill in interpreting

a n d p l a n n i n g . l v h a t t h e y h a c l f o u n d . M r R i c h m . o n d h a s b e e n

able to shorv that. in place of the tu'o periods revealed by

t h e e a r l y d i g g i n g a t H i g h R o c h e s t e r , t h e r e w e r e a s m a n y a s

five. the last three of rvhich correspond historically to the

first three periods of Hadrian's wall, carrying the occupa-

a Cumberland and Westmorland, Tran'sactions, N.s., xxx.'

169-205.
sA rehno log i c t . z4 l i uu t ' , 4 thse r i es ,X I I I " 1?0 -198 '
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tion <lf the site well into the fourth cenrury. 
'fhat 

is itself
cnough to suggest, what indeed our excavations at Birrens
in 1936 have shorvn, that the tw'o periods distinguished by
NIr Barbour, and taken by Sir George Nlacdonald to cover
the rvho,le occupation of the fort, rvere only a part of the
evidence to be obtained there by further digging,

Besides assuming that there were only two periods of
occupation at Birrens, Sir George felt it possible to suppxtse
that the second and closing period rvas inaugurated by the
li'ork of the second cohort of Tungrians in A.D. r58, attested
by the fine dedication slab of the headquarters building,
which formed the most important single discovery of the
excavations of 1895. His argument was as followse : fhe
circumstances under vvhich it lr'as found shorv that the slab
u'as still in position when Birrens rvas deserted for the last
time; therefore it must have been set up w'hen the head-
quarters rvas re-built, not when it was originally constructed.
In passing, it must be observed that dedication slabs, found
in similar circumstances at the forts of Bar FIi l l  and Rough
Castle on the Antonine \{rall, unquestionably belong in each
case to the original construction, and not to either of the
two periods of re-occupation which intervened before the final
:rbandonment of that line. But there is clearer evidence to
shou' that the inscription of e.o. r58 belongs to an earlier
structural period. 'fhis 

evidence comes, in part, fronr an
altogether unexpected quarter-not from Britain at all, but
from the province of Raetia. A military diploma,T discovereo
at Eining in Bavaria, shows that in ^.D. r+Z a vexil lation of
the second cohort of Tungrians rvas serving in Raetia. I'he
regiment, at full strength. was a thousantl strong, like six
other cohorts of the fifty or more that rvere stationed in
Britain in the second century; and it seems clear that, for
some reason, half of the regiment had been transferred for a
tinre to strengthen the garriso,n of Raetia, rvhere it corrnted
as a cohors quingenaria. While it lvas on duty there, some
of the men in it became due for discharge from the armv on

o OF. cit., p. 478.
7 Corpus InseriTttiortutn La,tinaru,m, XVI., 94.
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the completion of their twenty-five years' service, and so it

came to be included in the diplo'ma which set fo'rth the grant

of the privileges custo'marily acco'rded to soldiers qualified

for honourable discharge, and named the regiments in the

province which had men so qualified. One consequence was,

that the gaps in its ranks had to'be filled by fresh recruits,

enliste.d or conscripted in the normal we-lt at this period, in

the province rvhere the unit was serving, Raetia. fhat

explains the occurrence, on an altar found at Birrens,
" abo'ut the year r}rz," o,f men from Raetia serving in the

second cohort of Tungrians. As Sir George Macdonald has

pointed out, the acco,mmodation in the fort is srrfficient for: a

cohors m.illiaria at full strength; that is to say, the detach-

ment o,f the second cohort of Tungrians had been recatlled

from Raetia by e.o. r58, bringing with it these nerv recruits.

But it brought something else as rvell.

There is a remarkable feature about the central block of

buildings at Birrens i no't only the granaries, but also the

headquarters and the building to the east of it u'hich seems

t<r have been the pratorium o'r co'mmandant's house, are pro-

vided with frequent external buttresses (cf. Fig. z). In the

case o,f granaries that is a regular feature, so far as Britain

is concerned; and i t  is often met with in bath-houses as well .

But the case is quite different rvith headquarters buildings and

prat.orto; I knorv of no, other fort in Britain u'herc such

buildings arc treated in this \ \ 'ay. But in Raetia, and as fzrr

as I have been able to discovcr in Raetia alone. that is a

common method of construction. In other r..tords, there is

good ground for supposing th:rt the period distinguished by

Mr Barbour as prinrary, in the central blocl< of bui ldings.

must be ztssoci:rted r,r ' i th the inscript ion of a.o. r58, and thai

the unusual fcaturcs of thcse bui ldings must be attr ibuted

to the fashion brought back to Britnin by the half-cohort

u'hich had becn sen' ing in Raretia. Mr Barbour only indicated

one structurzt l  pcriod zrs fol lou' ing that " primary " constrt lc-

t ion in thc ccntral blocl< ; but an cxautination of his plan seems

to indicate at least tu'o such periods : f<lr the bui ldings num-

l rercd X.  and XI \ ' . ,  though marked as "  p t im?r ! , "  p la in lv
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BIRRTNS PRI}'IARY
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Fig. 2-" Primary " structures at Birrens; after, Barbour.
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interfere with the symmetry of the block; X. makes an

awkward junction with IX., and leaves no,roon'l even for

pedestrian traflic on the west side of the granary XI. ; simi-

larly, the insertion of XIV. has obliterated the street rvhich

must originally have. separated XIII. from the granary XV

In the case of IX. and X., N{r Barbour's plan indicates no
,, secondar;I " work; but XIII. and xIV. are o'erlaid by

some--there, then, rve have two structural Lreriods follo'rving

the Raetian type of plan that we must associate rvith the

inscription of e.o. r 58.

It is now time to turn to the results obtained by the trial

excavations carried out at ljirrens by this Society in 1935.

Their object may be summarised as follows : It seemed clear,

for reasons rvhich have been set out above, that the two

periods distinguished by the original excavators could' not

represent more than a part of the structural history of the

fort; N4r Barbour's plan makes a careful distinction betrveen

walls revealecl by digging, and those inferred betrveen points

uncovered; and it rvas decided to examine part of one barrack-

building, $'here the plan showed that least digging had been

clone in r895-for excavation cannot but <listurb evidence, if

it does not destroy it, and it was obviously desinrble to find

structures that had been disturbed as little as possible. 
'I'he

part selected was the west end of the builCing numbered

xIX., in the rearrvarcl division (retentura) of the fort (Fig. e).

It may be said at the outset that the choice was justified, in the

recovery of a sequence of structural perit'rds, three of rvhich

underlay the " prirnary " building. But in one respect the

results were disappointing, in that the total ,vield of strati{ied

pottery \\'as very small, so that, while the structural sequence

rvas clear, its chronological setting lvas not completely estab-

lished.

It rvill be convenient to describe the successive structures

in the order of excavettion, rather than of e::cction; the record-

plan (Fig. :) is accorlrpanied by separate plans for each of the

stone buildings. The hiqhest of these, period V', is shorvn

on Mr Barbour's plan ;rs " Sccondary " 
; none of its wall ing

remained-as on other parts of the site, it had been removed
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BIRRTNS: 'vrr<.

Fig. 3-Record-plan and period-diagrams, west end
of building XIX. (excavations of lggb and 1996).

after planning, so that it has been necessary to draw it out
by enlargement from the published plan. In any case, it was
a mere fragment, the south-west corner <-'f a building whose
size and shape must remain unknown. The highest surviving
building, period IV., N{r Barbour's " primary," had a narrow
door towards the southern end of its west w-all; in so much
of the interior as was uncovered, the southern third was
floored rvith roug'h {lags, which had settled in places over the
remains of earlier occupation; among. the clebris of destruc-
tion which still overlav part of this floor was a rim-fragment
from a cooking-pt of a type normally met with on Hadrian's
wall towards the close of the third century or later, suggest-
ing that the vanished floor of period \,'. had been laid not
earlier than the end of that century. when the flags of period

1 6 5
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IV. had been r.emoved, they were founci to have covered a

slightly smaller patch of flagging, and the south wall of an

"ui l i"r  bui lding, period II I . ;  this hacl a rvide cloorway, rvi th a

threshold of three u,ell-rvorn slabs, at the south end of its vvest

n'all, ancl another cloor, whose u'idth s'r: did not ascertain,

in the south wall ;  the north-west corner of the bui lding had

been removed rvhen the structure of periotl IV. u'as |ttilt,

but a small portion of its north rvall remained, to shorv that

it had been somervhat narro\,\,er than the later building. 
'fhe

removal of the f lags of period II I .  revealed a yet smaller area

of flagging in the floor of the earliest stone building, period

II. ,  tvhose surviving $'al ls \vere on the same al ignment as

those of period II I . ,  but rather thicker; in this bui lding therc

was no, door at the g'est end, but an entrance in the sotrth

u,al l  at the same place as that used in period II I .  Final ly,

belorv the level of the periocl II. floor, in digging down to the

ti l l ,  r ,ve came across lour post-holes - r:asi lv recognisable,

because thc points of posts, left in them 'rvhen the later floor

rvas layed. hacl perished,, leaving cavities gaping rvhen thc

covering clay tvas removed-and the sleeper-track in which a

beam had been f ixed. Post-holes and sleeper-track test i fv to

a rvoodcn bui lding. period I. .  though they are insuff icient in

this case to shon, its shape i the only pottery from this level

rvas part of the r im from a samian borvl of Curle's type I r  ;  i t

is too far develr-rped to be taken as indullitable evidence for

a Flavian occupation of the site, and in anv case i t  might

have been dropped at the time u'hen the stoue l-ruil'ding of

period II .  u'as being Put uP.

Immediately north of No. XIX. there was a l i t t le strat i f ica'

tion preserved in the alley-rvay separating it from the next

bui lding; the greater part of a jug rvas found. almost entirely

underneath the north wall of period IV.. and much of a

mortarium some rvay to the east, not sealed by the later

structure. but at the same level; both vessels seem to belong

to the close of the second century, and serve to sttggest a

t.erminus post quem. for period IV. 1'o the rvest, a section

was taken through the rampart of the fort, in line with the

south wall of No,. XIX. It is proposed to pay further atten-
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tion to the structure of the rampart in 1932, so that it rvill be
sufficient now to note that the section revealed at least three
structural periods, in a rampart rvhich hacl an outer face of
turf, in thc last trvo periocls on a partial foundation of flags
or cobbles; no evidence was founcl of an outer revetment of
u''ood, such as sir George Macclonalcl has postulatecl for
Birrens,s on the basis of one of NIr Barbour.s section.s. and i t
should be pointed out that Sir George's sug.gestion is basecl
o'n a nrisunderstanding of the conventions emplo,ved b.r Mr
Barbour.

The scarcity of pottery evidence on site XIX.-best
explicable by interpreting the successive stone buildings as
stables-suggested the need for extending our exarnination to
another part of the interior; accordingrv a smalr portio' of
the bui lding' or succession of bui ldings marked VIII .  on I\ .{r
Barbour's plan r,r,'as uncovered; partly because the surface
indications promised some depth of undisturbed stratilication,
partly because the pubrished plan, though marking ail the
walls as " primzry,, '  seemed to give evidence of two,or more
structural periods. In the portion examined. period I. was
again represented b,v post-hores; it was foilowed by three
surviving periods of stone-built structures, this time rvith
f loors of earth or cray: the f loor of peri .d I I .  was covered
by a layer of rn'ood ash. containing large and smalr pieces of
charred r'vood, to a depth in places of trrree inches; this rayer
I'ielded one or t*'o interesting pieces of :netal-u,ork. and a
quantity of glass, representing more than one vesser, broken
into small  pieces and some of i t  partry fused by intense heat;
there was very rittre pottery. The floor of period III. yielcled
a fair amount of pottery, however, all of t-ypes assignablc to
the latter part of the second century; and it may not be
unreasonable to suggest that the rayer of burning underrving
that occupation bears rvitness to the clestructio' thn, prececed
the fresh building on the site, by the second cohort of' I 'ungrians. 

in ,r.r>. r58. The f loor of period IV., such of i t  as
survived. was immediatery below the turf. and there was no
deposit of pottery surviving on i t ;  but one surface f ind of some

8 Proc. Soc, Ant. Seot., LXVII., 2gg_g.
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interest must be recorded : a rim-fragrnent from a lvide-

mouthed cut-glass borvl, another piece of which had been

found in the excavations of 1895'

There was one other feature of the 1895 plan rvhich

invited zrnd received attention in 1936. fhe north and r't'est

gateways o,f the fort differed markedly from those kno'n'n

else*here, and to judge by Mr Barbour's plan, and Dr'

christison's acco,unt, it seemed possible that both gate$'avs

. m i g h t b e l o n g t o a l a t e s t a g e i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e f o r t . I n t l r e
event, we met with less success than wc had been expecting.

At the north gate, tvhere rvork of two periods had been found

in 18g5, considerable search failed to shorv any certain trace of

either structure; we could only conclucle that here, as u'ith

the walls of period V. on site XIX., demolit ion had follorT'ed

planning. At the west gate rve lvere more fortunate, in that

we found much of a gate-passage surviving; trut it was not

the gateway of the publishecl plan; that, too, had been com-

pletely removed, and it rvas its prcdecessor rvhicfu remained

for us to uncover. This was a passage ten feet rvide, edgecl

by walls of a ro,ughness quite unfamiliar in l{ornan masonl'y'

rvhich Mr Richmond has been able to expittin convincinglv as

the rubble filling of a timber framework. Originally the gate-

passage must have been eighteen feet lon$, as shor,r'n on the

u""o-p"rrying diagram (I ' ig: 4),rvith four upright beams

recessed into.each sicle at the ends and at one- and trvo-third

intervals; the same cliagram also shos'S, for comparison' al ' l

enlarged copy of the gate-plan recovered in 1895' The typc

of construction is an interesting one, familiar in a number of

Roman forts on the German limes, but not met with hitirert<r

in Britain; a fuller description is reserved for l{r Richmond's

report on the excavations of t937'

It will be seen that, for all the scarcity of pottery (ancl

the only coin discovered was so' far decayed that nothing could

be made of it), sufficient evidence has been recovered to sttg-

gest a provisional rlating of the five periods of occupation.

Feriod I., with timber buildings, apparently on an entirelv

different lay-o,ut to that of the existing fort, may $'ell be

assigned to the time of Agricola; though no pottery rvas found
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Fis 4.

in r9t(r rvhich must be dated so early, among the small  col lec-

t ion of nraterial found in 1895 that is preserved in this

Societv's museum in Dumfries, Mr Shir ley shou'ed me part

of a cooking-pot that must certainly be Agric''o,lan. Period

I I .  ends in  dest ruct ion by f i re  (a t  least  on s i te  VI I I . ) :  per ior l

I I I . ,  u. i th pottery of the latter part of the second century, f foes
rvel l  u. i th the re-occupation in A.D. r58 attested b,v the

building-inscript ion already referred to; among the debris

covering the f loor of period IV. on site XIX. was part of a

l:rte third century cooking-pot, u'hich suggests that that

period covers the third century, and that period V., as at

High Rochester. openr; u'ith the Constantian reorgarrisation

I 6 9
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of the northern frontier about A.D. 300. I t  must be the object 
of the forthcoming season’s work to secure sufficient material 
to confirm or correct this dating, in a building or  buildings 
where there were not horses but .men living,g as well as to 
complete the examination of the west gate and the rampart 
of the fort, which already promise structural features of 
unusual interest. Finally, if the headquarters building and 
the other “ primary ” structures in the central block really 
belong to  period III., as the above analysis suggests, there 
should be remains of earlier headquarters, of a less exotic 
type, awaiting discovery ; and though there can be no question 
of a complete examination, such as  has proved practicable at 
Chesterholm, it will be worth while seeing what the earlier 
building was like. 

I t  remains for me to express the Society’s thanks, in the 
first place, to Mr James Mackie, the proprietor of the fort, 
for his welcome interest, and his kindness in allowing that 
rich grazing land to be disturbed in the pursuit of knowledge; 
to our President, Mr R. C. Reid. for collecting the funds with 
which the work was done, and for undertaking much of the 
labour of organisation; to h4r W. L. George, of St. Chad’s 
College, Durham, who shared in the supervision o f  the 
excavations; and to my colleague, Mr I. A .  Richmond, €or 
his assistance in the interpretation of the structural evidence. 
I t  is indeed fortunate that Mr Richmond is prepared to share 
in the forthcoming continuation of the digging which the 
present paper records. 

12th September, 1936. 
Despite unpromising weather conditions a party of 24 

members set out to visit several places of archaological 
interest around Newton-Stewart. Many members from 
Galloway joined the party en route, so that it was about 60 
strong when the first halt was made at  Bargaly. Here Mrs 
Blair Imrie of Bardrochwood gave a delightful address on 

9 Nos. XXII. and XXIX. (fig. 2 above) appear to promise 
the best results. 



FIELD MEETINGS. 1 7 1  

Andrew Heron, the noted naturalist, and also r_)n the 
historical associations of the district. Heron’s tomb nearby 
was inspected and also the layout of the gardens and gro?inds. 
A vote of thanks to Mrs Blair Imrie was proposed by Mr 
Reid, and cordially approved. 

After lunch, the party visited Bardrochat Mote, where 
Mr Adam Birrell gave an interesting paper on the Mote and 
on the old lead mining industry and village at Blackcraig. 
Mr Birrell was cordially thanked on the motion of the 
President. 

By the kind invitation of Rliss Armitage and 
Miss Southern, the next place visited was Kirroughtree 
House. Here the speaker was Mr A. S .  Morton, Kewton- 
Stewart, who, in the course of a very interesting address, 
gave a history in brief of happenings at Kirroughtrec from 
earliest times. Mr Reid, in expressing the thanks of the 
Society to Mr Morton, referred to an excavation made by 
inexperienced persons already at  one of the mounds neaiby, 
and suggested that a t  some future date the Society might be 
allowed to make some further excavations at  some of the 
hitherto unexplored mounds. 

The next halt was at the Cruives of Crce, where an 
inspection was made of the old Chapel of St. Ninian, the 
story of which was given by Mr James Murchie, Newton- 
Stewart, who added also an account of Castle Stewart and 
its owners, the remains of the building- being seen at  a little 
distance but not visited. A short address on the old fishings 
at  the Cruives was added by Mr Adam Birrell, and both 
the speakers were thanked on behalf of the Society by Mr 
Reid. 

The last place on the itinerary was Skaith Mote, where 
the speaker was Mr T. L. Taylor, Hon. Secretary of the 
Society. In asking him to accept the hearty thanks of the 
members, Mr Reid said there were more Motes in the three 
Southern Counties than in any other district of Scotland, and 
much might be added to our histolical knowledge if these 
Motes could be analysed. 
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The company then left for Newton-Stewart, where tea 
was served at  the Galloway Arms Hotel, and D'umfries was 
reached about 9.30 p.m. 

Andrew Heron of Bargaly. 
By Mrs BLAIR IMRIE. 

Andrew Heron was born' a t  Kirroughtree about the year 
1660. His family had lived in the neighbourhood for over 
three hundred years, and according t o  the values of those 
times and the district they were considered wealthy people 
and large landowners. 

Andrew was the third son, and his father was also an 
Andrew Heron. Old Andrew Heron made what was called 
a pre-mortem distribution of his property many years before 
his death, and in the deed he gave o'r left the estate of Bar- 
galy to  his third son, Andrew. 

His eldest son was 
not mentioned in the deed, and although he died rather young 
he was alive then, and from the remarks about him one was 
led to suppose that he was perhaps not really capable of 
managing his own affairs. 

Young Andrew married his first wife, Mary Grahame, of 
Floriston, in Cumberland, and for the first three years of 
their married life they lived with his parents at Kirrough- 
tree. At  the end of that time the farm of Larg, through 
the death of M'Kie of Larg, was empty, and Andrew Heron 
rented it and he and his wife went to live there in a small, 
humble way. I t  was there that their five eldest children 
were born. They lived there for seven years, but during 
much of that time they had difficulties, legal and otherwise, 
with M'Kie's heirs of entail, and at the end of seven years 
he moved to Bargaly. 

Old Andrew Heron did not die until 1695, but several 
years before that young Andrew had begun planting trees 
up and down that lovely glen. Then he built and laid out 
the gardens and followed that by building a small house for 

His second son had Kirroughtree. 
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his wife and family. I t  was in 1691 that he and his family 
moved from Larg to Bargaly, and two more children of the 
marriage were born there. 

Mary Grahame, of Floriston, died in 1706 and two 
years later Andrew married his second wife, Elizabeth 
Dunbar, widofw of M'Kie of Palgowan. ,4 tomb had been 
built in 1729 by Andrew Heron, and it was concluded that 
Elizabeth, his wife, died in that 'year. Andrew himself died 
in 1740 and was buried there beside his second wife. 

The tomb had been repaired in 1829, and again in 1929 
it was repaired by the late Col. John M'Rie and the Duke 
of Bedford. 

This Elizabeth Dunhar formed a link between the cld 
and the new lairds of Bargaly, for it was a descendant of 
hers by her first marriage who now owned the estate. 

Bargaly had not long been in the possession of the 
Herons when Andrew came to live there. I t  is possible 
that his father bought it for him at the time of his marriage. 
It consisted of one or  two farms, chiefly hill farms and a 
little arable land. The farm of Cairn of Dallash was part 
of the estate, and is not to be confused with Dallash 
Farm which was on the other side of the river, and was 
quite a separate thing. I t  did not appear that Bargaly 
extended to the other side of Palnure, nor did it include, as 
it now does, the sheep farm of Bardrochwood, although 
Andrew Heron had rented Bardrochwood for thirteen years. 

Bargaly Glen, which they undoubtedly owed to him. was 
one of the loveliest pieces of Scotland. Truly indeed could 
they say Andrew Heron was a very remarkable man and 
it was to be regretted that many people did not realise just  
how great a man he was. 

The thing that struck one most concerning Andrew 
Heron was a sentence in Loudon's Arboretzim which was as 
follows, " Bargaly is to us by far the most interesting seat 
in Scotland with respect to the introduction of foreign trees 
and shrubs. ) '  

There could be no doubt that Andrew Heron had a 
passion for trees and gardening, that he was celebrated for 
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his knowledge of horticulture among gardeners and 
foresters all over England and Scotland. To illustrate that  
there was a well-known story told about him. 

In  Loudon’s Arboretum it was recorded of Mr Heron 
that he went to visit a garden in the neighbourhood of 
London and very much astonished the principal gardener, to 
whom he was a stranger, with the botanica! knowledge he 
displayed. The  gardener having shown him an  exotic plant 
which he felt confident Mr Heron had never seen, exclaimed 
when Mr Heron readily named it, “ Then, Sir, you must 
be either the devil o r  Andrew Heron of Bargaly.” 

I t  is difficult to understand homw he learned all he 
knew. There were no props when he started planting, and 
very few books as compared with the present day. H e  
must have travelled. He must have been an  enthusiast. He 
planted trees there before he came to live himself. Perhaps 
the holly trees that were on the banks of the Palnure that 
day, and the alder buckthorn that grew in the glen, were 
from the trees that he planted, and the melancholy thistles, 
that were in profusion between the house and the ford and 
made such a purple carpet, were all put there by him. 

Kirroughtree. 
By A. S. MORTON. 

The  history of Kirroughtree may be said to begin in 
the days of Robert the Brucc. We have, however, abundant 
evidence in the many mounds and cairns scattered all over 
what is known a s  the great Plain of Kirroughtree to show 
that it was the scene of probably more than one sanguinary 
encounter centuries before that, but we are  in the dark  as 
to who the combatants were o r  why they came into conflict. 
I t  is true that certain historians tell us that  here was fought 
a great battle between the Romans and the Picts on the one 
side and the Scots on  the other. In Buchanan’s History 
it is stated that in the reign of King Eugenius the Roman 
General, hoping to possess the whole island if he could only 
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destroy the two northern nations, pretended great friend- 
ship to the Picts and promised to concede to them the whole 
territory of the Scots if they would only prove sincere, in 
their attachment to  the Romans. The Picts, allured by the 
promises, willingly agreed to the proposals, and, in con- 
junction with the Romans, ravished the possessions of the 
Scots. Then we read : “ The first engagement took place 
on the Banks of the Cree, a river in Galloway, where the 
Scots being inferior in strength were overcome by numbers. 
\Vhile they fled on all sides, the Romans, certain of victory, 
pursued without regularity, but in the midst of t$e pursuit 
the troops o f  Argyle and other remote districts who had 
not yet joined the Army arriving in good order fell upon 
and dispersed the Romans and occasioned a great slaughter. 
Eugenius, profiting by this circumstance, rallied as  many 
as  he could of the fugitives and held a council of war on 
the present state of his affairs, but, finding that with the 
forces he possessed it would be hopeless to renew the en- 
gagement, he retreated into Carrick.” I t  is said that the 
slaughter on both .sides was very great and that the Crec 
was discoloured with blood and almost choked with the 
bodies of the slain. 

?’his narrative raises several questions, but it inay he 
disposed of by saying that there is 
belief of the great majority of those 
that no Roaian army ever penetrated 
way. 

W e  itre on firmer ground when 

strong ground for the 
best qualified tc judge 
into this part of Gallo- 

we come down to the 
beginning of the fourteenth century, for there can be .qo 
doubt that an important battle was fought here in or  about 
1.308 between the Scots under Sir Edward de Bruce and the 
English under Sir John de St. John and Sir Ingelritm 
L’nifraville, who, in addition to their own English forccs, 
had with them many of the Galwegians who mere opposed 
to Robert the Brpce. Umfraville was so renowned for his 
prowess and chivalry that he was distinguished wherever he 
went by a red bonnet borne before him on a spear. This 
bonnet was lowered on the Plain of Kirroughtree by Sir 



176 FIELD MEETINGS. 

Edward de Bruce. He had entered Galloway from Ayrshire, 
and although his forces werc far inferior lie boldly attacked 
the English and gained a complete victory. Barbour says 
that 2 0 0  of the flower of the English Army were slain o n  
the field. Local tradition puts the loss a t  1400, which, even 
allowing for those killed in flight, must be an exaggeration. 
The English fled precipitately to Buittle Castle, hotly pur- 
sued all the way. The Scots seized all the cattle in the 
vicinity of the castle, and, though the English saw this 
being done, they were afraid to venture out to offer any 
opposition. 

St. John went to England for reinforcements and re- 
turned to Galloway with 1500 horse. Edward de Bruce, 
being informed where they were, placed his infantry in 
ambush and went with only 50 men at arms to  make a sur- 
prise attack under cover of a thick mist, when suddenly the 
mist lifted and revealed the two parties within a bow-shot 
of each other. Nothing daunted, Edward made a vigorous 
onslaught, rode through and through the column three 
times and so terrified the English that they believed other 
contingents must be coming against them and took 
ignominiously to flight. 

The Moundg. 

Several of the mounds and cairns on Kirroughtree Plain 
have been explored at  different times. In the Appendix to 
Symson's Large llescviption of GulZo.ruuy the following in- 
teresting particulars are given of one which was opened 
many years ago : " Mr Heron one day making pitts for a 
plantation of firs in that plain was persuaded by a friend 
standing by him to open a large niount of earth standing 
in the middle of the ground, and to take the old earth to 
put into the pitts to encourage his trees to take root, and 
upon opening of it found it to be a Roman urn. The top 
of the mount was all covered over with a strong clay, half 
yard deep, under which there was half a yard deep o f  gray 
ashes, and under that there was an inch thick of scurff-like 
mug metal, bran-coloured, which' took a stroak of the pick- 
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axe to break it, under which the workmen found a double 
wall, built circular ways, about a yard deep, full of red ashes 
like those of a great furnace. When these were taken out, 
at the bottom there was a large flagstone six feet long and 
three broad covering a pit of a yard deepth, and when they 
hoised up the stone they observed thc bones of a large man 
lying entire, but when they struck upon the stone to break 
it they fell down in ashes. Therc was nothing more found 
in it. There is above a dozen of great heaps of stones de- 
tached over the plain in which were found several urns, 
but none so memorable as this.” 

One 
resembled a halbert, another a hatchet or  tomahawk, hav- 
ing on the back a projection like a pavier’s hammer. A 
third resembled a small spade, ancl each had an aperturc 
for a handle. 

In the Ittzpentory you will find described half a dozen 
of these cairns on Kirroughtree, and also the one beside 
the public road at  the entrance to the football field. I t  is in 
good preservation, and, except for some prodding by a local 
antiquary, has not been excavated. 

“ Parliament Knowe ” is the name of a place on the 
left hand or  west side of the road leading to New-Galloway, 
and about half a mile east of Kirroughtree House, but why 
it is so named is not ltno3wn. I have heard local people call 
it The Fort, and in the I w e n l o v y  it is given as a fortified 
site, and described as “ an oblong or  circular rocky hillock 
standing at  the edge of a bank which declines towards the 
east. Except in that direction, it is steeply scarped all 
around to a height of about 10 feet at an angle of 38 degrees, 
and from the edge of the bank on the south-east passing 
round towards the north-north-west there is visible a ditch, 
now shallow, measuring some 13 feet in width, the counter- 
scarp of which, to judge from the loose stones lying upon 
it, has probably been crowned with a wall. At the point 
where the ditch appears to terminate on the north-north- 
west there is a single upright stone in the line of the counter- 
scarp, and adjacent to it a row of stones may be seen 

In another 04pened in 1754 n.eapons were found. 

They were found to he made of brass. 
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converging towards the base of the scarp. Around the 
summit on the crest of the scarp there is visible a stony 
mound except across the natural bank on the east, where a 
disordered mass of stones may indicate the previous exist- 
ence of a wall. From this direction there is a suggestion of 
a road leading up the sbpe. The highest p i n t  of the interior 
rises to  a height of some 9 to 10 feet above the level of the 
scarp at  the sides. From north to south the area within the 
defences measures some 96 feet, and from east to west about 
the same.” 

Adjoining the fort on the north-west is a plot of ground 
which seems to have been enclosed and may have been culti- 
vated or  used as a cattle-yard, and farther on in the same 
direction among the rough ground between this and the path 
going over the hill is an old corn kiln or  kiln pot. 

Kirroughtree was the portion of the hassock of land 
between the waters of Palnure and Penki!n that fell to 
M‘Lurg, the youngest of the three sons cf the widow of 
Craigencallie, as a reward for his services to Robert the 
Bruce. Tradition is that the line of the M‘Im-gs ended in 
an only daughter heiress who married a Captain Heron 
belonging to a well-known family in Northumberland, and 
this is supported by a statement in the Macfarlane MS. 
where the information given suggests that the marriage took 
place in the early part of the 17th century. The avail.hle 
records are not always clear as to the succession or  the 
extent of the estate, which has varied greatly a t  different 
times. It is certain, however, that the Herons came to Gallo- 
way and were associated with Kirroughtree, centuries before 
this. W e  find it recorded in 1456 that Thonias tlheroune 
had sasine in the 8!4 land of Carowchtre, a merkland of 
Lessens, and the 5 / -  land of Dyrnemore. The prefis “A” 
is the Galloway equivalent to thc better known prefix “0,” 
and was quite common in early Galloway surnames, but was 
dropped by the end of the 15th century. As the “A” indi- 
cates a grandson, the inference is that he was the third 
generation at  least of the Herons in Galloway. ’Taking 
three generations to the century, the probability is that 
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Thomas Aheroune's English progenitor came here about 
1330-60. We can only surmise how he was allowed to 
remain. I t  may he that he was captured and found favour, 
o r  that he was wounded and submitted, and afterwards 
married the R1'L.urg heiress, according to the tradition. 
Whatever lands he acquired would be held not from the 
Cro'wn but from the Lords of Galloway, u h o  left no records. 
After the forfeiture of the Douglases and the Resumption 
of Galloway by the Crown in 1455 we have administrative 
records, and the very next year we meet Thomas Aheroune, 
as already mentioned. Three years later he appears in a 
different r61e. He was fined at a Justice Ayre, charge not 
stated, and on the ground of poverty a third of the fine was 
remitted. So far there is not mention of any M'Lurg connec- 
tion, but in 1487 he, o r  another of the same name, is 
described as Thomas Heron of Camloddan M'Lurg, when he 
transferred all his lands to his brother, John. They amounted 
only to a 40/- land, a trifling holding compared with Kir- 
roughtree Estate in its zenith. John Heron must have been 
succeeded by another Thomas Heron, for in 1512 the 
escheated goods of John M'Nacht, fugitive, were sold to 
Thomas Heron o f  Kerachtrc. Three years later this 'Thomas 
Heron must have been dead, for in 1515 the ward and 
marriage of the heirs of Camloddan 1M'Lurg and of 
Carruchtre was granted to Gilbert, Earl of Cassillis. The 
heir came of age in 1521 ,  when Andrew Heron was infeft in 
the lands. I do not intend to follow up the persons and 
possessions of the family, bu t  you see that the Herons had 
a footing in Galloway very much earlier than has been 
generally understood. 

The  Herons of Kirroughtree for many generations took 
a foremost part in the affairs of the Stewartry. The  
National Covenant of 16-38 for the Parish of Minnigaff bears 
the signature of Andrew Heroa of Kirroughtree. After the 
Restoration the Parliament of 1661 voted Charles ~ 4 0 , 0 0 0 ,  
of which the Stewartry had to provide about kT350, and 
among the Commissioners appointed to collect it  was Andrew 
Heron of Kirroughtree. The  following year when the Act 
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of Indemnity was passed Heron of Kirroughtree had tor pay 
a fine of A600 Scots for nonconformity. 

Twenty years later we find the Laird of Kirroughtree 
again in trouble with the Government of the day. The 
Privy Council had the case before it in January, 1683, and 
the following interesting letter was written to the Secretary : 

" My Lord, 
" There being one Andrew Herron of Kerrochtree, 

pursued before his Majesty's privy council, for harbour- 
ing, resetting, entertaining, and intercommuning with 
Patrick Herron his second son, Anthony McGhie late of 
Glencard, and other rebels : and the said Andrew having 
come voluntarily to' the lord high treasurer before any 
citation given, how soon he understood the hazard he was 
liable to by law, and confessed that out of ignorance of 
the laws of the kingdom, and on account of his near rela- 
tion to his said son, and his wife's nephew, he had some- 
times seen and conversed with them, and palliate a small 
trade of cattle, which his son brought from England : 
having confessed his crime humbly, and begged his 
Majesty and the council's mercy : the council having con- 
sidered the specialities in his case. do recommend to your 
lordship to interpose for a remission both as to his life and 
estate. Rut that others may be deterred from harbouring 
and resetting rebels. though never so nearly related, the 
council desire that your lordship may procure a letter 
under his majesty's royal hand, empowering and authoriz- 
ing them in this case (even though the crime be capital in 
itself) to impose such a fine as  they think fit and just. 
This, in the council's name, is signified by 

" Your lordship's etc., 

" ABERDEEN, CANCEL, 1.P.D." 

When intercession had been made for a remission as to 
his  life and estate, thc  n;anagers wanted a fine from him 
bcfore he \\.as clismisscd. Accordingly, on March 8th, 
" :Indrcw Heron of Kcrrochtree in Galloway, compears, and 
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is libelled, for being at  house and field conventicles, and 
intercommuning with, and resetting his son Patrick Heron 
a ring leader at Rothwell Bridge, and his son in law who 
had been likewise there. The lords of his majesty’s privy 
council fine him in 5000 merks and appointed him to lie in 
prison till he pay it.” On March 17th, 1683, the cash- 
keeper reports he has paid his fine. 

In a field known as the Green Doon on the north-east 
of Kirroughtree House is a large stone called The Preacher’s 
Stone, around which Conventicles were kept during the 
Religious Persecution. 

This  son Patrick did a great cattle trade with England 
and had charge of the famous Park at  Baldoon belonging 
to Sir David Dunbar. This park was about z& miles in 
length and a mile and a half in breadth, and could keep, 
winter and summer, 1000 cattle. After his father’s death in 
1695 Patrick came to Kirroughtree, and in 1719 built Kir- 
roughtree House and the Dm-cot, tol both of which J intend 
to refer later. He then started to plant trees, build dyices 
and enclose parks. Other landlords adopted a similar course, 
and this led to the removal of many herds, cotters and 
small tenants. These took the law into their own hands, 
and in 1724 they levelled all the recently erected dykes in 
the Stewartry. The Stewart Depute ordered the landowners 
to assemble at  the Steps of Tarff with their best horses, 
arms and ammunition in order to, proceed against the 
Levellers. The latter a t  once ordered their supporters to 
come armed t o  the other side of the ’Tarff. Large parties 
gathered on each side and a sanguinary engagement seemed 
imminent. Fortunately Patrick Heron of Kirroughtree per- 
suaded his colleagues not to risk an engagement, and then, 
unattended, and hat in hand, he approached the Levellers 
and proposed a conference to try to settle their differences. 
This was agreed to and the insurgents dispersed. In a 
statement of their grievances the Levellers complained that 
Heron, younger and elder of that Ilk, had put out all their 
tenants and made the little town of Minnigaff belunging to 
them only a nest oaf beggars since they enclosed all the land 



182 FIELD MEETINGS. 

about it. A reply was made, in which these statements were 
denied. 

Patrick Heron, senior, became M.P. for the Stewartry 
in 1727, and continued to be Member for several years 
Patrick Heron, younger, was Convener of the Commi.ssioners 
of Supply for the Stewartry in 1742-43. He married the 
sccond daughter of hlacKie, Palgowan, and this, with other 
circumstances, eventually brought the whole estate of L u g  
to the Herons. I t  was joined to Kirroughtree and the two 
erected into one Barony under the title of Heron. The 
name Heron appears in official documents and such like, but 
it was never adopted by the people, few of whom though 
living on the land could have told where the estate of Heron 
was. He died in 1761, aged 60, and his father died three 
weeks afterwards, aged 89. The latter was succeeded by 
his grandson, Patrick. He was one of the partners of the 
Douglas-Heron Bank which came to such a tragic end I t  
was established in 1769 with a capital of ,CI j0,oOo. The 
head office was in Ayr, and there were branches 
throughout Scotland. Through bad management it crashed 
in 1772 with liabilities of not less than I*  millions. There 
was no “ Limited Liability ” then, and the loss to the 
partners was estimated at  about A663,500. In order to meet 
the calls on his shares he had to sell valuable estate in 
Lincolnshire, and Kirroughtree would probably have been 
sold also but for the fact that it was strictly entailed. He, 
however. cut down his establishment and retrenched in the 
most rigid manner till all the claims against the bank were 
met. 

In 1795 Patrick Heron became M.P. for the Stewartry, 
and he was again M.P. from 1796 to 1802. He was the Heron 
of Kirroughtree praised by Burns in the Stewartry Election 
Ballads as “ the man of independent mind,” “ the indepen- 
dent patriot,” etc. Burns wrote an inscription for an altar 
to Independence which Heron erected’ in Kirroughtree 
grounds. This has disappeared, though some of us are not 
without hope that it may yet be found. Burns also wrote 
a song named, from the opening words, “ Here is the Glen,” 
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to a tune entitled “ The Banks 0’ Cree ” by Lady 
Elizabeth Heron. Burns refers to her as “ a particular 
friend of mine,” and described the Cree as  “ ii beautiful 
romantic stream.” While he was on a visit to Kirrough- 
tree he happened to be in the Inn at Minnigaff and scratched 
a verse with his ring oln a pane of glass in one of the 
windows. ‘This pane of glass was removed some time 
afterwards by Miss Heron Maxwell to Creebridge House, 
and has been lost, and we have no record of what the verse 
was. 

PatricK Heron died at  Grantham in 1803 and was buried 
in the family tomb in hfinnigaff Churchyard, one of the most 
elaborate tombs in any churchyard in Galloway. Kirrough- 
tree then passed to his only surviving child, Stuart Mary, 
who! had married Sir John Shaw Maxwell of Springkell in 
1802, and who! remained in possession till her death in 18j6. 
She was succeeded by her second surviving son, Michael, 
who assumcd the arms and name of Heron. He became a 
Captain in the 87th Royal Irish Fusileers. He retired and 
took Holy Orders and was Vicar of Heddon-on-the-Wall, 
Northumberland. He died in 1873 and was succeeded by 
his eldest son, John Heron hfaxwell, who had been Captain 
in the First Regiment of thc Royal Scots. He was M.P. 
for the Stewartry from 1880 to 1885. In 1883 Kirroughtree 
was disentailed, and in 1889, after being exposed at 
A85.000, it was sold at  L60,ooo to Major A .  C. 
ilrmitagc, whose qemory is still cherished by all those who 
had the privilege of his acquaintance. No’w, the greater 
extent of the estate has been taken over by The Forestry 
Commissioners, but Kirroughtree House, with the policies 
and the lands immediately surrounding it, is owned by Miss 
Armitage and her friend, Miss Southern, to whom our 
warmest thanks are due for allowing us here to-day. 

I nicntioned that the house was built in 1719. Kobert 
Heron, the Galloway writer, passed here in 1792, and refers 
to it as  “ a large house modernized and repaired with 
additions within these last fifteen or twenty years.” It  has 
since then had several alterations and additions, to make 
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it the mztgnificent mansion you see now. It has a most 
desirable situation amidst beautiful surroundings, and with 
the Bay of Wigtown in view from the windows. 

Kirroughtree Doo-cot has nothing to equal it in the 
South of Scotland. The one at  Blackwood, Ihmfriesshire, 
could no doubt house more pigeons, but neither in appear- 
ance nor position can it cocnipare with the dcro-cot here. 
K irroughtree Doo:cot stands o n  elevated ground overlook- 
ing the golf course, and can be seen from a great distance. 
I: is octagonal in form, each side being six feet six inches 
across, thus giving a circumference of over 50 feet. ’The 
walls are two feet thick. I t  is about 18 feet high, lighted 
from the roof, and has 448 nests, ranged tier on tier all 
round from about three feet above the floor. The traps 
were operated by a rope from the ground, and three or  six 
pigeons as desired could he liberated a t  a time. 

The Hermitage. with its heautiful summer house and 
other rustic erections, was in a grotto between Rirroughtree 
House and the Mid Lodge, and up till 60 years ago attracted 
many visitors. 

Cruives Chapel or St. Ninian’s. 
By J A ~ I E S  MURCHIE. 

W e  are now at the Cruives of Cree, which recalls the 
familiar rhyme : 

‘‘ Frae M7igtown t o  the Toon 0’ -4yr, 
Portpatrick t o  the Cruives of Cree, 
No man may hope for t o  bide there 
Unless he courts a Kennedy.” 

1 These lines show the importance to which the Kennedy 
iamily had risen after the downfall of the great Douglases. 
In 1478 Sir John Kennedy received a crown grant of the 
Barony of Myretoun as a reward for putting down outlaws 
and rebels. In time their power passed, and by the year 
1,540 the Barony of Myretoun had passed into the hands of 

. the M,‘Kie’s. 
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But here we have an interesting relic of the time of the

Kennedy's-the ruin of St. Ninian's Chapel, or the Old

Kirk of the Cruives of Cree. Lit t le of the chapel remains

but the eastern gable, as you see; the other u'al ls have al l

long since disappearecl, though the plan of the church cari

still be traced from the earth mounds covering the old

foundations. 
'-fhe 

church lies naturally almost due east zrnd

west. 
' Ihe 

nreasurements, i t  may interest you to know,

are : From east to, urestr 4z feet 6 inches, and from trorth

to south z3 feet 9 inches. I t  was bui l t  by a 'wel l-knorvn

member of the Kennedy family, the Sir John Kennedy of

Blairwhan, of his duy. We learn that in the vear r5o7

Sir John Kennedy set forth on a pilgrinrage to the Shrine

of Thonras e Ilecket at Canterbury and of St. John at

Arniens. On his return the fo'llo'rving year, in r5o8, hc

built ancl endowed this chapel in the Raronv ol Nlyretoun

called the Cruives of Cree. I t  u'as dedicated to St. Ninian,

and so bore the names of St. Ninian's Chapel and also the

Church of The Cruives of Cree. The enclotvment amountecl

to the sum of / .8 ros Scots per annum. This was the

chaplain's st ipend, ancl orving to the situation of the chapel

i t  is quite possible that i t  never had a resident ch:rplain but

was ser\:ed by' a priest of the neighbouring chapel. I t  is

possible that its situation r,vas selected bccause of the ex-

cel lent f ishing rvhich the Cruives of Cree provided, for the

Kennedys were keen slxrrtsmen and u'oulcl often visit this

place in scarch of sport.

I t  seenrs l ikely that i t  soon fcl l  into cl isuse and dccay,

possibly at or soon after the Reformation period. !\"e can

learn l i t t le about i t  unti l  1684, rvhen Svmson mentioned the

chapel and stated that even then i t  u'as in a state of ruitr ,

onlv 76 vcars after its erection.

I have searched the records of Penninghame Kirk

Session fronr 169z to 1755, and the chapel is never nrentioned

<iuring all that period. The Session \vere frequently dis-

cussing the need of a permanent place of s'orship for this

northern end of the parish. The situation of this building

tyould have been excellent, but it is never once mentioned,
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though services \\'ere held fortnightly ert Beoch, tn'o nriles

off,  during this period. I t  is only half  a mile from here to

what q'as then the most important resiclence in the distr ict,

Castle Steu'art,  but in al l  the records relat ing to the Castle

no mention is made of the Chapel. So rve mav conclude

that even then i t  was a complete ruin or on i ts way to ruin.

Sixty years ago a man then 8o years of age told me that it

u'as in the same condition in his boyhood as it is to-day.
'fhat 

takes us back at least r 30 ,vears. He remembered

a burial in the old burial ground and thought that that u'as

the last burial there. He also remembered the dykes being

buil t  to enclose the burial ground.

In view of all these facts I think we nray safely conclude

that its period of service r,r,as short, and that u'ith the passing

of the local po'\\'er of the l(ennedys, and likely with the

cessation of the endou'ment from Alloway, the chapel of

St. Ninian or Kirk of The Cruives of Cree ceased to be

used as a place of r,vorshiP.

Castle Stewart.

By Jalres Nluncrue.

l'his castle has gone under the name of Castle Stervart

from about the middle of the rTth century, but there is little

cloubt there was a nruch earlier building, the name of which

was " Calcruchie. " On znd NIay, 1646, it lvas olvned by

a member of the Gordon family of Kenrnure. Sonre time

later it rvas acquired by Col. William Stervart. He was

a descendant of Anthony Stewart 9f Clary, eldest son

of Sir Alexander Stewart of Garlies. Coi. Will iarn Stervart

is described by Simpson as an expert and valiant so'ldier

p'16r, fought in the German wars of 163o under the conlmand

of Gustavus Adolphus of Srveden. In those lvars he made

a considerable fortune, rvith which he purchased the barony
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of calchruchie, later naming it castle ster,vart. Later he
fought on behalf of the Presbyterian church of scotland
-about r64t. He also orvned the barony of Bardrochwood
in the parish of Nlinnigaff, ancl representecl wigtownshire
in the scottish Parliament. In 166z rre was fined daoo
for adherence to the Presbyteria.n Church.

col. wil l iam stewart married Elizabeth NI'clellan,
daughter of wil l iam ]Vl'clellan, of Senwick, parish of
Borgue. They had a daughter who married John Gordon
of cardoness. They in turn had a daughter who was
heiress to castle stewart, and who succeecled her grand-
father, Col. Will iam Stewart.

In the Parish Rolls, signed by James Calhoun,
Episcopal Minister of Penninghame, dated egth september,
1684, Elizabeth Gordon (Lady castle stewart), and her
rvaiting nraid are reported as withdrawing fronr public wor-
ship. she rnerrried in ..676 the Hon. william stewart, rvho
\4/as the fourth and youngest son o,f James, second Earl
of Gallorvzr.y. He succeeded to Castle Ster,r,art through his
marriagc, and was the founcjer of the tovl.n of Newton-
steu'art, obtaining fronr liing charles the second a charter
clated rst July, 1677, making it a Bo,rough of Barony zrnd
zr u'eekly nrarket to,ll'n. He built the first few houses at
his or'n cxpense, and in . '679 both he and his wife \r,ere
clcnounced as Rcbels frrr espousing the cause of the
Presbyterian church. He rvas \{ember of parliament for
\A/igtownshirc in 1685, a'd again in rToo to r7o7. He v<_rted
for the Union, zrnd is said to have bee' inffuenced by a
bribe of d3oo. He clied about r7r4 and \\/as succeeded by
his son, wil l iam Stervart. About this time his affairs had
got into a state of great confusion. and he had to go abroad
to get clear of heavl' debts against the estate. on the
rrth April, r7r8, he appointed as his truster:s, D.rme
Elizabeth Gordon, his grandmother; fames, Earl of
Gallo.r,vay; Alexander, Lord Garlies; Brig. Gen. John
stewart; Sir ;\ lexander N{axwell of Nlonreith ; 

'rvi l l iam

Agneu' of castlewig; col. wil l iam Maxrvell of cardoness:
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Patrick lVIaxu'ell of Cassencarie

estate in ryr9 was as fo'llows :

An inventorv of lhe

Lands and baronies of castle stewart, including the

lands of Kirkcala, Castlemickle, Castle Ochiltrie, Glen-

vernock, Glenlochoch and also, Kirkhoble, Knockville,

Nether Glenhaple, l-Ipper Glenhaple, Gienrassie, castle

Stewart and fishing thereof, Skeath, Shalloch, corssbie,

Iifoord House, now called Newton Stewart with the

freedorn of a borough of baronY'

He was succeeded by his son, John Stewart, and on'ing

to his restricted income no,thing eventful happened during

his lifetime, except that his name appears in various

documents regarding the disposal of parts of the estate'

He was succeeded by his son, william Ste'rvart, about

ryZS. It x,ould appear he w-as struggling under the debt

he inherited, and he had to part with the barony. The

purchaser u,as william Douglas. described as a merchant

"t London and Glasgow. He purchased the property in

February, t781.

The career of Willianr I)ouglas was short' Hc

changed the name of the Barony and the Town to castle

Dougt"s and Nervton Douglas. He erected large cotton and

other mills, rvhich were unprofitable vcntures and ohligeC

him to resell the property. 
'fhe torvn and mills were pur-

c h a s e d b y J o h n , T t h E a r l o f G a l l o w a y , a n d t l r e o r i g i n a l
name of the totl'n was resumed about r8oo

In rSoz Patrick Larvrie of Urral rvits in possession of

part of Castle Stewart Barony, and in r8z5 the greater

part of the castle stewart lands were knou'n as Penning-

hame Estate and rvere purchased by.Janres Blair, rvho had

made a large fortune in the \Mest Indies. He was succeetled

by his brother-in-law, col. stopford Blair, and the estate

was held by their descendants until about fourteen vears

ago, when it was purchased by I\{r Henry, Oxley' who nou'

holds the ProPertY.
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Notes on Cre€town and District,

By Aoeru Brnnrrl.

1 8 9

\Arhen the Dumfriesshire and Galloway Antiquarian and
Natural History society visited the creetown district I
have been honoured in being their local guide, and though
creetown has been visited on several occasions, rittre has
been said of that Burgh of Barony. It may be remarkecl
that it is probably the Port or Ferry of Sir walter scott's
Guy fuIanne'ring. Its histor,v does not go very far back.
several houses bear dates in ryao. Its original name was
Creth, Gaelic, signifying a boundary. Time does not permit
rne to go into the stories connecting it with the smuggling
times, but one thing I think it can safely clainr, along with
the Abbot of rungland and also stirling, that it is one of
the cradles of aviation.

Tho Story.

one man in creetown named lvl'connel and nicknamed
" Beardie " conceived the idea of flying, and made himserf
a pair of wings out of weights. For the benefit <.rf some
here I rvill tell what a rveight was. It u'as made of a sheep-
skin stretched by it rim o,f hazel rod arouncl it, ancl was
used for carrying peats, of which there was a plentifur supply
in creetorvn, brought from the FIow of Muirfad which you
havc just crossed. on the day a'ranged for the triar flight,
before a goocl asse'rblage NI'connel mounted the bridge
leading up to the church and leapt off, with the expected
result--he fell in the brrrn, breaking his leg. I'he bridge is
st i l l  nanted nfter hinr. ," Beardie's Brig. "

Leaving Creetou,n about a mile, you pass the road-end
leading to I{nockdoon Ferry, u'hich rvas in operation until
sonle 4.5 years ago, from rvhich creetou'n takes the name,
Ferry-toon o' Cree or " The Ferry ', for short.

Cassencarie Ford and the Fernv Tho,rn, u.hich 'vas its
landnrark, still exist. You have now pa.ssed arong and over
Nfuirfad Flo*,. Time will not permit me to explain rvhy the
road was made over here, and you'left this road at Nluirfad
Farm. It rvas here or hereabouts that Muirfad castle stood.
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and I have visited the supposed sites n'ith others, and we

differ a little as to the exact spot. It may not be out of

place to give my own opinion, and that is it was on the pre-

sent site of the farm buildings.

:rhe Lsgcnd of Muirfad oastlc.

You will notice the name of Graeme creeps in' The

same happens in Denniston's Legends oi Gallou'ay, rvhere

ar Graeme is the chief actor in the " Standard of Denmark. "

I do not think we are here in a Graente locality. The castle

does not figure prominently in the history of Gallowav, but

there are one or two traditions associated with it. It be-

longed at one time to a branch of the Gordons of Lochinvar.

Graeme, the outlaw of Galloway, was then plundering the

less powerful houses in the province, exacting blackmail and

cnrrying off everything he could take u'ith him He had

sent his spies to learn the surroundings and the strength of

Muirfacl in rnen and munitions. Their report showed that

there were so few men at the castle that little or no resist-

ance rvould be o'ffered to the attack, especially if made

suddenly. Graeme accordingly mustered his forces and set

out for Muirfad. Gordon, however, had someho'r' got a

hint of rvhat rvas brewing and sent a message for instant

help to all his friends within reach. and they hurried with

clependants to his assistance. Gordon had just placed them

in ambush when Graeme and his follo'rvers appeared and

rvalked into the trap. Though taken completely b"y surprise

they fought fiercely, and a desperate struggle ensued. ,Sonre

of the bandits were ki l led, and Graeme himself rvas severely

wounded but managed to escape. He vowed a terrible

vengeance, and G6rdon, knowing he rvould likely return,

kept the castle n'ell manned and prepared for zrny sudden

attack. Graeme bided his time and rn'atched his oppor-

tunity. Again and again he sent some trusty f<.rllo'wcr to

spy out the position, and months passed ere he decided to

strike. Suddenly he appeared before the castle w'ith an

immense follou.ing, and this time it was Gordon ll'ho u'as

taken completely by surprise. He had only a fen' men and

it u'ould have been madness to engage in a conflict, but they
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did rvhat they could and closed the castle gates and then
waited fearfully for what would happen.

Graeme demanded the surrender of the castle, and
Gordon made no reply but kept the doors secured. Graeme
<lrdered his men to pile faggots and brushwooc! against the
castle *'alls and su'ore he r.vould burn the " vermin out. "

when Gordon sarv what rvas being done he beggcd for
a parley rvith Graeme, and this was carried on throLrgh a
grating in the door. A conrpro'nrise rvas at length effected
under u'hich Gordon agreed to pay a sunl of money dor,vn
and an annual sum for Graeme's forbearance in the future.'I'hese 

terms having been finallv settled, Graeme received the
stipulated sum through the grating, and then, rernarking
that they might as u'el l  part fr iends, he extended his hand
and Gordon did the same. The rno,nrent that (iraenre got
Gordon's hand in his he pulled it thr<-rugh the gratirrr; and
held on to it till a noose rvas put rouncl Gorclon's rvrist, :incl
he rn'as kept there rn'hile a staple rvas driven into the r,r,all, to
which he *,as fastened b,v a chain. Then Graeme, rvith
fiendish delight, *'ith his orvn hands set fire to the faggots
and burned Gordon al ive behind his ou'n door. Al l  the
inmates perished, and the castre and i ts contc.nts were
destroyed.

After lea' ing \{uirfad \ /e passed underneath the
railu,a,v, and might have noticed some of the o,ld shafts in
connection u'ith the lead mines u'hich I hope to mention
furthcr on in this paper. The parnure burn \\ra:; on your
Ieft, a'd thc tide flo,*'s up to the Bogue Bridge u,hich you
u' i l l  cross. Ships \\rere bui l t  near here and lead u,as shipped
before the bridge. rvhich is non, being demo,lished at pal-
nure, rvas bui l t  about r8re to speed up the mail  coach.

sir Herbert \Iaxu'ell in his place !{arnes of Gullou,ay
mentions Bardrochu'ood, pronounced Bardrochat, meaning
in Gaelic lSarr tl'rochid, the Bridge hill. Bardrochat in col-
nronell parish \\ras u'ritten Bardrochwood in the older
ordnance maps, but *'hen the later survey was in prog.ress
it rvas altered on his suggestion to Bardrochat. The owner
of Bardrochwood in Minnigaff, however, withheld consent
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to the changc in his cASc, lest i t  slrould affcct his t i t lc to thc

property.

Bardrochrvood Moto.

As rl'e will be hearing more of the history and construc-

rion of motes later I rvill rnerely give the dimensions of this

nrote. I t  is on a narrow gravel r idge r ising to a height of

t5 or 16 feet, rvith a gradual slope frour the north-rvest etnd

rvith a scarp at ern angle of 33 degrees at the south-east.
'l 'he 

highest level continues for a distance of abotrt 65 feet,

$.ith a narrow crest of an average breadth of 8 feet expand'

ing slightly torvards its south-east, and r'vhere it forms a

plat r.vith a breadth of about ro feet. At both ends of ihe

riag" ancl along a part of the west side the.re are visible the

rernains of a trench some 18 to r9 feet in rvidth and rvith a

clepth of frorn z to 3 feet.

Load Minos at Blackcraig.

I  am sorry the 'bus rvi l l  be unable to go over the r" l ines

hi l l ,  al though private cars may, so we rvi l l  be unablc

to see the old lead workings, and, alas, the ruins of the

vi l lage there. The inhabitants were al l  lead rniners, and i t

was a hztppy, contentcd comrlrunity' I coulci mention many

of the okl names. IM'Cleary, Smith, Bort$' ick, Marr.

M,Caul, Findlay, Al l ison. skimnring, Rice, \{ 'Kie, etc.]

To sholv thcir character it $'as a common saying " that lt

Blackcraig funerarl rvas better thzrn a N'{innigaff rvedding."

The r7g3 statisticol account of ,scotland states that the

rnilitary road fronr London passes through this parish for

scveral nriles. It was in making this roitd in 1763 that a

lliece of lead ore was accidentally disc<lvered by it soldicr

r,vho rvas at work. This important discovery was first nrade

in the property of lVIr Heron of Heron. It produced at one

time about 4oo tons of ore per annuur to N{r Heron antl

those rvho,were in company r,r'ith him. At present, it is stated,

the -vield is only about 3o tons. It rvas found that the veins

leaving Mr Heron's property r,l,ent into those of Mr f)unbar

o f M a c h e r n l o r e ' a n d t h a t w a s s u c c e s s f u l l y w r o u g h t . S o m e

years it produced 4oo to 5oo tons of ore' T'he ore rvht:n
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snrelted yielded for evcry three tons of ore tu'o of lead. It

brought in the market Sr8 per ton when smelted and J8 in

ore. It had been assayed but did not bear the expense of

extracting the silver. It was not carried above a mile by

land till they put it on board small vessels and carried it to

Chestcr, to u'hich placc they ran u'ith a fair wincl in r8 to zo
hours.

It rv:rs u'orked fr<rrn that time until sonte 45 .yeirrs ago,
when the pricc of ore fell belorv cost to obtain, and \\,as

forced to close down nruch as \\,'anlockhead has had to clo

lately. At one time there \rras a nrie'riltion of miners from

Wanlockhead to Blaclicr:rig, and urany of the existing sur-

nanles are similar.

Crulvos of CroG.

t\{r James l,Iurchie has already given you his paper on

the genesis of the Cruives of Cree Church, of i ts bui lder :rnd

subsequent history, and in one of my papers beforc the Dunr-

friesshire and Galloway Antiquarian and Natural llistory

Society at Dunrfries I erplained the great weirs at the nrouth
of the Luce River. and also, of the remains of some others,
although of er different kind, in Wigtorvn Ba.r, betn'een
Creetorvn ancl Wigtorvn.

N{uch <-rf thc sarle type as you see in the season at

I.,irkcudbright \\:erc used in Cree until the passing into law
of thc Solu'ay Act about r86o. One in particular
\\:as used opgtsitc Spittal Ii:lrru, near the Ferry House
at Knockd<xrn, u'hich I 

'have 
already mentioned. Its

found:rtions often g'rrve us trouble in going to and from lhe
sparl ing f ishing, and was named " 

Jonnie Kie, " after lhe
last man rvho fishecl it. Little of the Cruives of Cree arc

left, but the abutment of same can be seen near Penning-
hame House. and on the opposite side some of the o,ld wood-
rvork can be seen u'hen the rvater is low. Close by on the
road is a srnall bridge. near rvhich is an old house in ruins,
n'ith one corner stonc u'ith the letter G. and a clate, r7c.pr�.
From this bridge is a small  burn some 3o yards long paved
rvith stones, no doubt used for a harbo.ur for the boat used
in the operations of the Cruive. 

'fhere 
is an island in the
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river here, and one of the river tracts is said to be artificial,

but I  think i t  is natural.  where the Loch Cree ends. (" Loch

Cree,," however, is only a rvidening of the l l iver Cree.)

l'here are in " situ " three stepping stones s'hich has been

the rvay over to the island. They are in a most unusual

place, and from their size I rvould sav the,v have been brought

thcre on ice when the loch was frozen. The islzrnd hzrs been

inhabited, and trenches and earthwork can be seen.

Another Cruive of a ntuch later date rvas at the junction of

the Cree and Nlinnock, but nothing remains to poipt out i ts

sitc but several helvn squared granite stones.

The enclosed letter from Mr W. J. i l4enzies, Fisherv

Board for Scotland, explains the rv<lrking of a Cruive.

Fishery

Dear Birrell,

Board for Sc.otland, Edinburgh,
r5th November, ry37.

In the o,ld days there were trvo forms of cruive in use

in Scotland. One u'as employed in tidal lochs, and con-

sisted of a loosely' constructed dry-stone dyke extending

in an arc facing up the loch, with the top of the dyke

about level rvith the water surface at high rvater. 
'Ihc

theory of its working is that as the tide ebbed thc tish

drop down the loch and into the open arm of the cruivc,

from which they did no,t escape by turning up the loch and

round the corner of the dyke, but were gradually lcft

stranded as the rvater receded through thc dr-v-stone clvl'-c

and out of thc loch. Herrings and f lat f ish u'ere vcr! '

largely caught in this way, but sea trout and salmon

also no doubt fell victims. In fresh \t'aters the crttive

consisted of a dyke constructed across the river rvith one

or more openings. In these openings a trap, usuaily

constructed of wood and of the conventional fish trap

design, was placed. At t imcs of high water f ish couid get

over the top of the dykc, but at other times the n'ho'le or

the majority of the flovv u'as through the cruit'es, and s'ircn

going through these openings the fish \\rcrre taken in the

traps. On the top side a bl ind of canvas or tvooden baulks

o'r a wo,oden sluice \vere used to cut off thc s'ater u'hen

it was desired to remove the fish from the traps'

I rvas interested to see some of the strange lish you



FrBro Mrnrrucs. lg5

caught this year at the Royal Scottish Museum not very
long ago. I hope you had a satisfactory season, and that
the good prices helped to make the fishing profitable.

l'ours faithfully,
W. J.  MBNzrrs.

[r\o:ra.-The Barony Mill in Creetown is stil! in working
order, and bears a date on the rvall inside early in r7oo,
but I think the mill is much older. It was the scene of a
smuggling event, the exit sti l l  being pointed out. ]

Skaith Mote.

By TuonNrloN L. Teyron.

Skaith Mote presents many interesting difticulties. First
of all, what does the name Skaith mean? M'Kerlie in his
Lands and thei,r Owners in Galloway offer.s five
suggestions : (r) From the Norse Shatta-to pay tribute, or
(z) land paying, the duty called scat (or ska/t)--either of
these might suit, as Skaith is never likely to have been an
independent holding; (S) from the Scots s'kaith or Norse
skaga, meaning a projection or headland, but this seems
rather pointless on this site. The next two are also perhaps
more ingenious than probabie : (4) From the Scots skaithie,
a fence, or (S) from the Gaelic sceoch, meaning hawthorn.
While fenced land rvas unusual, or unkno,rvn, in the days
of the Mote, its palisaded mound and counterscarp might
supply the connection. The Norman fortilication also
frequently boasted a thorn hedge on the slopes as a further
means of defence, and this might possiblv justify No. s
above. The absence of hawthorn on the site to-day need
not be given undue weight. Mr James Murchie, who
remembers this site 7o years ag'o,, assures me that there were
many hawthorn trees in the immediate neighbourhood then,
and furthermore tells me that up to about 6o years ago
farmers were superstitiously unwilling to dig up hawthorns
on o,ld dr,r'elling sites, but that since then they have
diligently uprooted them. I am not, ho,wever, suggesting
that Skaith Mote means the Mote of the Hawthorns. as
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thorn trees were a feature common to the type rather than

peculiar to this site.

The second difficulty which presents itself is : Why

should anyone have chosen this spot for a fortified residence ?

Apart from the marshy nature of the land round about,

rvhich r,vould facilitate defence, the site has little to reco'm-

rnend it; and yet so,meo,ne obviously thought it worth his

while to erect a stout little fortified house in the midst of

this .rvaste lancl. As a rule the Norman IVIote was planted

in a dominating position to overawe a turbulent neighbour-

hood, o,r, more commonly, in the heart of a fertiie district so

that its orvner could compel the obedience of its inhabitants

and live on their labour. Yet at no time does it appear

likely that the immecliate surroundings of this Mote offered

either rich lands or numerous followers.
'fhc plan of the Mote is unusual, being roughly a

square (6o feet by 6o feet at the base, tapering to some 4o

feet by 3z feet at the summit of the ro foot high cone)'

Another unusual feature is that the broad defensive ditch

surrounding the Mote was obviously designed to carry a

cOnsiderable volume of tvater, whereas the nrcre usual

practice in the constructio,n of a Norman Castle was to

have a dry clitch. (" Mote " has no' connection with
" moat," meaning a \ryet ditch, but is derived from the

Norman French " nlotte, " :r clod of earth, as the Norman

Castle u'as built on a mouncl, frequently nrade of the earth

thrown up from the surrounding ditch.) 
'Ihe r'r''ater at

Skaith rvas probably obtained by natural drainage from the

higher marshy ground to thc south of the lVlote, though

there is a small glnd to the south-east which may at onc

time have provided the rvater for the ditch. It is interesting
, to note that the ditch varies in breadth to suit the lie of

thc lancl. lt is zz fcet broad at bottom on the south side

facing the higher ground', and only so'rne ro feet q'ide on

the other three sides.
fhe u'ct ditch clclrr:rndcd special construction in the

IVIote and surrounding counterscarp. Examination of these

rvill reveal a foundation of huge boulders (particularly
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noticeerble on the east slope of the NIote), and the large

nunrber of smaller stones is a more notervorthy feature of

the earthtvorks rvhen one realises the paucity of stone in the

immediate vicinity. As a rule an artificial lVlote, as this one

is, consisted merely of packed earth cast up from the

surrounding trench, :rnd the presence of so much stone in the
construction of the Mote and Counterscarp indicates that

special pains \\/ere taken to make this site inrpregnable.

The next surprising feature about Skaith is the smallness

of the area of the top of the Mote. The greatest over all

measurements are 4o feet by 3z feet (the E.-W. measure-

ment being the greater), but the space actually available

for a bui lding is considerably smaller, so that the rvooden

castle must have been no more than about z5 feet by ao feet.

Had therc been a large dependent Bailey this lacls of space

on the N{o'te u,ould have been less surprising. but there is

no indication of there ever having been a Court of any kind.

The absence of a Bailey suggest,s that the Mote may be of

late datc-perhaps as late as the f irst half  of the r3th

century-as the original Norman settlers preferred the dual

fortification of \'[otc :rnd Bailey since they requirecl the
addit ional area to house their men-at-arms, horses, and

catt le. Indeed in the larger establ ishments the Bailey was a

conrpletc vi l lagc in i tself-n' i th huts, chapel, granarv. smith.v,

stables, and pcns. The later l [orman Castle \ \ 'as less a
garrison headquarters and more of a fort i{ iecl residence, such

as Skaith appears to have been.

An interesting feature about the top of the Mote is that
the edge is raised some two or three feet above the level of
the rest of thc top area. It is a little diflicult to see the
reason for this, as the crest of the l\fote would be surrounded

by a pal isacle of stakes in any case. Then at the S. -E.

corner is a snrall mound some tnzo to three feet high. To the
west of this mound is a break in the parapet, and it seems
likely that a drarvbridge led diagonally across the ditch from
the S.-\M., and that this mound served as a look-out post
and as a position to command the one means of entering the
castle. In their report on Skaith l\{ote the Ancient Nfonu-

1 9 7
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ments Commissioners, who visited the site in June, r9rr,

say that without excavation it is not lrcssible to deterrnine

whether this L-shaped projection is a mass of rock or build-

ing. To-day, however, I think the excavations of rabbits

have made it sufficiently clear that this eminence is neither

rock nor building but an artificial mound rvhose possible pur-

pose as a vantage spot to command the entry I have just

indicated.

There is a considerable vagueness about the date and

plan of the earthworks, and, unfortunatelv, there is an even

greater lack of information as to its early owners or occu-

piers. Mr R. C. Reid, rvho is probabl,v our greatest local

authority on the history of the families in our counties, has

shown that the lands of Skaith were at one time part of the

lands of the Kennedys of Blairquhan. { One must,

horvever, bear in mind that this is a Norman site, and so

far it has not been possible to trace any reierence to its

history, or even existence, t i l l  long after that period. In

fact the extant account deals rather rvith the four nterkland

of Skaith, rvhich formed part of the Barony of Frethride,

alias Myretoun, alias Calcruchie, and by the end of the r5th

century, lvhen this record bcgins, the earthworks of Skaith

Mote may very possibly have been as deserted as they are

today. Mr James Nfurchie tells me that the site has not

changed in the last seventy years ercept that the surround-

ing ditch is no'rv dry-the cut to the l\tr.-E. in the outer scarp

is either recent or has been recently deepene<i to drain off

the collected water. Long after they had lost their original

residential character, however, Motes frequently remained in

use as court hil ls, seats of judgment, parliament knorves, or

the gathering point of the associated territories.

The earliest traceable reference to Skaith (.R.M.S.,

r4241r513, No. roz5) te l ls  that  Nigel  M'Corde resigned the

* For the later history of (the 3-, 4', 6- merkland of)
Skaith see .B.M..S., t424/1513, Nos. t025, 1336, 24L0,2636,2943,
3040; B.M.S., I5L3/46, No. 2576; R.M.S., L546/80, No. 2866;
R.M.S., L608/20, Nos. 1738 and 1758. Laing Ch,arters, No. 340.
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lands of Skeich in favour of John Kennedy of tslairquhan in
r4zr. I have sought in vain to learn more of Nigel M'corde,
when or from whom he got the lands. And so the history
of skaith begins, in this tantalising fashion, somewhere in
the middle [t does not appear an easy task to go further
back than L+7r ti l l  more information comes to l ight about
Nigel l[ 'c'rde, as he is. nreantime, the only tink rvith thc
earlier an<l rnore interesting history of the district rvhich
rna!' have sonre bearing on this site.

The Long Cairn Site at Glaisters.

Visited r rth October, r93;.

By R. C. RBro.

['I'his report ]vas prepared at trre request of the orrlnance
su'vey for the proposed Government Map of Neolithic scotla'cl,
and is printed here as a record.]

The ^r/.,S.r1., ,84S, was written by Rev. John Crockett,
who died about 1863, after a ministry of 53 years. There is
still living in Kirkgunzeon a tailor named carnochan, aged
82, a sprightly.ctogenarian with mental faculties unimpaired,
rvho as a boy often talked with Mr crockett, and who is the
recognised authority on the traditions and past stories of the
parish. carnochan had never heard of a cairn or circle on
Glaisters, though he knew the names of most extinct sheil-
ings in the parish. He indicated a part of the moor r,vhere
the remains of one was still visiblc. The schoolmaster, Mr
\\raters, had only been in the parish r r years. had no
archeological interests, but t<lrd rne of an IVIS. parish history.
This I ran to earth at the post oftice. It turned out to be
the original of crockett's Nez' statistical .4ccount.

At Glaisters there is a non-resident tenant and a ner,v
farm manag'er who rvere of no assistance, but I met an
intelligent rabbit catcher and ex-keeper, Mr Johnston, Milton
Loch, who had trapped Glaisters for 16 years. He had never
heard the story of the.cairn or observed a circle, but he told
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nre there were a lot of stones single and heaped at the end

of the moor, indicating the same location as the extinct

sheiling of Carnochan.

so I tackled the moor:. This extends to rzoo acres of

the best heather I have ever tro<i in these parts. II.S.rt.

says thc cztirn was on a lorv part of the moor' The Inoor

is a long flat space between 45o-.5oo feet elevati<ln, behincl

rvhich the ground rises very steeply to rooo feet, too steeply

for any long cairn's site. I quartered the rvho'le of the lorver

part. At only one point is there any likely site' and it

acljoins the sheiling indicated by Carnochan and Johnston'

This part of the moor hacl been burnt this spring, thus

simplifying a search. The site has the rlecessary require-

ments of a Neolithic settlement. Ii is rvell rvatered on either

side by the Shiel Burn and the stream that cones frorn the

Forketl Glen. It has an elevation of about 4e5 feet. and is a

sandy ridge rising boldly betrveen the burns, rvhereas all the

rcst of the level rnoor is thick peat. What is no*' a habitat

for rabbits mav s'ell have been a suitable site for Neolithic

man.
The foundations of the sheiling, now not morc than

two feet above the ground, lie rvithin a stone's throu' east

of the Shiel Burn at an elevation of 375. I)ue east of the

sheiling is gently sloping ground at 425 elevation, and within

the ciicumference o'f an ancient turf and stone dykc are

several heaps of massive stones and zr number of isolated

ones covering some two acres, rvhich may be the rcmains of

t h e l o n g c a i r n , m a r k e d b y o p e n c i l | e d c r o s s o n m a p . l l . h e r e
is nothing to indicate its size or axis. It is significant that

a dyke *hi"tt within vision extended a full t$'o miles fan

well within a quarter of a mile from the site. dividing the

moor from the arable. I spent so{ne time examining

surroundings, especially some belts of bracken. but could

nowhere find a stone circle, nor could I devise anv combination

of isolated stones that u,ould justify such a description.

I ascertained from carnochan that the sheiling had not

been lived in within his long recollection. Its last inhabitant

was named Donald Bane, and its name was Sheilaes'
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Note on Ancient Tomb Found on Millisle Farm,
Sorbie Parish, lViXltownshire.

Police Constable Duxcew FpRcusoN, Garlieston, reports
as follows :

About 6.3o p.m. on Monday, zgth April, 1935, I was
informed that two labourers employed by Hugh Ramsay,
farmer, Millisle Farm, Sorbie Parish. Wigtownshire, while
engaged grubbing in a field on said farm known as the
Common, had unearthed a grave containing human remains.

I proceeded to this field at o,nce, and found what
appeared to be an ancient tomb, containing part of a human
skeleton in a very advanced state of decav. Only the skull
(which crumbled into small pieces when touched), vertebra,
part of the ribs and the arm bones were remaining, although
the teeth were still adhering to the jaw bones and in a good
state of preservation.

The tomb had been built o'f heavy slabs of dressed whin-
stone. I examined it for marks or carvings which might
indicate the time of burial, but there was no,thing of this kind.
The bottom was then dug out and a careful search made for
any valuables which might have been interred with the
deceased, but nothing of this nature !\,'as urieagthed.

The tomb r,r'as well built of heavy dressed whinstone,
and measured 39 in. by z4 in. by 3r in. T'he deceased had
been interred in a sitting position facing due east, and the
stone cover, rn'hich had been dressed on the under side only.
would weigh about 4 cwts.

I took charge of the remains and conveyed thern to the
Police Station in case further enquiry should be desired, hut
as nothing further was wanted in the matter they were re-
interred and the tomb filled in.

I understand that what might be another of these ancient
tombs is situated in the Cairn Wood, a distance of about
eoo yards north of the site of the one referred to.
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, , Presentations.
Noterrber'fst; fgSg.-Town Council Minute Book, 1643-1650, by

R. Gladstoue, I)sq., Liverpool.

Court of 'Session Paper, " Information for John MacDouall
of Logan, pursuer, against John Henderson of Broadholln,

defe'nder, 174;4," b.y R. Henderson, Esq.

A photograph of the Clochmaben Stone, Gretna, by X"ather
' Wrightson, St., Ninian's, Glretna.

Notember 29lh;1935.-Framed portraits of Mr lI. f[. M'Ken'ow
'; 'antl Mr f'. Miller, former Presidents, to be, hung in Lecture

Room. 
'Presented 

by Mr M. lI. M'Kerrow

Airgust Sth, 1936.-lron implement, use unknown, founcl in a

clitch at Birrens. It is 15 inches long and has,been mounted
'ou 

a straight shaft, being splayed out at one end to form o-

circular hole for that purpose. The other end is formed into an

arrow head shape, but with only ome wing. 'Possibly a fisb
'I spear.' i
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: 
Exhibits.

November 1st, 1935.-Stone axe found near St. Connel's Chapel,
Tynron.

Stone with button moulds for casting leatl buttons, datecl
1682.

Bottr of these were found by Mr Wrn. \Yilson. Tynron.
Carved stone head from the rnoss at Collin.
Nodule of pyrites from the Lockerbie Road.

The above were exhibit€d by Dr. Semple.

November 291h, 1935.-A lead casting of a hand upraisetl and
grasping a dagger, exhibited by the Secretary'on behalf of
Messrs R. J. Moffat & Sons, who wished to find informa;tion
regarding it. Varied views were put forward, but no authori-
tative opinion' was forthcoming.

December 13th, 1935.-Letter dated April 251h, 1592.

Letter from Dr. Munsey to Bailie J. J. Lynd, merchant
in Dumfries.

Letter of guarantee by Messrs Broon, Ifarkness, 'bo llobt.
Threshie, 1836.

Broadsheet proclaiming David Armstrong to be a liar.

(Mr G. W. Shirley gave some information about this
handbill, of which 300 were printed.)

Catalogue of paintings, statuary, natural history, etc.,
in the Exhibition at the lVlechanics' Hall, 1865. Dumfries,
Priee 6d.

Collection of exhibits from a private collection of pictttres,
curiosities, etc.

Letter from Thomas Carlyle to Mr 1!f'Kie, bookseller,
Dumfries, written frorn Craigenputtock, March llth, 1834.

J4nuary 241h, Lg36.-Pamphlet, Laws ancl Regulations of Moniaive
Frie'ndly Society for 1805.

'Copy of poem protesting against the removal of trees in

, ,?o"k Park.
Playbill advertising a show in Dumfries featuring a' " Iire-

. ;'resisting woma.n."

i - .,,.New,sp?pqr with

(Notes on these

mattel relating to Mary TimneY.

by Mr G. W. Shirlev will be found

on next pags.) '
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EXHIBITS-Contiuued.

February 21st, 1936.-Election poster, Dumfries, mentioning
" the Deserters."

Notice convening a meeting of Dumfries houselrolders tn
discuss Burgh Police Act, and dated 12th l\[areh, 1855.

"Ivanhoe: an Historical Drama," published in Ddin-
burgh, 1823.

Programme of Burns Centenary Celebrations, 2lst July,
1896.

t'Aberdeen or News Scots Almanacr" f.ot 1792.
" Eminent l\[en of l)umfriesshire," by Rev. J. Dodds,

published 1873.
" Lord Brougha,m's Speech " on the Iieforn:. Bill, October

7th, 1831.

Two receipts, dated 1816, onc signetl David Sewars, 1VIay,
and the other signed 1\{r Callender, March.

NOTES.
PRDSENTATIONS

2nd September, 193?.
Mr M. H. M'Kerrow.

(1) A Letter from Thomas Ca,rlyle to Mr M'Kie, bookgeller, Dumfries, llth

Marrh, 1&14, from Craigenputtock about books he wishes gold.

(2) Letber of Gluar.antee from Messrs Btpom, llarkness, ett., Nith ltavigation

Commissiouers, to Robert Threshie of Barnbarroch for advauces for opera'

tions on the River ltith, 1836.

(J) Instrument of Sasine 25 April, 1592, in favour of Andrew Glriersoun menchant

burgess of l)runrfries the house and garden in the said burgh in vulgo

Newtoun seu Friervennell between the lands occulried by Jobne Scho$rig

on the rvest the lands of the Laird of Lag on the east the lands of Joltn

Makcom on the south and the said Kings way on the north lately pertain'

ing to John l(irkpatrick. iVitnesses: Arehibald llillo in Hillotoun, John

schortrig and william Makynnel, burgessee of the said burgh and Andrew

lllaxwell, Servitor, Ilerbert Cunyngbame. notary public.

(4) Dumfries Burgess ticket: willia.m McNaught, spirit dealer, son of llugh

McNaught, innkeeper. 14th July, 1806.

(5) Dumtries Burge6s ticket: John McNaught, surgeo1 in Dumfries, eon of

Eugh McNaught, innkeePer. f8CI2.

(6) Dumfries Burgess ticket I William Ea.milton, sho€mater, son'io'lay of -rohn

Mcllath, burgess of Dumfries. 1st March, L179.

(?) Dumfries Burgess ticket: EUgh McNaught, innkeeper in Dumlries, 6 July,

LNE,

(8) BiU Eead: Commercial Inu, Dumfrles, July 19' lE2l.
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NoTEs-Ciontinued.
EXEIBITS.

2nd September, 195?.
Mr M. E. M'Kerrow.

Collection of leaflets, bills aud prmphlets relar,ing to Dum,fries, including:
(1) Bilt issued by Geo. B. Vair, Leith, 6th l.obruary, lgg2.

" observe, r hereby declare David Arrnstrong, writer in Durnfries, to
be a Rasc,al! a Liar! andl a Cowa,rd!" David Ar,mstrong succeeded in
securing the hand ol Miss Dinah clrivo whom he married on 25 Fe,b. 1922.
Dinah had engaged herself to Vair apparenily under her fatlrer's pressure.
vair challenged Armstrong to a duel but the latter avoided it. Thc whole
subject vas explored in a Jury Trial E8 Feb. 1922, a vertratim report of
whish was published by vair 182J. Armstrong was awarded f,20 damages.
He ,a terwa.rds beoa.me, provost of Du,mfries.

(2) Verses relative to Dumfries Burgh Election, 185?.
(a) Address to the Loyal and rndependent rown of Dumfries afiec-

tiona,tely inscribed to the Midsteeple [by Davitl Dunbar] in sulrport of
William Dwart. (b) Reply by Young Dumfries.

(3) six Theatre Bills 1816-1819: Performances of othello, Rob Roy, rleart of
Midlbthian, Mr Lloyd vith his Dioastrodoxon, or Grand rransparent
orrery, ? American rndian w,arriors of the seneca Nation; A Tr,ades rrall
Bill : Madame Gir,a,rdelli, the Fire Proof phenomenon, and an Assembly
Rooms Bill: Mister Burke, Musical and Dramatic phenonenon, seven years
old.

(4) Progra.mme of Procession, etc. centen,ary of Death of Robert Burns 21st July,
1896. 2 copies.

(5) New Song on Burns' Centenary! [of his Birth].
(6) Report of a, meetiug of the Committee ,appointed to Consider an<l

Report u1rcn the Police Act 1850 held in the council chanrber, Dumfries
12 March 1855. Pamphlet [? imperfect].

(?) Bill: Ealt! vho goes there'/ Six Poor Creepers. Your Na,mes?

No. 1 David the Shepherd, Please $ir.

No. 2 Tubal Cain, vorker in Brass.

No. 3 Dlutton Curer, who smells Disease a milc oil.

No. 4 Stone, the Orator, who speark,s and says no[hing.

No. 5 Cracked China and something more.

No. 6 A Spiritualist and nothing more.

Then follows a conversation between the Adjutant and Sergeant of the
Guard that they were all deserters ,after a severe battle becauee Iiavid
(No. 1) was noC made an officer. A Skit on Town Council affairs ahout
t I the individuals named being (1) David Lennox, (2) [ ].

(8) Copy of Dumfries and Clall,oway Bulletin and lYeekly Advertiser No. J56.
Saturday, April 12, 1862, one penny, published try David Ilalliday. pre-

served lor Report of the trial of Mary Timney but perhaps a uniqye
surviving copy of this paper vhich ran for several years.

(9) Verses: The Lay of the Lime Trees, Dumfries, 1865. Coucerning the tiheriff
Court-case which amse over thq rights of a tailor the wall of whose
property the Lime trees on the Dock impinged upon. Apparently the Trees
were mutilated to m.ake room for the wall. fn a footnote it is stated tbat
the trees were planted in 1748 [at the expense of the Duke of Queensberry]
and that the one particularly involved was blown down on 20th Decernber,
18?6.

The above have been presented to i:he Ewart Public Library.
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New Members, 1935-36,
Birley, Eric, Chesterholm, Northumberland . ' . . . . . . .- . . . . .  1 l l l  I  37

Barbour, James, 1 Victoria Avenue, Maxwelltown, l)um-

f r i es  " " '  1 l LL l37

Rock, Rev. Wil l iam, Manse, hongray, Dumfries .. . ' . .  I3l I2l35

M'Int ire, W.J., F.S.A., St. Anthony's, lVf i lnthorpe, West-
'  mo re land  . . . . .  " " " '  13 /12135

Borthwick, l\{ajor \V., 92 Teubal Road, L,ee, London ... 24lL136

Butter, J.,  Cairnyard, Kirkcudbright . . . . . .  24lI !36

Clark ,  F . ;  10 St .  Paul 's  Road,  Bradford . . " .2411136

Horne, J. G., Aberdalgie Cottage, Aberdalgie, Perth-

s h i r e  . . . . . . 2 ' L l L l 3 6

MacDonald. A. Ifackenzie, Glentanas, New Abbey Road,

Dumf r i es  . . . . . . ' :  '  24 !1 i36

Morrin, James, Nithhill, Dumfries ".". 24/1i 36

Morrin, Mrs James, Nithhill, Dumfries ....'- 2411.136

Tomter, Mr, The, Bungalow, Coll in . . ." '  21lLl36

Kelly, Provost W. J.,  Dumfries ..  2013i36

Law. Alexander, Glenview, Maxwelltown, Dumfries ... .', 20 | 3 136

Law, Mrb E. A., Glenview, Maxwell town, Dumfries .. . . ' .20/3i36

Ilobertson, James, 56 Cardoness Street, Dumfries """ 20/3i 36

Sloan. D.. Pearmount, Maxwell town, Dumfries ." """ 20lBl38

Stewar t ,  H.C. ,  Cargeni rohn,  Dumfr ies  . ' . .  . '  8 /8 /36

Callender. tr Irs, Nervton-Stewart . . . . . . .  ' . . . . .  8/8/36

Bruce, Wil l iam, Newlands, Thornhi l l  "  8i8/36

Crompton, C. H., Newbie, Annan 8i 8/36

Smith, Iliss )I. E., \\:yseby, Kirtlebridge " 8/8/36

T'elford. J, 8.,  5 Rosevale Street, Langholm """ ' : '  8i  8i 36
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Abstract of Accounts
For Year ending 3fth September, 1936.

Ixcoun ron Ynlri.
Members' Subscriptions f8g l0 0 

';

fnterests from fnvestments 10 4 lO
Donations torvards Publication Funds-

(1) Mr D. C. Iferries f2 lO 0
(2) Mr E. Birley ... 4 10 0 .

S a l e o f  f ( T r a n s a c t i o n s "  - . -  i  t  3 '  
'  i :

Excursions, as per Statement 0 15 0

Exrnnnrru.E Fo* yroo 
- g1l1 1r 4

Rent of Library gl2 0 0
Insurance 1 6 0
Printing and Advertising I f4 7
Miscellaneous-

Subscription to Scottish
and National g0 12 6

Lantern Fee (trtr Black)... 0 l0 0
Leiturer's Outlays (l\fr

M'Crindle) ... I 10 0
Secretary's Outlays (part

year) 0 I I
Postage, Addressing, and

Delivery of t'Transac-

t i o n s "  ( d o u b l e
volume) 6 10 0

Treasurer's Postages, Com-
mission on Cheques,
Cheque Books, etc.. . .  1 10 4

Overdraft fnterest 0 17 0
1 1 1 9  6

'Iransfer Donations to Pttblications Account 7 O 0
4 2  0 1

Balance on year's workings ... f,69 I I 3

CAPITAL.
Capital at close of last Account ... ... €348 12 lL
Interest on Savings Bank Account 5 3 I

€353 16 8
Invested as follows:'War 

Stock €218 10 0
Savings Bank 135 6 8

f,353 16 8
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AIISTRACT OF ACCOUNTS-Continued

PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT.

Invested at close of last Accouut ... f96 l0 I

Interest on Amount in Savings Bank L 17 9

Donations Transfeued fron Revenue T 0 0
-9105  8  6

lnvested as follows:
Con. Stock
Savings Bauk

---- f105 I 6

EXCURSION ACCOUNT.

Deposit Receipt for €10 is a Reserve I'und'

BANK ACOOI]NT.

Balanee in clydesclale Bank on current Aceotrnt ... 9104 1 8

Less belonging to Publications Account". f.24 lO 5

Belonging to 1936-37 (20 Subscriptions)'.' 10 0 
9 fu tO b

€ 5 0 0 0
3 0 1 8  1

f,69 11 3
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I N D E X .

" Aberdeen or New Scots Almanack "

(L792 '  2O4
Accounts ,  Abs t rac t  o f  . . . . . .  2O7,  2OB
ADVDNTURI]S AMONG DUMFRIDS-

SIIIRE INStsCTS: By O. J.
P U L L E N  . . . . : . .  . . . . . 4 6

Aguew,  Wm. ,  o f  Ca,s t lew ig  . . . . .  . .  .  18?
Agricola 158, 168
" Agriculture, Scottish Journal o'f. "., 67
A i tken ,  John Car ly le  .  . .  . . .  , .  , . . . .  .  .  ,  72
Alb.any, Dukc of 152
Alexander 136
A l e x a n d e r ,  S h e r i f i - D e p u t e  . . . . . . . . . . ,  2 0
Altar, Roman, at Birrens . .  .  . .  . .  , .  .  162
Amandus. Roman architect .  . .  .  .  . .  ,  159

ANDREW HERON OF BARGALY:  By
MBS BLAIR..IMRIA ]-72

Annandale, Douglas invasion of ,  152;
V o l u n t e e r s  . . . . . . .  t 4 6

"  Annandra le ,  Walks  in  "  .  .  . , . . . . . .  I47
Annual Cleneral lVleeting .. . . . 9
AnConine Wall L57, L61
" Atboretum," Loudon's . .  . .  ,  175
Ardrossan, Fergus ol . . . . , .  . .  159
A r m i t a g e ,  M a j o r  A .  C . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8 3

Miss  .  171,  185
Armstrong, David, writer in and after-

wa,rds Provost of Dumfries. 2o5. 2o5
Avenel, lloger, Lotd of E,skdale .. 135

tsALLAD AND ITS ORIGINS, THE: BY
J .  G .  H O B N E  . . . .  . . , . . . . . .  3 6

Ba l l io l ,  Edward  . . .  . . .  L36
Barnpton ,  W.  W.  . . . .  t zo
Bane, Donald, Sheilae,s . . . . .  2oo
Banl, British Linen, 95; Douglas-Heron,

182; of Scotland, '12, 94, 95, 96,
97 .

B & n k s ,  S i r  J o s e p h . .  1 0 6 ,  1 L 2 , r . 2 O , 7 2 L
Barbour, Jarnes, 11, 158, 160, 161, 164,

165,  167,  168.
Bardrochat Mote . 171
Barony Mil l  in Creetown .. .  195
Beaufort,  Duke of , . . .  62
B e c k e t ,  T h o m a s  I  . . . . .  . . . . . .  1 8 5
Bede,  The Veuerab le  . . . . . . .  158
Bee, yel low-Iooted mining .. .  56
Beetle, heatber (Lochmea s,uturalis), 68
B'edford, Du}e of . . . .  173
Bell ,  Ann 1Oo, 1o1

.Iohn . 1O0

.Iohn, in Middlebie L7

Wm.,  burgh  o f f l cer  .  .  . .  . . . .  .  18

B e l l s  o f  B l a c k e t t h o u s e  . . . . . . .  . . . . .  1 6 0
Bewcast le  Oross  .  . . . . .  168
Bi r ley ,  l \ [ r  Er ic ,  F .S .A.  .  . . . . .  I4Z ,  167
Bimel l ,  .$ l r  Ada,m . . . . .  1?1 ,  199
Birren's Ro,man Station . . . . . .  !42, zoz
Blair, Col. Stopford .. 189

James,  o f  C ,as t le  Sbewar t  . . .  . . . . .  189
Blackera ig ,  lead  mines  a t  . . . . . . . .  192
Black,stock, Wm., merrhant .  .  . . .  . . .  t7
Blackwood, doo"cot at . . .  . .  194
Bla i r - Imr ie ,  l l r s  . . .  . . . .  !7O,  !72
Blak, John, servitor to the Laird of

Mouswald L7
Blay lock ,  Thomas,  in  Car l i s le  . . . . .  . . .  9O
Bolingbrofte, Duke of Sz
Bond, Captain D. II. 89
" Book of the Irvings . L44, I4Z
B O N S H A W :  B y  B .  C .  R E I D  . . . . . .  L 4 7
Borbone, Carlo Ferdinando .. , . .  . ,  .  Sz
Bothwel l  Br idge,  ba t t le  o f  . . . . . . . .  181

E a r I  o f  . . . . . . .  1 5 4
Boyville, Richard d,e, of Ardrossan. 15O
B r a d l e y ,  M r  .  . .  . .  , , . . . .  .  8 2
Brand, Wm. 95
Brax f le ld .  Lord  . . .  . .  . .  .  72
Bridge (Telford), over Esk (1811) 41
Brigantia 159
Br i t ten ,  l l r  James . . . . .  108 ,  111
Broon, Earkne.ss, Messrs .. . .  2O3, 2O4
B r o u g h a m ,  L o r d  .  . . . . . . 3 , 4 , 2 O 4
Bruce, Robert the (Brus), 136,144, t47,

r54, 174, 175, 179.
S i r  Ed,ward  de  . . . .  . . .  L75 ,  176

Buccleuch, Duke o:f (L824) ... 42
B u i t t l e  C a s t l e  .  . . . . . .  t 7 6
Bullock, I t ichard, at Cambock .. . . . .  139
BURGH SCNOOL OF DUMTRIES.

FRAGIIIENTARY NOTICDS Otr': By
G .  W .  S T I I R L E Y  .  .  . .  . . . . .  6 5

Burns, Robert, 1-6, a82, 186; centenarl
song on his birth, 2O5; progr&m,rne of
centenary celebr,ations (1896), 2O4,
2 0 5 ;  M a u s o l e u m  .  . . . . . . , 2 5

Burnswark 752
Byard, Canon F., Penrith . . .  1OO
Bykerton, Richard de, s. of Sir John 157

S i r  J o h n  d e  . . .  . , , .  1 - 3 7
Caer laverock ,  Cas t le  o f  . . . . .  . .  . .  . . .  156
Cairn, nrt i f lc ial,  at Robgil l  and Black-

y e t t ,  .  .  . ,  . . . . ,  I 4 4
"  C a l e d o n i a n  M e r c u r y  "  . . . .  . . . . .  . ,  ,  7 7
C'alhoun, James, of Penninghame ..  187



2L0 Iuorx,

C,a l lendar ,  Mr  . . .  . . . . .  2O4

Ca,mpbell, Ilay, Lord Advocate (1789),
7 8 , 7 9 ,  8 O

S i r  W m .  . . . .  ' . .  1 9

Ca,rgill, Donald 156

C,arlyle, Thomas 2o3, 2o4

Oarmichae l ,  Mr  Robt .  , .  . . . .  .  20

Carnochan, Mr, in Kirkgunzeon .: , . .  199

C,a rick, NigeJ, Earl Of
C a , s s i l i s ,  G i l b e r t ,  E a r l  o f . . . . . . ' . . . .  1 7 9

CASTLE STEWART: BY JAMES

M U R C H T E  .  . . , .  . .  .  . .  . . . . .  1 8 6

C.4stles of Closeburn, Tinwald qnd

Bonshaw . . .  156

Cat ton ,  Mr  . . .  . .  106

c h a r l e s  r r .  . "  . . ' ! " ' � r " '  1 7 9 '  1 8 7

Charteris, Alison, . w. of Mr .Iohn

M'Murdo . . . . ,  L7

Child, Mis{ w. of' Earl of Westmore'

l a n d  .  . , , , . . . ,  3 2

Ch, r is t i son ,  Dr .  . . .  . . . . .  168

Clayton, Gteneral . . . .  ,  32

Miss Caroline, w. of L.ord Drumlan'

r i g  . . .  . . . . - " . .  3 2

Clochmaben Stone . . .  .  . .  , . . . .  2O2

Col l ingwood,  Pro f .  P . .  . . . . . . .  159

Collins, David, secret'ary to the Gloverno
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Pbolemy, geograPher " 155

Pullen, O. J. .  "" 46

Queensbe'rry, Duke of (1748) """ 2o5

L o r d  ( 1 ? 1 8 )  . . . . .  " ' "  3 0

Marqu is  o f  (1840)  " " " " '  32

Queensberry Memorial ' ' """ '  26

i.ae, Mr Alexander . . .  7!,  72, 94

Deanon " " " " '  19

Robert, son to Mr Peter . 20, 2L

Mr Peter, minister at Kilbride " ' 20

R a f f e r t y ,  M i s s  . . . . . . . . . . .  " " " '  9

Raiulall Records for 1955 """"' 140

Ra,msay, Eugh, farmer, Millisle " " 291

Banking, John, seaman """' 21

Beid, Johu, baker .  """"" 26

B. C., 9, 10, 13, 14, 13,3, t42, t43,
'  

L 7 O ,  ! 7 ! , 1 9 8 ,  1 9 9 .

,Richmond, Mr I. A., L42, L6O, 168' 17O
' B o b e r t  

I .  . . . . .  ' " " " '  1 5 9

Robertson, Wm., Writer t'o Signet " 5o

, I toss ,  I l fa io r  ' i "  ' :  " '  10?
'  

Rb6ert trogr) """" 19
'Rowan, 

John, in Kirkmahoe """" 19

Ruthven,  S i r  X ' ranc is  . .  ' , . . , .  .  29

Isabe l la ,  d .  o f  S i r  F tanc is  . . . . . . .  .  29

Ruthwell  C'mss . . .  . .  .  158

Semple, Dr. . . .  . .  2O3

Seneca Indians .. . . .  2O5

Schortrig, Johne . -- 2O4

Scone Abbey ..  133

Scope, Iord .. . 154

Scott,  Sir Walter . . .  189

Sforza-Cesar in i ,  Duke o f  .  . . .  . . . . .  ' . .  32

Sharpe, Dr. B. Bowdler,
!L2 ,  LLg � ,114,  116

Shaw,  Dr .  . . .  '  . .  .  1O5

Nicol, J.P. for the CountY of Dum-

f r i e s  ( 1 8 0 5 )  .  . . . . . .  .  9 5

Sherid,an, Bichard BrinsleY ..' 32

Shirley, Caroline, w. of Duke of Sforza'

Cesar in i  , . .  32

M t  . .  2 7 , 6 5 ,  9 9 ,  7 4 2 ,  L 4 3 , 1 6 9 '  2 O 5

M r s  . .  . . .  '  9

Slimau, John, in Auchencrieth .. . .  ' .  16

SKAITE MOTE: BY THORNTON L'

T a y l o r  . . . . . . '  1 9 5

Smi th ,  Fr .anc is  . . . . . . .  32

J a s .  E d w a r d  .  . .  . . . . .  1 O 5

Bobt., oaptain of the' " Peggy,"
7 7 , 7 8 , 8 5

Smythe, Caroline, v. of C. X'. Borlone, 52

Somerset, LadY R'ose, d. of Duke of

Beaufor t  . . . . .  32

Somervai l ,  A. . . .  '  79

Sorbie Parish: Police Station at, ZOL i

C a i r n  W o o d  a t  . . . .  " " ' ' '  2 o I

Southern. I \ [ iss .  171, 183

S t .  B e e s  P r i o r Y  .  . . . . . . .  1 5 5

S t .  C o n n e l ' s  C h a P e l  . . . . . . . . .  2 0 5

St. John, D. Ara,bella, d. of Duhe of

tso l ingbroke . . . .  . . .  62

s i r  John de  . ' .  " " "  175,  176

s t .  N in ian  ' " " '  185 '  186

Staig, David ..  ' .  96

S t a n h o p e ,  C o l .  W m .  . . . . . ' . . . .  1 9

Staplegorton, Barony of .. 135' 136' 167

Steward of Scotland, J,ames (1506)' 138

Stewa,rts oI Sc'ot ' land :.""" '  19

Stewart, Sir Alexander, of Garlies,



S t o n e ,  t h e  P r e a s h e r ' e  . . . , . . . 1 9 1
St r ick land,  I I .  D .  .  . . . . .  11g
Su;ssex, tr lar l  of (1OZO) .. . . .  1bs
Syd'ney, Viscount (1?9d) . . . . .  91
Symson,  Rev.  Andrew , . . . . . .  1go
Tay lo r ,  Mr  Thorn ton  . . . .  L4Z,  121,  1gb
Thom,as .  Jo ,hn ,  min is te r  .  . .  . ,  . . . .  . . .  22
TIIOMAS WATLING, LIMNEIT OF DUM.

FRIIIS: tsy ELTGI{ S. GLADSTOND.
70

Thomson, llobert g4, 8b
Threshie, Robt., of Barnbarroch,

20,3, 204
'Iimney, tr{ary . . ZOS, ZO5
Tolbooth of Edin,bungh . .. . .. . 19
TOMB, ANCIDNT, ON MILLISLE X'ARM,

WIGTOIVNSHINtr],  NOTD ON .. 2O]-
T o m t e r ,  M r  . . .  . . . . . . . . .  3 6
Tulliboyle, Land of .. LS7
Tunglaud, Abbot of . ,  1gg
T u n g r i a n s  . . . . . . . 1 6 1 . 1 6 2
T u r n e r ,  E l l e n  .  . . . . . . . . .  S L
l lmfravi l le, Sir Ingerram . .  . .  .  1Zo
Vai r ,  G.  8 . ,  Le i th  . . . .  ZOE
Vil l iers, Lady Maud, d. of Earl of Jersey,

32
Walker ,  Jonet ,  w .  o f  John N i lson  . . . .  94
Warren, Ada de, d. of Znd Earl . .  184

Darl de 184

Inopx. 215
warren_

Maloolm de, s. of Earl of Northumber-
l a n d  .  . . . . . .  1 8 4 ,  1 6 0

William de, s. of D,arl sf Northum-
berland (Willia,rn the Lion) .. LS4

Wasps: Hunting, 47 ; Sphex, 4g, 01,
54; Pelopoeus, bO; A,m,mophila, bZ,
55; Trypoxylon, SE; pompil ius,
55; Wall  Mason, 5Z; Rutry Tai led,
5 9 ;  F i e l d  D i g g e r  . . . . . . . .  .  5 9

Wa,ters, 1\Ir . .. 1gg
Watl ing (W.rt l in), Ha.m . . . . .  76

Thomas, Appendix of Documents. 125
Welsh, John, Sherif f-substi tute of Dum-

fr ies (1788) 72
Westmore land,  Ear l  o f  . . . .  . . .  Az
Wharton, Lord, Warden of the Manches,

155
Whi te ,  Jarnes ,  in  Dornock  . . .  . . . . .  101

J o h n  ( 1 7 7 8 - t B Z 4 ) , 9 2 ,  9 6 ,  1 O B ,  1 O E .
106,  r1 .2 ,  113,  116,  11  7 .  118.

W h y t ,  C a p t a i n  . . . . . . . 2 L
Margt. and Eliz.,  d. of Oaptain ..  2L

Wi l l iam the  L ion  . . . . .  194 ,  j .6S
Wilson, l l r  W., Tynron ., .  zos
Window tax Bg
W i n t l e ,  R .  ( 1 8 0 6 )  . . . .  4 t
Wrightson, X'ather, Gretn.a . . . . . . .  ,  ZOz
Young, Ja,mes, chirurgeou of Dumfries,

I t)D

Printed by Tsos. Hurren, Wlrsox & Co., Lro, "Standard,, press, Dumfries.




